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Not e by the Secretary-General

1. Pursuant to Sub-Commi ssion resolution 5 (XIV), the present note reviews
devel opnents between 1 June 1996 and 1 June 1997 in fields with which the
Sub- Commi ssi on has been previously concerned. It supplenments those questions

which are dealt with in the annotations to the provisional agenda for the
forty-ninth session of the Sub-Comm ssion (E/ CN. 4/ Sub.2/1997/1/Add. 1).

. | NTERNATI ONAL COVENANTS ON HUMAN RI GHTS

2. As at 1 June 1997, 136 States had ratified, acceded or succeeded to the
I nternational Covenant on Econonic, Social and Cultural Rights. As at the
sanme date 138 States had ratified, acceded or succeeded to the Internationa
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and 92 States had ratified or acceded
to the Optional Protocol to the latter. Additionally, 45 States had made the
decl aration envi saged under article 41, paragraph 1, of the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

3. The Second Optional Protocol aimng at the abolition of the death

penal ty, which was adopted and opened for signature, ratification or accession
by the General Assenbly in resolution 44/128 of 15 Decenber 1989, entered into
force on 11 July 1991 in accordance with the provisions of its article 8. As
at 1 June 1997, there were 30 States parties to that Protocol

GE. 97-12777 (E)



E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1997/ 24
page 2

Committee on Econonmic, Social and Cultural Rights

4. At its fifteenth and sixteenth sessions, held in Novenber-Decenber 1996
and in April-May 1997 respectively, the Conmittee considered 10 reports

subm tted under articles 16 and 17 of the International Covenant on Econonic
Social and Cultural Rights.

5. During its fifteenth session, the Comrittee adopted a Programme of
Action to strengthen the inplenentation of the International Covenant on
Econom ¢, Social and Cultural Rights, which is nodelled after the High

Commi ssioner's Plan of Action for the Inplenentation of the Convention on

the Rights of the Child. The Commttee called upon the Ofice of the High
Conmi ssioner, States parties and all other interested parties to support this
Programe of Action.

6. Also during its fifteenth session, the Committee continued and concl uded
its consideration of a draft optional protocol providing for the right of

i ndi vidual s or groups to submt conmunications concerni ng non-conpliance with
the Covenant, as recommended by the World Conference on Human Ri ghts (see

E/ C. 12/ 1996/ SR 44-49 and 54). The Committee presented a report on this

matter to the Conmi ssion on Human Rights at its fifty-third session

(E/ CN. 4/ 1997/ 105) .

7. During its sixteenth session, the Commitee finalized and adopted Cenera
Conmment No. 7 (1997) on “The right to adequate housing (art. 11 (1) of the
Covenant): forced evictions”. Additionally, the Conmittee established an

i nformal , in-session working group to discuss the backlog of reports

(24 reports are pending consideration) and a better focused dial ogue with
States parties.

8. Al so during its sixteenth session, the Commttee adopted a decision to
send two of its nenbers, M. Philippe Texier and M. Javier Wnmer Zanbrano

to visit the Dom ni can Republic and pursue the Conmittee's dialogue with the
Governnment, to observe in situ the situation of economic, social and cultura
rights and, in particular, focus on matters relating to the inplenentation of
the right to housing. The Committee expressed its strong appreciation to the
Governnment of the Dom nican Republic for its willingness to cooperate with it.
The mssion is to take place from 19 to 27 Septenber 1997. A report on the
mssion is to be submitted to the Conmttee at its seventeenth session

9. The Committee al so requested that appropriate action be taken by the
Econom ¢ and Social Council in order to enable the Conmittee on Economc
Social and Cultural Rights to have an extraordinary session and pre-sessiona
wor ki ng group in 1998; to hold its nineteenth regular session in New York
and to ensure that honorariuns are paid to its nenbers as is the case for
menbers of the Human Rights Comrittee, the Cormittee on the Elim nation of

Di scrim nati on agai nst Wonen and the Conmittee on the Rights of the Child.
Additionally, the Committee requested that an extraordinary nmeeting of its
pre-sessional working group be held i Mmediately before its eighteenth session
to discuss a nunmber of draft general comments defining the contents of
articles of the Covenant.
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10. The Committee's report on its fourteenth and fifteenth sessions
(E/1997/22-E/ C. 12/ 1996/ 6) will be submtted to the Econom ¢ and Socia
Council at its substantive session of 1997 in July.

