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1. El ection of officers

1. Rul e 23 of the rules of procedure of the functional commi ssions of the
Econom ¢ and Social Council provides that unless the Conmi ssion decides
otherwi se, its subsidiary organs shall elect their own officers.

2. Adoption of the agenda

2. Rule 7 of the rules of procedure provides that the agenda shall be
adopted at the beginning of each session, after the election of officers, on
the basis of the provisional agenda. The provisional agenda for the present
session of the Wrking Goup on Contenporary Forns of Slavery is contained in
docunent E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ AC. 2/ 1997/ 1.

3. The programmre of work of the Working Goup for the period 1988-1991
(contained in chap. VI of the report of the Wirking Goup on its
thirteenth session, E/ CN 4/Sub.?2/1988/32) included three main themes to be
di scussed in successive years: prevention of the sale of children, of
prostitution of children and of the use of children in pornography (1989);
eradi cation of the exploitation of child | abour and of debt bondage (1990);
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and prevention of traffic in persons and of the exploitation of prostitution
of others (1991). The Wrking G oup decided to devote its seventeenth session
(1992) to an overall evaluation of its activities during the fourteenth,
fifteenth and sixteenth sessions, as well as the consideration of any crucial,
serious or urgent matters. It also decided to work by themes and to seek
solutions and strategies, giving particular attention to the follow ng itens
included in the agenda: training of |aw enforcenent officials and police,
econoni ¢ devel opnent programmes, information canpai gns, educati on progranmes
for children in danger, new forns of legislation, rehabilitation neasures and
the protection of working children.

4. At its twentieth session (1995), the Wrking Goup decided to

include the itemof illegal adoptions in the provisional agenda for its
twenty-first session. The Wrking Goup al so decided to give particul ar
attention to the question of donestic workers and in particular the situation
of girl children.

5. At its twenty-first session (1996), the Wrking G oup decided to resune
consideration of illegal and pseudol egal adoptions ained at the exploitation
of children. It also decided to include on its agenda an itementitled “Wrld

Congress agai nst conmercial Sexual Exploitation of Children”, which was held
in Stockholmfrom27 to 31 August 1996. Particular attention was devoted to
m grant workers, in particular wonen and girl domestic workers.

3. Revi ew of the inplenentation of and followup to the conventions

on_sl aver

(a) Status of the conventions

6. The Comm ssion on Human R ghts, in its resolution 1994/25, and the
Sub-Commission, in its resolution 1993/5, requested the Secretary-General to
invite States parties to the Sl avery Convention of 1926, the Suppl enentary
Convention on the Abolition of Slavery, the Sl ave Trade, and Institutions and
Practices Simlar to Slavery of 1956 and the Convention for the Suppression of
the Traffic in Persons and of the Exploitation of the Prostitution of Qthers
of 1949 to submt to the Sub-Conm ssion regular reports on the situation in
their countries, as provided for under the conventions and in Econom c and
Soci al Council decision 16 (LVI) of 17 May 1974. The Commission, inits
resol uti on 1997/ 20, requested the Secretary-Ceneral to invite those eligible
States that had not yet ratified or acceded to the conventions on slavery to
consi der doing so as soon as possi bl e.

7. Information relating to the status of the Suppl enentary Convention on
the Abolition of S avery, the Slave Trade, and Institutions and Practices
Simlar to S avery and of the Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic in
Persons and of the Exploitation of the Prostitution of Gthers is contained in
two notes by the Secretary-CGeneral (E ON 4/Sub.?2/AC. 2/1997/2 and

E/ ON 4/ Sub. 2/ AC. 2/ 1997/ 3, respectively).
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(b) Review of information received regarding the inplenentation of the

conventions and programes of action

(i) Programme of Action for the Prevention of the Sale of
Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography

8. Inits resolution 1989/43, the Sub-Comm ssion endorsed the draft
programre of action for the prevention of the sale of children, child
prostitution and child pornography prepared by its Wrking Goup on
Contenporary Forns of Slavery, the text of which is found in the report of
the Wirking Group on its fourteenth session (E/ ON 4/ Sub. 2/1989/39). Upon

t he recommendati on of the Sub-Conm ssion, the Commi ssion on Hunan R ghts
inits resolution 1990/67, decided to transmt to Covernnents, specialized
agenci es, other intergovernnental organizations and non-gover nnent a

organi zations the draft programme of action for their comments and requested
the Secretary-Ceneral to submt to the Conmssion at its forty-seventh session
an anal ytical summary of the responses received.

9. Inits resolution 1991/54, the Conmission took note of the comrents by
CGovernnents, specialized agenci es and non-governmental organi zati ons recei ved
by the Secretary-Ceneral on the draft programme of action for the prevention
of the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography

(E/ON 4/1991/50 and Add. 1) and decided to refer the draft programme of action
to the Sub-Commission so that it mght nake the necessary anendnments in the
light of those comrents. The Comm ssion requested the Sub-Comm ssion, inits
refornul ati on of the programme of action, fully to reflect the 10-point
programre of the Plan of Action adopted by the World Summit for Children held
in Septenber 1990. The Sub- Comm ssion was al so requested to give the highest
priority to the refornulation of the programme of action so that it mght be
adopt ed by the Commission on Hunman Rights at its forty-eighth session

10. Inits decision 1991/113, the Sub-Conm ssion, taking note of the draft
programe of action for the prevention of the sale of children, child
prostitution and child pornography reformul ated by the Wrking Goup on
Contenporary Forns of Slavery on the basis of comrents submtted by States,
speci al i zed agenci es and i nterested non-governmental organi zati ons pursuant to
Conmi ssion on Human Rights resol ution 1991/54, decided to transnit the draft
programre of action contained in the report of the Wrking G oup

(E/ CN 4/ Sub. 2/ 1991/ 41 and Corr.1) to the Commi ssion on Hunan R ghts.

11. The Comm ssion on Human R ghts, in its resolution 1992/ 74, adopted the
Programe of Action for the Prevention of the Sale of Children, Child
Prostitution and Child Pornography and deci ded to exam ne the question of the
i npl enentation of the Programme of Action by all States every two years. To
that end, the Conm ssion requested the Sub-Conmm ssion to submt to it a
report on the status of inplenentation of the Programre of Action. The
Sub-Commission, in its resolution 1992/2, requested the Secretary-General to
invite all States to informthe Sub-Conm ssion of the neasures adopted to

i npl enrent the Programme of Action. Information submtted by States regarding
the inplementation of the Progranmme of Action was nade available to the
Sub-Commi ssion at its forty-fifth session (E/ CN 4/ Sub. 2/1993/31 and Add. 1) and
to the Conmssion at its fiftieth session (E/CN 4/1994/82). Furthernore, in
its resolution 1994/5, the Sub-Conm ssion requested the Secretary-Ceneral to
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report to the Sub-Comm ssion at its forty-seventh session and to the

Commi ssion at its fifty-second session on the inplenentation by States of the
Programre of Action. The report of the Secretary-CGeneral containing
information regarding the status of inplenentation of the Programe of Action
(E/ CN 4/ Sub. 2/ 1995/ 29 and Add. 1) was submitted to the Sub-Conmm ssion at its
forty-seventh session. Pursuant to resolution 1995/16 of the Sub- Conmi ssion,
this report was submitted to the Conmission at its fifty-second session.

12. Furthermore, in its resolution 1996/12, the Sub-Conm ssion requested the
Secretary-CGeneral to invite all States to informthe Wrking Goup of measures
adopted to inplenent the Programme of Action for the Prevention of the Sal e of
Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography and to submt a report to
the Sub-Conmm ssion at its forty-ninth session and to the Commi ssion at its
fifty-fourth session. A conpilation of the replies of States on the

i npl enentation of the Programme of Action (E/ ON 4/Sub.2/1997/11) will be

avail able to the Wrking Goup at its present session.

