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Il. Annotations to the provisional agenda
ltem1 - Election of officers
1. In accordance with the usual practice, the Expert Meeting nmay wish to el ect

a Chai rman and a Vi ce- Chairman- cum Rapporteur.

ltem?2 - Adoption of the agenda

2. The provisional agenda for the Meeting is in section | above. The tentative
schedul e of neetings for the three days is attached to this docunent. A detailed
programme will be avail abl e one week before the neeting.

Docunent ati on

TD/ B/ COM 2/ EM 2/ 1 Provi si onal agenda and annotations
Item3 - I nvest nent pronotion and suggested neasures to further devel opnent
obj ectives
3. The Commi ssion on I nvestnent, Technol ogy and Rel ated Fi nancial |ssues, at

its first session (Novenber 1996/ January 1997), decided to convene "a meeting on
i nvestment pronotion and suggested nmeasures in this respect that further
devel opnent objectives” (cf. TD/'B/44/4 - TD/B/COM 2/ 4, annex |, para. 9(c)).

4, The contribution which foreign direct investnment can make to devel oprent
is widely recogni zed, including as a source of capital as well as of managerial,
techni cal and narketing know how necessary for the devel opnent of new and vi abl e
manuf act uri ng, services and resource-based industries in devel oping countries.
Over the past decade, many countries have |iberalized the policy environment and
| egal framework in favour of foreign direct investment; nany have al so adopted a
broad range of pronotional neasures, including the offering of incentives, the
establ i shnent of institutions to assist foreign investors and the provision of
information. Wth investnment policy regi mes becom ng increasingly open and
simlar, the trend towards investnent pronotion is likely to increase, as many
countries find that they need to undertake further pronotional efforts to attract
the desired level of inflows, and of a kind consonant with their devel oprment

obj ectives, in the increasingly conpetitive environnent for internationa

i nvest ment wor | d-wi de.
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5. The Expert Meeting will review recent country and regional experience in
i nvestment pronotion, fromthe perspective of policy-making officials,
practitioners and other investnent experts. It is expected that the Meeting wil
further the exchange of best practices anong host country investnent pronotion
institutions, and al so encourage greater cooperation anong i nward and outward

i nvestment pronotion progranmres. The latter include such neasures as insurance
schenes, technical assistance, investnent mssions and the di ssem nati on of

i nformation.

6. Many CGovernmnents regard offering incentives to foreign investors as an

i nportant policy tool to pronote investments. The costs and benefits of
incentives and the intensified incentives conpetition are at the core of the
debate. The Meeting also ains to pronote internati onal cooperation and to
enhance awareness of the need to maxi m ze the devel opnent effects of incentives
and avoi d excessive conpetition

7. The Expert Meeting is also expected to take into account the interests and
needs of devel oping countries, in particular the LDCs, and economies in
transition (para. 83 of the Report of the Comm ssion (TD/ B/ COM 2/4)).

8. The Expert Meeting will take place sinmultaneously with the second annua
Conference of the Wrld Association of Investnment Pronotion Agencies (WAIPA). The
two neetings will hold joint sessions on the substantial issues under this item

9. To assist the experts, the secretariat has prepared an issues paper which
draws on two larger studies entitled Incentives and Foreign Direct |nvestnent
(UNCTAD/ DTCI / 28) and Survey of Best Practices in Investnment Pronotion
(UNCTAD/ I TE/ 11 P/1). In addition, participants have al so been invited to prepare
expert papers on the above-nentioned issues, drawing on their nationa
experiences.

Docunent ati on

TD/ B/ COM 2/ EM 2/ 2 | nvest nent pronotion and devel opnent:
| ssues and questions - Report by the
UNCTAD secretari at

Item4 - Adoption of the report of the neeting
10. The Expert Meeting may wi sh to adopt reconmendati ons/agreed concl usions, if
it deems necessary, at the end of the Meeting. The final report will be conpiled

under the authority of the Chairperson after the conclusion of the Meeting. The
report of the Expert Meeting will be submtted to the Conm ssion on |Investnment,
Technol ogy and Rel ated Financial |ssues at its second session
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Ti ret abl e (Tentative)

Meeting of Experts on
I nvest ment Pronotion and Devel opment Cbj ectives

(24 - 26 September 1997)

Wednesday 24/9

Thursday 25/9

Friday 26/9

10 am. Plenary

Opening of the Meeting by
Director

1. Election of officers

2. Adoption of agenda

Followed by

Informals:

[tem 3 - Investment
promotion and suggested
measures to further

devel opment objectives

a) Promotion of inward
foreign direct investment

10 am. Informals:
Item 3 - (continued)

b) Promotion of outward
foreign direct investment

12:30 Presentation by the
secretariat on technical
cooperation in the area of
investment.

10 am. Informals (cont.):

Item 3 - (continued)

C) Investment incentives

Followed by:

Consideration of possible
outcome

3 p.m. Informals:
Item 3 - (continued)

a) Promotion of inward
foreign direct investment

3 p.m. Informals:
Item 3 - (continued)

C) Investment incentives

Informals (cont.):
Consideration of possible
outcome

Plenary (closing)
Adoption of outcome