Human Rights Committee

11. During its fifty-seventh, fifty-eighth and fifty-ninth sessions held in
July, Cctober-Novenber 1996 and March-April 1997 respectively, the Commttee
considered 11 reports submtted by States parties under article 40 of the

I nternational Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, and two reports received
pursuant to a special decision by the Conmittee.

12. At its fifty-seventh session the Conmittee adopted Genera
Conment No. 25 (57) relating to article 25 of the Covenant (right to
participate in the conduct of public affairs).

13. During the three sessions, the Cormittee al so adopted 29 Views under
article 5, paragraph 4, of the Optional Protocol to the Covenant, 16 deci sions
decl aring conpl aints adnm ssi ble and 10 deci si ons declaring conplaints

i nadmi ssi bl e.

14. A report on the Commttee's fifty-fifth to fifty-seventh sessions was
submitted to the General Assenbly at its fifty-first session (A/51/40) and a
report on its fifty-eighth to sixtieth sessions will be submtted to the
CGeneral Assenbly following the Committee's sixtieth session in July 1997.

Commi ssion on Human Ri ghts

15. The Commi ssion, at its fifty-third session, adopted decision 1997/104
of 3 April 1997 concerning the status of the International Covenants on Human
Ri ghts. The Conmi ssion decided, inter alia, to request the Secretary-Cenera
to transmt the text of the draft optional protocol to the Internationa
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, contained in

docunent E/CN. 4/1997/105, to Governnments and intergovernnmental and

non- gover nnent al organi zations for their comments for submission to

t he Conmi ssion on Human Rights at its fifty-fourth session

16. In accordance with several General Assenbly and Comr ssion on Human

Ri ghts resol uti ons encouraging States to adhere to international human rights
instruments and to conply with the reporting obligations therein and, to this
end, to avail thensel ves of the assistance of the H gh Conm ssioner/Centre for
Human Rights, the latter has planned to organize a second neeting on universa
adherence to the principal international human rights instruments for
countries fromthe Asian-Pacific region in Anman, in Septenber 1997. (The
first one was organized for countries fromthe African region in Addis Ababa
from14 to 17 May 1996.) |In addition, sem nars and training courses on
reporting procedures are regularly organi zed under the fell owship programe

of the Hi gh Commi ssioner/Centre for Human Rights in collaboration with the
International Training Centre of the International Labour Organization. Thus
a training course for countries fromdifferent regions was organized in Turin
and a regional training course for Spanish-speaking countries was organi zed in
Mar del Plata (Argentina), both in Novenber 1996. Other training courses are
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bei ng organi zed or planned: one for English-speaking countries fromthe
African region to be held in Addis Ababa in July 1997, one for French- and

Por t uguese- speaki ng countries fromAfrica to be held in Antananarivo in
Decenber 1997 and anot her one for Eastern European and Central Asian countries
of the Conmmonweal th of |ndependent States to be held in Budapest, in Cctober
or Novenber 1997. It may be noted that several country projects devel oped
under the Programme of Advisory Services and Techni cal Assistance of the High
Conmi ssioner/Centre for Human Rights include national training courses on
reporting obligations under international human rights instrunents.

['1. | NTERNATI ONAL CONVENTI ON ON THE ELI M NATI ON OF ALL FORMS
OF RACI AL DI SCRI M NATI ON

17. At 1 June 1997, 148 States had adhered to the International Convention
on the Elimnation of Al Forns of Racial Discrimnation

Committee on the Elinmnation of Racial Discrimnation

18. During its forty-ninth and fiftieth sessions, held in August 1996 and
March 1997 respectively, the Committee considered reports submtted

by 23 States parties to the Convention. Additionally, the Commttee revi ewed
the application of the Convention in 19 States parties whose reports were
seriously overdue. Under its early-warning and urgent procedures, the

Conmi ttee adopted three decisions and one resolution at its forty-ninth
session. Wth respect to conmuni cati ons under article 14 of the Convention
the Conmttee took no decisions. The Conmittee discussed the programe of
action for the Third Decade to Conbat Raci sm and Racial Discrimnation at each
session and, during a neeting between the bureaux of the Committee and the
Sub- Commi ssi on on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities at
the forty-ninth session, it was decided to appoint experts fromthe respective
bodies to draft a joint study on article 7 of the Convention on human rights
education.

