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The neeting was called to order at 10.25 a.m

STATEMENT BY MRS. CHRI STI NE STEWART, SECRETARY OF STATE (LATIN AMERI CA AND
AFRI CA) OF CANADA

1. Ms. STEWART (Canada), recalling that States shared responsibility for
human rights problens, said that the best approach was one of dial ogue and
engagenent. That explained the particular efforts that Canada and its

i ndependent Canadi an Human Ri ghts Conmi ssion had made to work with other
countries to develop national institutions for the protection of human rights.
The United Nations Hi gh Conmi ssioner for Human Ri ghts had rmade an inportant
contribution to hel ping Rvanda rebuild its judicial and human rights
infrastructure. The Conmission had to contribute to a coordinated

i nternational response to the situations in Burundi and Zaire. Canada also
wel comed the progress achieved in establishing a United Nations Human Ri ghts
O fice in Bogota and would like practical nmeasures to be inplenented w thout
del ay.

2. The Conmi ssion had to sustain the pursuit of dialogue and engagenent in
support of human rights, even in the face of refusal by sone Governnents.

VWhen the Conmi ssion resuned its debate on human rights situations in all parts
of the world, her delegation would express its views in a frank manner on a
range of situations, such as that in N geria, with whose Governnment Canada had
unsuccessfully tried to engage in a serious human rights dial ogue, or that in
China, a country with which Canada had di scussed human rights in a
constructive spirit on the basis of nutual respect. It would also listen with
interest to the concerns expressed by others about the human rights situation
i n Canada

3. The review of specific situations was an obligation under the Charter
but above all an obligation to victims of human rights violations and to the
countl ess individuals and nenbers of non-governnental organizations working to
defend those victins. She paid tribute to those who had nade the ultimte
sacrifice for that cause in the past year. |In the last 12 nonths, Canada had
lost two of its own, Ms. Nancy Malloy, a nurse with the Internationa
Committee of the Red Cross in Chechnya, and Father Pinard, a M ssionaire

d' Afrique in Rwanda. She joined those who had called for the early conpletion
of the draft Declaration on Hunan Ri ghts Defenders, the initiative for which
had been taken by Norway and Canada 11 years earlier

4, Canada al so attached high priority to advanci ng the Commi ssion's work on
the Decl aration on the Rights of |ndigenous Peopl es.

5. The Government of Canada had nade the rights of children a priority in
both donestic and foreign policy. It took its commitnents under the
Convention on the Rights of the Child seriously and strongly supported the
preparation of the two optional protocols to the Convention relating to the
sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography and to children in
situations of armed conflict. To follow up on the Agenda for Action of the
St ockhol m Worl d Congress agai nst Sexual Exploitation of Children, it had
submitted a bill to Parlianment that woul d nmake Canadi ans who engaged in child
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sex tourismabroad |iable to prosecution in Canada. It was also taking an
active part in efforts to conbat child | abour, a challenge calling for a

mul ti di sciplinary response fromnational and international authorities, civi
soci ety and non-governnental organizations.

6. Wth regard to wonen's rights, she paid tribute to the Speci al
Rapporteur on viol ence agai nst wonmen, who had conpleted her first term At
the current session, the Canadi an del egati on woul d be honoured to lead in
seeking the renewal of that inportant mandate for a further three years.

7. However, all the efforts being nmade to advance the many vital causes
before the Conmi ssion would be in vain if the United Nations human rights
system did not have the neans to function properly. Canada had been
encouraged by the initial steps taken by the new United Nations
Secretary-General in reformng the Secretariat and, in particular, identifying
human rights as a core function. It offered himits full support in ensuring
that human rights would be fully integrated into the action of the

Organi zation in all areas - peace and security, devel opnent and humanitari an
affairs. Canada was in the process of preparing a human rights roster to help
establish a rapid reaction capacity for the United Nations and ot her

i nternati onal organizations.

8. The fiftieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts
in 1998 woul d be an opportunity to review the Vienna Declaration and Programe
of Action and to respond to the human rights challenges of a new m Il ennium
A crucial mlestone would be the establishnent of an international crimna
court. Canada al so saw scope for considerable progress in three other areas.
First, new information technol ogi es should be an inportant part of the
strategy for the pronotion of human rights, especially to the younger
generation, and Canada intended to play a | eadership role in that area.
Secondly, the Commi ssion, its nmany nmechani sms and the human rights treaty
bodi es had to be nade better known; one way would be to prepare an annua
report on the state of human rights worl dwi de on the basis of the findings of
i ndependent United Nations human rights nechanisns. As part of the
comenoration of the fiftieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration, Canada
woul d sponsor the devel opment and publication of a prototype for such a
report. Canada al so believed that the Commi ssion should nobilize the great
interest shown in its work by political figures and other distinguished
personalities fromall parts of the world. It therefore strongly urged that,
at the Conmission's fifty-fourth session, a high-level debate should be held
with the participation of |eaders, nministers and top representatives of civi
soci ety who would help carry the Comr ssion's nessage beyond the walls of the
Pal ai s des Nati ons.

STATEMENT BY MR JAN EGELAND, M NI STER FOR FOREI GN AFFAI RS OF NORWAY

9. M. EGELAND (Norway) stressed the need to increase United Nati ons budget
resources earmarked for human rights programmes in order to give real force to
t he mechani sns for nonitoring and enforcing human rights and preventing human
rights viol ations throughout the world. Norway intended to increase its
contributions to bilateral and nultilateral projects. 1In view of the
conmendabl e results the Hi gh Conm ssioner for Human Ri ghts had achieved
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despite limted resources, the Norwegi an Government hoped that his successor
woul d continue the efforts being nade with vigour and efficiency; it would
keep supporting the Hi gh Conm ssioner's endeavours to reinforce his position
and make the Centre for Human Rights nore effective

10. No one was, however, as inportant for the protection and pronmoti on of
human rights as the thousands of | ocal human rights advocates in al

countries, who often paid a high price for their courage. The draft

decl aration being prepared on that subject would not only define new rights
and freedons, but al so provide protection for human rights defenders and
underline the legitimcy of their work. His Governnment was satisfied with the
progress made by the Wbrking G oup set up to prepare the text and hoped that

it would be able to conplete its work in time for the adoption of the

decl aration by the General Assenbly in 1998.

