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| npl enentation of the Declaration on the Granting of
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1. In accordance with the plan of action for the International Decade for the
Eradi cati on of Colonialism adopted by the General Assenbly in its resolution
46/ 181 of 19 Decenber 1991, the Special Committee on the Situation with regard
to the Inplementation of the Declaration on the G anting of |ndependence to

Col oni al Countries and Peopl es was requested to organi ze alternately during the
Decade seminars in the Cari bbean and Pacific regions, where nost of the col oni al
Territories are situated. They have been considered to be an inportant forum
for enabling the Special Conmttee to get access to first-hand information about
the Territories and to listen to the views of the representatives of the
Territories, as well as the States and organi zati ons in those regions.

2. These sem nars have been necessitated by the lack of formal cooperation on
the part of sone adm nistering Powers and their refusal to extend invitations to
send United Nations visiting missions to the Territories. The Special Comittee
has repeatedly stated that it is ready to reviewthe role of the sem nars once
the adm ni stering Powers extend such invitations.
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3. In 1997 the Special Committee has devoted further attention to the question

and discussed it informally with the adm nistering Powers, that is, the United
Ki ngdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the United States of America
respectively. An agreenment was included in General Assenbly resolution 51/224,
adopted wi thout a vote on 27 March 1997. The Special Conmttee had al so

di scussed the matter in depth in connection with the report of the Ofice of
Internal Oversight Services (A/51/486), including a presentation at the neeting
of the Special Committee by the Under-Secretary-General for Internal Oversight
Services, a report of the Special Committee on the subject (A/AC 109/2085), as
well as a letter fromthe Chairman of the Special Conmittee addressed to the
Secretary-CGeneral (A/52/220).

4. The report of the Ofice of Internal Oversight Services clearly indicated
that there were no financial irregularities or msuse of funds. However, the
Speci al Comm ttee considered that sone of the erroneous conclusions in the
report shoul d have been avoi ded and the Under-Secretary-General for Interna
Oversight Services pledged to take into consideration the concerns of the
Special Commttee. Nevertheless, the Special Conmttee has again reviewed the
sem nars, which are still considered to be an essential conponent of its work.