19. At its forty-ninth session, the Comittee adopted Cenera
Recommendation XXI1 (49) on the application of article 5 to refugees and
di spl aced persons.

CGeneral Assenbly

20. A report on the Commttee' s forty-eighth and forty-ninth sessions was
submitted to the General Assenbly at its fifty-first session (A/51/18) and a
report on the Cormittee’'s fiftieth and fifty-first sessions will be subnmtted
to the General Assenbly at its fifty-second session following the Conmttee's
fifty-first session in August 1997

21. At its fifty-first session, the CGeneral Assenbly adopted

resolution 51/80 of 12 Decenber 1996, concerning the report of the Conmttee
on the Elimnation of Racial Discrimnation, in which it urged all States
that had not yet ratified or acceded to the Convention to do so as soon as
possi ble; strongly appealed to all States parties that were in arrears to
fulfil their outstanding financial obligations under article 8, paragraph 6,
of the Convention; comended the Committee for its contribution to the
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prevention of racial discrimnation, including early-warning neasures and
urgent procedures; wel coned the cooperation and exchange of information of the
Conmittee with rel evant structures and nmechani snms of the United Nations

and encouraged their continuation in the future, including with the High

Conmi ssioner for Human Rights of the United Nations. The Assenbly al so
encouraged the use of innovative procedures by the Conmttee for review ng

the inmpl ementation of the Convention in States whose reports were seriously
overdue and the formul ati ng of concl udi ng observations on reports of States
parties to the Convention

[11. CONVENTI ON AGAI NST TORTURE AND OTHER CRUEL, | NHUVAN OR
DEGRADI NG TREATMENT OR PUNI SHVENT

22. At 1 June 1997, the Convention had been ratified or acceded to
by 102 States.

Comnittee against Torture

23. At its seventeenth and ei ghteenth sessions, held in Novenber 1996

and April-Muy 1997 respectively, the Comrittee against Torture

considered 12 reports submitted to it under article 19 of the Convention

and one special report requested by the Conmttee as a matter of urgency. It
al so continued in closed neeting its activities under articles 20 (inquiries)
and 22 (individual communications) of the Convention. During its

two sessions, the Conmittee took one decision declaring a comrunication

i nadm ssi bl e and adopted six Views under article 22 of the Convention. A
report of the Cormittee's seventeenth and ei ghteenth sessions will be
submtted to the General Assenbly at its fifty-second session

Commi ssion on Human Ri ghts

24. The Commi ssion, at its fifty-third session, adopted

resol ution 1997/38 of 11 April 1997, concerning torture and other cruel

i nhuman or degrading treatnment or punishnent. |In its resolution, the

Commi ssion, inter alia, urged all States to becone parties to the Convention
as a matter of priority; invited all States ratifying or acceding to the
Convention and those States parties that had not yet done so to meke the
declaration provided for in articles 21 and 22 of the Convention and to
consider the possibility of withdrawing their reservations to article 20;
encouraged the States parties to notify the Secretary-General of their
acceptance of the amendnments to articles 17 and 18 of the Convention as soon
as possible; and wel coned the work of the Committee against Torture and its
practice of fornulating concluding observations after the consideration of
State party reports, as well as its practice of carrying out inquiries into
cases where there were indications of the systematic practice of torture in
States parties. Recommendations simlar to those made by the Commi ssion on
Human Ri ghts were adopted by the General Assenbly in its resolution 51/86

of 12 Decenber 1996.

