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Report of the Secretary-General

1. The present report is in followup to the agreed concl usi ons 1996/1 on
coordi nation of the United Nations systemactivities for poverty eradication,
whi ch were approved by the Economi c and Social Council at its substantive
session of 1996 (see A/51/3 (Part 1), chap. Ill, sect. A). In paragraph 2,

bel ow, the report sets out seven recommendations; in paragraphs 3-74 bel ow,
details are provided on followup to specific issues addressed by agreed

concl usi ons 1996/ 1 (paragraph nunbers in parentheses and headi ngs refer to the
text of the agreed conclusions, which could not be reproduced here given the
page limt).

Reconmendat i ons

2. The foll owi ng recormendations are nmade with respect to part 111 of the
agreed concl usions on a harnoni zed and i ntegrated approach to intergovernnental
consi deration of poverty eradication:

(a) The Council needs to determine the date for an overall review of
poverty eradication in order to contribute to the special session of the Ceneral
Assenbly in 2000 for the overall review of the Wrld Sumit for Soci al
Devel opnent (WSSD) (para. 36);

* B/ 1997/ 100.
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(b) The Council should continue to enhance conplenentarity in the work of
t he functional conm ssions on cross-sectoral thenes emanating fromrecent United
Nat i ons gl obal conferences (para. 39);

(c) Gven the different scheduling of sessions of the two bodies, the
Commi ssion for Social Devel opnent, in preparing for its future priority thenes
may wi sh to request in advance specific inputs fromthe Comm ssion on the Status
of Wonen (para. 43);

(d) Functional commi ssions may wish to request that a gender perspective
be reflected in the docunents prepared by their secretariats, thus enabling them
to reflect the gender inplications in agreed conclusions, resolutions or other
deci sions (para. 44);

(e) The Council may wish to consider future arrangenents for the
contributions of the United Nations systemto the inplenentation of the outcome
of the Summt and other international conferences once the mandates of the
i nter-agency task forces have expired (para. 49);

(f) 1In accordance with CGeneral Assenbly resolutions 50/161 and 51/202, in
which the Assenbly reiterated the Sutmmit's call for Governnents to assess on a
regul ar basis national progress towards inplenenting the outcome of the Summit,
possibly in the formof periodic national reports outlining successes, problens
and obstacl es, the Conmission for Social Devel opnent may al so wish to invite
Governnents to provide national reports in the context of its thirty-eighth
session, in the year 2000, at which tine it will nmake its contribution to the
overall review of the inplenentation of the outcome of the Summit. Coordination
of poverty eradication activities at the field | evel should continue to be
enhanced by all relevant organi zations of the United Nations system (para. 52);

(g) The Commission for Social Devel opment, when considering the thene
"Social services for all" in 1999, nay wish to place a particular focus on
education, and in that case may consider inviting the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO to serve as task
nmanager for the preparation of that aspect of its priority subject. The Bureau
of the Commission for Social Devel opment could consult with the Bureau of the
Commi ssi on on Popul ati on and Devel opnment to consider ways and neans to cooperate
in the overall review of the International Conference on Popul ation and
Devel opnent (1 CPD), particularly in the area of social services for al
(para. 53).

Agreed conclusions 1996/1 and foll ow up

. COORDI NATED UNI TED NATI ONS SUPPORT AND AVAI LABI LI TY
OF RESOURCES FOR POVERTY ERADI CATI ON ACTI VI TI ES AT
THE FI ELD LEVEL

3. Country information confirnms that nunerous initiatives have been pronoted
by the United Nations systemat the field I evel in support of poverty

eradi cation. Considerable efforts are being nmade to coordinate themw thin the
resi dent coordi nator system Nevertheless, nore efforts are required to
consol i dated those attenpts to nore effectively harnoni ze programm ng activities

l...
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at the systemwi de level and to increase the integration of such activities with
the efforts of CGovernments and national society, enhancing their invol venent.

A. Definition of a poverty eradication strategy

B. Resources for poverty eradication

International Devel opnent Associ ation/resources for operational activities
(para. 7)

4. Concern was expressed in the agreed conclusions at the replenishrent of the
I nternati onal Devel opnent Association (IDA). In March 1996, an agreenent was
reached anong | DA contributors for funding $22 billion over the three-year

peri od beginning in July 1996 (IDA-11). The refundi ng agreenent applies to the
second and third years of the replenishnment period. The first year is to be
supported by an interimfund.

5. The funding for operational activities has remai ned stagnant. An analysis
of United Nations Devel opnent Programme (UNDP) resources approved for
programmng in 1994- 1995 has shown that approxi mately 40 per cent of core
funding was allocated to poverty eradication and sustainable livelihoods. In
order to accurately nonitor the percentage of its devel opnent assistance

all ocated to poverty eradicati on, UNDP has devel oped a new progranmre
classification system which is being inplenented for the Sixth Cycle (1997-
1999). Most UNDP programmes will have been incorporated into the new

classification systemby early 1998, after which it will be easier to nmonitor
the organization's commtnent (in nonetary terns) to poverty eradication,
i ncl udi ng gender dinmensions. |In order to make maxi nrum use of its current

programe funds for poverty eradication, UNDP has increased collaboration both
at the headquarters and country levels with other parts of the United Nations
system and the donor comunity to minimze duplication and rationalize each
donor's assistance. It had also established a programming facility for poverty
eradi cation to | everage additional funding, particularly frombilateral donors,
to support the devel opnent of national poverty reduction strategies. The
UNDP/ Uni t ed Nations Popul ati on Fund (UNFPA) Executive Board held a ful

di scussion during its annual session in May 1997 on neeting the goals of |CPD
and the consequences of resource shortfalls up to the year 2000. The Executive
Board decided to continue its discussion of the matter, and requested UNFPA to
further devel op the conference room paper presented at the neeting into a fornal
subm ssion at its next regular session, in Septenber 1997. The Wrld Food
Programme (WFP) is committed to providing at |east 90 per cent of its

devel opnent assistance to | owinconme, food-deficit countries, and at |east

50 per cent to the | east devel oped countries. Because nultilateral funding is
declining and there is a tendency to becone nore dependent on directed
nmultilateral contributions, WFP is intensifying its efforts to secure resources
at the field level by ensuring that donor representatives are well inforned of
WFP activities and by broadening its donor base for the long term See also the
report of the Secretary-General on operational activities of the United Nations
for international devel opment cooperation (E/ 1997/ _ ).
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G obal targets/priority for social services (para. 8)

6. Total Devel oprment Assistance Committee (DAC) aid fell to 0.27 per cent of

t he conbi ned gross national product (G\NP) of DAC countries in 1995, far bel ow
the United Nations aid target of 0.7 per cent of GNP. In an effort to explore
new ways of generating financial resources, the Econonic and Social Council will
di scuss the topic "New and innovative ideas for generating funds" during the
general segnment (see the report of the Secretary-CGeneral on new and innovative

i deas for generating funds (E/1997/__)). The secretariat of the Mcro Credit
Sunmmit (see A/52/113-E/ 1997/18), held in Washington D.C., from2 to

4 February 1997, is expecting an institutional action plan for attaining Sunmt
obj ectives fromeach United Nations agency by February 1998.