(ii) Programme of Action for the Elimnation of the Exploitation

of Child Labour

13. Inits resolution 1991/55, the Commi ssion on Human R ghts endorsed the
vi ews expressed by the Sub-Conmm ssion on the need to adopt a concerted
programre of action to conbat these practices and decided to transmt the
draft progranmme of action drawn up by the Wrking G oup on Contenporary Forns
of Slavery at its fifteenth session in 1990 to CGovernnents, the specialized
agenci es, other intergovernnental organizations and non-gover nient al

organi zations for their comments. The Secretary-Ceneral was requested to
subnmit a summary of the replies received to the Conmssion at its

forty-eighth session. In its resolution 1991/34, the Sub-Conmi ssion requested
the Secretary-Ceneral to make that summary avail able al so to the Wirking G oup
on Contenporary Forns of Slavery. Pursuant to this request, the Wrking
Qoup, at its seventeenth session, had before it the report of the
Secretary-CGeneral on this subject (E CN 4/1992/45).

14, After having exam ned the summary submtted by the Secretary-General,
the Commssion, in its resolution 1992/72, took note of the comments received
and decided to submt to the Sub-Conmm ssion the draft programre of action on
the elimnation of the exploitation of child |abour (E CN 4/1992/45, annex)

for the necessary changes, taking into account the views received by
Covernnent s, specialized agencies and intergovernnmental and non-gover nment al
organi zations, and requested the Sub-Commission to give the utnost priority to
the re-elaboration of the draft so that it could be approved by the Conm ssion
at its forty-ninth session. The Sub-Commission, in its resolution 1992/2,
decided to transnit to the Conm ssion the draft programme of action, as
reformul ated by the Wrking Goup on Contenporary Forns of Slavery and
contained in the annex to the Wrking Goup's report (E ON 4/Sub. 2/1992/34).
The Comm ssion on Human R ghts adopted the Programme of Action for the
Elimnation of the Exploitation of Child Labour as contained in the annex to
resol ution 1993/79 and recomrended that all States should adopt, as a matter
of priority, the necessary legislative and adm nistrative nmeasures to

i npl enrent the Programme of Action at the national and international |evels.
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Furthernore, the Commi ssion requested the Sub-Conmm ssion to submt every
two years a progress report on the inplenentati on of the Programme of Action
by all States.

15. Inits resolution 1993/5, the Sub-Conm ssion requested the Wrking G oup
to examne at its nineteenth session the state of inplenmentation of the
Programe of Action and to transnit a report thereon, through the

Sub- Conmi ssi on, to the Conmm ssion on Human Rights. Docunent

E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1994/ 34, containing informati on regardi ng the status of

i npl enentation of the Programme of Action, was subnmitted to the Sub-Comm ssion
at its forty-sixth session and was available to the Conmssion at its
fifty-first session.

16. Furthermore, in its resolution 1995/ 16, the Sub-Conm ssion requested the
Secretary-Ceneral to report to the Sub-Conmission at its forty-eighth session
and to the Commission at its fifty-third session on the inplenentation by
States of the Programme of Action. The report of the Secretary-General
containing information regarding the status of inplenentation of the Programme
of Action (E/ CN 4/ Sub. 2/1996/25) was subnitted to the Sub-Conmm ssion at its
forty-eighth session and to the Conmission at its fifty-third session

4, United Nations Voluntary Trust Fund on Cont enporary Forns of
Slavery
17. Inits resolution 46/122 of 17 Decenber 1991, the General Assenbly

decided to establish the United Nations Trust Fund on Contenporary Forns of

Sl avery. The purposes of the Fund are, first, to assist representatives of
non-gover nment al organi zations fromdifferent regions dealing with issues of
contenporary forns of slavery to participate in the deliberations of the
Wrking Goup by providing themw th financial assistance and, second, to
extend, through established channel s of assistance, hunanitarian, |egal and
financial aid to individuals whose hunman rights have been severely violated as
a result of contenporary forns of slavery.

18. The Fund is adm nistered in accordance with the Financial Regul ations
and Rules of the United Nations and other rel evant provisions, with the advice
of a board of trustees conposed of five persons with rel evant experience in
the field of human rights and contenporary forns of slavery in particular, who
serve in their personal capacity. The nenbers of the Board of Trustees are
appoi nted by the Secretary-CGeneral for a three-year renewable term in
consultation with the current chairperson of the Sub-Comm ssion on Prevention
of Dscrimnation and Protection of Mnorities and with due regard to
equi t abl e geographi cal distribution

19. Inits resolution 46/122, the General Assenbly appeal ed to al
Covernnents to respond favourably to requests for contributions to the Fund.
A simlar appeal was nade by the Comm ssion on Human R ghts inits
resol uti ons 1992/ 46, 1994/24, 1995/27, 1996/ 61 and 1997/ 20 and by the
Sub-Commission in its resolutions 1992/2, 1993/5 1994/6, 1995/15 and 1996/ 18.

20. The Commission, in its resolutions 1992/46, 1993/26, 1994/24, 1995/ 27,
1996/ 61 and 1996/ 18, requested the Secretary-Ceneral to transmt to al
Covernnents the appeal of the Comm ssion for contributions to the Fund and to
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nmake use of all existing possibilities to assist the Board of Trustees of the
Fund, inter alia through the preparation, production and di ssem nati on of
information material, inits efforts to make the Fund and its hurmanitarian
wor k better known.

21. Inits resolution 1994/6, the Sub-Comm ssion considered it essential, in
order to nmake the Trust Fund nore effective, that the General Assenbly

consi der anending the criteria for the Fund contained in resolution 46/122 by
reversing the order of subparagraphs 1 (e) (i) and 1 (e) (ii). It recomrended
that the Conmi ssion endorse that recommendation at its fifty-first session.
Inits resolution 1995/ 27, however, the Conmi ssion expressed doubts concerning
the sufficiency of the reconmendati on.

22. Inits resolution 1995/15, the Sub-Comm ssion reconmended that, in order
better to reflect the ains of the Fund, the Board of Trustees shoul d consider
renam ng the Fund.

23. The Commission, in its resolution 1996/61, invited the Secretary-General
to examne the feasibility of alignment and harnoni zati on of the procedures
and support nechani sns of the Trust Fund with other existing procedures

and nmechani sns and to report on that matter to the Conmssion at its
fifty-third session.

24. I n accordance with General Assenbly resolution 46/122, after
consultation with the Chairperson of the forty-third session of the

Sub- Conmi ssi on, the Secretary-Ceneral decided to appoint the follow ng

five nmenbers to the Board of Trustees of the Fund for the three-year term of
office expiring on 31 Decenber 1995: M. Chei kh Saad-Bouh Kamara (Africa),
M. Swam Agnivesh (Asia), M. Mchel Bonnet (Wstern Europe),

Ms. Tatiana Matveeva (Eastern Europe) and Ms. Eugeni a Zanora Chavarria
(Latin America).

25. The first session of the Board of Trustees of the Fund was held at the
United Nations Ofice at Geneva from22 to 26 March 1993. After having been
post poned twi ce, the second session of the Board of Trustees was held from
28 August to 1 Septenber 1995 at the United Nations office at Geneva. The
reports of the first and second sessions are contained i n docunments

E/ CN. 4/ 1996/ 85 and E/ ON. 4/ 1996/ 86, respectively.

26. The nmandate of the menbers of the Board expired on 31 Decenber 1995.

In August 1996, after consultations with the Chairman of the forty-seventh
session of the Sub-Conmm ssion, the Secretary-CGeneral appointed

M. José de Souza Martins (Brazil) and Ms. Lesley Roberts (United Kingdonm) to
repl ace Ms. Eugeni a Zanora Chavarria (Uuguay) and M. M chel Bonnet (France)
upon their resignation and extended the mandates of M. Swam Agni vesh
(I'ndia), M. Cheikh Saad-Bouh Kamara (Mauritania) and Ms. Tatiana Matveeva
(Russian Federation). The Board of Trustees is therefore conposed, for a
three-year term (until 31 Decenber 1998), of M. Agnivesh, M. Mtveeva,

Ms. Roberts, M. Chei kh Saad-Bouh Kamara and M. Martins.

