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Addendum

V. CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS SUBM TTED BY STATES PARTI ES
UNDER ARTI CLE 18 OF THE CONVENTI ON

B. Consideration of reports

5. Second and third periodic reports of States parties

Argentina

1. The Conmittee considered the second and third periodic reports of Argentina
(CEDAW C/ ARG 2 and Add.1 and 2 and CEDAW C/ ARG 3) at its 355th and 356th
meetings, on 22 July 1997.

2. In introducing the reports, the representative of Argentina pointed out
that the country had undergone profound changes since the National Governnent
had taken office in 1989. During that time, programes on health, education and
soci al welfare had been transferred to the provinces in order to strengthen the
federal system

3. The reformof the National Constitution in 1994 was an inportant step
towards the achi evement of equality for Argentine women. Mbost international
human rights treaties, including the Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forns
of Discrimnation agai nst Wnen, now have constitutional status and are
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t heref ore consi dered conmplenentary to the rights guaranteed in the text of the
Constitution. Furthernore, the new Constitution pronotes affirmative action in
order to achieve de jure and de facto equality. It also reaffirms the need for
speci al security regulations to cover wonen during pregnancy and | actation

4. The representative indicated that the National Council for Wnen had

devel oped a strong policy for nonitoring the application of the Law of Quot as,
whi ch had led even to the presentation of |egal actions demanding that l|ists of
political parties which did not conply with the requirenents of the | aw be

decl ared non-official.

5. The representative stressed the high status of the National Council for
Wonmen, which is located at the mnisterial |level and reports directly to the
President of the Nation. The National Council has recently focused on
decentralizing its structure by strengthening the machi nery of the provinces.

So far, Provincial Councils for Whmen have been established in 9 out of 24
provinces. The National Council also provides technical assistance and training
to support the machinery at the provincial |evel

6. Regardi ng the status of wonen in the | abour nmarket, the National Counci
for Wonen has established cl ose cooperation with the Mnistry for Labour and
Soci al Security, ained at pronoting wonen in the |abour force.

7. In order to dissemnate information on the rights of wonmen, the Nationa
Counci| for Wonen has distributed 35,000 free copies of a binonthly nagazi ne and
a CD-ROM containing information on the national and international legislation in
the field of women, including the Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forms of
Di scrimnation agai nst Wnen and the Beijing Platformfor Action

8. The representative informed the Commttee about neasures taken to prevent
violence in the famly and to assist the victins of violence. Special Centres
for Informati on and Advi ce and pernanent tel ephone services have been
established. An agreenent between the National Council for Wnen and the

M nistry of Justice has proposed a training programme for councillors and
officials who deal with victins of violence. Together with the United Nations
Children's Fund (UNICEF), the National Council for Wwrnen has |aunched a nationa
trai ning programre on vi ol ence agai nst wonen.

9. The representative stated that, at all educational |evels, wonmen constitute
nore than 50 per cent of the students. The Mnistry of Education and Culture
has established a special entity in charge of wonen's affairs. |Its activities

include the revision of curricula, training of staff in the provinces and a
research conpetition relating to wonen in the educational system

10. The representative indicated that wonen's health has inproved throughout
the last decade. The |ife expectancy of wonen increasingly exceeds that of nmen
and maternal nortality rates have gone down. The Mnistry of Health has

| aunched training programmes to pronote wonen's heal th issues.

11. In order to support rural wonen, a project that provides training and
credit facilities for women farners was set up in 1989.
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12. The Secretariat of Natural Resources has declared its conmtnment to include
a gender perspective in all programres and policies, as requested in the Beijing
Pl atformfor Action.

13. The Representative inforned the Cormittee that neasures had been taken for
the full inplenentation of the Integrated System of Retirenent Pensions of
Housewi ves approved by Law 24.828. Furthernore, bills have been presented to
the National Congress to regulate |abour relations concerning donmestic services
and their retirement system

14. The representative concluded by nentioning that | egal neasures are in
preparation to ensure that women receive alinony; a bill creating a nationa
regi ster of those in default of alinmony paynents has al ready been passed by the
House of Representatives and is pending in the Senate.