7. In the preparation of Sixth Cycle progranm ng, UNDP country offices are
actively encouragi ng Governments to allocate significant portions of UNDP
programe funds to poverty eradication. O those countries that have conpl eted
their Sixth Cycle Country Cooperation Framework (nine countries prior to the
second regul ar session of the Executive Board in 1997), all contain poverty
eradi cation as a nmain area of programme focus. Gender equality is also a ngjor
programe area, with strong links to poverty eradication. The Internationa
Monetary Fund (I MF) has used technical assistance to assist nenber countries in
the area of capacity-building, as well as providing advice on public expenditure
patterns that protect outlays on education, health, and basic social services.
Different types of social safety nets directed at various groups, including
wonmen and children, are also incorporated in structural econonic progranmes.

C. Commitnent to coordination of poverty eradication activities

Coordination at headquarters and in the field (para. 9)

8. I nter-agency coll aboration for poverty reduction ranges from United Nations
system support to poverty surveys and the preparation of poverty profiles and
assessnments etc. to support for grass-roots initiatives in poverty-stricken
areas, people's participation and enpowernent progranmes, and support in
fornmul ati ng nati onal poverty eradication strategies. The Consultative Conmittee
on Programme and Operational Questions (CCPOQ took note of the broad

responsi bilities envisaged by agreed concl usions 1996/1 for the resident

coordi nator system whi ch needed to be taken into account in the provision of

i ntegrated gui dance both to country teanms and from i ndi vidual organizations to
their field representatives. The Conmittee would be nonitoring devel opnents
both through its working group on the resident coordinator systemand inits
preparation of the 1998 triennial conprehensive policy review of operationa
activities for devel oprent.

D. Commbn _country assessnent

Joint efforts in information collection and anal ysi s/ extension of CCA (para. 10)

9. As part of the work being fed into the Joint Consultative Goup on Policy
(JCGP) common country assessnent exercise, in which participating organizations

/...
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are col l aborating to produce a core set of situation analysis indicators
corresponding to the main conponents of their nmandates, a first technica
support docunment has been produced by UNDP, entitled "Poverty definitions and

i ndi cators", which exam nes different ways of defining poverty and takes stock
of the array of indicators used for its measurenent. It synthesizes the |atest
thinking in this field, drawing on work done by other parts of the United
Nations system and the academ ¢ and non-governnental organi zati on comuniti es,
and points to areas where greater work is required. To operationalize its
poverty reduction mandate in a coherent manner, a second docunent on that
subject will lay out the UNDP conceptual framework for defining poverty,

i ncl udi ng a conprehensi ve approach for poverty neasurenment and nonitoring beyond
traditional incone indicators. The extension of the common country assessnent
to the United Nations systemw |l be pursued in the context of the

i mpl ement ati on of General Assenbly resolution 50/120.

System wi de approach to support nonitoring by Governnments (para. 11)

10. Wth regard to nonitoring and assessnent by national CGovernnents, the
Ceneral Assenbly, in its resolution 51/202 on inplenentation of the outcone of
the World Summit for Social Devel opnent, reiterated the Sutmmit's call for
Governments to assess on a regul ar basis national progress towards inplenmenting
the outcone of the Summt, possibly in the formof periodic national reports
out i ni ng successes, problens and obstacl es, and encouraged Governments to
submt such information on a voluntary basis to the Conm ssion for Soci al

Devel opnent .

E. Increase of national capacity to develop indicators and
assess data

Provi di ng assi stance for national capacity for poverty analysis and technica
assi stance to devel oping countries and transition economes (para. 12)

11. The ACC inter-agency task forces on followup to the recent United Nations
conferences and the Inter-Agency Committee on Winen and Gender Equality have
reaffirnmed the inportance of devel oping a comon set of indicators for neasuring
the progress made at the country level for the followup to United Nations
conferences. A substantial nunber of projects funded by the UNDP Poverty
Strategies Initiative are assisting national partners in assessing the magnitude
and distribution of poverty nationw de, by providing support to househol d
surveys, poverty assessnments, human devel opment reports and ot her mapping and
anal ysis exercises. Enphasis is being placed on suppl enenting incone and
expenditure data with nmore qualitative indicators of poverty, gathering and

anal ysi ng data di saggregated down to the district or provincial |evel, and
strengt heni ng national and subnational capacities for poverty napping and
neasurenent. UNDP, the United Nations Children's Fund (UNI CEF), the

I nternational Labour Organization (I1LO, the International Fund for Agricultura
Devel opnent (1 FAD) and the World Bank have initiated collaboration on poverty

i ndicators and nonitoring with a view to strengthening capacity to gather and
anal yse information on and devel op indicators of social devel opnent (see

A/ 51/ 348, para. 67). UNDP, UNI CEF and the World Bank have established an

i nformal working group on poverty nonitoring. The current work programre
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expl ores quantitative and qualitative data-collection nethodologies with the aim
of building national capacity for nonitoring poverty. The same working group
has al so actively sought the production of a core set of welfare indicators to
limt the survey duplication that currently exists between the three

organi zations. The core questionnaire would be supplenented by a set of

fl exi bl e nodul es on various poverty-related topics designed to be used and
adapted, as desired, by individual countries. UNDP, UNI CEF and the Wrld Bank
are al so seeking ways to share experiences on poverty nonitoring and to better
coordi nate the work of the three organizations, for exanple, through a joint
poverty nonitoring website on the Internet. UNDP has produced a technica
support docunent entitled "Fromdata collection to poverty assessments" which
draws on work done by other parts of the United Nations system such as the

Nati onal Househol d Survey Capability Programe, the Wirld Bank, UNI CEF, the ILO
and | FAD. WFP has introduced vul nerability analysis and mapping (VAM to

anal yse the vulnerability of target populations to food insecurity and of their
capacities for coping with disaster. The results are used by WP in its |ong-
termstrategi c and contingency planning, project identification and design, and
target assistance. The VAM unit of WP coll aborates with the dobal Infornmation
and Early Warning System of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations (FAO), the Fam ne Early Warning System of the United States Agency for

I nternational Devel opnent and non-governmental organizations.

