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Letter dated 21 July 1997 fromthe Pernanent Representative
of Canbodia to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-Genera

I have the honour to enclose herewith for your information a |letter dated
18 July 1997 addressed to you from Prince Norodom Ranariddh, First Prinme
M ni ster of the Royal Governnent of Canbodi a, concerning the bl oody coup d'état
| aunched on 4 and 5 July 1997 by Second Prinme M nister Sandech Hun Sen agai nst
the denocratically elected First Prime Mnister

| would be deeply grateful to you if you would kindly circul ate the text of
the present letter and its annex as a docunent of the fifty-first session of the
Ceneral Assenbly, under agenda itenms 109 and 110, and of the Security Council.

(Signed) SISOMTH Sirirath
Anbassador Extraordi nary and Pl eni potentiary
Per manent Representative

97-19994 (E) 210797 [...
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ANNEX

Letter dated 18 July 1997 fromthe First Prine Mnister
of Canbodi a addressed to the Secretary-CGenera

| have the honour to express ny deep gratitude for your concern over the
situation in nmy country and your |eadership in the efforts to find a peacefu
solution to the current political crisis in Canbodia. | amdeeply gratified to
you for receiving me on Thursday, 10 July, at United Nations Headquarters, and
sharing with me your views on the matter

As you are well aware, the crisis is far fromover. As | wite this
letter, the menbers of the Association of South-East Asian Nations are working
diligently to bring the situation back into the framework of the 1991 Paris
Peace Agreenents.

May | be permitted to clarify a nunber of issues in the devel opment of the
crisis to place the situation in the proper context:

1. The main reason advanced by the authors of the brutal "coup d' état”
against nme, the legally elected First Prine Mnister as the result of a United
Nat i ons- or gani zed and supervi sed el ection, as contained in a letter dated
8 July 1997 to you from Samdech Chea Sim the President of the Canbodian's
People's Party and Chief of State a.i., was the "penetration of illegal forces,
above all, hardcore and hardline armed Khner Rouge sol ders” in and around
Phnom Penh. United Nations human rights workers investigating the claimhave
decl ared today that they found no evidence to support such a claim As the
co- Commander -i n- Chi ef of the Royal Canmbodi an Arned Forces, | had no know edge,
nor was | informed by ny coalition partners, of any Khnmer Rouge infiltrations.
Sandech Hun Sen al one issued such an order, and not |, and he then again
violated the Joint H gh Command's order. As Head of State a.i.

Sandech Chea Sim shoul d not have taken side on this issue.

2. The aut hors of the coup also claimed that "these preventive actions
nmade by the Royal CGovernnent have been decided to defend the Constitution of the
Ki ngdom of Canbodi a and the achi evenents obtai ned since the general elections of
1993". It is needless for ne to refute this claimby the coup | eaders, as the
entire world has been inforned by the nmedia and international aid workers of the
barbari c behavi our of arned partisans of the Canbodi an People's Party. As many
as 40 people have died in the capital of Phnom Penh al one, nmany of them after
havi ng been tortured. The entire capital has been | ooted by the partisans of
t he Canbodi an People's Party, who behaved worse than conquerors in a conquered
| and.

3. The aut hors of the "coup" further accused ne and ny foll owers of
having "joi ned hands with the outl awed Khner Rouge"; however, no evi dence has
been produced to substantiate this claim

4. Sandech Chea Sinis letter made reference to the fact that "the Prince
has chosen his way, away fromthe notherland and the Canbodi an people". | wi sh
to informyou that | was scheduled to | eave Canbodia for France later in the
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afternoon of 5 July 1997, but was convinced to | eave earlier by ny mlitary
advisers and the |ate CGeneral Ho Sok, who were aware of an inm nent coup agai nst
me and feared for ny life. Subsequent events in Phnom Penh confirned the fear
of ny aides that had | stayed, | would surely have been assassi nat ed.

5. Sandech Hun Sen hinmself fled the country before he ordered the
coup d'état and was reported to be in Hanoi, as confirmed by the Vietnanese
Foreign Mnistry. He never told anybody where he had gone. Only after the
victorious coup did he return to Phnom Penh. Al the video tapes shown on
nati onal television were pre-recorded before Sandech Hun Sen's departure for
Vi et Nam

6. Sandech Chea Siminfornmed you that a "state of normalcy has returned”
in Canbodia. Reports from Phnom Penh and ot her parts of Canbodi a suggest
otherwi se. Arnmed partisans of the Canbodi an People's Party continue to hunt
down and persecute nenbers of the Funcinpec Party, the Buddhist Libera
Denocratic Party, the Khner Nation Party and other opposition parties. To date,
as nany as 29 nenbers of the Canbodi an Parlianment and nunerous government
officials not bel onging to the Canbodi an People's Party or not cooperating with
it, have fled for their lives to neighbouring countries. Qhers are still in
hi ding and waiting for the opportunity to cross the border as well.

7. Finally, | would be deeply grateful to you if your Specia
Representati ve on Human Rights in Canbodia, M. Thomas Hammrerberg, would
investigate the killings and torture in custody committed by the order of
Sandech Hun Sen agai nst Funci npec cadres, and report it to you and to the Third
Committee and the plenary neeting of the General Assenbly at its fifty-second
session. These endless crimes of political harassnent, intimdation and threat
continue to this present day.

(Signed) NORODOM Ranari ddh
First Prime Mnister