27. The Board of Trustees held its third session from17 to 19 March 1997.
During the session, the Board exam ned 12 applications for assistance to
representatives of non-governnmental organizations for their participation in
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the twenty-second session of the Wrking G oup on Contenporary Forns of
Slavery and 12 requests for financial assistance for projects subnitted by
non-gover nent al organi zations for the benefit of victinms of contenporary
forns of slavery. The nenbers of the Board nade recomrendati ons for six
travel grants and three project grants. The Wrking Goup at its present
session will hear the testinonies of seven persons on behal f of six NXs.

It will also have before it a working paper prepared by the Board of Trustees
(E/ CON. 4/ Sub. 2/ AC. 2/ 1997/ 4) .

28. Mor eover, during the session, the Board reviewed its guidelines and
criteria for selection on the basis of guidelines and criteria used by the
other United Nations voluntary trust funds in the field of human rights,
bearing in mnd the above-menti oned invitation by the Comm ssion on Human
Rights to align and harnoni ze the procedures and support nechani snms of the
Fund with other existing procedures and mechani sns. It should al so be noted
that, in the process of restructuring the H gh Conm ssioner/Centre for Human
Rights, a provisional teamwas established to manage five United Nations
voluntary and trust funds in the field of hunman rights, specifically dealing
with torture, indigenous people, slavery and racial discrimnation, which

al |l owed greater coordination anong the various funds.

5. Revi ew of devel opnents in the field of contenporary forns of
sl avery and neasures to prevent and repress all contenporary
forms of slavery

29. Al information received by the Secretary-Ceneral relating to the
vari ous questions considered under item5 of the provisional agenda will be
avail abl e in docunment E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ AC. 2/ 1997/ 5

(a) Suppression of the traffic in persons and the exploitation of the

prostitution of others

30. Inits resolution 6 B (XXXI) of 13 Septenber 1978, the Sub-Comm ssion
requested the Wrking G oup to followw th interest and to cooperate

in the studies on the traffic in persons and on the exploitation of
prostitution undertaken by the relevant United Nati ons organs pursuant

to resolution 1 (XXV1) of the Conm ssion on the Status of Wnen.

31. Inits resolution 1980/4, the Econonic and Social Council requested the
Secretary-CGeneral to prepare a report on the application of the Convention for
the Suppression of the Traffic in Persons and of the Exploitation of the
Prostitution of Ghers, enphasizing in particular the causes and
soci 0- econom ¢ condi ti ons whi ch encouraged the devel oprment of prostitution.
Inits resolution 1981/40, the Council requested the Secretary-Ceneral to
undertake an inquiry anong the Governments of Menber States and the

i nternati onal organizations concerned on the status of the question and to
report thereon to the General Assenbly at its thirty-seventh session, so that,
with full know edge of the fact, joint measures could be envisaged to put an
end to that formof slavery. A report containing all information available to
the Secretary-Ceneral on the traffic in persons and the exploitation of the
prostitution of others (E/ ON 4/Sub.2/AC 2/1982/13 and Add. 1) was transmtted
to the Working G oup on Slavery at its eighth session, in 1982.
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32. Inits resolution 1982/20, the Econom c¢ and Social Council requested the
Secretary-CGeneral to appoint a special rapporteur to nake a synthesis of the
surveys and studies on the traffic in persons and the exploitation of the
prostitution of others that had been or were being carried out within or
outside the United Nations system and to propose appropriate neasures to
prevent and suppress those practices that were contrary to the fundanenta
rights of human beings. The Special Rapporteur, M. J. Fernand-Laurent,
subnmitted his report on the suppression of the traffic in persons and the
exploitation of the prostitution of others (E/1983/7 and Corr.1 and 2) to the
Econom ¢ and Social Council in 1983.

33. Inits resolution 1983/30, the Econom c¢ and Social Council requested the
Centre for Human R ghts to prepare, in liaison with the United Nations

agenci es and organs concerned and with the conpetent non-government al

organi zations, a study on the I egal and social problens of sexual mnorities
and to submt it as soon as possible to the Sub-Commission. [|n accordance

wi th Sub- Conmm ssion resol ution 1987/31, the study on this question, prepared
by M. J. Fernand-Laurent at the invitation of the Secretary-Ceneral, was nade
avail able to the Sub-Comm ssion at its fortieth session

(E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1988/ 31) .

34. The Sub-Conmmi ssion, in its resolution 1988/31, encouraged United Nations
bodies, in particular the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Qultural
QO gani zation, to examne the possibility of organizing expert nmeetings on the
i nternational standards regarding the prevention of traffic in persons and the
exploitation of the prostitution of others. The Sub-Comm ssion al so requested
the Secretary-Ceneral to invite the Branch for the Advancenent of W nen at the
United Nations Ofice at Vienna to send information contained in the reports
of States submtted under article 18 of the Convention on the Elimnation of
Al Forns of Discrimnation against Wnen which referred to prostitution under
article 6 of that Convention to the Wrking Goup. At its fourteenth session,
in 1989, the Wrking Goup had before it that information

(E/ ON. 4/ Sub. 2/ AC. 2/ 1989/ 6) .

35. The Sub-Conmmi ssion, in its resolution 1990/30, reconmended that the
Commttee on the Elimnation of D scrimnation agai nst Wnen, when exam ni ng
the reports of States parties to the Convention on the Elimnation of All
Fornms of Discrimnation agai nst Wnen, should give particular attention to the
i npl enentation of the provisions of article 6 of the Convention, with a view
to suppressing all forms of traffic in women.

36. Inits resolutions 1989/ 74, 1990/46, 1991/35, 1992/10 and 1993/48, the
Econom ¢ and Social Council requested the Secretary-Ceneral to report on the
steps taken to inplenment the reconmrendations contained in Council

resol uti on 1983/30 by those Menber States, United Nations organi zations and
ot her intergovernnental organizations that had not yet submtted such
informati on and to make that report available to the Wrking Goup on
Contenporary Forns of Slavery. The attention of the Wrking Goup was drawn
to the reports of the Secretary-Ceneral contained in docunents E/ 1985/ 46,

E/ 1990/ 33, E/ 1991/18, E/ 1992/49 and Add.1-2, E/ 1993/61 and Add.1 and E/ 1994/ 76
and Add.1. Furthernore, the Econom c and Social Council, in its resolution
1992/ 10, once again remnded States parties to the slavery conventions that
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they should submt to the Wrking Goup regular reports on the situation in
their countries, as provided for under the rel evant conventions and Counci l
decision 16 (LVI) of 17 May 1974.

37. I n accordance with Sub- Conm ssion resolution 1991/ 34, the
Secretary-General prepared a report (E ON 4/ Sub. 2/ AC. 2/1992/8) on a Council of
Europe senminar on trafficking in persons and prostitution, held at Strasbourg
from24 to 27 Septenber 1991.

38. At its sixteenth session, in 1991, the Wrking G oup on Contenporary
Forns of Slavery included in its agenda, under the nain thenme of the session,
“Prevention of traffic in persons and the exploitation of the prostitution of
others”, two new sub-itens entitled

(a) Uni ted Nations conventions on the rights of wonen and their
protection, including the Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic in
Persons and of the Exploitation of the Prostitution of Qhers; and

(b) Proposal for a request for an advisory opinion by the
Internati onal Court of Justice on the validity of reservations to the
Convention on the Elimnation of All Forns of Discrinination against Wnen.

39. By its decision 1991/115, the Sub-Conm ssion deci ded to suspend
consideration of the draft resolution entitled “Validity of reservations to
the Convention on the Elinmnation of Al Forns of D scrimnation agai nst
VWnen” until its forty-fourth session

40. Inits resolution 1992/ 3, the Sub-Conmi ssion requested the
Secretary-CGeneral to seek the views of the Committee on the Elimnation of

Di scrim nation agai nst Wnen and the Conm ssion on the Status of Wnen on the
desirability of obtaining an advisory opinion on the validity and | egal effect
of reservations to the Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forns of

Di scrimnation agai nst Wnen, and to invite them in their replies, to nake
such further observations on the issue of reservations to that Convention as
they m ght consider appropriate

41. In the sanme resol ution, the Sub-Conmi ssion requested the
Secretary-CGeneral to report on the result of the above consultations to the
Sub-Commi ssion at its forty-fifth session in 1993. Therefore, the
Secretary-CGeneral submtted to the Sub- Conm ssion the communi cati on sent by
the Division for the Advancenent of Wnen, on behalf of the Coomittee on the
El i mnation of Discrimnation agai nst Wonren, on that issue

(E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1993/ 32) .