12. To help to inprove the effectiveness of public projects and programes,

i ncl udi ng soci al programes, | M- has provided extensive policy advice and

t echni cal assistance on public expenditure managenment to both devel opi ng and
transition economes. In sone countries in Latin Arerica, that assistance was
provided explicitly within the context of the design of a nmediumtermpoverty
reduction strategy. The assistance has sought to establish institutions and
procedures to nonitor, control and evaluate public expenditures. Technica

assi stance and policy advice have been provided also in connection with | M-
supported adjustnment programmes to integrate fiscally sustainable social safety
nets into those programmes to counter the adverse short-termeffects of certain
adj ust nent neasures on the poor. For exanple, technical assistance and policy
advi ce have been provided to several transition econom es experiencing |arge
changes in prices and enpl oyment to inprove the targeting of subsidies and to
restructure pensions, unenploynent conpensation and ot her social benefits. In
seven countries with economies in transition, UNESCO has conm ssioned reviews of
the present status of poverty and nethodol ogy for the neasurenent of poverty.

F. Gender analysis

Integrating a gender perspective (para. 13)

See followup to part Il of agreed conclusions 1996/1, as set out bel ow
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G Country strategy note

CSN and coordination of poverty eradication activities (paras. 14 and 15)

13. To date, 26 country strategy notes have been conpl eted and adopt ed.

Anot her 34 countries are expected to conplete themin the near future. Since
nost of the 26 conpleted country strategy notes

have been finalized only in the | ast year, no conprehensive anal ysis has yet
been done on their content.

Gving high priority to poverty eradication activities (para. 16)

14. Al resident coordinators have been asked to highlight, in their annua
reports for 1996, the United Nations systemis achievenents in the field of
poverty alleviation. CCPQOQ decided to undertake an anal ysis and assessnent of
country-level initiatives by the resident coordinator systemin the field of
poverty eradi cation, based in particular on the resident coordi nators' annua
reports for 1996, for review by the Cormittee at its eleventh regul ar session
i n Septenber 1997.

| nproving coordination through the resident coordinator system (para. 17)

15. The Poverty Strategies Initiative was |aunched by UNDP in March 1996 to
support country inplenmentation of the World Sunmt for Social Devel oprent, as
contai ned in paragraphs 26 (b) and 26 (d) of the Summit's Programme of Action
(a) the formul ati on of national poverty eradication plans and strategies; and
(b) the el aboration of national definitions, nmeasurenents, criteria and

i ndi cators of absolute poverty. The Initiative is financed from UNDP core
resources ($11 million) and bilateral donor contributions to a trust fund
established to support the achi evenent of the anti-poverty objectives of the
Sunmit (to date $9 million). The initiative is now being offered in over 70
countries. Mrre than half of the projects are for |owincone countries, and
about one third for |east developed countries. In terms of the human

devel opnent index (HDI), nore than 50 per cent of the projects have come from
countries with nediumHDl's, and 30 per cent fromcountries with [ ow HD s.

H Field-level committee

Revi ew of programmes and projects of United Nations systemby the field-|eve
conmittee (para. 18)

16. Efforts have been nade by the field-level conmttees to devote nore
attention to the review of substantive activities, although such review has yet
to be conducted in a regular and systemic way. Nevertheless, the field-Ieve
conmittees continue to serve as a United Nations coordi nati ng mechanismin the
countries concerned.
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I. Thematic groups

Pronpting the establishnent of thematic groups (para. 19)

17. The resident coordinators, in close cooperation wth agency
representatives, are charged with establishing thematic groups that will draw on
but not necessarily be identical to the inter-agency task forces. Many thematic
groups were fornmed around preparation and followup to the gl obal conferences.

I nter-agency coll aboration and coordi nation nmay represent a basis for harnonized
progranmm ng and eval uation, especially by JCGP partners, but is sel dom extended
to the programm ng |l evel. Frequently, United Nations system coll aboration for
poverty eradication has elicited the support of the other devel opnent partners,

i ncludi ng bilateral donors and non-governnental organizations.

J. Progranme approach

Use of progranme approach (para. 20)

18. A desk review of 65 country offices reveal ed that 37 per cent had at |east
one programre support document, the majority of which were in Africa. However,
that percentage rises to 52 per cent when project docunents used in a programre
approach manner are included. O those progranmes/projects, 69 per cent were in
support of poverty eradication and sustainable livelihoods (many of which

i ncl uded the gender dinensions of poverty and livelihoods). By definition,

t hose programres/ projects were devel oped in close collaboration with the United
Nations system and ot her devel opnent partners, guided by a national programre
framewor k. The programme approach is still inplemented in a different way by
each individual United Nations system organization. There is a clear interest
in the programre approach at the country |l evel, but sonme countries are choosing
to i npl ement the approach in stages, picking out and utilizing specific elenents
according to their needs. The resulting different types of programmes will form
future nodifications and refinements of the programme approach

K. Cooperation with the Bretton Wods institutions

Strengt heni ng coll aboration between the United Nations system and the Bretton
Whods institutions (paras. 21 and 22)

19. There is increased collaboration between | MF and the Wrld Bank and ot her
United Nations institutions, both in technical assistance on expenditure
managenment and policy and in designing social expenditure conponents of econonic
reform progranmes. The staffs of the Wrld Bank and | M- al so prepared a paper
for the Devel opment Conmittee in 1995 to discuss the inplications of the Wrld
Sunmmit for Social Developnent. Efforts continue to be nmade to facilitate an

ef fective use of the round-table neetings and consultative group neetings.
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L. I nter-agency coordination efforts

Reporting the work of task forces/providing coherent support at the nationa
| evel (para. 23)

20. See the report of ACC on integrated and coordi nated inpl enentati on and
followup of the major international United Nations conferences and sunmits

(E/ 1997/ __), which, pursuant to Council resolution 1996/36, reports on the work
of the three inter-agency task forces, as well as the Inter-Agency Commttee on
Sust ai nabl e Devel oprment and the Inter-Agency Committee on Wnen and Gender
Equality, and identifies policy and coordi nation i ssues to be addressed by the
Council and the General Assenbly. The prime objective of the task forces is to
ensure that fromthe headquarters | evel, support is provided to the resident
coordi nators and the United Nations country teamin each country so that they
may effectively assist the Governnment and national institutions in their pursuit
of conference goals and commitnents. The other objective of the task forces is
to assure that there is a coherent and comon understanding within the United
Nations system of goals and commitnents, and to that end to provi de coordinated
support at the country and regional |evels.

Ensuring coherence and avoiding duplication in the coordinated followup to
conferences (para. 24)

21. ACC decided to undertake at its second regul ar session of 1997, a

conpr ehensi ve assessnent of overall progress to date in pronoting the
coordinated followup to conferences. As part of its review, ACC will assess
(a) the effective utilization of the end products, including indicators, of the
task forces; (b) the regular updating and feedback on followup activities at
the country level, and on attainment of goals established by the conferences;
(c) the streanmlining of reporting requirenments and mechani sms, buil di ng on
existing reporting and information arrangenents, and on comon country
assessnents and on the concept of task nanagers and | ead organi zati ons and

(d) experience gained and | essons |learned fromthe use of flexible nmechanisns,
such as the task forces, for carrying out specific tasks under ACC. A workshop
wi Il be convened possibly in Septenber 1997, to review the outputs of the task
forces and other bodies to ensure coherence and interlinkages anbng them
particularly as to guidance for the resident coordi nator systemand on the
conti nued coordination of the followup to recent United Nations gl oba

conf erences.

