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Section 2. Political affairs

1. At its 23rd neeting, on 26 June 1997, the Committee considered section 2
Political affairs, of the proposed programe budget for the biennium 1998-1999.

Di scussi on

2. Sone del egati ons expressed the opinion that it would be unnecessary to
create subprogramme 5, and that the credits of that subprograme should be

al | ocated under section 1, "Overall policy-making, direction and coordination”
Several del egations expressed support for and reaffirmed the inportance of
activities of the section. Those delegations particularly stressed the

i nportance of the programre of preventive di plonmacy and conflict resolution and
underlined that efforts should be focused on preventive di pl omacy before the
conflicts escalated. Qher delegations indicated that activities under
subprogranme 1, Prevention, control and resolution of conflicts, could prevent
t he |l aunchi ng of peacekeepi ng operations. Those del egations, therefore, fully
agreed with the narrative in paragraph 2.9, which indicated that the use of
peaceful means to bring hostile parties to agreenent were the nobst cost-

ef fective ways by which the Organization could contribute to the nmai ntenance of
i nternational peace and security and thus forestall the suffering and
destruction that inevitably occurred when di sputes degenerated into arned
conflict.
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3. In connection with subprograme 2, Assistance and support to the Secretary-

Ceneral in the political aspects of his relations with Menber States, a number
of del egati ons expressed concern about the nmerger of some of the regiona

di visions and the advantage to be derived in changing the existing structure of
the six regional divisions into four. Qher del egati ons expressed concern over
t he reductions proposed and the elimnation of posts under the subprogranme.
Those del egations felt that the reductions mght have an inpact on the
analytical abilities of the Department in undertaking its programme of work.

O her del egations wel coned the streamining of the subprogranme. A nunber of
del egati ons wel coned the strengthening of coordination between the United
Nations and regional organizations, particularly in the settlenment of conflicts.

4. One del egation inquired why provisions had not been made for activities
relating to CARRCOM in the subprogramme, particularly in the Iight of the recent
resol ution establishing cooperation between CARI COM and the United Nations and
requested information on the activities envisaged for CARI COM during the

bi ennium The same del egation inquired as to whether there was a cooperation
agreenent between the Commonweal th Secretariat and the United Nations, and if
not, under what auspices were cooperation activities carried out.

5. Sone del egations stressed that the functions of the proposed |iaison office
of the Departnment of Political Affairs in Addis Ababa shoul d have been incl uded
in the budget proposal in a clear manner. They expressed concern that a
departnment of the Secretariat, was - for the first tinme - establishing its own
liaison office to be accredited to a regional organization and stressed that the
practice was that only the Secretary-General should dispatch envoys, not
Secretariat departnments. Those del egations asked about the duplication of
functions between the proposed Departnment of Political Affairs office in Kigal
and the special arrangenents between QAU and the United Nations concerning the
Joint Special Envoy to the Great Lakes Region. They expressed support for the

i dea of a Joint Special Envoy but cautioned agai nst duplication with the
proposed Addi s Ababa Liaison Ofice and the Oficer of the Departnent of
Political Affairs to be accredited to the UNDP office in Kigali

6. A nunber of del egations stressed the inportance of the Ofice of the
President of the General Assenbly and felt that the O fice should be further
strengthened. Oher delegations felt that the Ofice of the President m ght be
nore appropriately reflected under section 1, Overall policy-naking, direction
and coordi nati on.

7. In respect of the provisions for servicing of the working groups of the
General Assenbly, one delegation felt that sonme of the activities had term nated
or woul d be conpl eted; hence, references to such Wrking G oups should not have
been included in the programe narrative.

8. Several del egations expressed support for subprogramme 3, Electora

assi stance. Those del egations attached great inportance to the subprograme and
appreci ated the work of the Departnment in that regard. O her del egations
indicated that the activities of the subprogranme should be in conpliance with

t he mandates given by the General Assenbly and be related to requests from
Menber States for assistance in the electoral process. Oher del egations
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guestioned the nature of participation of the Centre for Human Rights in
el ectoral assistance activities and its rel ated nmandat e.

9. One del egation proposed that in the penultinmate sentence of paragraph 2.67,
the phrase "in accordance with | egislative nandates" should be inserted after
the word "operations". The sane del egation made a simlar proposal in
connection wi th paragraph 2.68 (b) (ii) d.

10. Several del egations expressed support for the activities under
subprograme 6, Decol oni zation, and were concerned over the reductions proposed.
Many del egations reaffirned their full support to the programe of work of the
Special Commttee on the Situation with regard to the I nplenentation of the

Decl aration on the Granting of |ndependence to Col onial Countries and Peopl es
The sane del egations considered that the regi onal sem nars of the Special
Committee continued to be an inportant and effective instrunent for the

di scharge of the mandate of the Special Committee. Qher delegations did not
share that view  Sone del egations questioned the resources proposed under the
subprogram®e, in particular the increase in travel resources for the Specia
Committee. O her del egations believed that visiting m ssions of the Speci al
Committee constituted an inportant activity of the Special Committee. Another
del egati on questioned the inclusion of resources under intergovernmental bodies
whose mandates had already finished. Sone del egations felt that the
subprograme shoul d be further strengthened until the mandate of the Specia
Committee had been fulfilled. In connection with intergovernnmental bodi es whose
nmandat es had already finished, the representative of the Secretary-CGenera

i ndicated that, since the establishnent of those intergovernnental bodies, the
nmandat es had historically been renewed by the General Assenbly. Adequate
provisions were, therefore, nade for the purpose in each biennium

