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PROGRAMVE QUESTI ONS:  PROPOSED PROGRAMVE BUDGET FOR THE
Bl ENNI UM 1998-1999 (item 4 (a))

Section 13. Hunan settlenents

1. At its 15th neeting, on 19 June 1997, the Committee considered section 13,
Human settl enments, of the proposed programe budget for the biennium 1998-1999
(A/52/6 (Sect. 13)).

Di scussi on

2. A nunber of del egations expressed support to the United Nations Centre for
Human Settlements (Habitat) as the coordinator of the activities of the United
Nations in the field of hunman settlenents and its role as a source of technica
assi stance to Menber States.

3. Several del egations wel coned the commtnment of the Centre to inplenent
fully the reconrendations contained in the report of the Ofice of Interna
Oversi ght Services (A/51/884).

4. Sone del egations noted that the programme of work was to be revised in the
light of the reduced | evel of extrabudgetary resources approved by the

Commi ssion on Human Settlenents at its sixteenth session. Sone del egations
consi dered that priorities should be set within each subprograme.
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5. Several del egations observed that the streanlined new subprogranmme

structure would enable the Centre to focus on fewer programme areas |leading to
better delivery capacity. Sone del egations expressed their appreciation for the
i ncl usi on of self-eval uati on mechani smat the subprograme |evel.

6. A nunber of del egati ons expressed concern that executive direction and
nmanagenent was top-heavy and that the resources allocated to it seermed too high
Sone del egati ons were of the view that the proposed staffing table under
extrabudgetary resources shoul d be revi ewed downward. O her del egati ons sought
expl anation as to what constituted "other" extrabudgetary expenditures

($45 million) under table 13.2 of the fascicle. They were inforned that that
referred to operational projects, carried out through fundi ng from UNDP

($36 mllion), and other sources ($9 million), as reflected in table 13.1 under
extrabudget ary resources.

7. Sone del egati ons underlined the need for a clearer information

di ssem nation strategy, both in print and electronic format, including the

possi bility of regroupi ng under subprogranmme 4, Assessnent, nonitoring and
information, all information dissenmnation activities carried out by the Centre.

8. A nunber of del egations noted that the programe narrative of the section
made no reference either to the countries with economes in transition or to
setting up pilot projects to stinulate devel opnent in those countries.

9. Sone del egati ons enphasi zed the inportance of cooperation and coordination
with other United Nations bodies and organi zations, particularly the Comm ssion
on Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent and UNDP

10. Sone del egations noted that the reference to "partners and civil society"
in the | ast sentence of paragraph 13.22, shoul d have been worded in accordance
with the term nol ogy used in existing mandates. Sonme del egations were of the
view that the reference to "the realization of the human right to adequate

housi ng" in the sanme sentence did not fully reflect the agreenent reached during
the sixteenth session of the Conmm ssion, and proposed that the word
"progressive" be inserted before the word "realization"

Concl usi ons and recomrendati ons

11. The Committee recommended to the General Assenbly that it approve the
programe narrative of section 13, Human settlenents, of the proposed progranme
budget for the biennium 1998-1999, subject to the follow ng nodifications:

(a) In paragraph 13.4, in the Spanish version, the word "ecol ogi cos"
shoul d be replaced with the word "anbi ental es” and the word "vigilar” with
"supervisar”;

(b) In paragraph 13.22, the word "partners" should be replaced with the
words "local authorities, non-governnmental organizations and the private
sector"”.



