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Section 19. Econonmic and social developnent in Latin Anerica
and the Cari bbean

1. At its 22nd neeting, on 25 June 1997, the Commi ttee considered section 19,
Economi ¢ and soci al development in Latin Anerica and the Caribbean, of the
proposed progranme budget for the biennium 1998-1999.

Di scussi on

2. Many del egati ons expressed their support for the programe and acknow edged
the positive inpact of the work of the Econom ¢ Commi ssion for Latin Amrerica and
t he Cari bbean (ECLAC) in many areas of devel opnent and the prestige that it
enjoys in the region as a centre of excellence. Sone del egati ons wel coned t he
quality and quantity of the publications progranme and stressed the inmportance
of assuring wi de distribution for all publications.

3. Sone del egati ons considered that the | evel of both regul ar budget and

ext rabudgetary resources was not adequate to cover the extensive programe of
work contained in the section. They were al so concerned about the nunber of
posts proposed for abolition and the negative inpact this m ght have on the
capacity of ECLAC to inplement its programme of work. Qhers stressed the need
to ensure that sufficient regular budgetary and extrabudgetary resources were
all ocated to the subregional headquarters of ECLAC, in particular the Caribbean
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One del egation expressed the view that, given the econom c and social problens
facing the Latin American and Cari bbean regi ons, ECLAC shoul d now pl ace greater
enphasis than hitherto on operational activities that addressed the priority
concerns of the region. Sone del egati ons enphasi zed the i nportance of

nmai nt ai ni ng appropri ate coverage of social equity issues. Qhers were concerned
about the low | evel of resources available for environmental issues.

4. One del egation noted with concern the increase of the overall resources
request ed under the section and considered that resources shoul d decrease as a
result of the streamined structure derived fromthe reform process. Sone

del egations stressed that further stream ining mght hinder, in the long run
the full inplenentation of the Comm ssion's nmandated activities.

5. Sone del egati ons supported the streamining and restructuring reflected in
the work programmre. One del egation requested information on the |egislative
mandate for the inclusion of the | ast phrase in paragraph 19.4 of the section
Several del egations supported the thrust of the proposed nmanagenent pilot schene
and noted its potential application to other areas of the Secretariat. O her

del egati ons wel coned the di al ogue between ECLAC and nenber countries in the
setting of priorities within the work progranme. O her del egations wel coned the
recent effort to inprove the dial ogue between ECLAC and nmenber countries in the
setting of priorities within the work progranme and expressed the hope that a
constant di al ogue woul d be nmaintained on such a setting of priorities as well as
on the inplenmentation of the decisions adopted by ECLAC on 6 June 1997 regardi ng
t he managenent pil ot schene.

6. Sone del egati ons questioned the | egislative nandate justifying the

i nvol venment of ECLAC in activities stenmming fromthe Sunmt of the Americas held
at Manm . One delegation expressed regret that sonme del egations that had
participated in the Sunmit of the Americas had questioned the |egislative
nmandate relating to that Summit.

Concl usi ons and recomrendati ons

7. The Conmittee decided to recommend to the CGeneral Assenbly that it approve
the programme narrative of section 19, Econom c and soci al devel opnent in Latin
America and the Cari bbean, of the proposed programe budget for the biennium
1998- 1999, subject to further consideration as stated in paragraph 35 of the
introduction, with the follow ng nodification: in paragraph 19.58 (c), the word
"CARI COM' shoul d be added at the end of the paragraph



