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PROGRAMVE QUESTI ONS: PROPCSED PROGRAMVE BUDGET FOR THE
Bl ENNI UM 1998-1999 (item 4 (a))

Section 21. Reqgular programre of technical cooperation

1. At its 20th and 22nd neetings, on 24 and 25 June 1997, the Conmittee
consi dered section 21, Regul ar programe of technical cooperation, of the
proposed progranmme budget for the biennium 1998-1999.

Di scussi on

2. A nunber of del egations expressed their support for the proposals under
this section. Sonme del egations stressed the inportance of the section for the
| east devel oped countries and countries with econonies in transition. Severa
del egations were of the view that paragraph 21.3 of the docunent should be
revised to include an indication that the activities of the section should be
carried out for the benefit of all devel oping countries.

3. Many del egati ons supported the proposed allocation of additional resources
under section 21, especially for crime prevention and crimnal justice and for
the drug control programme. Many del egati ons expressed concern at the inbal ance
observed in the distribution of resources within the programme. The sane

del egations also regretted that there were no resources allocated for the

i mpl ement ation of activities under the subprograme related to the right to
devel opnent .
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4. Sonme del egations regretted that the Secretariat was not in a position at

the present tine to informthe Conmttee of the actual stage of inplenentation
of the decentralization process and stressed the inportance of decentralization
in that regard.

5. One del egation enphasi zed the inportance of allocating regul ar budget
resources under the progranme to the subregional activities in the Caribbean
undertaken in accordance with programme 17 of the nmediumtermplan for the
period 1998-2001, which it was observed would be in keeping with the stated
intention of the United Nations and of the Economic Conmi ssion for Latin America
and the Caribbean (ECLAC) to address the needs and concerns of snall island
devel opi ng countries. In that connection, that del egati on recomended the
insertion in paragraph 21.53 of section 21 of a specific reference to
subprograme 17.11, Subregional activities in the Caribbean

6. Concer ni ng paragraph 21.23 (a) (i), one del egation questioned the

| egi sl ati ve mandate for including services for electoral assistance under the
section and proposed the del etion of the reference.

Concl usi ons and recomendati ons

7. The Conmittee recommended to the General Assenbly that it approve the
programe narrative of section 21, Regul ar programe of technical cooperation
of the proposed programe budget for the biennium 1998-1999, with the follow ng
nmodi fication: in the first line of paragraph 21.3, the words "devel opi ng
countries, in particular"” should be inserted after the words "oriented towards
the needs of".

8. The Conmittee al so recormended to the General Assenbly that it request the
Secretary-General to inplement fully the recommendati on of the Advisory
Committee on Adm nistrative and Budgetary Questions in paragraph V.46 of its
report on the proposed programe budget for the biennium 1996-1997 (A/ 50/ 7),

whi ch required the strengthening of the nonitoring, evaluation and control of
resources used in the programe.