42. Inits resolution 1991/37, the Sub-Conm ssion endorsed the draft
programre of action for the prevention of traffic in persons and the
exploitation of the prostitution of others, drawn up by the Wrking G oup on
Contenporary Forns of Slavery at its sixteenth session (E CN 4/ Sub. 2/1991/41
annex 1).

43. The Comm ssion on Human R ghts, in its resolution 1992/36, endorsed the
vi ews expressed by the Sub-Comm ssion on the need to | aunch concerted action
to conbat traffic in persons and the exploitation of the prostitution of
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others and decided to transnit the draft programme of action to Governnents,
speci al i zed agenci es and i ntergovernnental and non-governnmental organi zations
for their comrents.

44, Upon the request of the Conm ssion, the Secretary-Ceneral submtted
reports (E/ CN 4/1993/58 and Add.1 and E/ CN 4/1994/71 and Add.1) contai ni ng
sunmaries of the coments received to the Commission at its forty-ninth and
fiftieth sessions. No action was taken by the Conmi ssion at those sessions
with regard to the draft programre of action and the comrents contained in the
above-nenti oned reports.

45, Inits resolution 1994/5, the Sub-Comm ssion recomrended that the

Comm ssion on Human R ghts take into consideration at its fifty-first session
and eventual | y adopt the draft programre of action. The Commssion, inits
resol uti on 1995/ 27, requested the Sub-Conmm ssion at its forty-seventh session
to review the draft programme of action in the light of comments al ready
received or to be received and to submt to the Conmission at its
fifty-second session a final draft for approval

46. Inits resolutions 1995/25, 1996/24 and 1997/ 19, the Conm ssion drew the
attention of the Wrking Goup to the problemof traffic in wonen and gir
chi | dren.

47. At its twentieth session and in accordance w th paragraph 13 of

Conmi ssion resol ution 1995/ 27, the Wrking G oup reviewed the draft programe
of action for the prevention of traffic in persons and the exploitation of the
prostitution of others in the |light of comments received.

48. Inits resolution 1995/16, the Sub-Conm ssion transmtted to the
Conmi ssion the revised draft programre of action for adoption.

49. Inits resolution 1996/ 61, the Commi ssion on Human R ghts approved the
draft programre of action as contained i n docurment E/ ON. 4/Sub.?2/1995/28/ Add. 1,
whil e noting differences between States in the scope of applicability of their
crimnal legislation with regard to, inter alia, prostitution and the
production, distribution and possessi on of pornographic naterial.

50. Inits resolution 1996/ 12, the Sub- Conm ssion requested the
Secretary-CGeneral to invite all States to report periodically on neasures
adopted to inplenent the Programme of Action and the effectiveness of such
nmeasures. As of 9 May 1997, two replies had been received.

(E/ ON. 4/ Sub. 2/ AC. 2/ 1997/ 5)

(b) Il legal and pseudol egal adoptions ained at the exploitati on of
children

51. At its twentieth session, the Wrking Goup decided to include this item
in the provisional agenda for its twenty-first session

52. At its twenty-first session, the Wrking Goup decided to continue to
gi ve consideration to this issue at its next session
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53. Inits resolution 1996/ 12, the Sub- Conm ssion urged States to take
adequate steps to regulate and nonitor intercountry adoptions better,

i ncluding by ratifying the Hague Convention on Protection of Children and
Cooperation in Respect of Intercountry Adoption.

(c) Traffic in human organs and tissues

54. Inits resolution 1987/32, the Sub-Conm ssion drew the attention of the
Comm ssion on Human Rights to the recomrendati on of the Wrking Goup on
Contenporary Forns of Slavery that the report of the Secretary-Ceneral on the
sale of children (E/ CN 4/ Sub. 2/1987/28) be given a deeper and broader accent,
including natters relating to organ transplant and the foetus trade.

55. These matters were briefly referred to in two further reports on the
sale of children prepared by the Secretary-General (E CN 4/1988/30, paras. 31
and 34; E/CN 4/ Sub.2/1989/38, paras. 30, 31 and 34). Mre substantial study
of the issue was undertaken by the Special Rapporteur of the Commi ssion on
Human R ghts, M. V. Mintarbhorn, in his reports on the sale of children

(E/ CN 4/1991/51, paras. 23-25; E/ON 4/1992/55, paras. 102-108 and 311;

E/ ON 4/ 1992/ 55/ Add. 1, paras. 28, 29 and 44 (b); E CN 4/1993/67,

paras. 100-127; E/ CN 4/1994/84 and Add.1, paras. 100-113 and paras. 44-46 and
A 49/ 478, paras. 84-98). The issue was also referred to by the Speci al
Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography,
Ms. (Gelia Calcetas-Santos, in reports she subnitted to the General Assenbly
(A 50/ 456, paras. 49-50) and to the Comm ssion on Human R ghts

(E/ ON. 4/ 1996/ 100, paras. 41-48).

56. The Sub-Conmmi ssion, at its forty-fourth session, requested the
Secretary-General, inits resolution 1992/2, to invite all Covernnents,

United Nations bodies, including the United Nations Children's Fund, the

speci ali zed agencies, in particular the Wrld Health O ganization, and all

rel evant non-governnental organi zations, in particular the International
Cimnal Police Organization, to pursue their investigations of allegations

i nvol ving the renoval of organs fromchildren and to indicate the nmeasures
taken, if any, to counteract that practice wherever it existed, with a viewto
presenting a report to the Wrking Goup at its eighteenth session. This
request was repeated i n Sub- Conmi ssion resolutions 1993/5 and 1994/5 and the
Secretary-CGeneral submtted reports to the Working Group at its nineteenth and
twentieth sessions (E/ CN 4/ Sub. 2/ AC. 2/ 1994/ 8 and E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ AC. 2/ 1995/ 6,
respectively).

57. The Sub- Conmi ssion repeated its request in resolution 1995/16.
Consequently, the Secretary-CGeneral submtted a report
(E/ CN 4/ Sub. 2/ AC. 2/ 1996/ 4) to the Wirking Group at its twenty-first session.

58. In the same resol ution, the Sub-Comm ssion recommended that the

Conmi ssi on designate an expert to investigate and prepare a study on

al l egations regarding the renoval of organs and tissues of children and adults
for commrercial purposes.

59. Inits resolution 1996/61, the Commi ssion on Human R ghts requested the
Secretary-Ceneral to examne the reliability of allegations regarding the
renoval of organs and tissues of children and adults for conmercial purposes.
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In accordance with that resolution, a note by the Secretary-CGeneral was
submtted to the Commission at its fifty-third session (E/ ON 4/1997/78).

60. Inits resolution 1997/20, the Conmi ssion on Human R ghts requested the
Secretary-CGeneral to continue the exam nation of the reliability of

al l egations regarding the renoval of organs and tissues of children and adults
for comrercial purposes and to include, in an updated report, an analysis of
this question, to be submtted at its fifty-fifth session.

(d) Bonded | abour

61. The Sub-Commission, in its resolution 6 B (XXXI) of 13 Septenber 1978,
requested the Secretary-Ceneral to undertake, together with the specialized
agency concerned, an in-depth, worldw de study of debt bondage, taking into
account all relevant econom c, social and |egal aspects and the

i nterconnections with other slavery-like practices, and for that purpose to
make use of any information fromreliable sources nade available to him

62. Inits resolution 8 (XXXI11) of 10 Septenber 1980, the Sub-Comm ssion
invited the Secretariat to give priority to the study of debt bondage
requested in Sub-Commission resolution 6 B (XXXI). It requested the
Secretariat to exanmine the possibility of organizing a round table or
synposi um on debt bondage, with the participation of experts, the specialized
agenci es and all concerned bodies of the United Nations system as part of its
advi sory services progranmme, in order that the problemcould be studied in
dept h.

