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The neeting was called to order at 10.25 a.m

STATEMENT BY MR AZEDDI NE LARAKI, SECRETARY- GENERAL COF THE ORGANI ZATI ON OF THE
| SLAM C CONFERENCE

1. M. LARAKI (Organization of the Islam c Conference) said that the
Organi zation of the Islanic Conference (O C) had been participating, since
its creation, in the Conmission's efforts to pronote and protect human rights
and fundanental freedonms, which were also an integral part of the Islamc
faith. Thus, inspired by the eternal values of Islam it had in 1995 adopted
a Declaration on Human Rights in Islamthat should contribute to building a
wor |l d of peace, justice, tolerance and respect for human dignity.

2. In recent years the world had seen a resurgence of conflicts due

to mounting hatred and intol erance both within States - anong ethnic

groups, tribes and nationalities - and between States. On the eve of the
twenty-first century, nore than 2 billion poor people were trying to survive
in rural settings threatened by environnental disasters or in urban areas

pl agued with unenpl oynent. The international conmunity needed nore than ever
to face those challenges in conformty with the Charter of the United Nations
and international |aw

3. Anmong the conflicts of which civilian popul ati ons nost often bore the
brunt, there were four that had their origin in failure to respect the right
of peoples to self-determi nation. The first was the conflict between I|srae
and the Pal estinian people. O C supported the M ddl e East peace process

on the basis of Security Council resolutions 242 (1967), 338 (1973)

and 425 (1978) and of the “land for peace” formula. In building its
settlenents, violating the peace accords it had signed and the fourth Geneva
Convention, and refusing to conply with the Security Council resolutions,

I srael was preventing the Pal estinian people fromcreating an i ndependent
State on their national soil

4, The second was the bloody conflict of Jammu and Kashmr, where
the peopl e had been fighting for 50 years to obtain their right to
sel f-determ nation, as recogni zed by the Security Council, and where

massi ve viol ations of human rights were being conmtted. O C, which had

al ways declared itself in favour of the exercise of all such rights and of

a peaceful settlement of the conflict in accordance with United Nations
resol uti ons, hoped that the proposal by the Prime Mnister of Pakistan for a
di al ogue with India would be followed up and woul d make it possible to secure
peace.

5. Thirdly, referring to the tragedy in Bosnia and Herzegovi na, he warned
agai nst the danger of letting war crimnals go unpuni shed and cal |l ed upon the
i nternati onal comunity to nmake sure that they were indeed prosecuted by the
International Tribunal; otherw se respect for human rights, as provided for in
t he Dayton Peace Accord, would be a vain hope.

6. Lastly, the drama affecting Azerbaijan, the victimof Arnenian
aggressi on, was another cause for concern to OC  The internationa
conmunity nust act without delay to ensure that the territorial integrity
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of that country was restored and that the flagrant violations of the
fundanmental rights of its population living in occupied Azeri territory
wer e st opped.

7. O C al so shared other concerns of the international community,
particularly with regard to racial, cultural and religious discrimnation
the persecution of mnorities and the upsurge of nationalistic novenents.
Sonme mnorities, such as the Muslimminorities of the forner Yugoslavia,
whose national and civil rights were being violated by the authorities in
pl ace in Kosovo and Sandzak, required particular attention

8. He wished to pay a tribute to the Ofice of the United Nations

Hi gh Commi ssi oner for Refugees (UNHCR), the International Commttee of the

Red Cross (I CRC) and other humanitarian organi zati ons endeavouring to mtigate
the sufferings of refugees and displaced persons; OC and its specialized
institutions were contributing to those efforts. Aside fromconflicts,
however, poverty itself was an eneny that the Conm ssion had to conmbat in
order to preserve the nost basic human right - the right to life. Wth a view
to achieving social justice, OC hoped that it would soon define a practica
strategy to ensure respect for the right to devel opnent.

9. O C was convinced that the Comm ssion would be able to avoid

any selective or discrimnatory treatnment of human rights issues. The
fiftieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts would
provi de the international community with the opportunity to reiterate its
commtrment to human rights and the Hi gh Conm ssioner for Human Ri ghts coul d
count on the cooperation and support of OC in preparing to mark that event
in a worthy manner.

