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The PRESIDENT (translated from French): | declare open the
765t h plenary neeting of the Conference on Di sarmanment.

I would Iike to make an introductory statenment. It is a great honour
for me to take up the presidency of the Conference on Di sarmanment on behal f
of the Republic of Senegal. | would like to assure you that | will spare no
effort to discharge the duties of the presidency during this difficult period
whi ch the Conference on Disarnmanent is going through. First of all I would

like to express ny profound gratitude to my predecessor

Ambassador Gigori Berdenni kov of the Russian Federation, for the efforts and
tal ent he displayed during his termof office. | would also like to tell him
agai n how nmuch I enjoyed nmy stay in his country as the Ambassador of Senegal

| am also grateful to the Secretary-Ceneral of the Conference on Di sar manent
and Personal Representative of the United Nations Secretary-Ceneral

M. Mladimr Petrovsky, as well as the Deputy Secretary-General

M. Abdel kader Bensnmil, and all the nmenbers of the secretariat for

the wi se and essential assistance which they are sure to give ne.

The Conference on Disarmanent is passing through a crucial period inits
exi stence, and at present is in an uncertain situation in which the spirit of
consensus that has always helped it to overconme obstacles which at first sight
m ght seem i nsurnountabl e seens to have been overshadowed by the preval ence of
suspicion in which the slightest proposal nmade by any country or group of
countries is immediately questionable. | think this is especially regrettable
because some countries such as mne, which have just been admtted as
full-fl edged nmenbers, intended to participate fully in the work of this body,
which represented in their eyes the vigour and effectiveness which
mul til ateral diplomacy should display. This participation in the work of the
i nternational comunity's sole nmultilateral negotiating body seemed to us to
be all the nore exciting because the Conference had achi eved undeni abl e
successes by negotiating and drawing up treaties and conventi ons which
guaranteed still better the future of com ng generations. | wll sinply
recall the nost recent ones - the Convention on Chemnical Wapons and the
Conpr ehensi ve Nucl ear Test-Ban Treaty.

G ven those successes, we viewed the future as promni sing and we hoped
that the Conference was not going to stop when it was doing so well but would
continue to forge ahead and tackle the other inportant issues which had been
before it since it was created, in the area of both nuclear and conventiona
arms, including anti-personnel |andmnes. Unfortunately, and we deeply regret
this, the Conference on Disarmanent seens to have beconme bogged down since the
opening of this session in sterile considerations which have little to do with
this body's wholly justified solid reputation of effectiveness and
seriousness. Perhaps all of this, is, after all, just a tricky patch
following the intensive efforts nmade | ast year to conplete the draft
conpr ehensi ve nucl ear test-ban treaty. W would venture to hope today that
reason will prevail and that the Conference, thanks to its usual w sdom wll
find a dynam c consensus in order finally to adopt a programe of work duly
taking into account the interests of all sides, the climate and politica
realities of the post-cold-war period.
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I would be particularly reassured by such a devel opment because
represent a country, Senegal, which is known for its spirit of peace and
di al ogue, a country which is a party to all the treaties and all the
conventions drawn up in the area of disarmanment; a country which gives
priority to establishing brotherly and mutually beneficial relations with
all States in its subregion and its continent, Africa, a country which has no
intention, either today or tonmorrow, of acquiring weapons of mass destruction
a country whose | eaders consider that all the wealth swallowed up in research
and devel opnent or the acquisition of such weapons woul d be better applied to
devel opnent and the wel fare of mankind as a whole. This is why Senegal
through its head of State, President Abdou Di ouf, never lets slip an

opportunity to praise the nerits of the “peace dividend”. This is also
why Senegal wel coned the signature in Cairo, Egypt, of the African
Nucl ear - Weapon- Free Zone Treaty. In the same context allow ne here to comend