I'V. CONVENTION ON THE RI GHTS OF THE CHI LD

25. As of 1 June 1997, the Convention on the Rights of the Child had been
ratified or acceded to by 190 States.
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Committee on the Rights of the Child

26. At its thirteenth, fourteenth and fifteenth sessions, held in

Sept enber - Cct ober 1996, January and May-June 1997 respectively, the Commttee
considered 18 reports submtted under article 44 of the Convention on the

Ri ghts of the Child.

27. During its fourteenth session the Committee decided to devote

its one day of discussion to the issue of “the child and the nedia”.
Representatives of United Nations bodies, specialized agencies and ot her
conpet ent bodi es, including non-governnental organizations, nedia
representatives and research and academ c organi zations, contributed to
t he di scussion and provi ded expert advi ce.

28. At its fourteenth session the Conmttee decided to devote its next
themati c debate to the consideration of the rights of children with
disabilities. This debate is scheduled to take place on 6 Cctober 1997.
A wor ki ng group was established conposed of Ms. Karp, M. Kol osov and
Ms. Mason, to prepare an outline for the discussion

29. In Novenber 1996 the Committee held its fifth informal neeting for

two weeks in the northern African region. This neeting was organized in close
cooperation with UNI CEF, and was designed to ensure w der awareness of the
Convention, as well as of the activities of the Conmittee.

30. In Novenber 1996 the Hi gh Conmi ssioner's Plan of Action to strengthen
the inplenentati on of the Convention on the Rights of the Child was finalized
and sent to States parties to the Convention. Contributions from States have
enabled HC CHR to hire a teamof five to assist the Commttee nenbers in the
performance of their functions, including tasks of follow up and technica
assi st ance.

31. A neeting of States parties took place on 18 February 1997 at which

el ections were held. The new nenbers of the Conmmittee, whose term of office
expires on 28 February 2001, are M. Francesco Paolo Fulci (ltaly),

Ms. Nafsiah Moi (Indonesia), Ms. Esther Margaret Queen Mkhuane

(South Africa) and M. Ghassan Salim Rabah (Lebanon). Two nmenbers having
resi gned, they were replaced by Ms. Awa N Deze Quedraogo (Burkina Faso) and
by Ms. Lisbeth Pal me (Sweden).

32. At its fifteenth session, six new nmenbers of the Conmittee nade their
sol enm declaration. Also at this session one of the Committee nmenbers
reported on a neeting of experts, held pursuant to ECOSOCC resol ution 1996/ 13,
whi ch net on 23-25 February 1997 in Vienna under the auspices of the

United Nations Crine Prevention and Crimnal Justice Division, to devel op

a programme of action to pronote the effective use and application of

i nternational standards and norns in juvenile justice. The draft progranmme

i ncludes a proposal to establish a coordinating panel on technical advice and
assistance in juvenile justice, which will consist of representatives of the
Committee on the Rights of the Child, the H gh Comn ssioner/Centre for Human
Rights, the Crine Prevention and Crim nal Justice Division, UN CEF, UNDP and
ot her relevant United Nations organizations and specialized agencies, as wel
as other interested intergovernnental and non-governnental organi zations.
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A nenber reported on a conference held in the Swedish Parlianent

on 28-29 May 1997 and on the adoption of the Stockhol m Declaration. Another
menber reported on a conference held in Arsterdam on 26-27 February 1997 on
child | abour.

Ceneral Assenbly

33. By its resolution 51/76 on the girl child, the General Assenbly urged
all States to take all necessary neasures and to institute legal reforms to
ensure the full and equal enjoynent by the girl child of all human rights and
fundamental freedons, and to take effective action against violations of those
rights and freedons. By its resolution 51/77 on the rights of the child, the
Assenbly focused on the protection of children affected by armed conflict, on
refugee and internally displaced children, and on the prevention and

eradi cation of the sale of children and of their sexual exploitation

including child prostitution and child pornography.

