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Section 25. Hunmanitarian assi stance

1. At its 18th neeting, on 23 June 1997, the Committee considered section 25,
Humani t ari an assi stance, of the proposed progranme budget for the biennium
1998- 1999.

Di scussi on

2. Many del egati ons expressed support for the activities of the Department of
Humanitarian Affairs. They supported the priorities proposed under the
programe of work, in particular the enphasis placed on the strengthening of the
coordi nating function of the Departnment, and the proposed | evel and distribution
of the resources within the section. Sone del egati ons expressed their
appreci ati on concerning the outstanding contribution of the Department to the
activities of the Inter-Agency Task Force on Chernobyl and enphasized that it
shoul d be strengthened further

3. Several del egations expressed concern at the hi gh dependence of the
Departnment on extrabudgetary fundi ng and considered that this situation was not
inline with the provisions of General Assenbly resolution 51/194 of

17 Decenber 1996. Oher del egations stressed that all activities of the

Organi zati on shoul d be given assured funding and that over-reliance on
extrabudget ary resources shoul d be avoi ded.
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4. Sone del egati ons enphasi zed the inportance of the dem ning activities

carried out by the Departnent and the need for close coordination with simlar
activities of other departments of the Secretariat and other relevant entities.
They al so enphasi zed the need for a nore active role of the Departnent in
advocacy for a global ban on the use, stockpiling, production, and export of
anti-personnel |andm nes. One delegation stressed that the United Nations
needed to be enpowered to ensure that no restrictions were applied by any State
that woul d hinder or otherw se inpede, in any nmanner, access to m ne-cl earance
technology. It should also provide the necessary financial nmeans to fulfi

t hese charges. The sane del egati on enphasi zed that rel evant resol utions of

i ntergovernnmental bodi es shoul d be taken into account, in particular

paragraph 12 of General Assenbly resolution 51/149 of 13 Decenber 1996

5. Wth respect to disaster reduction activities, sone del egati ons stressed
that this work was | argely about |ong-termnational capacity-building and, as
such, should be carried out by the United Nations Devel opment Progranme (UNDP)
rather than the Departnent of Humanitarian Affairs.

6. Several del egations referred to the ongoing restructuring of the
Secretariat and considered that there should be a nore intensive dial ogue
bet ween Menber States and the Secretary-General on the restructuring of the
United Nations humanitarian activities. Sonme del egations recomrended t hat
decisions on the role of the Departnent of Humanitarian Affairs not be taken
until the reform proposals of the Secretary-General on track Il had been
announced and consi dered.

7. Sone del egations stressed the need for full inplenmentation by the
Secretariat of the recommendations on the in-depth evaluation of the Departnent
of Humanitarian Affairs, as reviewed and recommended by the Conmittee at its
current session.

8. One del egation enphasi zed that hunmanitarian assi stance should not be scal ed

down prematurely and that adequate resources shoul d be provided for the snpoth
transition fromrelief to rehabilitation and devel opnent efforts.

Concl usi ons and recomendati ons

9. The Conmittee decided to recommend to the CGeneral Assenbly that it approve
t he programme narrative of section 25, Humanitarian assistance, of the proposed
programe budget for the biennium 1998-1999, subject to further consideration as
stated in paragraph 35 of the introduction