South Africa, which unilaterally decided to divest itself of nuclear weapons.
Finally, this is why Senegal joined 27 other countries of the G 21 to draw up
a programme of action for the elimnation of nuclear weapons (CD/ 1419) and
remai ns in favour of establishing an ad hoc conmittee on nucl ear di sarmanment
within this Conference. W believe that the establishment of such a committee
woul d not in any way prejudice the praiseworthy efforts undertaken by the

nucl ear Powers to reduce their nuclear arsenals. W welcone those efforts and
urge their continuation. But we are not convinced that negotiations in the
area of nucl ear weapons should remain exclusively in the purview of the
nucl ear -weapon States. The involvenment of the international community is
essential because transparency and confidence are essential in such a
sensitive area

Anot her issue of particular interest to Senegal is that of
anti-personnel landmines. W will not elaborate on the ravages w ought in our
continent and el sewhere in the world by this veritable scourge. M country is
participating in the Gtawa Process and we would |like to take this opportunity
to thank the Canadi an Governnent for its welcone initiative. W consider that
t he Conference on Disarmanent, for its part, could find appropriate machinery
to study this question. As far as Senegal is concerned, we will join any
consensus on this matter, as we will also join consensus on the way to dea
with the other items on the agenda of the Conference. But what my country
could not accept is that the Conference should try to ignore the question
of nucl ear disarmanent, whose inportance no | onger needs denonstrating.
I nteresting proposal s have been nmade in the Conference for a fair and
equi tabl e conprom se on a bal anced programe of work fromwhich all nenbers of
t he Conference could benefit. | hope that reason and wisdomw ||l prevail to
preserve and strengthen the Conference's credibility and enable it to achieve
t he breakt hroughs which the international conmunity expects of it.

On the speakers' list for today | have the representative of Sudan
Ambassador Sahlool. | give himthe floor

M. SAHLOOL (Sudan): Permt me at the outset to express the gratitude
and appreciation of ny delegation to address the Conference on D sarnmanent on
an itemwhich is of great concern to ny country.
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The Sudan has had to endure the ravages of a civil war since 1955,
and al though sonme maj or steps have recently been taken to achieve a fina
settl ement of the conflict, by the signing of a peace agreement with
seven rebel factions only last nmonth, there is a ot to be undertaken before a
final peaceful settlenent is achieved. However, the Sudan has to deal with a
nore urgent problem nanely, the resettlenent of the displaced persons in the
areas under governnent control. The major inpedinment to the inplenentation of
the resettl enent programme and the rehabilitation efforts is the cl earance of
the m nes which have been extensively planted in the conflict-affected areas
by the warring factions during the civil war.

The Sudan ranks third after Angola and Mozanbique in suffering fromthe

scourge of landmnes in the African continent. It has initiated a dem ning
canpaign, and is therefore keen to solicit international assistance for its
m ne clearance activities. In this respect, | amhappy to report that a

nunber of donors, including sone in the United States, have pl edged support
for the demning activities, which we hope should commence where hostilities
have ceased definitively. Talks have comrenced between the Government of

the Sudan and the M ne Clearance and Policy Unit (MCPU) of the United Nations
Department of Humanitarian Affairs (DHA). However, and as with al

DHA- supported programmes, the capacity to inplenment is dependent on support
fromthe international donor conmunity. The Sudan therefore calls upon the

i nternational conmunity to give the MCPU of the DHA every possibl e assistance
to enhance its capacity to be able to nmonitor the prohibition of landmines in
all international conflicts.

We believe that this Conference should be instrunental in keeping
the international debate on a global ban on landmines on track, and it is
encouraging to note that the problem of anti-personnel |andm nes is on the
agenda of this session. 1In this respect, the Sudan wel cones the proposa
to establish an ad hoc comrttee on a “ban on anti-personnel |andm nes”
and pledges its cooperation in negotiating an effective, legally binding
i nternational agreenent to this end. The Sudan is also ready and willing to
participate in the preparatory neetings |leading to the forthcom ng Qtawa
Conference, which will hopefully commt those countries which have expressed
their readiness to accept sonme constraints on the kind of |andm ne that can be
used or sold, taking into consideration paragraphs 69 and 70 of the section on
“Di sarmanent and international security” of the Final Document adopted at the
Twel fth Mnisterial Conference of the Mowvenent of Non-Aligned Countries held
in New Del hi on 7 and 8 April 1997. W are happy to note that the
Uni ted Kingdom under its new Adm nistration, is ready to join the ranks of
t hese countries, and hope that other major Powers will follow this comendable
exanpl e.