63. Inits resolution 1982/15, the Sub-Conm ssion urged that the study on
debt bondage shoul d be undertaken w thout further delay and that the author
shoul d be requested to reconmend the steps necessary for total reformwthin a
realistic, but limted period of tinme.

64. The Comm ssion on Human R ghts, in its resolution 1985/25, requested the
Sub- Conmi ssi on to consi der undertaking, at the appropriate tinme, the study on

debt bondage, as recommended on previous occasions. Inits

resol uti on 1986/ 34, the Conmission considered that in the light of the work of
the Sub-Commi ssion and its Wrking Goup on Sl avery, several issues including

debt bondage had not received sufficient attention.

65. The Sub-Commission, in its resolution 1988/ 31, recomrended that al
conpetent United Nations agenci es, devel opnent banks and i ntergover nnent a
bodi es i nvol ved i n devel opnment projects should ensure that their projects did
not perpetuate or involve bonded | abour, and that they contribute to its
elimnation. It also recommended that Menber States, where the phenomenon of
bonded | abour existed, should be urged to take effective neans, especially at
the inplenmentation |evel, to curtail bonded | abour, for exanple:

(a) By seeki ng and encouragi ng the invol verent of non-gover nnent a
or gani zat i ons;

(b) By effective dissem nation of national |egislation on |abour
rights and on the prohibition of bonded | abour particularly directed towards
victins of bonded | abour;
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(c) By setting up vigilance conmttees under the |aw,

(d) By involving to the fullest extent the constraini ng power of the
| aw agai nst the violators.

66. Inits resolution 1990/ 30, the Sub-Comm ssion invited the
Secretary-CGeneral to recomrend to the International Labour O ganization that
it consider the possibility of holding a sem nar or workshop on debt bondage,
in relation and coordination with other organizations and agenci es of the
United Nations system In its resolution 1992/2 the Sub-Comm ssion decided to
keep the question of the eradication of debt bondage under consideration and
to assess the progress achieved.

67. By its decision 1993/112, the Conmm ssion authorized the Sub- Comm ssion
to consider the possibility of appointing a special rapporteur to update the
study of M. A Bouhdiba on the exploitation of child |abour

(E/ CN 4/ Sub. 2/ 479) and to extend that study to the probl emof debt bondage.
The Sub-Commission, in its resolution 1993/5, decided to appoint

Ms. HE Wirzazi as Special Rapporteur for that purpose. Mreover, the
Sub- Conmi ssi on decided to keep the question of debt bondage under
consideration to assess the progress achieved, with a viewto the elimnation
of that intolerable practice.

68. For further action taken on this subject by the Sub-Conm ssion and by
t he Comm ssion on Human R ghts, see the follow ng section on child |abour.

(e) Child | abour

69. The Sub-Commission, inits resolution 6 B (XXXI') of 13 Septenber 1978,
decided to put the subject of the exploitation of child | abour on the agenda
of its thirty-second session in 1979, the International Year of the Child.
Inits resolution 7 B (XXXI'l) of 5 Septenber 1979, the Sub-Comm ssi on deci ded
to review the question of the exploitation of child | abour annually.

70. Upon the recomrendati on of the Sub-Conmm ssion, the Comm ssion on Hunan
Rights, inits resolution 17 (XXXVl) of 29 February 1980, recomrended to the
Econoni ¢ and Social Council that it authorize the Sub-Conmm ssion to entrust

M. Abdel wahab Bouhdi ba as Speci al Rapporteur with the preparati on of a report
on the exploitation of child [abour. The Council endorsed that recomrendation
inits decision 1980/ 125.

71. Havi ng received the study prepared by M. Bouhdi ba on the exploitation
of child labour (E/ ON 4/Sub.?2/479), the Conm ssion on Human R ghts, inits
resol ution 1982/21, invited the Sub-Conm ssion to present to the Council,

t hrough the Commission, a concrete programrme of action to conbat violations

of human rights through the exploitation of child Iabour. The note by

the Special Rapporteur setting out his proposed programre of action

(E/ CN 4/ Sub. 2/ 1982/ 29) was subnitted to the Sub-Comm ssion at its thirty-fifth
session and to the Comm ssion on Hunan R ghts at its thirty-seventh session
for its consideration.

72. Inits resolution 1984/28, the Econom c¢ and Social Council endorsed the
recomrendati on of the Comm ssion on Human R ghts (resolution 1984/35) to
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organi ze, in close cooperation with the International Labour Cfice, a sem nar
on ways and means of achieving the elimnation of the exploitation of child

| abour in all parts of the world, within the framework of the programme of
advi sory services in the field of human rights. The report of the sem nar,
whi ch was hel d at CGeneva from 28 Cctober to 8 Novenber 1985, is contained in
docunent ST/ HR SER A/ 18.

73. On the recommendati on of the Sub-Conm ssion, the Conmission, inits
resol uti on 1986/ 34, recomrended that in all societies appropriate enpl oyment

| egi sl ati on shoul d be adopted, education facilities nmade available at the

pl ace of work or el sewhere and a | egal m ni mumwage for children introduced
and that all conpetent national authorities should ensure that no children
under the mni mum age established by | aw were enpl oyed, either directly or

t hrough | ocal subcontractors. The Conmi ssion al so reconmended that al
conpetent United Nations agenci es, devel opnent banks and i ntergover nnent a

bodi es i nvol ved i n devel oprment projects shoul d encourage policies and neasures
to protect the human rights of children agai nst abusive | abour

74. The Sub-Commission, in its resolution 1988/31, recomended that the
United Nations agencies dedicated to child welfare, particularly the

United Nations Children's Fund and the International Labour O ganization,
shoul d study the problemof child [abour with a view to assisting those
countries in which it existed to eradicate it. It also recomrended that al
conpetent United Nations agenci es, devel opnent banks and international bodies
i nvol ved in devel opnent projects should ensure that no child was enpl oyed
either directly or through I ocal subcontractors.

75. Inits resolution 1990/ 30, the Sub- Conm ssion recomrended that the
supervi sory bodies of the International Labour O ganization and the Commttee
on Conventions and Reconmendati ons of the United Nations Educati onal,
Scientific and Cultural Oganization give particular attention in their

work to the inplenmentation of provisions and standards designed to ensure
protection of children and other persons exposed to contenporary forns

of slavery, such as the sale of children, child prostitution and child

por nogr aphy, the exploitation of child |abour, bonded | abour and traffic in
per sons.

76. The Sub-Conmmi ssion, in its resolutions 1990/30, 1991/ 34 and 1992/ 2,
requested the Conm ssion on Human Rights to authorize it to consider the
possibility of appointing a special rapporteur to update M. Bouhdi ba's

study on the exploitation of child labour (United Nations publication

Sales No. E. 82.XIV.2) and to extend that study to the probl emof debt bondage.

77. By its decision 1993/112, the Conm ssion authorized the Sub- Comm ssion
to consider the possibility of appointing a special rapporteur to update

M. Bouhdi ba's study and to extend that study to the problemof debt bondage.
The Economi ¢ and Social Council, in its resolution 1993/48, endorsed the
deci si on of the Conmi ssi on.

78. The Sub-Commi ssion, in its resolution 1993/5, taking into account
t he above-nmenti oned deci si on of the Conmi ssion, decided to appoint
Ms. Halina Enbarek Warzazi as Special Rapporteur to update the study. Inits
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deci si on 1994/103, the Conm ssion requested the Sub-Conm ssion to reconsider
its decisions to reconmend new studies and related efforts, including the
appoi ntnent of a special rapporteur on child | abour

79. The Sub-Commission, in its resolution 1994/5, reconmrended that the
Comm ssion on Human Rights at its fifty-first session endorse the appoi nt nent
of Ms. Warzazi as Special Rapporteur on the exploitation of child Iabour and
debt bondage. In its resolution 1995/27, the Comm ssion on Human R ghts
requested the Sub-Comm ssion to give further consideration to the proposed
appoi ntnent and to nake the appoi ntment subject to the subm ssion of a
preparat ory docunent.

