UNITED
NATIONS S

Security Council

Di str.
GENERAL

S/ 1997/ 524
8 July 1997

ORI G NAL: ENGLI SH

LETTER DATED 8 JULY 1997 FROM THE REPRESENTATI VES OF FRANCE,

THE UNI TED KI NGDOM OF GREAT BRI TAIN AND NORTHERN | RELAND

AND THE UNI TED STATES OF AMERI CA ADDRESSED TO THE PRESI DENT
OF THE SECURI TY COUNCI L

We have the honour to refer to the joint letter dated 27 June 1997 fromthe
Per manent Cbservers for the League of Arab States (LAS) and the Organi zation of
African Unity (QAU) to the United Nations (S/1997/497), enclosing a joint letter
fromthe Secretaries-Ceneral of those two organi zations relating to the question
of the sanctions agai nst Libya.

The letter of the Secretaries-CGeneral once again tries to msrepresent the
qguestion of Libya as a dispute between Libya and two countries. This is not the
case. The sanctions inmposed on Libya in Security Council resolutions 748 (1992)
and 883 (1993) were as a result of the Libyan Governnent's refusal to conply
with obligations which had been required of it by the unani nous decision of the
Security Council in resolution 731 (1992). The question which the Counci
continues to address, therefore, is not a dispute between a few States, but the
matter of Libya's continued defiance of a unani nous and bi ndi ng decision of the
Security Counci |

We regret that the letter of the Secretaries-CGeneral of QAU and LAS does
not nention the existence of any of the Security Council resolutions relating to
Li bya, nor does it nmention Libya's failure to conply with them Instead the
Secretari es-General repeat earlier proposals for trial of the Lockerbie accused
in a venue outside Scotland or the United States, proposals which do not conform
to the requirenents of the relevant Security Council resolutions. W do not
bel i eve that Council decisions should be a matter of negotiation; they should be
obeyed in full

The Governnent of Libya knows that for the sanctions against it to be
swiftly lifted, all it needs to do is conply with the Council's resol utions.
Yet it continues to refuse to take such a step. The first objective of al
Menber States and regi onal organizations interested in seeing an end to this
matter should be to persuade the Government of Libya to fulfil its obligations
so that sanctions can be lifted and the authority of the Council be upheld.
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In the nmeanti ne we have taken note of the proposals in the joint letter of
the Secretaries-Ceneral relating to humanitarian flights. Resolution 748 (1992)
of course already contains provisions for the Libyans to apply to the Conmittee
establ i shed pursuant to that resolution for special dispensation for

humani tarian flights. W would like to reiterate our willingness to continue to
consi der such applications, as provided for in resolution 748 (1992), which does
not limt humanitarian needs to nedical evacuations. |n addition, for the |ast

three years the Commttee has permtted flights to the Hajj, thus facilitating
travel by Libyan citizens to undertake this act of religious devotion. W see
no reason why this practice should not continue.

We should be grateful if you would have the present letter circulated as a
docunment of the Security Council

(Signed) Al ain DEJAMVET (Signed) Stephen GOVERSALL
Per manent Representative of Chargé d' affaires of the
France to the United Nations United Kingdom of Geat Britain

and Northern Ireland to the
Uni ted Nations

(Signed) Bill R CHARDSON
Per manent Representative of the
United States of Anerica to the
United Nations