We hope that, in tinme, an agreenent which may be concluded at this
juncture will beconme a truly global arrangenment enabling the internationa
conmunity to verify those countries which persist in providing the parties to
the various conflicts with the financial and technical means to secure and
plant mines, and apply all means of pressure at its disposal to persuade them
to desist from producing and providing the mnes. W believe that the
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Conf erence should give this problemtop priority in its agenda, and should
not be deflected from pursuing this course by any other priorities, since
it is of prinme inportance to many countries in Africa, and could contribute
significantly to their stability and peaceful devel opnent.

The PRESIDENT (translated from French): | thank the representative of
the Sudan for his statenent. Wuld any other delegations |ike to speak at
this stage? | give the floor to the Ambassador of Turkey.

M. ULUCEVIK (Turkey): Thank you very nuch, Madam President, for giving
me the floor. Since it is not my intention this nmorning to speak on the
substance of the subjects on our agenda, | venture to reserve ny words of
congratul ati on upon your assunption of the presidency of the CD for a |later
stage of our work when | address the substantive issues.

If you will allow e, | shall dwell on a first-ever event in the history
of the United Nations which occurred |ast week with a direct bearing on the
conduct of the CD s business in safety and wi thout hindrance, as well as on
the safety and safe novenent, within the United Nations prem ses in Geneva of
the nmenbers of the delegations to the CD, together with those of staff of the
secretari at.

A week ago today, on 22 May, as we were sitting in this very chanber for
a formal plenary neeting, at around 11 a.m, sonme 200 persons or nore,
brandi shi ng banners belonging to the PKK terrorists, broke into the Palais des
Nations and forced their way into the first floor of the main building,
smashi ng gl ass doors at door 4. They cane as close as within 40 or 50 netres
of the Salle du Conseil. They occupied the United Nations prem ses for about
five hours. 1In the course of the episode, the intruders burned the flags of
two United Nations Menber States who are, at the same tine, nenbers of the CD

Despite the indisputable fact that their abhorrent actions constituted
an offence in the formof violation of United Nations property and established
rules, with regard to the inviolability of international prem ses and the
security of United Nations personnel and diplomats, the denonstrators were
able to perpetrate their attack with inpunity. As announced |ater by the
United Nations Geneva Office, the denpbnstrators were escorted by
United Nations security personnel and Swi ss police out of the United Nations
prem ses.

Up until this nmonment we have not yet heard anything fromany rel evant
authority, international or local, as to what |egal action has been initiated
agai nst those who have actually conmitted an outright offence, to say the
| east, by forcibly breaking into the United Nations prem ses and occupyi ng
them for several hours.

Fol | owi ng the despicable event, the United Nations Geneva Ofice issued
a statenent expressing satisfaction that the work of the United Nations was
not affected, and that the staff continued to fulfil their duties.
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Yet |, in ny capacity as Permanent Representative of the Republic of
Turkey, both to the United Nations Geneva Ofice and to the Di sar mament
Conf erence, was rendered unable to fulfil my duties in the CD on that
particul ar day because of the incident.

We, in Turkey, say that there is always a good in every evil. As a
matter of fact, the omi nous event of |ast week has brought to the Iight of day
the fact that there is an urgent need for the inplenentation of effective
security measures for the protection of the inviolability of the
United Nations Geneva Ofice's prem ses, where the CDis also seated, and to
ensure the safety of the United Nations personnel, as well as that of
di pl omats of Menmber States of the United Nations and the CD

Therefore, Madam President, in the light of |last week's event, | request
you to convey to the distinguished Director-Ceneral of the United Nations
Geneva O fice and, through him to the authorities of the host country, our
concern about the security situation in and around the United Nations Ceneva
O fice prem ses, together with our request that adequate effective neasures be
taken to ensure the inviolability of the United Nations CGeneva Ofice and
other United Nations specialized agencies' prem ses, as well as the safety of
the representatives of the Menber States and United Nations personnel

| entertain the hope that, as a result of pronpt action to reinforce the
security measures, anything in the nature of |ast week's event will not recur
in the future

Any delay in taking necessary preventive action, | amafraid, may give
rise to new attacks on the United Nations prem ses, this tinme maybe with nore
nef ari ous consequences.