Applying a gender perspective (para. 24)

22. The Inter-Agency Conmittee on Whnen and Gender Equality designated the
United Nations Devel opnment Fund for Wwnen (UNIFEM and UNFPA as its focal points
with three inter-agency task forces. They are expected to participate in the
meetings of the three task forces to ensure that the work of the task forces
reflects the gender perspective, and to report back to the Comnmittee on the
progress made in the work of each task force.



E/ 1997/ 58
Engl i sh
Page 10

Task Force on an Enabling Environnment for Econom c and Soci al Devel opnent
(para. 25)

23. The objective of the Task Force on an Enabling Environnent for Econom c and
Soci al Devel oprment is to establish a synthesis of best practices or |essons
learned in order to clarify the elements of an enabling environnent for econonic
and soci al devel opment, establish mechanisns for inproving inter-agency

coordi nation in support of such an environment, and provide respective
constituents with standardi zed inter-agency performance indicators of social and
econom ¢ progress that represent the devel opnent agenda reflected in the outcone
of the nmajor conferences. The Task Force established three subgroups on

capaci ty-buil ding for governance (UNDP as Chair), macroeconom ¢ and soci al
framework (World Bank as Chair) and indicators (Departnent for Econom c and
Social Information and Policy Analysis of the United Nations Secretariat as
Chair).

Task Force on Full Enploynent and Sustainable Livelihoods (para. 25)

24. The ACC Task Force on Full Enpl oynent and Sustai nabl e Livelihoods was

est abl i shed to assess policies on enploynment and sustainable |ivelihoods,
provi de | essons from experience, and denonstrate the potential of the United
Nat i ons system worki ng together to support an individual country's pursuit of
alternative policies towards full enploynment and sustainable |ivelihoods. The
Task Force decided to carry out enploynent policy reviews in seven countries
(Chile, Hungary, Nepal, Morocco, Zanbia, |ndonesia and Mzanbi que) in close
association with United Nations organi zati ons present in each country. The key
| essons fromthe experience of even the few countries covered reaffirns the view
that al though narket reforns are essential for sustainable enployment growth and
poverty alleviation, they are unlikely to be sufficient, especially in countries
with high | evels of poverty and inequality. They need to be suppl enented by
policies and programes designed to strengthen the capacity of key groups,

i ncludi ng the poor, especially through exercising their right to organi ze and
bargain collectively. Oher policies include a greater effort at hunman

resour ces devel opnment, including entrepreneurship devel opnent, credit schenes,
extensi on services and pronotion of the growh of snall and nedi umsized
enterprises and m croenterprises.

United Nations Systemw de Special lnitiative on Africa and United Nations New
Agenda for Devel opnent of Africa in the 1990s (para. 26)

25. At its two regul ar sessions of 1996, ACC reviewed the progress achieved
since the launching of the Special Initiative, and formul ated a nunber of
concl usi ons and reconmendations to guide the further inplenmentation of the
Initiative. ACC paid particular attention to the need to |ink the Specia
Initiatives as an instrunent of inplenentation to the United Nati ons New Agenda
for Devel opnent of Africa in the 1990s (see al so ACC/ 1996/ 4, paras. 5-22; and
ACC/ 1996/ 20, paras. 29-31).
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I1.  MAI NSTREAM NG THE CGENDER PERSPECTI VE | N UNI TED NATI ONS
ACTI VI TI ES FOR POVERTY ERADI CATI ON

For further details, see the report of the Secretary-General on
mai nstream ng of gender perspectives (E 1997/_ ).

Integrating a gender perspective into the followup to conferences and poverty
eradication activities (para. 28)

26. Mainstream ng a gender perspective inplies by definition that all should be
i nvol ved, share responsibilities and be accountable; much remains to be done in
that regard. The Inter-Agency Committee on Wnen and Gender Equality has
pursued mainstreamng as a key priority. Mre specific followup activities on
mai nst ream ng a gender perspective are reported in the reports of the Secretary-
Ceneral on mai nstream ng of gender perspectives (E/1997/__), progress in

i npl enentati on on General Assenbly resolution 50/120 (E/1997/__) and coordi nated
followup to conferences (E 1997/_ ).

Mai nstream ng a gender perspective in nacroeconom ¢ and ni croecononi ¢ policies
(para. 28 (a))

27. Technical assistance and policy advice have been provided in connection
wi th | M- supported adjustment programmes to integrate fiscally sustainable
soci al safety nets into those programmes to counter adverse short-termeffects
of certain adjustnent neasures on various groups, including wonen and chil dren

Exchange of information anong United Nations organi zations (para. 28 (b))

28. The United Nations systemcollaborated in preparing the report of the
Secretary- General on mainstream ng of gender perspectives into all policies and
programes of the United Nations system (E/1997/__), which will be before the
Council at its coordination segnent in 1997. Coll aboration and exchange of
information is al so taking place through the Inter-Agency Conmttee on Wnen and
Gender Equality (1 ACWGEE)

Use of data disaggregated by sex and statistical indicators (para. 28 (c)
and (d))

29. The JCGP Gender Subgroup is currently working on devel opi ng gender equality
indicators as an input to the comon country assessnent exercise. UNDP and the
United Nations Research Institute for Social Devel opnent (UNRI SD) are

col | aborating on a study of the gender dinensions of poverty based on a set of
concept ual papers on poverty/gender indicators; a series of country studies wll
then be undertaken to assess the inpact of devel opnent strategies on women. See
also the foll owup to paragraph 58 of agreed conclusions 1996/1, as set out

bel ow, and the report of the Secretary-Ceneral on nainstream ng of gender
perspectives (E 1997/_).

Gender inpact analysis (para. 28 (e))

30. On gender analysis, at a United Nations inter-agency workshop hosted by
UNDP from4 to 7 March 1997, an agreenent was reached to coll aborate on the
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devel opnent of conmmon capacity-building tools for gender analysis and gender
training, for use at the country | evel

Integration of gender perspective into nonitoring operational activities
(para. 28 (f))

31. |1 ACWEE agreed that it would follow carefully and woul d nmonitor regularly
progress made throughout the United Nations systemin incorporating a gender
perspective in institutional structures, and in policies and programm ng. It

al so took steps to ensure that inter-agency task forces set up by ACC for

i ntegrated conference followup fully reflect a gender perspective in their
work, including at the country level (see E/CN. 6/1997/7, para. 28; see also the
report of ACC on coordinated foll owup to conferences (E/1997/_)).