11. The Norwegi an Gover nnent considered that the Conm ssion should give high
priority to the situation of indigenous peoples who could not fully enjoy
their fundamental human rights and freedons. The adoption of a declaration on
the rights of indigenous peoples and the establishnment of a permanent forum
for indigenous peoples within the United Nations should be the major ains of
the International Decade of the World' s |Indigenous Peopl es.

12. The many internal conflicts now going on throughout the world bore
witness to the urgent need for the setting of m ninmum humanitarian standards
whi ch woul d be applicable in situations of crisis, strife and turmoil and
woul d be respected by all the parties to conflicts. That problem had been
di scussed at an international workshop held in Cape Town in 1996 in response
to Comm ssion resolution 1996/26. In cooperation with the other Nordic
countries and South Africa, his delegation intended to submit a draft
resolution to follow up on the outconme of that workshop

13. The tine had come for joint, coordinated international action to put an
end to the intolerable situation caused by Iran's fatwa against the witer

Sal man Rushdi e, which was a violation of universally accepted human rights
principles and of international |law. The explanation given by the Governnent
of lran when it had recently announced that the reward for the assassination
of Sal man Rushdi e had been raised from$2 mllion to $2.5 mllion, nanely,
that such action was being taken by a private organization outside Government
control, was unacceptable. The Norwegi an Government called for internationa
econom ¢ sanctions against Iran

14. The Norwegi an Governnent fully supported the very constructive proposals
made by the Canadi an Secretary of State (Africa and Latin America) on the

i ncreased application of information technology in the service of human rights
di ssenmi nation, the preparation of an annual report on the state of human
rights worl dwi de and high-level participation in the celebrations of the
fiftieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights at the
Commission's fifty-fourth session

15. The pronmotion and protection of human rights both internationally and
nationally were cornerstones of his Governnent's policy. They occupied a
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particularly prom nent place in Norway's peace efforts in the Mddle East, in
Central Anerica and el sewhere because it was clear that respect for the

i nherent dignity and equal and inalienable rights of individuals was the
foundati on not only of freedom but also of peace.

QUESTI ON OF THE REALI ZATION I N ALL COUNTRI ES OF THE ECONOM C, SOCI AL AND
CULTURAL RI GHTS CONTAI NED I N THE UNI VERSAL DECLARATI ON OF HUMAN RI GHTS AND I N
THE | NTERNATI ONAL COVENANT ON ECONOM C, SOCI AL AND CULTURAL RI GHTS, AND STUDY
OF SPECI AL PROBLEMS WHI CH THE DEVELOPI NG COUNTRI ES FACE I N THEI R EFFORTS TO
ACHI EVE THESE HUMAN RI GHTS, | NCLUDI NG

(a) PROBLEMS RELATED TO THE RI GHT TO ENJOY AN ADEQUATE STANDARD OF
LI VING FORElI GN DEBT, ECONOM C ADJUSTMENT PCLI Cl ES AND THEI R
EFFECTS ON THE FULL ENJOYMENT OF HUMAN RI GHTS AND, | N PARTI CULAR
ON THE | MPLEMENTATI ON OF THE DECLARATI ON ON THE RI GHT TO
DEVEL OPMENT;

(b) THE EFFECTS OF THE EXI STI NG UNJUST | NTERNATI ONAL ECONOM C ORDER ON
THE ECONOM ES OF THE DEVELOPI NG COUNTRI ES, AND THE OBSTACLE THAT
THI'S REPRESENTS FOR THE | MPLEMENTATI ON OF HUVAN RI GHTS AND
FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS

(agenda item5) (continued) (E/ CN. 4/1997/17-20, 106, 110, 112, 115 and 120;
E/ CN. 4/ 1997/ NGO 9; E/CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1996/ 12 and Corr.1 and 13;
E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1995/ 11; A/ C. 3/51/6)

QUESTI ON OF THE REALI ZATI ON OF THE RI GHT TO DEVELOPMENT (agenda item 6)
(continued) (E/CN. 4/1997/21 and 22; E/ CN. 4/1997/ NGO 2)

16. M. DRZEW CKI (Chairman- Rapporteur of the Intergovernnmental G oup of
Experts on the Right to Devel opnent), introducing the progress report of the
I ntergovernnental Group on the work of its first session (E/ CN. 4/1997/22),
said that the G oup, which had been established for two years by Comm ssion
resolution 1996/ 15, was conposed of 10 experts specializing in very different
i ssues who had all taken an active part in the discussions and, despite sone
di fferences of opinion, had been able to arrive at their conclusions in a
spirit of consensus that should enable themto submit a final consensually
adopted report.

17. The mandate of the G oup of Experts, which had been defined in the sane
resol uti on, was based on the Declaration on the Right to Devel opment and on
the Vi enna Decl aration and Programre of Action. On the basis of the work of
the Working Group on the Right to Devel opnent that had preceded it and the
rel evant concl usions of world conferences, the G oup of Experts was to

formul ate a strategy for the inplementation and pronotion of the right to
developnent in its integrated and nultidi mensi onal aspects and focus its
efforts on the design of concrete and practical measures. That was the basic
di fference between its mandate and that of the Working G oup

18. The G oup of Experts had decided that it would work in closed neetings
to facilitate exchanges of views and the drafting process, as well as in
public nmeetings to inform Governments and governmental and non-government a
organi zations of the progress of its work and to hol d exchanges of views and
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informati on. The comments, including criticism nmade by the representatives
of Governnents and organi zations during public neetings had proved to be
useful. Since sone CGovernnents had criticized the |lack of transparency
resulting fromtoo nany closed neetings, the Goup of Experts would reconsider
the question of the proportion of such neetings, even though they hel ped speed
up the work and were preferred by the majority of the experts.