10. In conclusion, he recalled that reveal ed religions had been the first
guarantees of human rights; based on the subline values of Islam O C was
commtted to working in concert with the international conmunity for peace,
justice and the progress of humankind.

| MPLEMENTATI ON OF THE PROGRAMVE OF ACTI ON FOR THE THI RD DECADE TO COVBAT
RACI SM AND RACI AL DI SCRI M NATI ON (agenda item 13) (continued)

(E/CN. 4/1997/68 and Add.1, 70, 71 and Add.1 and 2; E/CN.4/1996/72 and Add. 2
to 4; A/ 51/301)

11. M. VERGNE-SABO A (Brazil) said that racismand racial discrimnmnation
regrettably continued to exist in various forms throughout the world in spite
of the international and national |egal standards prohibiting themand the
many international canpaigns ainmed at eradicating those practices. Two main
phenonena were to be noted in that regard. The first was ethnic conflicts,
whi ch were the source of sone of the npbst serious and massive violations

of human rights and whose solution presented a major difficulty for the

i nternational comunity. The international conmunity should give priority to
preventive action, which neant devel opi ng awareness of human rights in the
conmuni ti es concerned and responding to their legitimte grievances.

12. The second phenonenon was the resurgence of racismand racial
discrimnation in devel oped countries. That had to be seen in the context
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of econom c crisis, unenpl oynent and, in some cases, national frustration

but it could neverthel ess be conbatted. It was apparent, noreover, fromthe
report of the Special Rapporteur on contenporary fornms of racism racia

di scrim nation, xenophobia and related intolerance, M. d él e- Ahanhanzo, on
his m ssions to France, the United Kingdom and Gernmany (E/ CN. 4/1996/72 and
Add. 2 to 4) that nmost of the Governnents of the denpbcratic societies affected
were trying earnestly to resolve those problens in an adequate way. In

that regard, his delegation was pleased to | earn that the European Union

had desi gnated 1997 as the European Year against raci smand xenophobi a, and
it had noted with interest the warnings given by M. Xavier Emmanuel i

State Secretary for Humanitarian Action in France, regarding the m suse of
freedom of expression for the dissem nation of nmessages of racial hatred, and
hi s advocacy of the need to punish those responsible. Such messages could
only encourage the violence that was directed in sone countries agai nst
certain groups, such as mgrant workers and their famlies or refugees, and
the rise of novenents of the extrene right, particularly in Europe, which
advocated racial intolerance and racist ideas.

13. The international conmunity had to conbat those phenonena using the

i nternational human rights machinery. The Comm ssion and the Sub-Conmi ssion
pl ayed a rol e of paranpunt inportance in that regard, as did UNESCO which

had the task of promoting a culture of tolerance. There was also a need to
strengthen the resources of the Commttee on the Elimnation of Racia

Di scrimnation so that it could carry out its functions effectively. It

was inmportant, furthermore, to pursue the activities undertaken within the
framework of the Programme of Action for the Third Decade to Conmbat Raci sm and
Raci al Discrimnation and to encourage initiatives such as the semnar to
assess the inplenentation of the International Convention on the Elimnation
of Al Forms of Racial Discrimnation, held at Geneva in Septenber 1996.
Lastly, his delegation was in favour of the organization of a world conference
on raci sm before the end of the twentieth century.