Di ssemination of infornmation on mainstrean ng a gender perspective/training on
gender issues (para. 28 (g) and (h))

32. The report of the Secretary-General on inplenentation of the outcome of the
Fourth Worl d Conference on Wnen (A/51/322) highlights the need for further
conceptual work, as well as for the devel opnent of practical tools, including
training, to enable all staff of the United Nations systemto apply a gender
perspective in their day-to-day work. Methodol ogies for gender training are
bei ng devel oped, sometines collaboratively by a nunber of United Nations
entities, which are to be shared by all entities to create a common dat abase for
use by all agencies.

Increasing the participation of wonen in policy design and inpl enentation
(para. 29)

33. Efforts continue to be made to increase the percentage of wonmen in the
Secretariat and the United Nations system including in the areas of poverty.

| ACWGE will consider the staffing issues of the United Nations systemfor

i nproving the status of wonen and gender training. It held an in-depth exchange
on the status of wonen in the secretariats, based on a background paper that had
been prepared jointly by the Focal Point on Winen in the Secretariat and the
secretariats of the International Gvil Service Conm ssion and the Consultative
Committee on Adm nistrative Questions. A nunber of proposals were made to
strengthen |inkages, set priorities and proceed in a strategi c nanner (see

ACC/ 1996/ 22, para. 37). As for the country |level, mechanisns to incorporate
gender issues into progranmm ng and deci si on-nmaki ng processes in country offices
exi st where there is a high-level comm tnent by senior nmanagenment to gender

i ssues, which serves to legitimze gender issues in the eyes of United Nations
staff and devel opnment partners alike. Gender nmainstreamng is nost effective
where there is intersectoral programming. Furthernore, the inclusion of a wde
range of civil society actors helps to ensure that the voices and visions of
wonmen at the grass-roots |evel are brought into the policy-making process.

Col | aborati on between focal points in units of the Secretariat and wonen/ gender
units (para. 30)

34. Although cooperation exists between focal points in all units of the
Secretariat related to poverty and women/ gender units, including through | ACNGE

/...
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no conprehensive assessnent has yet been made of the extent to which such
cooperation is taking place.

Role of the Econom c and Social Council in nonitoring activities of the United
Nations system (para. 31)

35. The General Assenbly, in its resolution 50/203, invited the Council to
consi der devoting one high-1level segnent, one coordi nati on segnent, and one
operational activities segment to the advancenent of wonmen and i npl enent ati on of
the Beijing Declaration and Platformfor Action. Accordingly, as the cross-
sectoral theme at its coordination segnent of 1997, the Council will consider

t he mai nstream ng of the gender perspective into all policies and progranmes in
the United Nations system

36. Information about intergovernnental and United Nations systemactivities in
support of inplenmentation of the Beijing Platformfor Action is provided on an
annual basis to the Conmission on the Status of Wwnen, the Economi c and Socia
Counci| and the General Assenbly through the reports of the Secretary-General in
the framework of Assenbly resolution 50/203, Council resolution 1996/6 and
Assenbly resolution 51/69. Activities of the functional conmmi ssions that are
rel evant froma gender perspective will usually be reported to the Council so as

to assist the Council in its coordination function in the integrated foll ow up
to all recent United Nations conferences and summits (see E/CN. 6/1997/6,
para. 25). It will be necessary to review the extent of nainstream ng a gender

perspective in connection with poverty issues.

Inter-Agency Conmmittee on Wonen and Gender Equality (para. 32)

37. I1ACWEE is drafting a mssion statenment for the United Nations system on
advancenent and enpower nent of wonen and gender mainstrean ng, for adoption by
ACC. The Committee also plans to identify performance indicators, nmechani sns
for accountability and best practices, and will devel op practical tools and
approaches for mainstreanng and for nmonitoring and inplenenting the Platform
for Action and the systemw de mediumterm plan for the advancenent of wonen,
1996- 2001 (see E/CN. 6/1997/2, para. 26). The Council has been provided with
information on the work of ACWGE in the report of ACC on coordinated foll ow up
to conferences (E/ 1997/_ ).

Integrating a gender perspective at the field level (para. 33)

38. | ACWEE has taken steps to ensure that the outputs of the task forces, such
as their final reports or the guidelines for resident representatives, fully
refl ect a gender perspective, including direct or indirect participation in the
di scussions of case studies at the country level (see ACC/ 1996/22, para. 31)
(see also the report of ACC on integrated and coordi nated i npl enentati on and
followup to the major United Nations conferences and sunmits (E/ 1997/_ )).
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1. A HARMONI ZED AND | NTEGRATED APPROACH TO | NTERGOVERNMENTAL
CONSI DERATI ON OF POVERTY ERADI CATI ON

Har noni zi ng i ntergovernnmental consideration of poverty eradication (para. 34)

39. The functional conm ssions have taken into account the gui dance provi ded by
the Council to harnonize their work related to poverty eradication. G eater
efforts have been nmade to facilitate exchange of inputs anong the conm ssions,
enhance conpl enentarity, and mnimze overlap and duplication anmbng themin this
area (see also the followup to paras. 37 and 40-50 of agreed concl usions
1996/ 1, as set out above).

Role of the General Assenbly, the Econonic and Social Council and the functiona

conmi ssions (para. 35)

40. The CGeneral Assenbly, in its resolution 50/161, decided that it would hold
a special session in the year 2000 for an overall review and appraisal of the

i npl enentati on of the outcome of the Wrld Summit for Social Devel opnent and to
consi der further actions and initiatives.

41. In a letter dated 4 Septenmber 1996, the President of the Council conveyed
agreed concl usions 1996/1 to the chairpersons of the functional comm ssions to
draw the attention of the functional comrssions to the conclusions so that they
m ght take into account the guidance given by the Council. Simlarly, a letter
dated 10 Septenber 1996 was sent fromthe Under-Secretary-CGeneral for Policy
Coordi nati on and Sustai nabl e Devel opnent to all ACC nenbers, drawi ng their
attention to relevant provisions of the agreed conclusions. The Secretari at
prepared reports proposing actions to be taken by the functional conm ssions.
The Conm ssion for Social Developrment, in its decision 35/103 adopted at its
thirty-fifth session, in March 1997, took note of the note by the Secretary-
General on agreed conclusions 1996/1 (E/CN.5/1997/9), and further agreed to
forward suggestions in that regard in a letter addressed by the Chairman to the
President of the Council. The Conmi ssion on the Status of Wnen took explicit
followup action in the formof a text submtted by the Chairperson (see

E/ CN. 6/ 1997/ L. 17).