19. In accordance with its mandate, the G oup of Experts had established
contacts with the treaty bodies and the United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for
Human Ri ghts, whose nmandate was, inter alia, to pronote the effective
enjoyment of all hurman rights and the realization of the right to devel opnent.
It had al so requested Governments, United Nations agencies and the conpetent

i ntergovernmental and non-governmental organizations to submit their views and
proposals to it.

20. The approach had been to consider general conceptual issues first and
then to focus on the concrete nmeasures to be incorporated in a strategy.
Havi ng been the subject matter of a declaration, the right to devel opnent had
been reaffirmed in Vienna, where the international comunity had been
requested to treat it equally with other fundanental rights because, |ike
them it was indissociable fromdenocracy. |In view of serious threats to

i nternati onal peace and security, the G oup of Experts had reaffirmed that the
exercise of the right to devel opnent could al so be regarded as a neans of
preventing conflicts.

21. In order to specify what was neant by the “right to devel opment”, the

G oup of Experts had characterized it fromthe viewpoint of a triple
obligation of States and the international community: the obligation to
respect, protect and give effect to all human rights. It had tried to define
the content of that right and of the corresponding obligations of States nore
precisely. On the basis, inter alia, of the final report of the Special
Rapporteur of the Sub-Comr ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and
Protection of Mnorities, M. Asbjgrn Eide, entitled “The right to adequate
food as a human right” (Study Series 1), the G oup of Experts had decided to
di vide the nultidi nensional aspects of the right to devel opnent into four main
categories, i.e. economc, social, cultural and civil and political, and to
det erm ne what each one involved, what conmtnents or obligations derived
therefromfor the right to devel opnment, what obstacles stood in the way of the
realization of that right and what measures its realization required. A
prelimnary list of specific issues under those four categories which had been
prepared in cooperation with representatives of Governnments and

non- gover nnent al organi zati ons should summari ze the conclusions the experts
had reached on that part of their work. Because of the lack of time, the list

was not conplete, but it had been reproduced as it stood in annex Il of the
progress report and it was already a useful working tool. Sone of the columms
had to be filled in to include references, obstacles and proposed measures.
Part 11l of the report contained proposals that the G oup of Experts had to

consi der before including themin the |ist.

22. Referring to differences of opinion within the G oup of Experts, he said
that there had been sone di sagreenent about the link between the right to
devel opnent as a human right and devel opnment itself. Some experts had

enphasi zed that the right to devel opnent was a human right, relating it to the
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full enjoyment of civil and political rights and econom c, social and cultura
rights, while others tended to look at it fromthe devel opnent perspective.
On the one hand, the right to devel opnment was part of universal, indivisible
and interdependent human rights which derived fromthe dignity of the human
person. On the other, it could becone a viable instrument for putting human
rights firmly on the devel opnment agenda.

23. Anot her question on which there had been no unaninmty was the
rel ati onshi p between the donmestic and international dinmensions of the right to
devel opnent. In order to reconcile extrene points of view, it nust not be

forgotten that each State bore the primary responsibility for its devel opment
and the devel opment opportunities offered to all persons under its
jurisdiction, but that the | ack of devel opnent could not justify any
abridgenent of internationally recognized human rights. The Wbrld Conference
on Human Rights had nade it clear that States nust cooperate to ensure

devel opnent and elimnate obstacles to devel opnent. The entire internationa
comunity had to pronote effective cooperation for the realization of the
right to devel opnent.

24. At their next session, the experts would try to reach a consensus on
concrete and practical measures, but they were already warning that
expectations nust not be too great. The right to devel opnent was not a
panacea or substitute for a so-called “human right to happiness”, but it could
become a neans of strengthening respect for human rights, denocracy and
sust ai nabl e devel opnent .

25. He drew the Commission's attention to the reconmendati on by the G oup of
Experts that it should be able to hold an additional two-week session in order
to carry out its mandate properly. The Goup of Experts had al so recomrended
that M. Thiam should be able to attend the next session of the African

Commi ssi on on Human and People's Rights in order to prepare a study on the
pronoti on and inplenentation of the right to devel opnment by that Conm ssion
He | ooked forward with interest to suggestions and coments on his progress
report.

26. In conclusion, he referred to article 28 of the Universal Declaration of
Human Ri ghts, which was probably the earliest expression of the concept of the
right to developnent: “Everyone is entitled to a social and internationa

order in which the rights and freedons set forth in this Declaration can be
fully realized”.

27. Ms. KSENTINI (Special Rapporteur on the adverse effects of the illicit
movenment and dunpi ng of toxic waste and dangerous products and wastes on the
enj oynent of human rights), introducing her progress report (E/ CN. 4/1997/19),
said that her nmandate was prinmarily to consider the scope of the problem

whi ch affected African and other devel oping countries, to receive and consi der
comuni cations on the question and to prepare a list of countries and
transnati onal corporations which engaged in the illicit practices in question
as well as a list of victins.

28. In her prelimnary report (E/ CN. 4/1996/17), she had discussed the first
conmponent of that mandate and described the main trends in the illicit
novenent and dunping of toxic waste and the adverse effects of such products
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on the right to life and the right to health. She had al so described the
background to the problem and surveyed the factors which were hel ping to nake
it worse, as well as the difficulties encountered by devel opi ng countries,
particularly in Africa, which were the victins thereof.