The PRESIDENT (translated from French): | thank the representative of
Turkey for his statenent, and in this connection | would like to recall that
this question was raised yesterday during the Presidential consultations by
the Coordi nator of the Western Group. The Secretary-General of the
Conference, in his capacity as Director of the United Nations Ofice at
CGeneva, had occasion to explain the situation yesterday, to give an assurance
that no effort would be spared in the future to avoid a repetition of this
type of highly regrettable incident. Mreover, the Director-Ceneral has al so
informed nme that this norning he would be having a neeting with the Chairnman
of the Diplomatic Comrittee and with representatives of the host country
authorities in order to examne the situation as a whole and to draw all the
necessary conclusions fromthe incident which occurred | ast Thursday, and to
avoid a repetition.

| give the floor to the representative of Sri Lanka.
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M. GOONETILLEKE (Sri Lanka): | have asked for the floor follow ng the
statement nmade by the distingui shed Anbassador of Turkey. The incident
referred to by himwas indeed a very serious development. It should not have
occurred, but since it has, | think appropriate steps should be taken by the
United Nations O fice in Geneva, as well as the host Government, with a view
to preventing such developnents in the future. At the same tine, | would Iike
also to nention that there are at |east a nunmber of m ssions which can be
descri bed as vul nerable due to various situations. It is also to be noted

that the grounds in front of the United Nations Office are generally used by
denonstrators com ng fromvarious parts of the world to hold denonstrations,
and on certain occasions we see thousands taking part in such denonstrations.
Fortunately, so far, such denonstrations have been peaceful, but now a
precedent has been created and there can be situations where other
denonstrators, too, could be enbol dened by the incident described by the
Ambassador of Turkey, and they nay, too, try to develop their own tactics with
a viewto gaining entry into the building, as well as into diplomatic m ssions
in Geneva. It is, therefore, necessary for the United Nations, as well as for
t he host Government, to look into this matter carefully, and ny delegation is
pl eased to hear that neasures are already being taken to discuss this matter
It is the hope of nmy delegation that the nmissions will be informed of the
measures taken by the authorities concerned after the discussions are

conpl eted so that we can rest assured that there will be no repetition of what
happened | ast Thur sday.

The PRESIDENT (translated from French): | thank the representative
of Sri Lanka for his statenent and | think | can assure himthat the
Director-General of the United Nations O fice at Geneva will inform al
di pl omatic m ssions of any neasures which are decided on. Are there any other
del egations which would |like to take the floor? | see none.

I would like to informyou that the consultations comrenced by ny
predecessors about the progranme of work of the Conference are continuing. |

have detected a resolve, which I think is shared by all, not to spare any
effort to break the current deadl ock. However, | think that we need a little
nore time in order to define the incipient consensus on the subject. | would

therefore like to appeal to all delegations to display a spirit of conprom se
in order to enable the Conference to enbark on its substantive work.
Qoviously ny efforts will also focus on how the Conference can deal with the
i mportant question of the expansion of the nmenbership of the Conference.

| give the floor to the representative of Gernmany.
M. SEIBERT (Germany): Madam President, | should first like to

congratul ate you on the assunption of the presidency of the Conference. M
del egation fully trusts in the |eadership you will display in this Conference,

and we fully share the concerns expressed in your opening statenent. | should
like to assure you of the full support of ny delegation. Wth regard to the
guestion we have on hand - and, in particular, | amreferring to the text

whi ch enmerged fromour |ast consultations - ny del egation would |ike to know
where the real difficulties lie, because this is a text which amunts to a
mere procedural decision, a decision to appoint a special coordinator on
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anti-personnel |andm nes, an idea which, | have |earned, has been around for a
coupl e of nonths, and we had hoped that today we would be able to have a
consensus on this paper. |If this is not the case, then | should |ike to ask,