A, Strengthening the role of the Economic and Social Council in
providing an integrated approach to poverty eradication

Coordination by the Econonic and Social Council (para. 36)

42. The Secretariat has included elenents related to poverty eradication in its
reports for the coordination segment of the Council's substantive session of
1997. Simlar efforts will be nade in preparing a report on the cross-cutting

t hene of the coordination segment in 1998 (see also the followup to para. 37 of
agreed concl usi ons 1996/1, as set out above).
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Overall review of poverty eradication by the Econom ¢ and Social Council/inputs
fromfunctional conmm ssions (para. 37)

43. In accordance with Council resolution 1996/7 on the followup to the Sunmt
and the future role of the Comm ssion for Social Devel opnent, priority at the
thirty-fifth session of the Conm ssion in 1997 was given to productive

enpl oyment and sustainable livelihoods, with a focus on three topics drawn from
t he Programme of Action of the Sunmit, one of which included inproving access to
producti ve resources and infrastructure, as defined in chapter 1l of the
Programme of Action (Eradication of poverty). Priority at the thirty-sixth
session of the Comm ssion, in 1998, will be given to pronoting socia
integration and participation of all people; at the thirty-ninth session, in
1999, the focus will be on social services for all. Those priority topics wll

i ncl ude subtopics directly related to poverty eradication (see E/ CN. 9/1997/9,
paras. 6-9).

44, The Conmission on the Status of Wnen, in accordance with its multi-year
work programe, will consider issues related to poverty eradication in 1998
within the framework of the review of the synthesized report of national action
pl ans and of the md-termreview of the systemw de nediumtermplan for the
advancenent of wonen, 1996-2001. Thus, the Conmission can provide an input to
the overall review of the theme of poverty eradication to be undertaken by the
Counci| (see E/CN.6/1997/L.17).

45. The Commi ssion on Popul ati on and Devel opnent is scheduled to review health
and nortality in 1998, with special enphasis on the |inkages between health and
devel opnent, and on gender and age. It is expected that that revieww | follow
the structure of the | CPD Progranmme of Action, and will include a discussion of
infant nortality and |ife expectancy, two indicators that have been shown to be
closely associated with poverty. In 1999, the Conmi ssion will have under

consi deration a report on popul ation growth, structure and distribution, with
speci al enphasis on sustai ned econonmi ¢ growth and sustai nabl e devel opnent,

i ncl udi ng popul ati on, sustained econom c growth and poverty, as these are dealt
with in chapter 1l of the | CPD Programme of Action. Also in 1999, the

Commi ssion wi |l undertake a qui nquenni al review and apprai sal of the progress
nmade i n achieving the goals and objectives of the | CPD Progranme of Action and
in inplenenting its recomendations, and will report its findings to the
Council. Those reports can provide technical and focused inputs to the
Council's overall review of poverty eradication at a date to be determ ned by
the Council (see E/CN. 9/1997/10, para. 7).

46. The approach taken by the Conm ssion on Sustai nabl e Devel oprent, in
preparing for the 1997 special session of the General Assenbly, was to take
stock of progress reported by other bodies in inplenenting the outcomes of the
Wrld Summt for Social Devel opnent, and outcones of other conferences rel ated
to poverty. The Bureau recommended that the Secretariat transmit the report on
chapter 3 of Agenda 21 prepared for the 1997 review as well as the rel evant

out comes of the 1997 special session, to the Comm ssion for Social Devel oprnent
when it considers matters related to the followup to the Sunmt.

47. The Commission on Human Rights, in its resolution 1997/11 on human rights
and extrenme poverty, has requested the Secretary-General to convey the fina
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report on human rights and extreme poverty to, inter alia, the General Assenbly,
t he Econonmic and Social Council, the Comm ssion for Social Devel opment and the
Conmmi ssi on on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent .

Revi ewi ng the report of ACC (para. 38)

48. See the report of ACC on integrated and coordinated inplenmentation and
followup of major United Nations conferences and summits (E/ 1997/ __) (see al so
the foll owup to paras. 23-26 of agreed conclusions 1996/ 1, as set out above).

B. Functional comi ssions

Coordinating the nulti-year programme of the functional conm ssions (para. 39)

49. The conplenentarity of the work of the functional comm ssions related to

poverty eradi cati on has been enhanced through efforts to coordi nate the

mul ti-year programes (see sect. Il of the report of the Secretary-CGeneral on

mai nst ream ng gender perspectives (E/ 1997/ __), which addresses ways to inprove
t he division of |abour anmong functional conm ssions).

The role of the Comm ssion for Social Devel opnment/identifying task nmanagers
(para. 40)

50. The Econom c and Social Council adopted the recomendati ons and deci si ons
proposed by the Conmi ssion at its special session to inprove its functioning and
streamine its agenda so as to reflect the outcome of the Wrld Summt for

Soci al Devel opnent. The revised agenda was used for the first tine at the

Conmi ssion's 1997 session. Based on that experience, the Comm ssion will decide
to maintain or adapt its agenda for its thirty-sixth session. The Secretary-
Ceneral will take into account the need to ensure adequate Secretariat support
to the Conmmission in the context of the overall review of the structure of the
Secretariat in the economc and social fields (see E/CN. 5/1997/9, para. 10).

51. The ILO acted as task manager for the preparation of the report of the
Secretary-Ceneral on the priority thenme of productive enpl oynent and sustai nabl e
livelihoods (E/CN.5/1997/3). Oher task managers will be identified for the
preparation of future priority thenmes, as appropriate (see E/CN 5/1997/9,

para. 11).

Contribution fromother functional conm ssions (paras. 41 and 42)

52. The Conm ssi on on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent del i berated on chapter 3 of
Agenda 21 (Conbating poverty) for the first time at its third session, in 1995,
when it adopted a conprehensive view of the issue, building upon the outcone of
the World Summit for Social Devel opnent, the International Conference on

Popul ati on and Devel opnent and the outcomes of other relevant neetings. At its
fourth session, the Conm ssion on Sustainabl e Devel opment integrated the outcone
of the Fourth Wirld Conference on Wonen and the preparatory work for the United
Nati ons Conference on Human Settlenents (Habitat I1) into its overal

assessnent, and decided in the future to focus its attention on the |inks

bet ween poverty and the environment. The proposed multi-year work progranme of

/...
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t he Conmi ssi on on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent for 1998-2002 each year incl udes
poverty, consunption and production patterns as overriding issues. |If adopted,
that would al so entail considering the |inks between poverty and such econonic
sectors as energy and natural resource nanagenent.

53. The following inputs were or will be transmtted to the Conm ssion on
Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent from other functional comm ssions: (a) resolution
S-1996/ 1 adopted by the Comm ssion for Social Devel opnment on strategies and
actions for the eradication of poverty; (b) agreed conclusions on the theme
"Wonen and the environnment" adopted by the Conmi ssion on the Status of Wnen;
and (c) the results of the deliberations of the Comm ssion on Popul ati on and
Devel oprment in 1999 on the topic "Popul ation, sustained econom ¢ growth and
poverty".