29. In her progress report, she had studied the conplaints and

conmuni cati ons she had received. That task had been carried out in
particularly difficult conditions. She had spoken with the del egations
concerned and had been able to see that their concerns were the same as her
own. The progress report could be considered only in conjunction with the
prelimnary report, which had already drawn attention to the extreme diversity
and conplexity of the forns taken by the illicit traffic in toxic products and
its ability to adapt to the changing world situation. The novenent of toxic
wastes to devel oping countries had increased in recent years, in the form of
recycling and recuperation operations, which mght in principle appear to be
entirely legal, but were, in fact, often fraudul ent because of the corruption
they involved and the harnful effects they had on the environment and the
health and lives of individuals and even of entire conmunities. Internationa
regul atory provisions, such as the Basel Convention, were, however, no |onger
enough to counteract such operations, which were not necessarily unlawful, but
were wongful in terms of human rights standards. Those practices were al

t he nore dangerous and therefore condemmable in that they targeted

particul arly vul nerabl e peoples and countries, such as the African countries
and the countries in transition, which did not have the legal, financial and
technol ogi cal neans to deal with themeffectively.

30. She drew attention to paragraphs 20, 22, 92 and 93 of the report, which
dealt with the problenms which she had encountered and which were primarily the
result of the insufficient human and financial resources nmade available to her
by the Centre for Human Rights. The restructuring of the Centre had also |ed
to del ays that had prevented her fromfulfiling her mandate. She had been
unabl e, lIike other rapporteurs, to continue to benefit fromthe services of
the official who had been assigned to her earlier and the cross-exam nation
procedure for conmunications had fallen seven nonths behind. Contrary to the
assurances that had been given to her, the comruni cati ons had been transmtted
to the Governnents concerned too late for themto be able to reply in tine and
for her to fornul ate her concl usions before the date of subm ssion of the
report. The consideration of the comrunications dealt with in the report was
therefore prelimnary and no conclusi ons had been reached. She had, however,
been entirely satisfied with the cooperation of the expert appointed to assist
her, and with that of so many Governnents.

31. The third conponent of the study, the list of countries and
transnati onal corporations which illicitly transferred toxic products and,
possi bly, the preparation of the report to the Commission's fifty-fourth
session, could not be conpleted unless she had the necessary financial and
human resources to deal with the information received according to the
criteria established, to hold the necessary consultations and to carry out
field mssions, |ike other Conm ssion rapporteurs.

32. She drew attention to her conclusions and recommendati ons, which were
contai ned in paragraphs 74 to 93 of her report. She requested that the
replies of Governnents that she had not been able to include in the report
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shoul d be published at the current session, if possible as an addendumto the
report or as a witten statenent suppl ementing her oral introduction to the
report.

33. M. VAN WOLFFTEN PALTHE ( Net herl ands), speaking on behalf of the

Eur opean Uni on, the central and eastern European countries associated with the
Eur opean Union (Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia,

Li t huani a, Pol and, Ronmani a, Sl ovakia and Sl ovenia) and Cyprus, said that

i nki ng human rights, denocracy and devel opnment was crucial. Denocratic
participation by all segnents of society, including persons belonging to

m norities and indi genous popul ati ons, was essential in that it would help
reduce tensions within societies. Governnments should welcone, in a
constructive spirit, proposals by actors in civil society and criticism by
persons defendi ng the cause of human rights.

34. The European Union's devel opnent cooperation policy was closely |inked
to the realization of human rights and fundanental freedonms, as well as the
application of denocratic principles. Specifically, it included clauses on
human rights in its trade and cooperation agreements with third countries. It
had al so undertaken specific activities to support denocratization. Between
1992 and 1995, it had assisted nmore than 60 countries by nmeans of projects of
various kinds. Some dealt with the preparation and hol ding of elections and
strengtheni ng denocratic institutions after elections, while others related to
t he i ndependence of the judiciary, the devel opment of civil society, the

el ectoral participation of wonen, nedia awareness, civic education and the
establ i shnment of parlianentary institutions. The European Comunity had
carried out joint action in Russia, South Africa, the Mddle East and,
recently, Bosnia, where the Union had contributed 6.9 mllion Ecu to the

el ection process.

35. Wth regard to the Conmi ssion's work, he noted that a grow ng nunber of
countries were considered under the agenda itementitled “Advisory services in
the field of human rights”. He welconed the dialogue the United Nations

Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Rights had established with the authorities of
many countries, but stressed that action by the H gh Comr ssioner could not
repl ace human rights nechani sns and other institutions. Moreover, assistance
by the international conmunity was not an excuse for avoi ding what were

basi cally national responsibilities. Paragraph 5 of the Vienna Declaration
and Programe of Action reaffirmed that it was the duty of States, regardless
of their political, economc and cultural system to prompte and protect al
human rights and fundanental freedons.

36. The European Union was following with interest the work of the

I ntergovernnmental Group of Experts on the Right to Devel opnent, which would
have to be careful not to stray too far fromthe concept of the right to

devel opnent as it had originally been intended. The individual should be the
primary subject and beneficiary of that right. The denial of human rights was
an obstacle to devel opnent, but devel oprment that failed to take account of the
pronoti on and protection of human rights would ultimately have little effect.

37. Al t hough international cooperation was essential in the area of human
rights, denmocracy and devel opnent, national Governnents had to assune their
responsibilities, eradicate corruption, practise good governance and be
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cautious in spending too great a percentage of the national budget on the
acqui sition of weapons. Many conflicts in recent decades had been the result
of wi despread viol ations of human rights and tensions that could have been
controlled. It nust also be realized that the capacity of the internationa
comunity to deal with the growi ng nunber of major humanitarian crises was
approaching its limts.