80. Inits resolution 1996/ 12, the Sub- Conm ssion decided to study further
t he possi bl e appoi ntment of a special rapporteur on the exploitation of child
| abour and debt bondage, having due regard to the inportance of a study on
child | abour.

81. Inits resolution 1997/20, the Conmission called upon States that had
not yet done so to consider ratifying the pertinent international instrunents,
i ncl udi ng the Forced Labour Convention, 1930 (No. 29) and the M ni num Age
Convention, 1973 (No. 138) of the International Labour O ganization.

(f) For ced | abour

82. As at its previous sessions, the Wrking Goup at its twenty-first
session, reaffirned that forced | abour is a contenporary formof slavery,
expressed its concern at allegations that this practice had not yet been
elimnated, and decided to continue to give consideration to this itemat its
next session.

(9) M grant workers

83. The Comm ssion on Human R ghts, in its resolutions 1989/35, 1990/ 63,
1991/ 58, 1992/ 47, 1993/27, 1994/25, 1995/27, 1996/ 61 and 1997/20, invited al
Menber States to consider the possibility of taking appropriate action for the
protection of particularly vul nerable groups such as children and m grant
wonen agai nst exploitation by prostitution and other slavery-like practices,

i ncluding the possibility of establishing national bodies to achieve those

obj ectives. The Conm ssion al so requested Governments to pursue a policy

of information, prevention and rehabilitation of wonen victins of the
exploitation of prostitution and to take the appropriate econom c and soci a
nmeasur es deened necessary to that end

84. Reference is made to General Assenbly resol ution 49/175 and Conmi ssion
on Human Rights resolution 1995/21, both entitled "Internati onal Convention

on the Protection of the Rghts of All Mgrant Wrkers and Menbers of

their Famlies". In its resolutions 1994/5, 1995/16 and 1996/ 12, the

Sub- Conmi ssion urged States to ratify the Convention, which was adopted by

the General Assenbly in its resolution 45/148. Reference is also nade to
Ceneral Assenbly resol utions 49/165, 50/168 and 51/65, entitled "Viol ence

agai nst woren m grant workers"”, in which the Assenbly encouraged Menber States
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to consider signing and ratifying or acceding to the International Convention
on the Protection of the Rghts of Mgrant Wrkers and Menbers of their
Famlies, as well as the Slavery Convention of 1926.

(h) Activities of the Special Rapporteur on the sale of children
child prostitution and child pornography

85. Upon the recomrendati on of the Sub-Comm ssion (resolution 1989/42), the
Conmi ssion on Human Rights, in its resolution 1990/ 68, decided to appoint for
a period of one year a special rapporteur to consider matters relating to the
sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography, including the
probl em of the adoption of children for comrercial purposes. The Comm ssion
requested the Special Rapporteur to submt a conprehensive report to the

Comm ssion at its forty-seventh session on his activities relating to these
matters, including the frequency and extent of such practices, as well as his
concl usi ons and reconmendat i ons.

86. Inits resolution 1991/53, the Commission on Hunman R ghts wel coned the
prelimnary assessnent by the Special Rapporteur of his tasks as contained in
his report to the Commi ssion on Human Rights at its forty-seventh session

(E/ CN 4/1991/51).

87. Inits resolution 1991/54, the Conmmi ssion requested the Speci al
Rapporteur, on the basis of his experience, to consider the possibility of
subnmitting his comments and suggestions to the Wrking Goup on Contenporary
Forms of Slavery, if possible by attending its neetings. The Sub-Conm ssion
inits resolution 1991/34, requested the Special Rapporteur to pay increased
attention to aspects relating to trafficking in children, especially
trafficking with a viewto organ transpl antation, disappearances, the
purchase and sale of children, child prostitution and participation by
children in armed conflicts. This request was repeated in Sub- Conm ssi on
resol ution 1992/2. The Sub-Conmi ssion decided to transmt to the Specia
Rapporteur the infornation supplied to the Wrking Goup on the

above- nenti oned subj ects.

88. Inits resolutions 1992/76, 1993/82 and 1994/92, the Conm ssion on Hunan
Ri ghts wel conmed the reports of the Special Rapporteur on the sale of children
(B/ON. 4/1992/55 and Add. 1, E/ ON 4/1993/67 and Add.1 and E/ CN 4/1994/84 and
Add. 1) and endorsed his conclusions and reconmendati ons concerni ng the
strengthening of preventive strategies to tackle the root causes of the sale
of children, child prostitution and child pornography.

89. Inits resolution 48/ 156, the Ceneral Assenbly expressed its support for
the work of the Special Rapporteur of examining all over the world the
question of the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography and
invited himto continue providing attention to the econonic, social, |egal and
cultural factors affecting those phenonmena. The Assenbly requested the
Speci al Rapporteur to submt to it a provisional report at its forty-ninth
session. |In accordance with that request, the Special Rapporteur submtted
hi s provisional report (A/49/478).
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90. Inits resolution 49/210, the CGeneral Assenbly wel coned the provisional
report and requested the Special Rapporteur to submt another provisiona
report at its fiftieth session

91. Inits resolution 1995/79, the Commi ssion on Hunan Ri ghts, having
considered the report of the Special Rapporteur subnitted to the

Ceneral Assenbly at its forty-ninth session, decided to renew the nandate
of the newy appoi nted Special Rapporteur (Ms. (elia Cal cetas-Santos,

Phi |'i ppi nes) for a further three years and invited her, inter alia, to
cooperate closely with the Wrking Goup on Contenporary Forns of Sl avery.

92. Inits resolution 50/153, the Ceneral Assenbly wel comed the provisional
report subnmitted by the Special Rapporteur (A 50/456).

93. Inits resolution 1996/85, the Commi ssion on Human R ghts wel coned the
report submtted by the Special Rapporteur (E CN 4/1996/100) and requested her
to submt an interimreport to the General Assenbly at its fifty-first session
and a report to the Commission at its fifty-third session

94. Inits resolution 51/77, the General Assenbly wel comed the report
subnmitted by the Special Rapporteur as a followup to the Wrld Congress
agai nst Conmerci al Sexual Exploitation of Children (A 51/456).

95. Inits resolution 1997/78, the Conmi ssion wel coned the report submtted
by the Special Rapporteur (E ON 4/1997/95). The Speci al Rapporteur undertook
two visits, the first to the Czech Republic from20 to 25 May 1996 and the
second in the United States of America from9 to 20 Decenber 1996. The

m ssion reports are contained i n documents E/ ON. 4/1997/95/ Add. 1 and

E/ CN. 4/ 1997/ 95/ Add. 2, respectively. The Commi ssion al so requested her to
subnmit an interimreport to the CGeneral Assenbly at its fifty-second session
and a report to the Commission at its fifty-fourth session.

(i) Activities of the Special Rapporteur on viol ence agai nst wonen

96. Inits resolution 1994/45, the Conmmi ssion on Hunan R ghts deci ded
to appoint, for a three-year period, a special rapporteur on violence
agai nst woren, including its causes and consequences. Subsequently,

Ms. Radhi ka Coomaraswany (Sri Lanka) was appoi nted Speci al Rapporteur.

97. The Speci al Rapporteur subnitted her prelimnary report to the
Commission at its fifty-first session (E/ON 4/1995/42). |In accordance with
Commi ssi on resol ution 1995/85, she submtted her first report (E CN 4/1996/53
and Add.2) to the Conm ssion. M. Coomraraswany undertook a visit to the
Denocratic People's Republic of Korea, the Republic of Korea and Japan on the
issue of mlitary sexual slavery during wartine (E CN 4/1996/53/Add. 1).