14. As a multi-ethnic and multicultural country, Brazil had al ways rejected
raci sm and racial discrimnation, and had al ways endeavoured to pronote good
rel ati ons between the various racial groups making up its popul ation

Consci ous, however, of the fact that the econom c and social conditions of

bl ack and col oured people, who accounted for 44.2 per cent of Brazil's
popul ati on, were generally not as good as those of white people, the
Government had taken specific neasures to ensure equal rights and equa
opportunities for all Brazilians, regardless of race, and to recogni ze the
role of blacks in the construction of Brazil, and particularly in its culture.
Presi dent Cardoso had set up an inter-mnisterial working group conposed of
representatives of civil society and various mnistries to develop policies

ai med at the black population, in particular with a view to elimnating any
raci al discrimnation against themin enploynent, enhancing their image in the
medi a, promoting tol erance through the education system recognizing the right
of the Quilonbo comunities to the |lands they occupi ed and resol ving probl ens
faced by the black population in the areas of health, religion and culture.
The Brazilian Governnment hoped, through those neasures, to raise awareness of
the inmportant contribution of Africa and Afro-Brazilian comrunities to
Brazil's national identity and to inprove the living conditions of its black
and col oured popul ation, thereby strengthening further the integration of
Brazilian society.
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15. Ms. HERNANDEZ OUESADA (Cuba) said that the reports of the Special
Rapporteur on contenporary forms of racism racial discrimnation, xenophobia
and related intolerance (E/CN. 4/1996/72 and Add.2 to 4, and E/CN. 4/1997/71 and
Add. 1 and 2) currently before the Commi ssion gave a good i dea of the problens
posed on the eve of the twenty-first century by the resurgence of racism
raci al discrimnation and xenophobia worl dwi de, and particularly in sone
countries, where such ideas were espoused by established political parties
that were acquiring nore and nore power.

16. The fact was that the di sappearance of apartheid had not put an end

to racism On the contrary, racismhad increased, particularly in the

devel oped world, in new forms, including the xenophobia and intol erance

shown towards imm grants, whose nunbers were unfortunately growing as the

gap w dened between countries of the North and the South. Sone countries

whi ch set thensel ves up as chanpions of human rights denied human rights to

| ar ge popul ati on groups that neverthel ess contributed in a substantial way

to boosting those countries' output and revenues. It was clear that the
prohi bition of the disseni nation of ideas based upon racial superiority or
hatred advocated by the Comrittee on the Elinination of Racial Discrimnation
inits General Reconmendation XV, adopted in 1993, constituted a legitimte
and necessary restriction on the rights to freedom of opinion, expression and
associ ation, which - as sonme countries tended to forget - went hand in hand
wWith certain duties and responsibilities to establish a fair bal ance between
all human rights.

17. In that context, it was inportant to recognize the potential role
of means of comuni cation and conputers, including the Internet, in
pronmoting raci st propaganda. |In that regard, her del egati on endorsed

the recomrendati ons nade by the seminar to assess the inplementation of

the International Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forms of Racia
Discrimnation with particular reference to articles 4 and 6. That sem nar
had, unfortunately, been the only activity undertaken within the framework of
the Third Decade to Conbat Raci sm and Racial Discrimnation, owing to | ack of
resources to execute a neani ngful progranme of action and to |ack of interest
on the part of a large nunber of nenber States. It was tinme for all States
Menmbers of the United Nations to assume their full responsibilities and
participate fully in that innovative process. The world conference on racism
raci al discrimnation and xenophobia should be carefully prepared and shoul d
be held before the end of the century in order to establish clearly the goals
to be attained in the fight against racismand the resources that woul d have
to be made available for that purpose in the twenty-first century.

18. Ms. JANJUA (Pakistan) said that the demi se of apartheid had marked
only a first stage in the fight against racismand the battle was far from
over, as was clear fromthe report of the Special Rapporteur on contenporary
forms of racism racial discrimnation, xenophobia and related intol erance
(E/CN. 4/1997/ 71 and Add.1 and 2). Although the International Convention on
the Elimnation of Al Fornms of Racial Discrimnation had been ratified by
nore than 150 States, racial discrimnmnation, as defined in article 1 of the
Convention, not only had not ceased but had taken on new forms, of which the
wor st were xenophobia and related intolerance. Thus, in many parts of the
world, the rights of imm grants, migrant workers, refugees and mnorities
were being violated in pursuance of the doctrine of racial superiority.
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19. The discrimnation against Muslimmnorities in several countries by
raci st and fascist groups was especially disturbing. The tendency to equate
Islamwi th fundanmentalismand terrorismwas all the nore dangerous as the
concepts of terrorismand extrem smwere totally alien to Islamc religion and
tradition. The Seventh Islamc Summt of the Organization of the Islamc
Conference, held at Casabl anca in Decenber 1994, had for that reason adopted a
resolution calling upon all States to oppose the attenpts aimed at presenting
a distorted image of Islamand Muslins with a view to justifying aggression
agai nst and occupation of Muslimcountries and peopl es.