11. Many del egations expressed support for subprograme 7, Question of

Pal estine, until a final settlenent of the Pal estinian question was reached and
supported the full inplenmentation of the activities proposed. One del egation
guestioned the resources under the subprograme and indicated that, under
present circunstances, resources could be earnarked for other activities in the
West Bank, and Gaza Strip such as the United Nations Coordinator for the
Qccupi ed Territories, UNRW or UNDP

12. A nunber of del egations expressed support for the overall activities

envi saged for programre 26 of the mediumtermplan for the period 1998-2001,

Di sarmanent. Sone del egati ons expressed support for the Conference on

Di sarmanent and indicated that was the only forumfor negotiating treaties

O her del egations queried references to the servicing of the fourth specia
session of the General Assenbly devoted to di sarmanent since the Assenbly had
reached no agreenent on convening such a session. Another del egati on questioned
the increase in consultant requirenents proposed. Oher del egations drew
attention to the seemngly growing trend towards reduction in resources provided
for fell owships for disarmanment and coul d not support such reduction. One

del egation did not support the elimnation of the three P-5 posts allocated to
the three regional centres, but instead considered those posts should be
mai nt ai ned and used to reinforce the Centre for Disarmanment Affairs. Oher

del egati ons wel coned the reductions proposed under the programre. Sone

del egations queried references to the servicing to various treaty bodi es under

/...



E/ AC. 51/ 1997/ L. 4/ Add. 4
Engl i sh
Page 4

par agraph 2.128 (a) since costs for such bodies were borne by the States
parties. Another del egation sought clarification on the use of the phrase
"confi dence-buil di ng measures”. Qher del egati ons noted the om ssion of
reference in the narrative to chem cal weapons and proposed that paragraph 2.120
be revised to incorporate it in order to reflect progress made in the field of
arns limtation and di sarmanent, non-proliferation and sone di sar manent

neasures, particularly in the chem cal weapons field. Many del egations
regretted that the narrative did not reflect appropriately the |ack of
sufficient progress, particularly in nuclear weapons. Many del egations
expressed concern regardi ng the insufficiency of resources proposed for
servicing the Standi ng Advisory Committee on Security Questions in Centra
Africa, and expressed concern about the adverse effect that inadequate resources
woul d have in responding to conflicts. One delegation reiterated that
activities relating to the registration of small arns did not constitute a
priority and that concentration should continue to be on weapons of nass
destruction. Many del egati ons expressed concern at the decline of resources
regardi ng the di sarmament fell owship programe and requested that the situation
be adjusted in order to continue to assist diplomats from devel opi ng countries
in that inmportant field.

Concl usi ons and recomendati ons

13. The Committee decided to recommend to the General Assenbly the approval of
the programme narrative of section 2, Political affairs, of the proposed
programe budget for the biennium 1998-1999, with the follow ng nodifications:

(a) The Conmittee recommended that the Spanish version of the narrative of
par agraph 2.14 should be revised to read fifty-third and fifty-fourth instead of
forty-third and forty-fourth,;

(b) On the request of the Conmttee, the Secretariat provided the
foll owi ng description, which the Committee recommends be inserted in
paragraph 2.50 after the second sentence:

"The functions of the Departnment of Political Affairs Liaison Oficer at
QAU woul d be:

"(a) To facilitate the exchange of information and the coordination
of initiatives and efforts in the areas of preventive dipl omacy and
peacenmaki ng as well as in the denocratization process in Africa:

"(i) To follow closely the deliberations of the QAU Mechani smfor the
Prevention, Managenent and Resol ution of Conflicts and advi se
Headquarters of political initiatives of concern to the United
Nati ons di scussed by the Mechani sm

"(ii) To liaise with the QAU Division for Conflict Resolution and the
Political Departnent at large with a view to enhancing
cooperation on specific political issues of priority concern to
the United Nations and OAU;
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"(iii) To support the activities of joint United Nations/ QAU speci a
representatives;

"(b) To coordinate the inplenmentation of the progranmes of
cooperati on between the United Nations systemand QAU agreed to at the
annual neetings between their secretariats;

"(c) To performsuch representational functions as nmay be required
and necessary at relevant QAU neetings in Addis Ababa.";

(c) In paragraph 2.120, the second sentence should be revised to read:
"Since the end of the cold war, devel opnents have been nade in a nunber of
inmportant areas in the field of arns control and di sarmanent.";

(d) In paragraph 2.120, in the |last sentence the words after the phrase
"international peace and security" should be del eted,;

(e) In paragraph 2.124, at the end of the sixth sentence beginning "It is

expected to broaden ...", insert the words "in the field of arms control and
di sar manent ".