The role of the Conm ssion on the Status of Wnen (para. 43)

54. The review in 1998 of the synthesized report anal ysing national action

pl ans of CGovernnents will be an opportunity for the Conm ssion on the Status of
Wbren to assess progress in the critical area of concern on wonmen and poverty.
A simlar assessnent can be expected fromthe conprehensive revi ew and apprai sa
of the inplenentation of the Platformfor Action in 2000. Both should provide
an input into the review and appraisal of the Wrld Sumit for Socia

Devel opnent schedul ed for that sanme year (see E/CN. 6/1997/6, para. 11).

55. The agreed concl usi ons adopted by the Commi ssion on the Status of Wnen at
its forty-first session on the thenme "Education and training of wonmen", as well
as the agreed conclusions to be adopted in 1999 on the thene "Wnen and heal t h",
woul d be transmtted, as appropriate, to the Conm ssion for Social Devel opnent,
which will consider issues related to social services at its session of 1999, as
well as to the 1999 session of Conmmi ssion on Popul ati on and Devel opnment, which
wi Il consider the review and appraisal of the I CPD Programe of Action (see also
the followup to para. 44 of agreed conclusions 1996/1, as set out above).

56. Since the Comm ssion for Social Devel opnent usually neets before the

Commi ssion on the Status of Wnen in the sane cal endar year, the concl usions and
reconmendati ons from any expert group neetings organized by the Secretariat in
that regard woul d al ready be avail able. Any agreed concl usions adopted by the
Conmi ssion on the Status of Wnen, however, could be nmade available to the

Commi ssion for Social Devel opnment only in the foll owi ng cal endar year (see

E/ CN. 6/ 1997/ 6, para. 13).

Cooperation between the Conmm ssion on the Status of Wnen and other functiona
conmi ssions (para. 44)

57. The Chai rperson of the Conm ssion on the Status of Winen will contact the
chai rpersons of other functional comm ssions of the Council with responsibility
for the followup of United Nations conferences with a view to considering ways
and neans to cooperate in reviewing the inplenentation of the Beijing Platform
for Action in areas falling under the nandate of other functional comm ssions,
and to coordinate mutual inputs to discussions by the various functiona

conmi ssions of priority topics, as appropriate. The Secretariat will bring to
the attention of other functional conm ssions relevant decisions of the
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Conmi ssion on the Status of Wnen (see E/CN 6/1997/L.17). The Conmi ssion for
Soci al Devel opnent has decided to apply a gender perspective in all its

del i berations and to review the gender inplications of policies being discussed
inrelation to the followup to the Wirld Sumrt for Social Devel opnment. The
Commi ssi on on Popul ati on and Devel opnent al so deci ded that gender woul d be a
speci al enphasis of its exam nation on a nunber of topics inits multi-year work
pr ogr ame.

Conmi ssion on Human Rights and the Commi ssion on the Status of Wnen (para. 45)

58. The Chairperson of the Conm ssion on the Status of Whnen will contact the
Chai rperson of the Comm ssion on Human Rights with a view to exam ning the best
way to ensure cooperation in the review of the human rights of wonmen. The

Conmmi ssion on the Status of Wnen has invited the Secretariat to submt a report
on that subject to both the Conmi ssion on the Status of Wmen and the Commi ssion
on Human Rights, in cooperation with the Centre for Human Rights and the

Di vi sion on the Advancenent of Wnen of the United Nations Secretariat, with a
viewto facilitating interaction between the two conm ssions (see

E/ CN. 6/ 1997/ L. 17).

Conmi ssion on Popul ati on and Devel opnent (para. 46)

59. Wth regard to the Comm ssion on Popul ati on and Devel opnment, the | CPD
Programme of Action reflects the concept of sustainable devel opnent and the
closely linked concept of poverty eradication. References to poverty and its
eradi cation are interspersed throughout the nulti-year work programe of the
Conmmi ssi on on Popul ati on and Devel opnent (see also the followup to para. 37 of
agreed concl usi ons 1996/1, as set out above).

Conmi ssion on Science and Technol ogy for Devel opnent (para. 47)

60. The report of the Conm ssion on Science and Technol ogy for Devel opment on
its third session (E/ 1997/31) will be before the Council at its current session

Commi ssion on Narcotic Drugs and Commi ssion on Crine Prevention and Crimna
Justice (para. 48)

61. The Secretariat will bring to the attention of the Comm ssion for Social
Devel opnent rel evant deci sions of the Commi ssion on Narcotic Drugs and the
Conmi ssion on Crinme Prevention and Crimnal Justice for the consideration in
1998 of the priority theme "Pronoting social integration and the participation
of all people, including disadvantaged and vul nerabl e groups and persons” and
t he sub-thene "Violence, crime and the problemof illicit drugs and substance
abuse as factors of social disintegration”. The Bureau of the Conm ssion for
Soci al Devel opnent may consult with the bureaux of those other comm ssions to
consi der ways and neans to cooperate in that regard (E/ CN. 5/1997/9, paras. 16
and 17).
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Support by ACC nechanisns to the work of functional conm ssions (paras. 49
and 50)

62. The Task Force on Basic Social Services for Al furnished a report to the
Conmmi ssi on on Popul ati on and Devel opnent. In its resolution 1996/7, the Counci
decided that the task forces should informthe Conm ssion for Social Devel opnent
and the Council of the progress nmade in their work for the purpose of system

wi de coordi nation. Accordingly, a second dialogue (the first dial ogue was
organi zed at the special session of the Commi ssion in 1996) was organi zed with

t he chai rpersons of the ACC inter-agency task forces.

63. In its short-termand | ong-termwork progranme, |ACWEE decided, inter alia,
to focus on mainstream ng of a gender perspective in the United Nations system
as well as on the inplenentation of the systemw de nediumtermplan for the
advancenent of wonen, 1996-2000. Those efforts are expected to support the work
of the Conmission on the Status of Wnen and the Econonic and Social Council in
the area of poverty eradication (E/ CN 6/1997/6, para. 20).

C. Consideration of commpn thenes by the functional conmni ssions
or by the Counci

Consi deration of the enabling environnent (para. 51)

64. At its resuned substantive session of 1996, the Economic and Socia
Council, by its decision 1996/ 310, decided that the theme for the high-Ieve
segnent of its substantive session of 1997 would be "Fostering an enabling
environnent for devel opnent - Financial flows, including capital flows;

i nvestnent; trade".