98. Inits resolution 1997/44, the Conmmi ssion wel coned the reports submtted
by the Special Rapporteur (E ON 4/1997/47 and Add. 1-4) and deci ded to renew
the mandate for a further three years. The Special Rapporteur undertook three
country visits to Poland (24-31 May 1996), Brazil (15-26 July 1996) and

South Africa (9-18 Qctober 1996).
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(i) Wrld Congress agai nst Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children

99. At its twenty-first session, the Wrking Goup decided to include this
itemon the provisional agenda for its twenty-second session

(k) Qher matters, including early narriages, incest, detained
juveniles and children victins of war

Early marri ages

100. At its nineteenth, twentieth and twenty-first sessions, the Wrking
QG oup took note of information provided on the issue of early marriages and
decided to include this itemon the agenda of its next sessions.

| ncest

101. As it did at its previous session, the Wrking Goup decided, at its
twenty-first session, to include this itemon its agenda for the twenty-second
session and to consider ways to conbat incest and sexual abuse of children
inside the famly, and enphasi zed the urgent need for adequate help to be
offered to victins of such practices. The Wrking Goup urged Governments to
make confidential facilities available for children to nake di scl osures of the
situation and to obtain advice, it also urged Menber States to take adequate
steps to punish suitably the perpetrators of that nost hei nous of fence.

Det ai ned j uvenil es

102. The Sub-Conmission, in its resolution 1991/16, entitled “The application
of international standards concerning the human rights of detained juveniles”,
requested the Secretary-CGeneral to explore the feasibility of organizing a
neeting of experts under the auspices of the Centre for Human R ghts, the
United Nations Children's Fund and the Oine Prevention and Cimnal Justice
Branch of the Centre for Social Devel oprment and Humanitarian Affairs on the
application of international standards concerning the hunan rights of detained
juvenil es.

103. The Commission on Hunman Rights, in its resolution 1993/80, wel conmed the
proposal by the Secretary-CGeneral to organi ze such a neeting, within the
framework of the programme of human rights activities for 1994. The

Commi ssion al so expressed the wish that the Commttee on the R ghts of the
Child and the Wrking Group on Contenporary Forns of Slavery and the Wrking
G oup on Detention of the Sub-Comm ssion shoul d be represented at the meeting
of experts, together with the specialized non-governnental organizations, in
particul ar those of juvenile court judges. The proposal to organi ze such a
nmeeti ng was approved by the Econonmic and Social Council inits

deci si on 1993/ 280. The expert group neeting on children and juveniles in
detention was convened at Vienna from 30 Cctober to 4 Novenber 1994. It
subnmitted a report to the Conmssion at its fifty-first session

(E/ CN 4/1995/100). Having considered the report, the Conmission, inits
resol uti on 1995/41, called upon the working groups which already had given
special attention to questions relating to the effective protection of human
rights in the admnistration of justice to continue to provide specific
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recommendations in that regard. The Comm ssion al so requested the
Secretary-CGeneral to submt to it a report on the issue at its fifty-second
sessi on.

104. In its resolution 1994/9, entitled “Situation of children deprived

of their liberty”, the Sub-Conm ssion requested the Secretary-Ceneral to
subnit to it at its forty-seventh session a note on the situation of

children deprived of their liberty. |In accordance with that request, the
Secretary-General submtted to the Sub-Conm ssion at its forty-seventh session
a note on the situation of children deprived of their |iberty

(E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1995/ 30 and Add. 1).

105. In its resolution 1996/32, the Conm ssion on Human R ghts took note of
the report of the Secretary-General (E/ ON 4/1996/31 and Add. 1) on children
and juveniles in detention submtted in accordance with Conmi ssion

resol ution 1995/41. The Conm ssion called upon Wrking Goups to continue to
give special attention to questions relating to the effective protection of
human rights in the admnistration of justice and to provide specific
recommendations in that regard. It also called upon all States to give high
priority to the pronotion and protection of all rights of the child and
juveniles in the admnistration of justice. The Conm ssion requested the
Secretary-General to report to it on the issue at its fifty-third session

106. In its decision 1997/106, the Conm ssion wel comed the report of the
Secretary-General (E/ CN 4/1997/26) and requested himto submt an updated
report at its fifty-fourth session. The Conmission decided to resune, on a
bi enni al basis, consideration of this question at its fifty-fourth session
under the agenda itementitled “Question of the human rights of all persons
subj ected to any formof detention or inprisonment”.

Sl avery during wartine

107. In its resolution 1993/24, the Sub-Comm ssion decided to entrust

Ms. Linda Chavez as special rapporteur with the task of undertaki ng an
in-depth study on the situation of systematic rape, sexual slavery and

sl avery-1like practices during wartinme, including internal arnmed conflict. The
Conmi ssion on Human Rights, in its decision 1994/103 requested the

Sub- Conmi ssion to reconsider its decision.

108. The Sub-Conm ssion, in its decision 1994/109, decided to invite

Ms. Linda Chavez to submt, wi thout financial inplications, a working paper on
the issue at its forty-seventh session. 1In accordance with that request,

Ms. Chavez submitted a working paper on the situation of systematic rape,
sexual slavery and sl avery-like practices during wartime including interna
armed conflict (E/ ON 4/Sub. 2/ 1995/ 38).

109. In its decision 1996/ 107, the Conm ssion on Human Rights, at its
fifty-second session, endorsed the decision of the Sub-Conmm ssion to appoint
Ms. Linda Chavez, Special Rapporteur with the task of undertaki ng an in-depth
study of the situation of systematic rape, sexual slavery and slavery-like
practices during periods of armed conflict.
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110. In its resolution 1996/ 11, the Sub-Conmm ssion wel comed the prelimnary
report submtted by the Special Rapporteur (E CN 4/Sub.2/1996/26) and
requested her to subnmt her final report to the Sub-Commission at its
forty-ninth session in conformty with the plan contained in her working paper
(E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1995/ 38) .

Draft optional protocol on the sale of children, child prostitution and child

por nogr aphy

111. The Ceneral Assenbly, in its resolution 48/ 156, requested the Conmm ssion
on Human R ghts to consider, at its fiftieth session, the creation of a
working group to study, as a matter of priority, the elaboration of
guidelines, in close contact with the Special Rapporteur, for a possible draft
optional protocol on the issues related to the sale of children, child
prostitution and child pornography, as well as the basic neasures required for
preventing and eradi cating those serious problens. Followi ng this request,
the Comm ssion on Human R ghts, in its resolution 1994/90, decided to set up
an open-ended inter-sessional working group, which would nmeet for two weeks
prior to the fifty-first session of the Commssion, and to include that issue
as a specific sub-itemof the agenda item“Rights of the Child’, entitled
“Question of a draft optional protocol to the Convention on the R ghts of the
Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography, as
wel |l as the basic nmeasures needed for their prevention and eradication”. In
its resolution 1994/9, the Econom c and Social Council authorized the

est abl i shnent of the working group.

112. In accordance with Conm ssion on Human R ghts resol uti on 1994/90, the
working group held its first session from14 to 25 Novenber 1994. The worKki ng
group submtted its report to the Commssion at its fifty-first session

(E/ CN 4/1995/95). The Commission, in its resolution 1995/78, having exam ned
the report, decided that the open-ended working group shoul d el aborate, on the
basis of the guidelines contained in its report, a draft optional protocol to
the Convention on the Rghts of the Child on the sale of children, child
prostitution and child pornography.

113. In accordance with Conm ssion on Human R ghts resol uti ons 1995/ 78

and 1996/ 85, the working group held its second and third sessions from

29 January to 9 February 1996 and from3 to 14 February 1997, respectively.
The working group submtted its reports to the Commssion at its fifty-second
and fifty-third sessions (E ON 4/1996/101, E/ CN 4/1997/97).

114. The Commission in its resolution 1997/78, requested the Wrking Goup to
nmeet for a period of two weeks, or less if possible, prior to the next session
of the Commission, in order to finalize the draft optional protocol.

