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AITACK IN SATINSYI COMMUNE, GTSENYI PREFECTURE, AND KILLING OF 22 
PERSONS, iNCLUDING 17 STUDENTS AND A 62-YEAR-OLD BELGIAN NUN, 
. ON 28 APRIL 1997 

Status report as at 7 May t 997 

On 18 April, at around 1:20 a.m., a group of approximately 100 unidentified armed 
individuals wearing military uniforms attacked several locations in Gitwa Sector, 
Satinsyi Commune, eMtern Gisenyi Prefecture, including the Ecole d'Economie of 
MNramba. A group ()f around 50 assailAnts attacked the school and requested that the 
students separate themselves according to ethnic origin. When the students refused, the 
aasailanu opened fiR, killing 17 students, all female, and injuring a further seven 
students. The Diftctor of the Ecole Normale Primaire in Gitwa Sector, a 62-yea.-..old 
Belgian nun, and fuur uther penons were abo killed during the ~ttac:k. 

According to several eyewitnesses, a group of approximately SO ussailnnts attacked the Ecole 
d'Economie of Mttramba, where around 300 female students are enrolled. Around 20 of the 
assailants entered one ofthe dormitories and told the students to go outside on the stairs. The 
assailants subsequently requested one of the students to identify the students of Tutsi origin. 
When she refused, the assailmtl! shot and killed her. The assailants then stated that they 
would i~entify the studenb ~U.:Curding to their ethnic origin. Another student stood up and 
stat~d that there were no Tulsis or Hutus amongst them but that they were all Rwandese. She 
was severely beaten bet'bre being shot and killed. The assailants then opened fire on the 
students. Shortly after, the assailants returned to the dormitory and asked the survivors to 
stand up so that they could be protected. Several studenb stood up and the assailants again 
opened tire. A total of 17 students were killed and a further seven severely injured during the 
incident. The assailants threatened that tht!y would return to kill any Tutsi survivors of the 
incident. The attack. reportedly lasled until 2:45 a.m. The RPA military position, located in 
the vicinity of the }:.'cole d'Ec01romie of lvfurumba, was also reportedly attacked. 

RP A soldiers subsequently arrived at the scene of the incident and transported the injured to 
the medical centre of Murwnba prior to their transfer to Ruhcngcri hospital. 

A number of other locations in Gitwa Sectur were also attacked. A group of unidentified 
anned individuals attacked the l:.'cole Norn1ale l 1rimairc uf Murambo. in Gitwa Sector. The 
Director of the school, a 62-year-old Belgian nun who had lived in Rwanda since l 960, was 
lcilled. According to reports, no students were injured during the incident. No further 
infonnation on lhe circumstances of this attack n.re available to date. 
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A group of four unidentified armed individuals attacked the residence of the Consf!tller of 
Rueu1o Sector, Satinsyi Commune. The Conseiller 's wife, two children, and a civilian, were 
shot and killed. A fifth person was injured during the attack. 

According to several eyewitnesses, one of the assailants was killed during the course of the 
attacks. According to prefectural authorities, one person was arrested and reportedly 
confessed to having participated in the attack. · · 

On 18 March, a group of approximately 15 unidentified armed men in military unifonn of the 
fonner Forces Armees Rwondalses (ex-FAR) attacked the Ecole Normale Primairc of 
Nyange, .Kivumu Commune, in eastern Kibuye Prefecture. The assailants asked the students 
to separate themselves according to ethnic origin. When the student~ refused, the assailants 
opened fire, killing six students and injuring a further twenty. 1 

HRFOR deeply deplores and strongly condemns the recent attacks against students and the 
killings of persons on the basis of their ethnic origin. 

HRFOR urges Rwandan authorities to investigate the killings and to bring the responsible 
parties to justice in the context of full respect for human rights. 

I Por details see status report "Auack on a Primary School in Kivumu Commune. K.ibuye 'Prefecture, and 
Killing of Sbc Studcnls aml a Night Guard, on 18 March 1997," HRFORISTRPT/4811/2 April 1997/E. 
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