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Letter dated 17 July 1997 fromthe Pernanent Representative
of Canbodia to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-Genera

I have the honour to enclose herewith for your urgent attention a
decl aration issued on 16 July 1997 by HE. M. Son Soubert, Second
Vi ce- Presi dent and nenber of the Permanent Conmittee of the National Assenbly
(annex 1), on the recent bloody coup d' état in Canbodi a | aunched by Second Prine
M nister Hun Sen on 5 July 1997, as well as a statenent issued on 15 July 1997
by menbers of Parlianment of the Kingdom of Canbodia (annex I1).

| would be deeply grateful if you would kindly circulate the text of the
present letter and its annexes as an official docunent of the General Assenbly,
under agenda itens 109 and 110, and of the Security Counci l

(Signed) SISOMTH Sirirath
Anbassador Extraordinary
and Pl eni potenti ary,
Per manent Representative

97-19847 (E) 170797 [...
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ANNEX |
Declaration issued on 16 July 1997 by M. Son Soubert., Second

Vi ce-President and nmenber of the Permanent Committee of the
National Assenbly of Canbodi a

Noting that M. Hun Sen |l ed a barbaric and undenocratic coup d' état in
order to assume power by force on 5 and 6 July 1997,

Considering that the Constitution of the Kingdom of Canbodia, inits
article 100, stipulates that:

"On the proposal of the President of the National Assenbly and with
t he agreenent of both Vice-Presidents of the National Assenbly, the King
appoi nts a hi gh-ranking personality anmong the nenbers of the Nationa
Assenbly (Parliament) fromthe political party that wins the election, in
order to formthe Governnent",

Considering articles 7 to 10 and 19 of the rules of procedure of the
Nat i onal Assenbly,

In my capacity as Second Vice-President and as a nenber of the Pernanent
Committee of the National Assenbly, | wi sh to declare that:

1. No pl enary session of the National Assenbly nay be |egally convened
wi t hout the adoption of the agenda of the session by the 12 nmenbers of the
Per manent Conm ttee beforehand (article 19). But today five nenbers of the
Per manent Conm ttee have already | eft the country and the President of the
National Assenbly, M. Samdech Chea Sim is now Acting Chief of State.
Therefore the nenbers of the Permanent Committee who may attend the neeting
nunber only six, i.e., the quorumof the Permanent Conmittee neeting which
requi res the presence of at |east seven nenbers cannot be nmet (article 10); no
Deput y- Chai rnman or Secretary of the Conmittee has the right to decide or to act
in place of the Chairman of each of the Committees.

2. The new First Prime Mnister cannot be elected at will, because any
proposal to appoint a candidate as Prinme Mnister nust be made according to the
agreenent between the President and the two Vice-Presidents of the Nationa

Assenbly (article 100 of the Constitution). In the present situation, in ny

capacity as Second Vi ce-President of the National Assenbly, | cannot agree to
the proposal to appoint any new candi date to the prem ership, because of the

above-nentioned irregularities and illegality.

(Signed) SON Soubert
Vi ce- Presi dent and nmenber of
t he Permanent Committee of
t he National Assenbly
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ANNEX 11

Statenent issued on 15 July 1997 by nenbers of Parli anent
of the Kingdom of Canbodi a

W, the nenbers of Parliament of the Kingdom of Canbodia, strongly condemn
the violent coup d' état organi zed by a forner nenber of the Khner Rouge,
M. Hun Sen, on 5 and 6 July 1997

The coup d' état has created an atnosphere of fear and intimdation, and
many of us can no |onger stay in Canbodia (nore than 20 nmenbers of Parlianent,
i ncluding a Second Deputy Chairperson of the National Assenbly and 5 Permanent
Conmittee menbers have already left the country) and have no choice but to
escape the horrible acts committed by the | eader of the coup

W, the nenbers of Parliament, wish to nake the foll owi ng recommendati ons:

- To restore peace to Canbodia, the Paris Conference should be
reconvened in order to inplenent once again the provisions of the
Pari s Peace Accords, in particular the cantonment and di sarmanent of
all arned forces;

- Not to recogni ze the Governnent installed by Hun Sen after the coup or
the decisions nade by an illegal and intimdated Parlianent;

- To set up an international tribunal as soon as possible, in order to
try and puni sh those who have committed genoci de or crinmes against
humani ty i n Canbodi a;

- To put pressure on Hun Sen and his forces to stop intimdating people
and to create safe havens for those who are fleeing the danger zones;

- To protect all the people, especially the opposition parties and their
supporters, fromthe arrests and executions being conmtted by the
troops of Hun Sen;

- To i nmpose econom ¢ sanctions upon and cut off all aid to Canbodia
until denobcracy and respect for human rights are restored i n Canbodi a;

- To urge the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultura

Organi zation (UNESCO) to protect the Angkor tenples and to declare the
area a security zone free of all mlitary action

(Si_gned) SON Soubert (Si_gned) KEM Sokha, M P. (Signed) POL Ham (Si_gned) SON Chhay

Second Chai r man, MP. for MP. for
Vi ce- Presi dent Conmittee on Kanpong Thom Si em Reap
of the Human Ri ghts
Nat i onal Assenbly of the

Nat i onal Assenbly