38. The final docunents of the World Conference on Hunan Rights, the Wrld
Summit for Social Devel opment, the fourth World Conference on Wonen and t he
Worl d Food Summt provided useful guidelines for the denocratic functioning of
St ates and devel opnent.

39. M. KOESUKA (Japan) said that 135 countries were now parties to the
I nternational Covenant on Econonic, Social and Cultural Rights and

136 countries were parties to the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights. Those two instruments were equally inportant.

40. In 1995 and again in 1996, the Governnent of Japan had organi zed a
synmposi um on human rights in the Asian-Pacific region. At the end of the
first synposium the Chairperson had summari zed the di scussion by saying that
all rights should be inplemented in an integrated manner and that the fruits
of econom ¢ devel opment shoul d be shared equitably within society in order to
pronmote human rights. In his report entitled “Building a partnership for
human rights”, the United Nations Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Ri ghts had al so
drawn attention to the conplenentarity of denpcratic institutions and
economi cal Iy sound devel opnent strategi es.

41. At the fifty-first session of the United Nations General Assenbly, the
Japanese Prine M nister, Ryutaro Hashi noto, had described the Japanese
Governnent's policy and had indicated that Japan, which was a | eadi ng donor
woul d work further to enhance its official devel opnment assistance. The
Japanese authorities were calling for a “new devel opment strategy” whose basic
principles woul d be the devel opi ng countries' sense of ownership of their

devel opnent process and the establishnment of a “new gl obal partnership”.

Devel opnent must, noreover, be pronoted not only through devel oprment

assi stance, but al so through a conbination of elenments, including trade, debt
relief, technology transfer, etc. Assistance had to be adapted to the
particul ar circunstances of countries and take account of their efforts to
pronot e denmocratization and introduce market econonmies. Close |inks should be
establ i shed between the United Nations and the Bretton Wods institutions.

42. At the G/ Summit held in Lyon, the Government of Japan had announced an
initiative entitled “Partnership for Denobcratic Devel opnent (PDD)”, under
which it woul d provide conprehensive assistance to countries making efforts to
devel op denocracy and pronmpote hunman rights. Wth regard to the question of
the right to devel opnent, Japan had supported Commi ssion resolution 1996/ 15
establishing a working group. It considered that the “Partnership for
Denocratic Devel opnent” was in line with the general trend towards
contributing to the effective realization of the right to devel opnent.

43. M. CHRISTOFIDES (South Africa) said that the illicit novenent and
dunpi ng of toxic and dangerous products and wastes violated a fundanenta
right, the right tolife. South Africa had becone a party to the Base
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Convention in 1994 and his del egation had played an active role in the
negotiations at the third neeting of States parties to the Basel Convention to
anmend the Convention to prohibit the export of hazardous wastes, including for
recycling, from CECD to non- OECD nmenber States. South Africa had al so hosted
an inportant meeting of English-speaking African countries to pronote the
Basel Convention. It would soon be the site of a regional training centre to
promote the safe handling of hazardous and toxic waste.

44, Al t hough the Governnent of South Africa was usually happy to cooperate
with special rapporteurs of the Comm ssion, it had noted that the Specia
Rapporteur on the adverse effects of the illicit nmovenment and dunping of toxic

and dangerous products and wastes on the enjoyment of human rights had

i ncluded an allegation in her report which related to South Africa and did not
come within her mandate because the case in question had not been one of
illicit dunmping or trafficking, but, rather, one of poor practices within a
factory. The persons responsi ble would be punished by a South African court.
It was a matter of concern that such information had been published w thout
giving the State concerned an adequate opportunity to explain. His delegation
therefore supported the Special Rapporteur's proposal for the circulation of
the replies by States that she had received.

45, M. WANG M n (China) said that econom c, social and cultural rights and
the right to devel opnent were part and parcel of fundamental human rights on
the sane basis as civil and political rights, as recognized by a range of

i nternational human rights instrunments, including the Universal Declaration of
Human Ri ghts, the Declaration on the Right to Devel opnment and the Vi enna

Decl arati on and Programe of Action. Oher declarations and progranmmes of
action relating to the right to devel opnment had been adopted at the

I nternati onal Conference on Popul ati on and Devel opnent, the fourth World
Conference on Wnen and the United Nations Conference on Human Settl enments.

In addition, 1996 had been the International Year for the Elimnation of
Poverty and, at its fiftieth session, the General Assenmbly had proclainmed the
first International Decade for the Elimnation of Poverty (1997-2006). In
1996, the Commission had also set up the Intergovernnental G oup of Experts on
the Right to Devel opnent and the Working Group on Structural Adjustnment
Programes and Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. [In some devel oping
countries, including China, neasures had been taken to pronote sustained
econom c growt h, thereby inproving the standard of |iving of the people.
Despite that progress, the objectives stated in the Declaration on the Ri ght
to Devel opnent were far from havi ng been achieved. Wthin the Comm ssion
itself, econom c, social and cultural rights had |ong been neglected. Only
one special rapporteur dealt with that question and only six of the

resol utions adopted at the fifty-second session had related directly to those
rights. Mreover, the North-South gap continued to wi den and the nunber of
poor people in the world, 90 per cent of whomlived in devel opi ng countries,
had risen from1 billion in 1990 to 1.5 billion in 1996. The situation in the
devel opi ng countries was bei ng aggravated by the exi stence of irrationa

i nternational econom c relations and an unfavourabl e external economc
environnent, as well as by stalling international devel opnent cooperation and
the inmposition by sone western countries of their political nodels wthout
taki ng account of conditions in devel oping countries.
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46. In order to pronote the full realization of econom c, social and
cultural rights and the right to devel opnent in the devel oping countries, the
i nternational comunity and the Comm ssion nust pay equal attention to al
categories of human rights because, as indicated by the devel opnent process of
many devel opi ng countries, there were no civil and political rights to speak
of without econom c and social devel opnent. Sonme devel oped countries
neverthel ess tended to regard civil and political rights as a precondition for
the realization of all human rights and negl ected econom c, social and
cultural rights. They were thus acting contrary to the principles enbodied in
the Vi enna Decl aration and Programre of Action and the Comm ssion shoul d take
practical action to renmedy that situation

47. The necessary attention should also be paid to the right to devel opment,
which was clearly defined in the Declaration on the Ri ght to Devel opnent, and
its meani ng should not be distorted. Hi s delegation appreciated the work done
by the Intergovernnmental G oup of Experts on the Ri ght to Devel opment and
hoped that the G oup would be able to take account of the views of devel oping
countries, carry out serious studies of ways of elimnating obstacles to the
realization of the right to devel opment and fornul ate a strategy al ong those
lines.

