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Section 16. Economi c and social developnent in Africa

1. At its 19th nmeeting, on 24 June 1997, the Commi ttee considered section 16
Economi ¢ and soci al devel opment in Africa, of the proposed progranmme budget for
t he bi enni um 1998- 1999.

Di scussi on

2. Many del egati ons expressed support for the programe of work in this
section, which was one of the priority areas of the Organization. They also
wel coned the reform process carried out by the Econom ¢ Conmi ssion for
Africa (ECA). A nunber of del egati ons encouraged the secretariat of the
Economi ¢ Commission to continue in its pursuit of professional and manageri al
excel | ence.

3. Several del egations expressed satisfaction at the efforts made to refocus
the programme of activities on fewer core issues. Sone delegations felt that
the programme of work did not give adequate treatnment to the core issues of
trade and finance, industry, transport and comunication, and agriculture in
their entirety. It was explained that while these issues did not in thensel ves
constitute separate subprogranmes, they were nmgjor areas of focus in the
programe of work under various subprogranmes.
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4. Sone del egati ons wel coned the proposed reduction of posts under executive

direction and managenent and programme support and the grow h refl ected under

t he substantive progranme of work. A nunber of del egations noted that the

Commi ssi on had becone nore streamined. They felt, however, that the resource
base was still too | ow and needed to be increased significantly. They also felt
t hat technol ogical innovation and decentralization through the new subregi ona
devel opnent centres, and the training of staff should be expanded to further
enhance the effectiveness and efficiency of the Conm ssion

5. Sone del egati ons encouraged the efforts being made to nobilize nore
extrabudgetary resources to conpl enent regul ar budget resources, which were not
comensurate with the devel opnent needs of the region and the chall enges facing
the Conm ssion. They referred to resolution 830 (XXXII) of the ECA Conference
of Mnisters requesting the Secretary-Ceneral, and also inviting the Genera
Assenbly, to allocate sufficient resources to the Commssion in order for it to
i mpl ement its programme of work. To this end, they stressed that the priority
accorded to African recovery, which has been reiterated on nmany occasi ons by the
Secretary-Ceneral, should be reflected in the allocation of resources.

6. One del egation was of the view that no resource growth should have been
proposed under this section follow ng the outcone of the reformcurrently under
way, and that the contributions to the African Institute for Econom c

Devel opnent and Pl anning (I DEP) and the United Nations Institute for the
Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of O fenders (UNAFRI) shoul d be

di scontinued. Sone other del egations stressed that | DEP and UNAFRI were
statutorily linked to the Conmi ssion and that the contributions supported core
and essential functions at these institutions. They further felt that those
functions should be supported under the regul ar budget.

7. Sone del egations reiterated the inportance of better coordination at the
field I evel between the Comm ssion and the relevant United Nations specialized
agenci es operating in Africa, and of full respect for the delineation of their
responsibilities.

Concl usi ons and recomrendati ons

8. The Conmittee recommended to the General Assenbly that it approve the
programe narrative of section 16, Econom c and soci al devel opnent in Africa, of
t he proposed progranme budget for the biennium 1998-1999, subject to further
consi deration as stated in paragraph 35 of the introduction