20. Her del egation regretted that the only activity the Centre for Human

Ri ghts had been able to carry out during the Third Decade to Conbat Raci sm and
Raci al Di scrimnation had been the holding of a sem nar in September 1996 to
assess the inplenentation of the International Convention on the Elimnation
of All Forms of Racial Discrimnation. It also noted with regret that the

i dea of convening an international conference on raci smas one approach to
giving effect to the ains and objectives of the Third Decade had not attracted
wi de support.

21. Paki st an, which had a pluri-ethnic popul ation, had al ways been at the
forefront of the fight against racism It had been anong the first countries
to sign and ratify the International Convention on the Elimnation of Al
Forms of Racial Discrimnation. The people of Pakistan, guided by the
precepts of equality and brotherhood preached by |Islam and enshrined in the
Constitution of Pakistan, would continue to work for the conplete elimnation
of all forms of racial discrimnation throughout the world and woul d support
all those working towards that end.

22. Ms. DI ALLO (Senegal) observed that the persistence of racism
xenophobi a and intol erance underm ned the very foundation of the

United Nations, since non-discrimnation was a principle clearly
established in the Charter and in the Universal Declaration of Human

Ri ghts, and constituted a serious threat to human rights and denocracy.
Notwi t hst andi ng the many | egal instrunents that had been adopted, racism
and intol erance were on the increase.

23. There seemed to be a gap between States' conmitnents at the

i nternational |level and the resources nade available to give them concrete
form It was incunbent upon every State to put the international rules

el aborated by the United Nations into practice. However, it appeared at the
sem nar to assess the inplenentation of the International Convention on the
Eli mi nation of Al Fornms of Racial Discrimnation organized by the Centre for
Human Ri ghts that the universality of that instrument, although ratified by
nmore than 140 States, was in question. A |large nunber of States had entered
reservations, especially concerning article 4, or were reluctant to make the
decl aration provided for in article 14 recogni zing the conpetence of the
Committee on the Elimnation of Racial Discrimnation to receive and consi der
comuni cations fromindividuals or groups of individuals. Since the entry
into force of the Convention, |less than 10 comuni cati ons had been exam ned by
the Committee, a figure that pointed to an obvious di screpancy between the
declared will of States and the real situation. Yet in order to conbat
racism it was essential to make international renedies available to the
victinms. Such renedies were also a neans not of condemming States but of
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eval uating the effectiveness of national procedures, identifying any
shortcom ngs in them and, where necessary, inproving or harnonizing the
rel evant |egislation

24. It was equally inportant to ensure strict respect for article 4, which
called for States parties to adopt inmediate and positive nmeasures designed to
eradicate all incitenent to racial hatred and racial discrimnation. Freedom

of expression was, of course, the nobst precious of freedons, the synbol of
pluralist society, but it was essential to trace its limts, for when racism
began to be manifested verbally, it was not |long before it was al so manifested
in actions. The need to place sonme restrictions on freedom of expression had,
furthernore, been enphasized in all the Commttee's general reconmendations
and in the final report on the right to freedom of opinion and expression
(E/CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1992/ 9 and Add. 1) submitted by M. Joinet and M. Tirk to the
Sub- Commi ssion at its forty-fourth session.

25. Her del egation therefore believed that anpng the various neans

enpl oyed by the United Nations to conbat racism strict application of

the International Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forms of Racia

Di scrimnation renmai ned the surest way for States to act in that field and
to share what they had in conmon, namely the cenent of universal val ues.