t hrough you, whether it is possible to consider this draft text as adopted

ad referendum which would give an opportunity to those del egati ons which

m ght not have instructions to come in at a |later stage, and pernmt us to
proceed with our work. |If this does not rally consensus, then | would like to
ask you whether we could nmeet in an open-ended informal meeting to find out
where the difficulties lie, in order to accelerate our work here in line with
what you have said in your opening statenment and, hopefully, we mght be able
to go ahead with this matter even before the next plenary. So, please could
we find out whether it is possible to accelerate this? Clearly, if we are not
able to start with consultations in the nonth of June, then we will probably

| ose the whole nmonth of July, because it will be difficult for the coordinator
to get the appropriate counterparts for his consultations, and the whol e
matter woul d be delayed until at |east August or even later. So all that we
are asking is to find out whether we can exert nore effort and goodwill in
order to nove ahead on this matter

The PRESIDENT (translated from French): | thank the representative of
Germany for his statement and for the kind words addressed to the Chair. |
wish to refer to yesterday's Presidential consultations, during which we took
stock of the situation on this draft decision. One group said that it needed
nmore tinme to reach a conmon position, especially as some nenbers are stil
awai ting instructions fromtheir capitals. Therefore there was no consensus.
The President remains at the disposal of the Conference in order to work in
the direction that is desired by its nenbers.

| give the floor to the representative of Finland.

Ms. VUORENPAA (Finland): Mdam President, | too would like to
congratul ate you on your assunption of the presidency of the CD, and I wish to
assure you of the full cooperation of the delegation of Finland. | fully
support what was just said by the distinguished Anbassador of Germany, and it
is the view of the delegation of Finland that this issue is very urgent and
that the CD should be able to nake a decision on this issue as soon as
possible. As you will remenber, we cane very close to an agreenent |ast week
and we would not like to waste what was achieved. W too propose, if there is
no objection in this room that we should continue consultations as soon as
possi bl e, preferably today.

The PRESIDENT (translated from French): | thank the representative of
Finl and for her statenent and for the kind words addressed to the Chair. |
give the floor to the representative of Chile.

M. BERGUNO (Chile) (translated from Spanish): Madam President, we wish
to associ ate ourselves both with the words of praise and satisfaction voiced
by sone del egations with regard to your taking the Chair and with statenents
concerning your intention to solve our problenms at the pace required and to
stress in particular that the point made by Gernany is a possible way out. |
understand from what you said, Madam that there are still groups that n ght
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have sonme difficulty in adopting a conmon position. | think that logic in our
consul tations should be directed, should nove ahead, in the procedura
direction that has been suggested, and in the context of that principle it
does not seemto nme to be appropriate to operate with a group |ogic but

i nstead, as indicated by the distinguished representative of Germany, we
shoul d nove forward ad referendumon this and other matters, as soon as
possi bl e, and ask those del egations that are still awaiting instructions to

i ndicate what their difficulties are.

The PRESIDENT (translated from French): | thank the representative of
Chile for his statenent and for the kind words addressed to the Chair. |
would like to call on the Anbassador of WMbrocco.

M. BENJELLOUN-TOUI M (Morocco) (translated from French):
Madam Presi dent, allow ne to say how happy | amto see you take up the Chair
of the Conference on Disarmanent. As | have had occasion to tell you, | would
have preferred you to be President at a nuch happier nmonment in the work of the
Conference, but I am sure that your experience and your diplomatic skill wll
enabl e you to carry out our work successfully. | w sh you every success and
you may depend on the cooperation of ny delegation. | wish to say that ny
del egati on has no objection to consultations being held. | nmerely wish to
suggest that, in order to inprove the climate in this Conference, it would be
useful if, while discussing the Arbassador of Australia' s proposal, we could
al so address all the other issues connected with the programe of work of the
Conf er ence.

The PRESIDENT (translated from French): | thank
Ambassador Benjelloun-Touim for his statenent and the kind words
he addressed to ne. | wish to call on the representative of Nigeria.