Commi ssion on Human Ri ghts

34. The Commi ssion, at its fifty-third session, adopted resolution 1997/78
on the rights of the child. Anobng other things, the resolution noted the
Pl an of Action of the Hi gh Comm ssioner for Hunman Rights to strengthen the
i mpl enentati on of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, and focused on
the girl child, the prevention and eradication of the sale of children and
of their sexual exploitation, the protection of children affected by armed
conflict, the problens of refugee and internally displaced children, the
elimnation of child | abour, and the plight of street children. The

Conmmi ssion al so requested the Secretary-General to appoint for a period of
three years a special representative on the inpact of armed conflict on
chi | dren.

V. EFFECTI VE | MPLEMENTATI ON OF | NTERNATI ONAL | NSTRUMENTS ON HUMAN
RI GHTS | NCLUDI NG REPCRTI NG OBLI GATI ONS OF STATES PARTI ES TO
THE UNI TED NATI ONS | NSTRUMENTS I N THE FI ELD OF HUMAN RI GHTS

35. The persons chairing the human rights treaty bodi es di scussed issues
relating to the effective inplenmentation of international human rights

i nstruments and the inprovenent of the operation of the relevant human rights
treaty bodies at their seventh neeting which was held at the United Nations
Ofice at Geneva from 16 to 20 Septenber 1996. They submitted a report and

t heir suggestions and recommendations to the Ceneral Assenmbly at its
fifty-first session (A/51/482).

36. At its fifty-first session the General Assenbly adopted resolution 51/87
of 12 Decenber 1996 in which it, inter alia, welcomed the continuing efforts
by the treaty bodies and the Secretary-CGeneral ainmed at streamining,
rationalizing and ot herwi se inproving reporting procedures; and requested

the Secretary-General to prepare a detailed analytical study conmparing the
provi sions of the International Covenant on Econom c, Social and Cul tura

Ri ghts, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the

I nternational Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forns of Racia

Di scrimnation, the Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forms of

Di scrim nati on agai nst Wwnen, the Convention on the Rights of the Child
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and the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degradi ng
Treatment or Punishnent, with a view to identifying duplication of reporting
requi red under these instrunents.

37. The Commi ssion on Human Rights at its fifty-third session adopted

deci sion 1997/105 of 3 April 1997, entitled “Effective inplementation of

i nternational instrunments on human rights, including reporting obligations
under international instrunents on human rights”. It welcomed the fina
report of the independent expert on enhancing the |ong-term effectiveness of
the United Nations human rights treaty system (E/ CN. 4/1997/74), and invited
the Secretary-GCeneral to solicit the views of United Nations bodies,
Governnment s, specialized agencies, intergovernmental and non-governnenta
organi zations and interested persons on the report of the independent expert
and to submit a report thereon, including the Secretary-Ceneral’s own views
on the legal, adm nistrative and other inplications of the report’s
recommendati ons, to the Conmi ssion on Human Rights at its fifty-fourth

sessi on.

VI . | NTERNATI ONAL CONVENTI ON ON THE PROTECTI ON OF THE RI GHTS OF
ALL M GRANT WORKERS AND MEMBERS COF THEI R FAM LI ES

38. The Convention, which was adopted by the General Assenmbly in 1990,
will enter into force when 20 States have ratified it. As at 1 June 1997,
ei ght States (Bosnia and Herzegovi na, Col onbia, Egypt, Mrocco,

t he Philippines, Seychelles, Sri Lanka and Uganda) had ratified or acceded
to the Convention and two States (Chile and Mexico) had signed it.

39. In resolution 51/85 of 12 Decenber 1996 the General Assenbly,

inter alia, called upon all Menber States to consider signing and ratifying
or acceding to the Convention as a matter of priority, and expressed the hope
that the Convention would enter into force at an early date; requested the
Secretary-Ceneral to provide all facilities and assistance necessary for the
pronmoti on of the Convention, through the Wrld Public Information Canpai gn on
Human Ri ghts and the progranme of advisory services in the field of human
rights; and invited the organi zations and agencies of the United Nations
system and i ntergovernnental and non-governnental organizations to intensify
their efforts with a view to disseninating information on and pronoting
under st andi ng of the Convention

40. The Comm ssion on Hunman Rights, at its fifty-third session, adopted a
simlar resolution (1997/14 of 3 April 1997).