Sex_tourism

115. In its resolution 1992/2, the Sub-Comm ssion requested the
Secretary-Ceneral to convey to the Wrld Touri sm Organi zati on the grave
concern of the Wrking Goup on Contenporary Forns of Slavery with regard to
sex tourism together with a request that it convene, as a natter of priority,
a nmeeting to discuss the consequences of sex tourismand ways of preventing

t hat phenonenon, in particular when the prostitution of children was invol ved.
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116. In its resolution 1993/5, the Sub-Comm ssion requested the
Secretary-CGeneral to convey to the Wrld Touri sm O gani zati on the Wrking
QG oup's grave concern at the information received during its eighteenth
session with regard to the persistence and the devel opment of sex tourism

117. In its resolution 1994/5, the Sub-Comm ssion requested the
Secretary-CGeneral to appeal to the Wrld Touri sm Organization to inscribe on
the agenda for its next conference an itemon sex tourismand its devel opnent.

118. In its resolutions 1995/16 and 1996/ 12, the Sub- Conm ssi on reconmmrended
that CGovernnents prohibit the advertising or publicizing of sex tourismand
that they not facilitate other commercial activities involving sexua
exploitation. In resolution 1995/16, it al so wel coned the convening of the
Wrld Congress agai nst Conmercial Sexual Exploitation of Children, to be held
in Stockholmfrom26 to 31 August 1996

Child soldiers

119. In its resolutions 1989/41, 1990/30 and 1991/ 34, the Sub-Comm ssion
expressed its deep concern at the fact that in many regions of the world
children were still taking part in hostilities and were being recruited into
the armed forces, and that certain Governnments and non-governnental entities
encouraged and sonetimes conpelled children to take part in mlitary training
and participate in hostilities.

120. At its forty-second session, the Sub-Comm ssion had before it the
report on the recruitnent of children into governnent and non-governnent al
arnmed forces (E/ ON 4/ Sub. 2/ 1990/ 43 and Add.1 and 2) submtted by the
Secretary-CGeneral in accordance with the request contained in Sub-Comm ssion
resol uti on 1989/41.

121. The Sub-Conmi ssion, in its resolution 1991/ 34, requested the
Secretary-CGeneral to update his report on the recruitnent of children into
governnent and non-governnmental armed forces on the basis of the information
provi ded by Governnents, the specialized agencies and intergovernnmental and
non-gover nrent al organi zati ons concerned and to subnit it to the

Sub- Conmi ssion at its forty-fourth session.

122. In its resolution 1992/2 the Sub-Comm ssion, at its forty-fourth
session, having exam ned the report of the Secretary-Cenera

(E/ CN 4/ Sub. 2/ 1992/ 35 and Add. 1), requested the Wrking Goup to continue to
give attention to that question at its eighteenth session. This request was
repeated in resolution 1993/5 of the Sub-Conmi ssi on.

123. The Ceneral Assenbly, in its resolution 48/ 157, expressed its concern
about the situation of the traffic of children in many parts of the world as a
result of armed conflicts and urged all Menber States to continue seeking
conpr ehensi ve inprovenment of that situation, taking appropriate and concrete
nmeasures to alleviate it. The Assenbly al so requested bodi es and

organi zations of the United Nations, as well as intergovernnmental and
non-gover nmental organi zations, within the scope of their respective nmandates,
to cooperate in order to ensure nore effective action in addressing the
probl em of the children affected by arnmed conflicts. Pursuant to the
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request contained in the same resolution, the Secretary-Ceneral submtted a
report to the General Assenbly at its forty-ninth session on concrete neasures
taken to alleviate the situation of children in arnmed conflicts (A 49/411).

124. In the sane resolution, the General Assenbly requested the
Secretary-CGeneral to appoint an expert, working in collaboration with the
Centre for Human R ghts and the United Nations Children's Fund, to undertake a
conpr ehensi ve study on the protection of children directly or indirectly
participating in armed conflicts, as well as the rel evance and adequacy of

exi sting standards, and to nake specific recomrendati ons on ways and nmeans to
prevent children frombeing affected by arned conflicts, to inprove and to
ensure their protection, including against the indiscrimnate use of all
weapons of war, especially anti-personnel mnes, and to pronote their physica
and psychol ogi cal recovery and social reintegration, in particular nmeasures to
ensure proper nedi cal care and adequate nutrition, taking into account the
recomrendati ons of the Wirld Conference on Hunman R ghts (A CONF. 157/ 23,

part Il, para. 50) and the Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC U 16).

Fol lowi ng this request, the Secretary-Ceneral decided to appoint as an expert
on that issue Ms. Graca Machel (Mobzanbique). The General Assenbly further
requested Menber States, United Nations bodi es and organi zations, as well as
ot her relevant intergovernmental and non-governmnental organizations, including
the Commttee on the Rights of the Child, the United Nations Children' s Fund,
the Ofice of the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for Refugees, the Wrld
Heal th Organization and the International Conmittee of the Red Ooss, to
contribute to the above-nenti oned study. At the request of the Assenbly, the
Secretary-CGeneral submtted a progress report on the study at its forty-ninth
session (A 49/ 643).

125. In its resolution 50/153, the General Assenbly took note of the report
of the Secretary-Ceneral on concrete neasures taken to alleviate the situation
of children in arned conflicts (A/50/672). 1t also expressed its support for
the work of the expert designated to undertake a study on the situation of
children affected by arnmed conflict.

126. In its resolution 51/77, the General Assenbly wel coned the final report
subnmitted by Ms. Machel on the inpact of armed conflicts on children (A 51/ 306
and Add. 1) and reconmended that the Secretary-General appoint for a period of
three years a Special Representative on the inpact of armed conflicts on
children.

127. The Commission, in its resolution 1994/91, recomended to the Econom c
and Social Council that it authorize an open-ended working group of the

Conmi ssion on Human Rights to neet for a period of two weeks prior to the
fifty-first session of the Commssion in order to elaborate, as a natter of
priority, a draft optional protocol to the Convention on the R ghts of the
Child on the involvenent of children in arned conflicts. The working group
used as a basis for discussion the prelimnary draft optional protocol on the
i nvol verent of children in armed conflicts prepared by the Committee on the
R ghts of the Child (E/ ON 4/1994/91).

128. The working group held its first, second and third sessions
from31l Qctober to 11 Novenber 1994, from 15 to 26 January 1996 and from20 to
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31 January 1997. It submtted its reports to the Commi ssion on Human R ghts
at its fifty-first, fifty-second and fifty-third sessions (E CN 4/1995/ 96,
E/ ON. 4/ 1996/ 102 and E/ CN. 4/ 1997/ 96) .

129. In its resolution 1997/78, the Conm ssion requested the working group to
nmeet for a period of two weeks, or less if possible, prior to the next session
of the Commission in order to finalize the draft optional protocol.

O gani zati on of work

130. In its resolution 1991/34, the Sub-Comm ssion requested the
Secretary-General to examne the possibility of organizing the sessions of the
Wrking Goup on Contenporary Forns of Slavery for eight working days during
the nmonth of April or May, in order to avoid overlapping wth neetings of

ot her working groups of the Sub-Commi ssion and the burden that placed on the
Centre for Human Rights, and in view of the inpossibility of representatives
of CGovernments and non-governnental organi zati ons attendi ng si nul t aneous
sessions. This request was approved by the Comm ssion on Hunman Rights inits
deci si on 1992/ 115.

131. The Econonic and Social Council, inits resolution 1993/48, approved the
endor senent by the Comm ssion on Human R ghts in resolution 1993/27 of the
recomrendat i on made by the Sub-Comm ssion, inits resolution 1992/2, that the
arrangenents regarding the organi zati on of the session of the Wrking G oup,
as contained in Conm ssion decision 1992/115, be repeated in subsequent years.

6. Adoption of the report of the Wrking Goup to the Sub- Conm SSion
on Prevention of D scrimnation and Protection of Mnorities

132. Under rule 37 of the rules of procedure, the Wirking G oup is to report
to the Sub- Commi ssion on the work of its session.



