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1. “Freedom of expression and associ ation are essential to sustained
progress”, as stated in Convention No. 87 of the International Labour

Organi zation, is the perspective chosen by the Transnational Radical Party
(TRP) and its partner organization Human Rights in China (HRIC) to address the
i ssue of the right to developnment. Bearing in mnd that, as enshrined in the
1986 Decl aration on the Right to Devel opment, the “enjoynment of certain human
rights and fundanmental freedons cannot justify the denial of other human
rights and fundanmental freedons”, TRP and HRIC would like to bring to the
attention of the Sub-Comm ssion the deteriorating situation of workers in

Chi nese state-owned enterprises and the | ack of independent trade unions to
protect the basic rights of subsistence of these workers.

2. On the positive side, China' s rapid econom c growh has given rise to

i mproved living conditions. However, in addition to the income and regiona
disparities which TRP and HRI C believe are not conducive to the realization of
the right to devel opnent, there has been a serious deterioration in the plight
of the workforce in the public sector. For instance, according to recent
reports that have reached TRP and HRIC, several scores of |aid-off workers
denmonstrated in M anyang city, Sichuan province, frommd-June to early July.
Demonstrators appealed to the Governnent for their welfare benefits after
their state-run textile factories declared bankruptcy and officials enbezzl ed
the unenmpl oynent relief noney to which the workers are legally entitled. The
authorities responded by sending the People's Arnmed Police, who suppressed the
protests with force and apprehended a nunmber of denobnstrators, and by inposing
a curfew Public security officials ordered hospital personnel not to treat
wounded denonstrators. In an editorial, the official Manyang Daily accused
hostile foreign and donestic forces of stirring up the trouble. Sichuan
dissident Li Bifeng issued an open letter to international |abour

organi zations, urging themto call on the Government of China to safeguard
people's right to subsistence, to release all detained workers and to punish
corrupt officials. Li Bifeng is now wanted by the police and had to go in

hi di ng.

3. This is by no neans an isolated exanple. Simlar events are reported to
have occurred throughout the country. TRP and HRIC are concerned that the
current econonic reforns |aunched by the Governnent to rid China of its no

| onger profitable, obsolete and debt-ridden state enterprises do not take into
account the interests and the basic needs of the workers. Laid-off workers
and those who are faced with wage arrears find it increasingly difficult to
meet their daily subsistence needs. Once they are made redundant, they al so

| ose the social benefits traditionally granted to them by their enterprises,

i ncl udi ng housi ng all owances and nedi cal care. Ranpant corruption and

enmbezzl ement of public funds at all levels of Governnent further jeopardize
the Iiving conditions of workers in the public sector. TRP and HRIC are
concerned that in this period of econonmic transition, the official Al China
Federati on of Trade Unions (ACFTU), which renmains a tool in the hands of the
Chi nese Comuni st Party, has so far been unable to address these new i ssues hy
means of negotiation. TRP and HRIC are al so concerned that the use of force
by the Governnent is not likely to pronbote social stability. W rkers are not
all owed to express their problens peacefully, and i ndependent organizations to
protect their interests are illegal. TRP and HRIC firmy believe that the
right to devel opnent cannot be fulfilled when freedom of expression and
association are so blatantly viol ated.
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4, All efforts at establishing i ndependent trade uni ons, outside of the
official All-China Federation of Trade Unions have been met w th governnent
suppression. For exanple, Shenzhen-based |abour activists Li Wenm ng, 28, and
Guo Baosheng, 25, were sentenced in May 1997 to three and a half years

i mpri sonment for the crinme of “conspiracy to subvert the Governnent”.

Starting in 1993, Li Wenm ng carried out |abour rights education anmong m grant
wor kers through public neetings. Both nmen, who were apprehended in May and
June 1994, had attenpted to register an organization for mgrant workers
called the “Federation of Hred Hands” and published a newsletter entitled
“Workers' Forunf. Oher charges involved their circul ating dissident
writings, including essays by Nobel Peace prize nonm nee Wi Jingsheng.

5. Shortly after it had applied for official registration, the League for
the Protection of the Rights of the Wrking People (LPRW) was banned and its
key menmbers arrested in spring 1994. This organization addressed the plight
of the workers in the course of the economic reforms and called for the
establ i shment of |egal safeguards for the workers' rights, and for the right
to set up independent organi zations. One of the founding nenbers,

Zhou Guoqi ang, was ordered to serve a three-year termof “re-education through

| abour” without any judicial proceedings. |In 1995 an additional sentence was
added to his termfor an all eged escape attenpt. In June 1997, he had his
sentence extended by 288 days for “refusing to reformhinmself”. He was

initially accused of “collaborating with hostile organizati ons and el ements
both inside and outside the country to carry out anti-governnment activities”.
When anot her prom nent nenber of the League, Liu N anchun, protested agai nst
the illegal extension of his re-education through |abour sentence for the same
notive in June 1997, canp authorities beat himup and | ocked himin a dark
narrow cel |

6. During the nation-w de denocratic novenent of May-June 1989, workers

aut ononous associ ati ons were established in a nunber of cities. Their aimwas
to protect the rights of workers independently of the control of the Chinese
Comuni st Party. Their |eaders received some of the harshest sentences in the
wake of the 4 June massacre. They include Tang Yuanjuan, sentenced to

20 years' inprisonnent, Leng Wangbao, to 13 years, Lin Wi, to 8 years, and
Wang M aogen, committed to a nental asylumfor an indefinite term

7. To conclude, TRP and HRIC call on the Government of China to rel ease

i mredi ately and unconditionally all those who are held in prison, |abour canp
and nental institutions for peacefully advocating |abour rights, including the
right to set up independent organizations. TRP and HRIC urge the Governnent
of China to respect the judgenent of the Wirking Group on Arbitrary Detention
on the “arbitrary” nature of re-education through I abour. TRP and HRI C cal

on the Governnent of China to respect immediately the |ILO Freedom of

Associ ation and Protection of the Right to O ganize Convention (No. 87) and
the LO Right to Organize and Coll ective Bargai ni ng Conventi on (No. 98).
Finally, as a necessary guideline to ensure fully the realization of the right
to devel opnent, TRP and HRIC respectfully rem nd the Government of China of
its comm tment announced during the fifty-third session of the Comnr ssion of
Human Rights to ratify the International Covenant on Econonic, Social and
Cultural Rights before the end of 1997, and resolutely encourage this
Governnment to ratify the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.



