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QUESTI ON OF THE VI OLATI ON OF HUMAN RI GHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS
I N ANY PART OF THE WORLD, W TH PARTI CULAR REFERENCE TO COLONI AL AND
OTHER DEPENDENT COUNTRI ES AND TERRI TORI ES

QUESTI ON OF THE VI OLATI ON OF HUMAN RI GHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS,
I NCLUDI NG PCLI CI ES OF RACI AL DI SCRI M NATI ON AND SEGREGATI ON AND OF
APARTHEI D, I N ALL COUNTRI ES, W TH PARTI CULAR REFERENCE TO CCLON AL
AND OTHER DEPENDENT COUNTRI ES AND TERRI TORI ES: REPCORT OF THE
SUB- COVM SSI ON UNDER COWMM SSI ON ON HUMAN RI GHTS RESOLUTION 8 (XXI11)

Letter dated 16 July 1997 fromthe Pernanent Qbserver for Palestine to
the United Nations Office at Geneva, addressed to the Oficer-in-Charge,
Hi gh Commi ssioner/Centre for Human Ri ghts

The Israeli mlitary occupation has subjected the city of Hebron to
i nposing col | ective punishnment on its inhabitants by tightening the mlitary
bl ockade on it, and by comm tting acts of killing and woundi ng Pal esti ni an
citizens there, for nore than four weeks. The nunmber of killed and wounded
persons during this period has reached nore than 300 Pal estinian civilians,
i ncl udi ng children.

Israel is commtting once again crines of deliberate killing by
depriving Pal estinian persons of the right to life, and by inflicting grave
bodi Iy harm on defencel ess Pal estinians, in violation of the Universa
Decl arati on of Human Rights, the International Covenant on Civil and Politica
Ri ghts, the International Covenant on Economi c, Social and Cultural Rights,
the provisions of the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian
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Persons in Tinme of War of 1949, the principles of public international | aw,
and particularly the provisions of the Convention on the Prevention and
Puni shment of the Crine of Genocide.

Furthernore, the Israeli occupation forces provided protection for the
Israeli settlers who attached a poster (a copy of which is herewith
encl osed) * on 28 June 1997 on the walls of the city of Hebron, an offence to
Islamand to all Miuslinms, together with their Prophet (God's blessing and
peace be upon him, whomthey portrayed as a pig setting its foot on the
Kor an.

On 6 July 1997, the Israeli occupation forces stormed into the Yaakobia
G rls School in Hebron, where they tore the Holy Koran to pieces and threw it
on the ground, a new of fence agai nst the Holy Koran and Mislins together
This remnds us of a simlar crime, reported on 29 May 1989 by the French News
Agency as well as Reuters, which stated that some Israeli forces occupied the
school at Dir Al -Balout in the West Bank, where they tore the Holy Koran to
pi eces and used it as “toilet paper”, offending once again the spiritua
val ues of Islamand insulting the feelings of Muslinms and their holy places.

The above-nentioned events take place in the context of the massacres
commtted previously in the holy places, in addition to acts of killing there,
conmitted when the Israeli occupation soldiers opened fire on Pal estinian
wor shi ppers in Al Agsa Mdsque, in occupied East Jerusalem on 15 January 1988,
killing and woundi ng tens of Pal estinians at prayers. Then, on
8 Cctober 1990, the Israeli occupation authorities storned once again into the
Al Agsa Mdpsque, and opened fire with their machi ne guns on the worshippers,

killing 32 of them and woundi ng hundreds of others. Afterwards, on

25 February 1994, an Israeli soldier opened fire with his machi ne gun inside
the Ibrahim shrine in Hebron, killing 30 Pal estinian worshi ppers and woundi ng
150 ot hers.

These persisting crines against the Palestinians and the Islamc holy
pl aces not only violate the principles of international I|aw, internationa
humani tarian | aw and the Declaration on the Elimnation of Al Forms of
I ntol erance and of Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief, proclainmed by
the General Assenbly in resolution 36/55 of 25 Novenber 1981, but they are
al so crimes which raise sectarian conflicts, kindle hatred between religions,
and take the world back to the era of hatred, the jungle, and intolerance
based on religion and belief.

On the other hand, the Israeli occupation authorities are stil
expropriating Pal estinian | ands, establishing settlenents thereon, and
expandi ng these settlenments not only on Jabal Abu Ghneimin occupied
East Jerusalem but also in all the different regions of the Pal estinian
territory occupi ed by Israel

'Avai |l abl e for consultation in the Secretariat.
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The United Nations Secretary Ceneral, M. Kofi Annan, affirned in his
report (S/1997/494), of 26 June 1997, paragraphs 17 and 18, the continuation
of settlenment activities, including establishing new settlenments, expandi ng
the already established ones, and building roads as well as other bypass sites
bordering the settlenments or in between.

In fact, activities of expanding settlenents have been recorded in nore
than 30 regions in the already established settlenents. Moreover, the report
enphasi zed the continuation of the expropriation of Palestinian land, with the
ai m of expanding Israeli settlenments thereon. It also enphasized, in
par agraph 21, the continued refusal of Israel to legally apply the Fourth
Geneva Convention of 1949 to all the Palestinian territories occupied
since 1967.

Furthernore, the report of the Secretary-Ceneral stressed, in
par agraph 23, the persistent violation of the Israeli occupation authorities
of the principles of international |aw, concerning admnistrative detention of

Pal estinians and the ill-treatnment and torture to which Pal estinians are
subj ected, in accordance with an official decision nade by the H gh Court and
the Governnent of Israel, in addition to inmposing collective punishments on

Pal esti ni ans, anong which is the denmplition of houses in Jerusalemand in
ot her regions of the occupied territory.

Therefore, these acts confirmthe determi nati on of the CGovernnent of
Israel to continue its course of denolishing the peace process by persisting
inits occupation of the Palestinian territory and preventing the Pal estinian
peopl e from exercising their national rights, which have been defined and
confirmed by the United Nations.

We kindly request you to distribute this menmorandum and its
encl osure, 1/ as an official docunent of the Sub-Conmi ssion on the Prevention
of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities at its upcom ng session, and to
t he nmenbers of the Conmi ssion on Human Rights at its fifty-fourth session

(Si_gned) Nabi | RAMLAW
Anbassador
Per manent Cbserver