M. FASEHUN (Nigeria): Mdam President, | join previous speakers to
congratul ate you on assum ng the presidency of this very inmportant body. Last
week, a proposal was tabled; it was anended; both the proposal and the
anmendnents have been forwarded to our authorities. Yesterday, as recounted by
you, during consultations, there was no consensus on the anended text. Again
we have been asked what are the difficulties. W have been asked to hold
consultations, to which we are not opposed. But it seens an unusual proposal

as suggested just now, that naybe the groups should be dissolved. | don't
know whet her the dissolution of the groups should be on this particular issue
or perhaps on all issues. That would be quite wel come, of course. It would

just allow us to take different positions w thout the nmediating and noderating
i nfluence of the groups. W would then see how the CD would be able to do its
wor k. Maybe others have a magic wand to wave away the differences anongst

61 nmenber States of the CD who, in all their rights, are soverei gn and who,
according to the rules of procedure, should decide one way or the other how

t he house should nove. But comi ng back to the issue before us, we wish to
state that we are still awaiting the instructions of our authorities. And

m ght add, every new draft will have to be sent back to our headquarters for
decision. So we are not opposed to holding consultations. Whatever may be
the result of that consultation will be sent to our authorities, and they wll
take their tinme to convey instructions to us. Let ne enphasize again that
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every new draft will be sent back to our headquarters for instructions. So it
is reasonabl e to suggest that the paper of l|last week will be considered first.
Let the various delegations be given tinme to react to the proposals. As you
said, we may be near what you call incipient consensus. | would just say, |et
us put “incipient” and “consensus” in brackets. W shall not comment on what
is called procedural questions. For some countries, though, what is

consi dered procedural is also quite inportant. But again, to enphasize, every
new draft will have to be sent home, and when we get our instructions, these
wi |l be passed through our G oup Coordinator, or if we have to state it here,
it will be stated openly in plenary.

The PRESIDENT (translated from French): | thank the representative of
Ni geria for his statenent and for the kind words addressed to the Chair
On ny list of speakers | have the Anbassador of Poland to whom | give the
floor.

M. DEMBINSKI (Poland) (translated from French): First,
Madam President, | would Iike to congratulate you on taking the Chair of the
Conf erence on Di sarmanment and to assure you of ny delegation's full support
i n discharging your duties. As regards the problem which is now being
di scussed here, as co-sponsor of the proposal to appoint a special coordinator
on the question of anti-personnel nines, ny delegation would |ike to express
its regret that this proposal, which was nmade nore than two nonths ago, is
still being discussed. As has been enphasized here, this is a procedura
deci si on whi ch prejudges nothing, but which would make it possible to nove
forward in the discussions and the preparations for negotiations in a specific
area of very special inportance. So in the deadlock we are in at the nonent,
I would strongly support the proposal made by the Ambassador of Germany a
while ago to enable the Conference to nove forward or to rmake some progress in
this area; otherwise, there is also the possibility of holding inform
consul tations after the suspension of the plenary neeting, to enable
del egations to speak at greater length on the text which was drafted here | ast
week.

The PRESIDENT (translated from French): | thank the representative of
Pol and for his statenent and for the kind words addressed to the Chair. |
would like to give the floor to the Anbassador of Mexico.

M. de | CAZA (Mexico) (translated from Spanish): Madam President,
extend to you the congratul ati ons of ny del egati on and assure you of its
support. W have |istened to your statement today and we are sure that you
wi Il guide our work for the benefit of the Conference on Di sarmament.

A draft has been submitted to us to enable the Conference on Di sar manent
to deal with the issue of anti-personnel |andnm nes. W have been told that
this is a matter of procedure. | believe that in this case formis substance.
My del egati on and nmy Governnent attach great inportance to the tota
prohi bition of anti-personnel |andm nes. W believe that this is an urgent
humanitarian matter. W are participating in and we are providing nonentumto
the OGttawa Process in order to arrive at a total ban on these indiscrimnate
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weapons before the end of this year. W are not convinced that this
Conference is the appropriate forumfor discussing this matter, on account of
its nature, and on account of the nethods of work of the Conference. However,
if there were to be consensus, and whenever that consensus is attained, we

wi || not oppose consultations being held on a possible mandate and on the
necessary arrangenents to see how this Conference on Di sarmanent coul d dea
with the issue. In the absence of such a consensus, we are not convinced that

the Conference should deal with the matter of anti-personnel |andm nes, either
fromthe substantive point of view or fromthe procedural point of view.