1. Integrated national strategies for poverty eradication

Fostering an exchange of national experiences in the Comm ssion for Socia
Devel opnent (para. 52)

65. At its special session, in 1996, the Comm ssion for Social Devel opnent

consi dered strategies and actions for the eradication of poverty and adopted
resolution S 1996/1, in which it provided nunerous reconmendations to
Governnents, the United Nations system and organi zations of civil society with
respect to eradicating poverty, and also, inter alia, stressed the need to
periodically nonitor, assess and share information on the performance of poverty
eradi cation plans; evaluate policies to conbat poverty; and pronote an
under st andi ng and awar eness of poverty and its causes and consequences.
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2. Basic social services as a crucial instrunent for
poverty eradication

Exam nation of social services in 1999 (para. 53)

66. The Economi c and Social Council, in its resolution 1996/7, decided that the
Conmmi ssion for Social Devel opment, at its session in 1999, will consider the
initiation of the overall review of the inplenentation of the outcome of the
World Sunmit for Social Devel opnent, without reference to a particular focus on
education. The concl usions and recomendati ons of the Comm ssion for Socia
Devel opnent, under the thene of social services for all, which is to be exam ned
at its 1999 session, will be available to the Conmm ssion on Popul ati on and

Devel opnent during its session in 2000 due to the scheduling of the two

commi ssions (see E/CN. 9/1997/10, para. 9).

Inputs to the Comm ssion for Social Devel opnent fromthe Conm ssion on Hunman
Rights, the Comm ssion on Sustainable Devel opnent, the Comm ssion on Popul ati on
and Devel opnent and the Conm ssion on the Status of Wnen (para. 54)

67. The report of the Conm ssion on Human Rights on its session in 1997 will be
submtted to the Council. |In addition, the final report on human rights and
extreme poverty will be conveyed to the Comm ssion for Social Devel oprent, as
requested by the Comm ssion on Human Rights in its resolution 1997/11 on human
rights and extreme poverty. Wth regard to environnmental health and safe
drinki ng water and sanitation, the Conmm ssion for Social Devel oprent will draw
upon the report on the 1997 special session of the General Assenbly on the
review of the inplenentation of Agenda 21 (see followup to para. 37 of agreed
concl usions 1996/1, as set out above).

68. The Secretariat will bring to the attention of the Conm ssion for Social
Devel opnent rel evant deci sions of the Comm ssion on Popul ati on and Devel opnent .
The annual reports of the ACC Task Force on Basic Social Services for Al
submtted to the Commi ssion on Popul ati on and Devel opnent in 1997
(E/CN.9/1997/4) and to be submitted in 1998 and 1999 nmay be useful to the

Commi ssion for Social Devel opnent when it focuses on basic social services at
its session in 1999. The outcome of the deliberations of the Conmm ssion on the
Status of Wonmen could serve as useful inputs to the Conm ssion for Social

Devel opnent in 1999 on education and training of wonmen in 1997, and in 1998 the
review of national action plans in 1998 and the md-termreview of the system
wi de nediumtermplan for the advancenent of wonen (see E/ CN. 6/1997/6,

para. 21).

Revi ew of conference goals by the Conmi ssion for Social Devel opnent (para. 55)

69. The Secretariat will bring to the attention of the Comm ssion for Social
Devel opnent rel evant deci sions of the other functional comr ssions nentioned by
the Council in order to facilitate their contribution to the Conm ssion's

di scussion of its priority subject at its thirty-seventh session, in 1999. That
contribution may include the ongoing work of those comm ssions with respect to
reviewi ng the achi evenent of goals and targets set by the relevant internationa
conferences. The docunentation requested by the Comrission for its thirty-
seventh session should also reflect that input (see E/CN. 5/1997/9, para. 25).

/...



E/ 1997/ 58
Engl i sh
Page 21

3. Productive enpl oynent

Exami nation of productive enploynent and sustainable livelihoods by the
Conmi ssion for Social Devel opnent in 1997 (para. 56)

70. Gven the different schedul e of sessions of the Conm ssion for Socia
Devel opnent and the Conmm ssion on the Status of Wnen, the concl usions and
recomendati ons of the expert group neeting organized by the Secretariat were
made avail able to the Commi ssion for Social Devel opnent but the results of the
session of the Conm ssion on the Status of Wnen itself could not be nade
avai | abl e. However, input could be provided to the Conm ssion for Socia

Devel opnent for its review of the inplenentation of the outcome of the Wrld
Summit for Social Devel opnent, beginning in 1999, and the overall review and
apprai sal in 2000 (see E/CN. 6/1997/6, para. 22). As task manager and Chairman
of the Inter-Agency Task Force on Enpl oyment and Sustai nabl e Livelihoods, the
I LO ensured that the work of the Task Force was fully taken into account in the
preparation of the report on that subject to the Conmm ssion for Socia

Devel opnent .

4, Vulnerability, social integration and participation of
people living in poverty

Exami nation of social integration by the Conmi ssion for Social Devel opnent in
1998 (para. 57)

71. The Bureau of the Comm ssion for Social Devel opment may wi sh to be in
contact with the bureaus of the other functional comm ssions mentioned by the
Council in order to facilitate their contribution to the Conm ssion's di scussion
of its priority subject at its session in 1998. Discussion will focus on three
sub-themes: (a) "Pronoting social integration through responsive governnent,
full participation in society, non-discrimnation, tolerance, equality and
soci al justice"; (b) "Enhancing social protection, reducing vulnerability and
enhanci ng enpl oynment opportunities for groups with specific needs"; and

(c) "Violence, crinme and the problemof illicit drugs and substance abuse as
factors of social disintegration". Contributions should include the ongoing
wor k of those comm ssions in those fields, with particular attention to actions
for the eradication of poverty (see E/CN 5/1997/9, para. 27).

5. Statistics

Inputs fromthe Statistical Conmi ssion (para. 58)

72. At its twenty-ninth session, the Statistical Comm ssion endorsed the

m ni mum nati onal social data set (MNSDS), as recommended by the Working G oup on
International Statistical Progranmes and Coordi nation, with one substitution
("Contraceptive preval ence rate” replaced "Percentage of infants weighing |ess
than 2,500 g at birth, by sex"). The Conm ssion stressed that the indicators in
IMNSDS shoul d be considered as a m ninumand not a maximumlist, and invited
users to build on it to nmeet national needs and circunstances, and requirenents
in specific fields. The Comm ssion agreed that the inplenentation and use of

/...
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MNSDS shoul d be considered at the thirtieth session of the Conm ssion. Use of
the data set has been endorsed by the three ACC task forces.

73. The Statistical Commission, at its twenty-ninth session noted the sem nar
on poverty statistics that was to be convened by the Econom ¢ Conm ssion for
Latin Anerica and the Caribbean, in collaboration with other regional

comm ssions, in Santiago from7 to 9 May 1997. The Commi ssion al so noted that
group of experts would neet in Chile, at the tine of the seminar referred to
above and again in Novenber 1997 in Brazil, to exam ne technical and

prof essional issues in developing statistics to neasure poverty.

74. The Conmmi ssion on the Status of Wwmen, in accordance with paragraph 58 of
agreed conclusions 1996/ 1, would wel come an input fromthe Statistical

Commi ssion on the statistical inplications of the Beijing Platformfor Action.
The Chairperson of the Comm ssion on the Status of Whnen will contact the

Chai rperson of the Statistical Conmission to exam ne how such input could be
provided in an effective manner (see E/ CN.6/1997/L.17).