Concl udi ng conmment s

Positive aspects

15. The positive events that have taken place include the foll ow ng:

(a) The granting to the Convention of a normative status on a par with the
Constitution;

(b) Constitutional recognition of the conpetence of the National Congress
to adopt affirmative-action laws in order to guarantee equality of opportunity
and treatnent in all spheres and especially to pronote access by wonen to
el ective and party offices;

(c) An increase in the nunber of wormen parlianentarians, due to the
ef fective application of the Quotas Act;

(d) Constitutional recognition of the right of persons affected, of the
H gh Comm ssioner and of associations that nmeet certain requirenents to take
speedy anparo proceedi ngs agai nst acts or om ssions that harmor threaten rights
recogni zed by the Constitution

(e) The existence of the Federal Winen's Council and of the Nationa
Wbrren's Council, organs entrusted with the task of pronoting and coordi nating
policies of equality.

Principal areas of concern

16. Reformof the Penal Code, in order to bring it intoline with the
provi sions of the Convention, is still pending.

17. Wonen have been affected by the economi c refornms and by the anendments to
the | abour and social -security | aws which were adopted recently.

18. Stereotypes persist with regard to the social roles of women and men.

19. The percentage of wonen pursuing technical careers continues to be | ow.
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20. The reports of the Government of Argentina | ack data and an anal ysis
concerning the situation of wonen who are subjected to slavery and exploitation
for prostitution.

21. Wonen occupy few managerial posts in the private sector

22. The rate of unenpl oyment for wonen (20.3 per cent) is five percentage
poi nts higher than that for nen (15.7 per cent).

23. There are no regul ati ons governing the | abour relations of donmestic
enpl oyees.

24. There are no regul ations to penalize sexual harassment in the workplace in
the private sector.

25. Maternal nortality and norbidity due to childbirth and abortion remain
hi gh.

26. Wonen in rural areas have worse living conditions.

Suggesti ons and recommendati ons

27. There is a need to reformthe Penal Code as soon as possible in order to
bring it intoline with the provisions of the Convention on the Elimnation of
Al Fornms of Discrimnation against Wnen, the general recomrendations of the
Committee and the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment and
Er adi cati on of Viol ence agai nst Wnen.

28. The Governnent's plans for equality should be pursued and strengthened and
their results should be evaluated in a nore systematic way and described in the
next periodic reports submtted to the Cormittee.

29. Programmes designed to elimnate stereotyping of the social roles of wonen
and men need to be naintained and reinforced. For exanple, efforts should be
nmade to increase the nunber of wonmen pursuing technical careers and occupyi ng
positions traditionally considered a nmale preserve, and to ensure that nmen share
with wonmen the task of caring for the children

30. Services for the care of young children who have not yet begun conpul sory
school i ng shoul d be increased and regul at ed.

31. Programmes to increase awareness anong the police, judges and health-care
prof essional s concerning the gravity of all forms of violence agai nst wonen
shoul d be naintai ned and strengt hened.

32. The Commttee requests the Governnment of Argentina to include in its next
report |egal and sociological information relating to article 6 of the
Conventi on.

33. The Committee requests the Governnment of Argentina to provide information
on neasures taken to avoid, in both the public and the private sectors,
discrimnation in access to enploynment and to apply the International Labour
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Organi zati on Conventions No. 100 on equal renuneration and No. 156 on famly
responsi bilities.

34. The | abour relations of domestic enpl oyees shoul d be regul at ed.

35. Sexual harassnment occurring in the workplace in the private sector should
be penali zed.

36. In accordance with general recomendation 17 of the Committee and with the
Beijing Platformfor Action, the Government of Argentina should place a value on
unrenunerated work and include it in national accounts by nmeans of subsidiary
accounts.

37. The Committee considers it necessary that gender-di saggregated statistics
relating to education, enploynment and social security should be supplenmented, in
particul ar by giving:

. The nunber of teachers at the various levels of the education system
. The nunber of students receiving grants;

. Part-time work;

. The nunber of open-ended contracts and those of a specific duration;
J Aver age pay;

. Average retirenment pension

38. Programres designed to pronote enpl oynent of wonen, particularly young
wonen, shoul d be intensified.

39. There should be increased efforts to reduce maternal nortality and
nor bi dity.

40. Legislation which penalizes nothers who have abortions shoul d be revi ewed.

41. Progranmes and services directed towards rural wonmen shoul d be
st rengt hened.

42. The Conm ttee requests that the Governnent of Argentina w dely dissem nate
t hese comments throughout Argentina, so that individuals are aware of the
neasures that have been taken to inplenent the Convention and the remaining
steps that are required to achieve de facto equality for wonen.



