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The Secretary-GCeneral has received the following witten statement
which is circulated in accordance with Economnmi c and Soci al Counci
resol ution 1296 (XLIV).

[8 July 1997]

1. Wth reference to the report of the Special Rapporteur

M. Maurice d él é- Ahanhanzo, on his mission to the United States of Anmerica

in 1994 (E/CN. 4/1995/78/Add. 1), the Special Rapporteur accurately inforned the
Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts that the human rights of African Americans have
been violated fromthe establishnent of the United States until the present
day. However, the Special Rapporteur states that racism nmay not now be a
del i berate policy on the part of the United States Governnent. W seek to
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informthe United Nations that the report did not express the bitterness of
the African-Anmerican people and their sincere belief that racial
discrimnation is a deliberate policy. Because of the exhaustion of domestic
remedy, there now exists a belief that racial discrimnation will never cease.
This belief is confirnmed by the failure of African-Anmerican |eaders in the
United States Congress to gain perm ssion fromthe Caucasian majority for a
study of slavery to determ ne whether reparations are due.

2. In 1993 a highly respected African-Anerican | eader delivered a “1503”
comuni cation to the Worki ng Group on Conmuni cati ons on behal f of African
Americans. This comruni cation, delivered by the Honourable Silis Mihammad,

| eader of the Lost Found Nation of Islam was not forwarded to the

Sub- Commi ssi on because it did not prove a consistent pattern of human rights
violations. W believe the United Nations knows that a consistent pattern of
human rights violations is already a matter of African, European and Anmerican
hi story, brought up to the present and verified by the aforenenti oned Specia
Rapporteur. The African-Anerican popul ation is becom ng aware that their
“1503” comuni cation was rejected by the Wirking G oup and therefore ignored
by the United Nations. This awareness adds to the already existing belief

that racial discrimnation will never cease.
3. Maki ng reference to the recent remarks of United States
President Bill Cinton wherein he nmentioned the possibility of an apol ogy

for slavery, we seek to informthe United Nations that the masses of African
Americans feel that an apology is not enough, while the nasses of Caucasi an
Americans feel there is no reason to apologize. |In nonitoring the
African-American press and Internet communications, we have observed that
African Anmericans do not believe President Clinton has the interest of justice
at heart. African Anericans have seen the United States Government strike
down affirmative action and special preferences in universities and | aw
school s, sone of which now have a 100 per cent Caucasi an enrol nent. They have
al so seen that the United States judicial systemcontinues to inprison
African-American men at 10 tines the rate of Caucasian nmen and execute the
death penalty at the same rate. Now, after President Clinton's remarks, they
see that Caucasi an Americans can conceive of no reason even to apol ogi ze for

sl avery.

4, The prayers of African Americans for justice and reparations have been
been rejected by the United States Governnment and, seemingly, by the

United Nations. Because the struggle seens hopel ess, the African-Anerican
popul ati on has reached a state of extrenme anxiety. W observe that sone

| eaders are considering changing their tactics because of the failure of
peaceful and | egal neans of solving the problem W believe that African
Ameri cans may decide to use extrene neasures and thereby gain the attention
of the world conmunity. We fear that the United States CGovernnent may respond
with inprisonnent of African-American |eaders. W ask the United Nations

to respond to our conmunication by establishing a nmeeting wherein African-
American | eaders (those who are not under the authority of the United States
Government) can speak to the United Nations human rights authorities candidly
and privately about the desperate plight of African Anericans.