To conclude, allow nme to quote paragraph 19 of our rules of procedure, which
states: “The work of the Conference shall be conducted in plenary neetings,
as well as under any additional arrangenents agreed by the Conference, such as
i nformal neetings ...~ There is no consensus on hol ding informal neetings on
this matter.

The PRESIDENT (translated from French): | thank the representative of
Mexico for his statenment and for the kind words addressed to the Chair. Now I
would like to give the floor to the representative of Chile.

M. BERGUNO (Chile) (translated from Spanish): | apologize for taking
the floor again on this subject. It is just to dispel the idea that by waving
a magi ¢ wand | m ght have wanted to abolish the regional groups that exist. |
think that the Conference benefits fromthe groups and | think that benefit
m ght be drawn from many nore contract groups. What | do not think is
appropriate is to interpret the rules of procedure as involving twofold
consensus, that we need consensus anpong the menbers of the Conference and we
need consensus anong the groups. Consensus anong the groups is consensus
anong their nenbers, who are all nenbers of the same Conference on
Di sarmanent. | think that major statenents have been nade here that we shoul d
wei gh up correctly. | think we should be grateful for all these statements
i nsofar as they denonstrate a degree of flexibility that we urgently need, and
I welconme the fact that the idea that there is an emergi ng consensus has been
expressed by the distinguished representatives.

The PRESIDENT (translated from French): | thank the representative of
Chile for his statement. Are there other requests for the floor? 1| see none.

So we have heard several proposals. First of all the proposal to
continue consultations on anti-personnel |andm nes. There is also a proposa
to pursue consultations on the entire programme of work. Certain del egations
are not opposed to the hol ding of consultations, but have al ready warned t hat
any proposal nmade would have to be referred to their capitals for
instructions. Lastly, there are del egations that say they woul d not oppose a
consensus if one were reached for the holding of consultations. So |I would
like to be able to say that it appears to ne that the Conference would w sh us
to hold informal consultations after the adjournnment of the official plenary
nmeeti ng.

| give the floor to the Ambassador of Mexico.
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M. de | CAZA (Mexico) (translated from Spanish): Madam President,
forgive ne for interrupting you. Perhaps | didn't express nyself correctly

and the interpreters were not able to follow nme closely. | am not opposed to
the hol ding of informal consultations. Nothing and no one can prevent
del egates from consulting one another. | am opposed to the Conference hol ding

i nformal consultation sessions on a subject which ny delegation is not
convinced is a matter for this Conference as long as there is no agreenent and
as long as there is no consensus. W have heard that there are del egations
that still have no instructions and could not go along with a consensus.
Therefore there is no consensus. Nothing prevents you, Madam from consulting
menbers informally, but not in the formof informal plenaries.

Sir Mchael WESTON (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland): | wonder if there is not some confusion here. | think it is a
confusion which is quite natural because of the fact that we, unfortunately,
held the informal open-ended consultations |ast week in this roomand it does
make us all think that we are, therefore, holding an informal neeting. But |
agree with the Anbassador of Mexico: for an informal neeting we do need
consensus, but for informal consultations we do not. The arrangenent | ast
week was not a neeting. It was an informal consultation which happened to be
held in this room And so | think this is an inportant distinction because,
really, if we are not even able to have consultations of that sort, open-ended
consul tations wi thout consensus, we really have reached a situation in which
the Conference is totally paralysed. But we have not reached that situation
We are able to decide to have open-ended informal consultations and they can
if it is the wish of the President, take place in this roomin the way that
they took place |ast week. So | would just make that point.

M. de | CAZA (Mexico) (translated from Spanish): After two years of
systemati c di sagreenent, it gives me great pleasure to be in total agreenent
with what Sir M chael Weston has said.

The PRESIDENT (translated from French): | too amdelighted that we are
com ng to understand each other. Therefore, | would Ilike to adjourn the
pl enary neeting and, in a quarter of an hour's tinme, to hold open-ended
informal consultations in this roomin order to make use of all the facilities
avail able to us.

The next plenary neeting of the Conference will be held on Thursday,
5 June at 10 a.m

The neeting rose at 11.15 a. m