48. While it was necessary for each country to draw up its own economnic
devel opnent policies in the light of its national conditions, the

i nternational comunity also had to take effective nmeasures to renove
obstacles to devel opnent at the international level. It should make greater
efforts to establish a new and fairer international econonic order and to
expand international cooperation. The devel oped countries in particular
should fulfil their conmitnents in such core areas as capital, debt, trade and
technology in order to create a favourable econom c environment for the
devel opi ng countri es.

49. The devel opnment approaches chosen by different countries should be
respected. Every people had the right to choose its social system

devel opnent path and style of life in accordance with its historica
traditions, religious beliefs and cultural background. Only by fully
respecting the sovereignty of each country and the econonm c¢ and social system
it had chosen coul d devel opnent and stability be ensured in all countries and
could the realization of all human rights, including the right to devel opnent,
be pronoted.

50. M. AMAT FORES (Cuba) recalled that the Wrld Conference on Human Ri ghts
had requested all States not to take any unil ateral neasure that woul d hanper
international trade relations and the full realization of the rights provided
for in all international human rights instrunents, particularly the right of
every person to an adequate standard of living to guarantee his health and

wel | - bei ng, including food, nedical care, housing and social services. The
Governnment of the United States had totally disregarded that appeal and had
adopted the notorious and universally condemmed Hel ms-Burton Act, which was,
in viewof its extraterritorial, unilateral and coercive nature, a violation
of international |aw and the United Nations Charter. That Act was designed to
tighten the econom ¢ enbargo agai nst Cuba, thereby sentencing an entire people
to death by depriving it of food, medicine and access to technol ogy, know how
and markets and preventing the Government of Cuba fromrenegotiating the
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country's external debt. The standard of living of the Cuban people had been
hard hit, as had the realization of its econom c, social and cultural rights.

51. The extraterritorial effects of the Hel ns-Burton Act were not being felt
only by Cuba. The adoption of that Act was a violation of the sovereignty of
other States, since it provided for sanctions against countries which

mai ntai ned normal trade relations with Cuba or had investnents in Cuba. It
was an Act against all of mankind that was contrary to the principle of the
sovereignty of States and the right of peoples to self-determ nation and it
was an obstacle to the freedom of trade of all nations. It was proof of the
determ nation of the United States to rule the world and violate the rules and
principles of international law. That expl ai ned why the bl ockade policy to
whi ch Cuba was being subjected and the Hel ms-Burton Act which was its npst
recent manifestation had been universally and massively condemed in the
resol uti ons adopted for five consecutive years by the United Nations

General Assenbly.

52. M. SIN GUANEM (Cbserver for Yenmen) thanked the Conmi ssion for focusing
on the problenms the devel oping countries were facing in their efforts to

achi eve devel opment. The work of the Wrking Goup set up in 1996 should | ead
to a set of guiding principles to be applied in international economc

rel ations.

53. In the past 20 years, the efforts nmade by the devel opi ng countries,
particularly the | east devel oped, had produced hardly any results because of a
very unfavourabl e international econom c environnent about which those
countries could do nothing in view of their very weak econonm c and socia
infrastructures. In the field of devel opnent, the nmenbers of the

i nternational comunity therefore had to establish relations of close
cooperation based on mutual respect and econom c and financial assistance
principles designed to protect the devel oping countries fromthe harmto which
they had been subjected in the past and which had adverse effects on their
econom ¢ devel opnent. Such cooperation would be a sound basis for
guar ant eei ng respect for econonic, social and cultural rights in the context
of sustainable devel opnent. The international community had to assune its
responsi bilities and create the conditions for such devel opment at the

nati onal and international levels. Only the strengthening of internationa
solidarity woul d enabl e the devel oping countries to overconme the obstacles to
devel opnent that were represented, for exanple, by external debt and scarce
forei gn econom ¢ and financial assistance. Developnent was ultimtely the
only neans of guaranteeing respect for human rights in those countries.

54. Yenmen gave priority to the realization of the right to devel opnent in
all its programres and devel opnent policies. It was adopting every possible
measure to reactivate the market econony at the national |evel and encourage
foreign investnents. Those objectives could be achieved only as part of a
denocratic process and with the participation of the popul ation

55. Al'l devel oping countries that wanted to foll ow that path woul d need
assistance fromthe international conmunity, which had to adopt appropriate
policies to establish a new world econonic order based on justice and equity
in order to re-establish the bal ance anpbng all its menbers and thus create a
favourabl e climate for guaranteeing the well-being of mankind as a whol e.
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56. Ms. MOURAVI EFF- APOSTOL (I nternational Federation of Social Wrkers),
recalling that the first United Nations Decade for the Eradication of Poverty
had begun on 1 January 1997, said she very much hoped that it would be an
opportunity for all Governnents to reinforce the inplementation of the
conmitnents they had made at the World Conference on Human Rights and the
World Sunmt for Social Developnent. 1In his final report on human rights and
extrenme poverty (E/ CN. 4/Sub.2/1996/13), the Special Rapporteur of the

Sub- Commi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities
rightly stated that poverty always |lead to exclusion. The Internationa
Federati on of Social Wrkers believed that the trend towards exclusion both in
the eternally poor and in the industrialized countries and even in the
so-call ed “energing market” countries had to be reversed before split

soci eti es becane the rule.

