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Agreed concl usi ons*

1. The Expert Meeting examined the situation in the health services sector with
a view to identifying the opportunities and difficulties confronting devel opi ng
countries in strengthening their supply capacity and expandi ng their exports in the
servi ces sector. The expansion of trade in health services coul d provi de new export
opportunities for devel oping countries, pronote greater efficiency and do nuch to
strengthen the capacity of all countries, in particular developing countries, to
achi eve the obj ective of assuring adequate health care to their popul ati ons. Experts
recogni zed that the subject of this nmeeting constituted but one aspect of the sector
and that the treatnment of health services, in this or any other context, could not
be divorced from social and ethical considerations. The considerable differences
in the health sector across countries were acknow edged.

* Adopted by the Expert Meeting at its closing plenary neeting,
on 18 June 1997.
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2. As with many other services sectors, the inpact of globalization and
technol ogi cal progress is transformng the world s health services sector. As a
consequence, a whol e new set of chall enges and opportunities has enmerged and needs
to be faced by policy-nmakers and private operators alike. The experts believed t hat
t hese chal | enges and opportunities coul d have consi derabl e inplications for the work
to be undertaken on trade in services in general and on this sector in particular
Sone countries had already evol ved effective export strategi es which needed to be
studied further. It was noted, however, that there were inportant barriers to
international trade in health services. It was recognized that the novenent of
persons, both as consuners and as services suppliers, was of particul ar significance
inthe sector. The experts highlighted the rel evance, inter alia, of nationality and
resi dency requirenents, licensing, recognition of qualifications, national health
financing policies and portability of insurance. Attention was also drawn to the
grow ng i nportance of cross-border trade and of commercial presence in the delivery
of health services. The need for solutions to the |ong-standing problem of brain
drain was al so enphasi zed, as was the need for appropriate application of norns and
st andar ds.

3. It was reconmended that health service sector data on trade fl ows and mar ket
si ze and conposition be inproved with a viewto the el aboration of studi es about the
situation in this sector, taking into account differing country experiences. It was
al so noted that such inprovenents could be of value to studies of other service
sectors. UNCTAD and WHO at the gl obal and regional I|evels should collaborate in
joint studies on relevant issues, such as the interface between equity, social and
trade issues related to health services and investigate the possibility of
di ssem nating information through the establishnment of a global server on health
services in the | NTERNET. It was al so reconmended that the opportunities of the GATS
and regional agreements be fully exploited. The experts also underlined the
i mportance of technical cooperation for strengthening the capacities of devel opi ng
countries in the health services sector. Due regard should be given in any work
that may be undertaken to the special situation of the | east devel oped countries.

4, The experts appreciated the nethodology that had been laid out in the
background docunentation and the approach that had been adopted in the Meeting

particularly the opportunity for exchange between health and trade experts which
permitted consideration of the interaction between social and conmercial factors.
In the context of this experience, they recomended that future expert neetings
could exam ne the opportunities presented by advances in information technol ogi es
and new busi ness techni ques for an expansion of trade in services sectors taking
i nto consideration the devel oprment di mensi on



