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1. ORGAN ZATI ONAL AND OTHER MATTERS

A. States parties to the Convention on the Elinination
of AlIl Forns of Discrimnation agai nst Wnen

1. On 25 July 1997, the closing date of the seventeenth session of the
Committee on the Elimnation of Discrimnation agai nst Wonen there were ...
States parties to the Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forns of

Di scrim nati on agai nst Whnen, whi ch was adopted by the General Assenbly in its
resol uti on 34/180 of 18 Decenber 1979 and opened for signature, ratification and
accession in New York in March 1980. |In accordance with article 27, the
Convention entered into force on 3 Septenber 1981.

2. Alist of States parties to the Convention is contained in annex | to the
present report.

B. Opening of the session

3. The Conmittee held its seventeenth session at United Nations Headquarters
from7 to 25 July 1997. The Committee held ... plenary neetings and its two
wor ki ng groups each held ... neetings. A sub-group of Wirking G oup | on the
revised rules of procedure of the Commttee held ... neetings.

4. The session was opened by the Chairperson of the Conmttee, Ms. Sal ma Khan

(Bangl adesh), who had been el ected at the sixteenth session of the Comrmittee in
January 1997.
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5. Addressing the Committee on behalf of the Secretary-CGeneral and the

Assi stant Secretary-CGeneral and Special Adviser on Gender |ssues, the Deputy
Director of the Division for the Advancenment of Wnen, Ms. Kristen Tinothy,
stated that the seventeenth session of the Cormittee was an historic occasion as
it was the first time that it was neeting for a second annual session.

6. She noted that the General Assenbly's approval of the second session was an
interi mneasure pending the acceptance of two thirds of the States parties to

t he Convention of the amendment of article 20 (1). At present, 14 States
parties had accepted the anendnent. She added that since the sixteenth session
of the Committee, five nore countries had becone States parties to the
Convention, nanely Kyrgyzstan on 10 February 1997, Switzerland on 27 March 1997
Mozanbi que on 16 April 1997, Lebanon on 21 April 1997 and Tur kmeni stan on

1 May 1997.

7. She said that significant progress had been made towards the el aboration of
an optional protocol to the Convention, which would provide for the right to
petition the Commttee. The open-ended working group of the Comm ssion on the
Status of Wonmen, which net for the first tine in parallel with the fortieth
session of the Comm ssion, had continued its work at the forty-first session in
March 1997. She indicated that the working group had considered a draft

optional protocol prepared by it Chairperson, M. Al oisia Wergetter of Austria,
on the basis of the Commttee' s suggestion nunber 7 and comments made by Menber
States. She informed the Committee that the first reading of the Chairperson's
draft had been conpleted by the working group, and the draft would be built upon
when the Commission net in 1998. The Commi ssion had again invited a
representative of the Comrittee to attend as a resource person of the open-ended
wor ki ng group when it met during its forty-second and forty-third sessions, in
1998 and 1999, respectively.

8. The Deputy Director informed the Committee that the Commssion at its
forty-first session had marked the fiftieth anniversary since its establishnent.
She noted that at its forty-second session, the Comm ssion would review four
critical areas of concern of the Beijing Platformfor Action, adopted by the
Fourth World Conference on Wonen,! held at Beijing in 1995, which incorporate

i ssues of central inmportance to the Committee: violence agai nst wonmen; wonen in
armed conflict; human rights of women; and the girl child. As part of the
preparations for the Conm ssion's session, the Division for the Advancenent of
Wbrren woul d convene expert group neetings on those issues. She pointed out that
the Division would wel cone inputs fromthe Comrittee on the substance of the
expert group neetings.

9. The Deputy Director stated that the D vision was working closely with
non- governmental organi zations to prepare for the fiftieth anniversary of the
Uni versal Declaration of Human Rights in 1998 and suggested that the Comittee
m ght consider making a contribution to the observation of that anniversary.

10. She commended the pre-session working group of the Conmttee on its work
and suggested that the Committee might wish to consider further ways in which
the Secretariat could assist the working group to fulfil its task. She also
suggested that the Commttee might wish to revisit the question of the timng of
t he pre-session working group
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11. The Deputy Director informed the Conmittee that since its |ast session the
wor ki ng net hods of United Nations human rights treaty bodi es had been subjected
to scrutiny by at |east two acadenmi c conferences. The final report on enhancing
their long-termeffectiveness had been subnmitted to the Conm ssion on Human
Rights at its fifty-third session in March 1997.

C. Attendance

12. Wth the exception of Ms. Hanna Beate Schopp-Schilling and

Ms. Mervat Tallawy, all menbers of the Cormittee attended the seventeenth
session; Ms. Tendai Ruth Bare attended from..., Ms. MriamEstrada attended
from10 to 25 July and Ms. Anne-Lise Ryel and Ms. G nko Sato attended from?7 to
11 July.