57. As the Special Rapporteur of the Sub-Conm ssion recomrended (i bid.

para. 217), “Mdels based exclusively on achieving macroeconom c objectives
whi ch aggravate the situation of the nbst underprivil eged, push up poverty

i ndi ces and augnent social exclusion should be avoided. It has been proved
that, if a devel opnment nodel is elitist and generates poverty and excl usion
the social policies applied thereafter will never succeed in offsetting the
cost of the social deterioration it has caused”. The tinme had therefore cone
for the international comunity to beconme involved in prevention. The
International Federation was at present conpleting a project on socia

excl usion and social work in Europe in cooperation with the Commi ssion of the
Eur opean Communities. It was prepared to extend its cooperation as w dely as
possi ble, particularly as the participation of the poor thenselves in efforts
to find solutions guaranteed the success of any action taken in that spirit.

58. Ms. SPALDI NG (United Towns Agency for North-South Cooperation) said
that she was al so speaking on behalf of the International Association of
Educators for Wrld Peace.

59. Referring to problens of foreign debt and econom ¢ adjustnment policies
fromthe viewpoint of the Declaration on the Right to Devel opnment (agenda
item5 (a)), she said that the Association urged the Conm ssion to reconmend
that negotiators who were prepared to waive the rei mbursement of part of the
devel opi ng countries' foreign debt when a proposed swap m ght be valid should
use expanded human rights categories in debt-swap negotiations. Public and
private investors with an interest in the third world should better gauge not
only the economc effects of the projects they intended to execute in
devel opi ng countries, but also their human consequences. Joint ventures nust
have sound foundations not only financially, but also ethically.

60. In order to celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of the Universa

Decl arati on of Human Rights in a dignified manner, sonme of the proposed
activities should be deliberately |linked to the realization of economc,

social and cultural rights. Countries should, for exanple, be encouraged to
take part in the Wrld Exposition to take place in Portugal in May 1998 and in
t he Uni versal Excellence Expo to be held in Geneva in August 1998.
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61. The International Association of Educators for World Peace thanked the
Speci al Rapporteur of the Sub-Conmi ssion for having drawn attention in his
final report to the relationship between disability and extreme poverty. The
Commi ssi on should remain seized of that issue.

62. It should al so take decisions which were literally of a vital nature on
the adverse effects of the illicit novenent and dunping of toxic waste and
dangerous products on the enjoynent of human rights because they endangered
the nost basic of human rights, the right to life. The consideration of
agenda item 24 on matters relating to indigenous peoples would show how much
the question of the illicit novenent of toxic wastes was, |ike so many other
guestions, coloured by racismand discrimnation

63. Ms. ROSENKRANTZ (I nternational Federation Terre des Homes), recalling
that the decade that had just begun was devoted to the elimnation of poverty,
said that that showed specifically the direction in which the Comm ssion nust
nove to pronote the realization of economc, social and cultural rights. The
first to fight back against poverty were the poor thenselves. The experience
and know how they gained in that way made them i ndi spensable partners in the
formul ati on of any econonmi ¢ and social neasures to be adopted. The Specia
Rapporteur of the Sub-Comr ssion on extrenme poverty had, noreover, designed
his study in close association with the poorest thenselves, thus giving a life
and recognition to those who were excluded, and Terre des Honmes endorsed the
recommendati ons he had nmade in his final report (E/ CN. 4/Sub.2/1996/13).

64. Terre des Homres had been aware for a long tine that conmunities and
soci al organi zations were primarily responsible for their own devel opnment. It
knew that the poor, i.e., those who did not even neet the conditions set by

banks for obtaining a |oan, paid back 80 and even 90 per cent of the smal

| oans which were granted to them and by which they ensured the viability of
many projects in the peasant sector and nany snall urban enterprises.
However, gl obalization was likely to hanper the progress thus made, so that
action to conbat poverty had to continue to be taken by the authorities; the
activities of NGOs must not serve as an alibi for States wanting to evade
their responsibilities in that regard. Terre des Homes noted with
satisfaction that the Wrld Bank was naki ng the necessary changes in its
structural adjustnent policy and that civil society was playing a nore active
role inits projects. It was regrettable that the I M was not noving as

qui ckly in the same direction

65. The Committee on Econonic, Social and Cultural Rights had subnmitted a
draft optional protocol to the International Covenant on Econom c, Social and
Cultural Rights to re-establish the bal ance between the treatnent of civil and
political rights and that of econom c, social and cultural rights. It was of
great interest and would al so be a new neans of conbating poverty. Terre des
Homres would like it to be adopted and ratified as soon as possible.

66. M. MOT (International Federation of Adult Rural Catholic Myvenents
(FIMARC)) said that the realization of the right to devel opment was of great
i nportance for all of the rural and peasant novenments form ng part of FIMARC
However, those novements were even nore interested in the fornulation of a
strategy to pronote the right to devel opnment and assess the soci al
repercussions of the policies of international financial institutions: both
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woul d help find a solution to the devel oping countries' debt crisis. Rura
nmovenment s and peasant organi zati ons were being hard hit by the destructive
effects of the globalization of the econony on econom c, social and cultura
ri ghts because the economc systemin the rural world was particularly
fragile.

67. Rural dwellers were nevertheless trying to do nore and nore to pronote
“sust ai nabl e devel opnent”. For exanple, using natural fertilizers and |oca
seed varieties, peasants and fishernen in Indonesia were reviving a
traditional culture which would be ecologically sound. They were using
savings to set up | oan cooperatives and had al so established a community
storage system In Africa, where food insecurity in rural areas was primarily
the result of the l|ack of organization of production and | ow yields, the

Mal gache Peasants' Federation, for exanple, had established a savings and | oan
fund which hel ped peasants nmanage their production and was al so organi zi ng
trai ning courses in nanagenent and public relations, as well as study tours
and exchanges of experience between peasants from various parts of the country
and the African continent. In Peru, peasant representatives from various
regions had recently organized a training and experience-sharing sem nar
designed to solve the problens of poverty. For rural nmovenents in Europe, the
idea of a world in which solidarity existed was not a reality: it was
primarily a challenge. During a working neeting that was now going on in
France, there were plans for on-site visits and exchanges, such as a neeting
of associations that were saving rural jobs through the donestic worker
services they were providing for the elderly and ill. Such achi evenents
showed that, in order to be realized, the right to devel opnent had to be based
on active participation by the people in the decisions and orientations that
concerned them now and woul d al so affect their future.

68. M. BHAN (Hi rmal ayan Research and Cul tural Foundation) said that the fact
of being human inplied a right to inprove one's life. That right to

devel opnent gave every human being the freedomto participate in, contribute
to and enjoy the fruits of econom c, social, cultural and politica

devel opnent. The right to devel opnent could therefore not be separated from
the right to life, freedomand the pursuit of happiness. It inplied that the
world conmunity must act to preserve the physical and spiritual heritage of
peopl e everywhere. \When alien ideol ogies were thrust on people and their

| ands becane battl egrounds, freedom which was a prerequisite for the enjoynent
of devel opnent becanme a casualty.

69. He described the difficulties his conpatriots in India faced as they
tried, despite threats by terrorists and foreign nercenaries, to achieve the
right to devel opnent for the benefit of the younger generations. In Jammu and
Kashm r, the people were desperately seeking to restore denocracy and the
traditional val ues of peace, amty and coexistence. |If society as a whole
truly wished to transmt that inalienable right to devel opment to future
generations, together with the rewards of those efforts, the world comunity,

t hrough the Conm ssion had to condemm those countries and groups, which, in
the nane of religion, ideology or naked territorial anbition, encouraged

vi ol ence and deprived i nnocent citizens in other countries from pursuing, free
fromfear, the path of devel opment, peace and prosperity.
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70. Ms. MARWAH (International Institute for Non-Aligned Studies) said that
t he devel opnent process covered not only the material aspects, but the entire
range of social, cultural, educational and political facets of the |ives of

i ndi vidual s and societies. A nere focus on nmaterial gain was not devel opnent
in the true sense. In order to raise its standard of living in all senses of
the term the world conmmunity had to preserve the physical and spiritua
heritage of all peoples, but the world today was seeing ideol ogical, econonc
and political notivations give the pursuit of material wealth greater val ue
than traditions and values that had allowed the maturing of ancient
civilizations. The concept of the famly was one of the victinms of that w ong
approach to devel opnment.

71. Tensi ons born of ideologies or territorial ambitions were increasingly
hanmpering the efforts that countries were nmaking to allow their peoples the
freedom and right to nove along the devel opnent path. Wether in Afghanistan,
Africa or Jammu and Kashmr, continuing conflicts were pushing society |ower

down t he devel opnent scale. |In the past decade, arnies, nercenaries and
groups of soldiers had been acting |like conmercial conpanies and hiring out
their power to kill to the highest bidder. Nation States were acquiescing,

i ncreasingly unable to deal with the problem which could ultimately force
themto divert scarce resources to war rather than to devel opnent.

72. Society had to give up wars based on religion, racism creed or

political inperatives and adopt the idea of formng a truly integrated famly
whose nenbers coul d have equal opportunities for devel opnent. NGO had a
mandate to work for the achievenent of that goal. They had a noral duty to
make the CGovernnents of nation States understand that they were now venturing
along a path that led not only to the destruction of their opponents, but also
of their own peopl e.

73. Ms. NEURY (Centre Europe-Tiers Monde (CETIM) said that she deeply
regretted the fact that the Comm ssion attached too nuch inportance in its
work to the right to devel opnent, which enconpassed all fundanmental rights.

It was also regrettable that that right should be systematically dealt with in
conjunction with econom c, social and cultural rights because the confusion
was dangerous and unhealthy. CETIMrequested that the agenda item on the
right to devel opnment should be considered separately at the Comm ssion's
fifty-fourth session. It also disagreed with the nmethodol ogy chosen by the

I ntergovernnental G oup of Experts on the Right to Devel opnent, which had held
only cl osed neetings.

74. The programes of action resulting fromthe Vienna Conference on Human
Ri ghts and the Copenhagen World Sunmit for Social Devel opment reaffirmed the

i nterdependence, indivisibility and non-selectivity of fundanental rights, but
CETI M noted once again that economic, social and cultural rights were stil
bei ng marginalized: the conpetent conmittee | acked resources, no specia
rapporteur had been appointed on that question, the Centre for Human Ri ghts
had no specialist on the issue and only 5 per cent of projects related to
those rights. Such a situation was inadm ssible in the present world context.
CETI M requested that the Commi ssion should take the appropriate neasures as of
the current session
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75. CETIMrecalled that, at its forty-eighth session, the Sub-Comm ssion had
recommended that the Conm ssion should decide in favour of the establishnent
of a working group to consider the nmethods and activities of transnationa

cor porations.

76. Under agenda itens 5 and 6, CETIMhad circulated three witten

conmuni cations that m ght be useful: the first related to enbargoes, the
second to “blue gold”, i.e. drinking water for all, and the third, to foreign
debt and structural adjustnent programmes.

The neeting rose at 12.55 p. m