13. A list of the nenbers of the Cormittee and the duration of their terns of
of fice, appears in annex Il to the present report.

D. Solemn declaration

14. At the opening of the seventeenth session, before assum ng her functions,
the re-el ected menber of the Committee, Ms. Kongit Sinegiorgis (Ethiopia), nade
the sol etm decl aration as provided for under rule 10 of the rules of procedure
of the Committee.

E. Adoption of the agenda and organi zation of work

15. The Conmittee considered the provisional agenda and organi zati on of work
(CEDAW C/ 1997/ 11/1) at its 334th neeting, on 7 July 1997. Before adopting the
agenda, the Commttee agreed with the proposal of its Bureau to consider the
third report of Italy on the basis of an English text only, noting that it would
do so only on an exceptional basis. The agenda as adopted was as foll ows:

1. Openi ng of the session

2. Sol emm decl aration by the new nenber of the Conmttee.

3. Adoption of the agenda and organizati on of work.

4. Report of the Chairperson on activities undertaken between the

si xteenth and seventeenth sessions of the Conmttee.

5. Consi deration of reports submtted by States parties under article 18
of the Convention on the Elimnation of All Forns of Discrimnation
agai nst Woren.

6. I npl enentation of article 21 of the Convention on the Elimnation of
Al'l Fornms of Discrimnation agai nst Wnen.

7. Ways and neans of expediting the work of the Conmittee.
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8. Provi si onal agenda for the eighteenth session
9. Adoption of the report of the Conmttee on its seventeenth session.

F. Report of the pre-session working group

16. The Conmittee had decided, at its ninth session, to convene a pre-session
wor ki ng group for five days before each session to prepare lists of questions
relating to second and subsequent periodic reports that woul d be consi dered by
the Conmttee at the session
17. The following three menbers participated in the working group

Aurora Javate de Dios (Asia and the Pacific)

Ayse Feride Acar (Europe)

Mriam Estrada (Latin America and the Cari bbean).

The working group conpleted its task in four days, the fifth day being a
hol i day.

18. The working group prepared lists of issues and questions on four States
parties' reports: Argentina, Australia, Bangladesh and Italy.

19. At the 342nd neeting, on 11 July 1997, the Chairperson of the pre-session
wor ki ng group introduced the report of the group (CEDAW C/ 1997/11/CRP.1 and
Add. 1-4).

G Conposition and organi zation of work of
the working groups

20. At its 335th neeting, on 7 July 1997, the Committee agreed on the
conposition of its two standing working groups: Wrking Goup I, to consider
ways and means of expediting the work of the Committee, and Working Goup I, to
consi der ways and nmeans of inplenmenting article 21 of the Convention. A
sub-group of Wrking Goup | was established to review the draft revised rules
of procedure of the Comittee.

21. Working Goup | was conposed of the follow ng nenbers of the Comittee:
Ayse Feride Acar, Ema Aouij, Desiree Bernard, Silvia Cartwight, Ivanka Corti,
Yol anda Ferrer Gonez, Aurora Javate de Dios, Sal ma Khan, Yung-Chung Ki m

Ai da Gonzal ez Martinez, Ahoua Quedraogo, Anne Lise Ryel, G nko Sato,

Carnel Shal ev, Lin Shangzhen and Kongit Sinegiorgis. The sub-group to review
the revised draft rules of procedure was conpri sed of Desiree Bernard,

Silvia Cartwight, Ivanka Corti, Aida Gonzalez Martinez and Kongit Sinegiorgis.

22. Working Goup Il was conposed of the followi ng nenbers of the Conmttee:
Ai da Gonzal ez Martinez, Carlota Bustelo, Charlotte Abaka, Sunaryati Hartono,
Ahoua Quedraogo, Carnel Shalev, Silvia Cartwight and Lin Shangzhen
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23. The specific issues addressed by Wrking Goups | and Il were as foll ows:
(a) Wrking Goup I. Overdue reports and w thdrawal of reports and ot her

practices; draft guidelines on concluding coments; report of the independent
expert on effective functioning of bodies established pursuant to United Nations
human rights instruments; nethods of work and timng of the pre-session working
group; relations with the Special Rapporteur on Viol ence agai nst Wonen and ot her
rapporteurs; semnars to be devel oped by the Conmttee; and reports to be

consi dered at the nineteenth and twentieth sessions of the Committee;

(b) Working Goup II. Method of formulation of general reconmendations
and | ong-term progranme of work in this regard (i.e., articles to be the focus
of general recommendations); relations with specialized agencies; possible
contribution of the Commttee to the Fiftieth Anniversary of the Universa
Decl arati on of Human Rights, e.g., statement for the Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts;
and briefing for the resource person on the working group on the optiona
pr ot ocol

Not es

1 A/ CONF. 177/ 20, chap. |, resolution 1, annex Il