26. M. PERERA (Wrld Federation of United Nations Associations) said that
it was not surprising, even though the international comrunity was now in the
Third Decade to Conbat Raci sm and Racial Discrimnation, that progress in that
field was so slow. Far from havi ng di sappeared, racial prejudices handed down
fromgeneration to generation had today beconme dogmas for sonme. The only way
of eradicating those attitudes and the resultant racial discrimnation was to
provi de effective education within the famly, schools, synagogues, tenples,
churches and nosques, involving non-governmental organizations (NG3s) and
above all the nedia, especially radio, television and other electronic neans
of conmuni cati on.

27. That clearly meant educating the educators in the first place.

Sem nars of the kind sponsored by the Conmittee on the Elimnation of Racia
Di scrimnation should be conducted in every subregion of the world and

foll owed by an international conference on racism |In that regard, it was
regrettable that the Conmttee's activities were not being adequately funded.
The rol e of the teaching profession in conbating racismwas crucial, as very
justifiably enphasized in article 5.2 of the UNESCO Decl arati on on Race and
Raci al Prejudice.

28. However, progress in fighting raci smdepended above all on the
mobi | i zati on of Governnents, which nmust give priority to effective

i npl enmentation of the International Convention on the Elimnation of Al
Forms of Racial Discrimnation, in particular by recognizing the conpetence
of the Conmittee to receive individual comrunications; they nust al so ensure
the denocratic functioning of denmpcratic institutions and carry out
appropriate education and information progranmes.

29. Ms. SHAH (Human Ri ghts Advocates) said that her organi zati on supported
the work of the Special Rapporteur on contenporary fornms of racism racia
di scrimnation, xenophobia and related intolerance. Countries should extend
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their cooperation to himand also facilitate the application of internationa

| egal standards in donestic courts. There was all too often a gap between

t heoretical proclanmations of equality between comunities and the actua
situation. Many countries which had officially passed |egislation prohibiting
raci al discrimnation harboured, in practice, insidious or indirect forns of

di scrimnation.

30. Human Ri ghts Advocates was concerned by certain indications that

the United States was being slow to apply international standards on

non-di scrimnation. The United States Constitution, for exanple, did not
of fer adequate protection for racial mnorities. According to the Suprene
Court, a “race-neutral” governnent action did not violate the Constitution
unl ess the plaintiff could prove discrimnatory intent, a requirenment that
was inconsistent with the standards of the International Convention on the
Eli m nation of All Fornms of Racial Discrimnation, which defined racia

di scrimnation as action that had the purpose or effect of denying fundanenta
freedons to mnorities. Racial disparities in the crimnal justice system
were preval ent at every stage of the process, fromcharging to sentencing.
The death penalty, for exanple, was nore often called for - and nore often
applied - agai nst nenbers of certain racial groups, including mnors.

31. Such realities nust not be ignored. |If the work of the Speci al
Rapporteur was to be effective, the public had to be infornmed of his dial ogue
with Governnents. On account of United States “concerns”, however, he had
not, as he had originally intended, included his observations on the conments
of the United States in his report. It was unclear why the Special Rapporteur
shoul d conply with the wi shes of countries he was investigating.

32. In countries where racismwas on the rise, it was very inportant to
align domestic law with international standards concerning non-discrimnation
which did not require a showing of intent. The Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts
should invite countries to cooperate nore with the Special Rapporteur and take
due account of his conclusions and reconmendati ons.

33. M . KI RKYACHARI AN ( Movenent agai nst Raci sm and for Friendship anong
Peopl es) said that after the defeat of apartheid or the victory of the civi
rights novement in the United States, the resurgence of racismin all its
forms, including in the country of Martin Luther King, had surprised nore than
a few politicians around the world. In France, where his organization was
based, the party of the extreme right was naki ng steady progress and no | onger
hesitated to proclaimthe inequality of races. The results of a poll, for the
time being still confidential, revealed that a majority of French people now
felt that it was just as legitimte to express raci st as other ideas.

34. Those and other facts denponstrated the urgent need to convene a world
conference on racism and many NGOs believed that it should be one of the
princi pal objectives of the United Nations.

35. Raci smwas a “total social phenonenon” in the sense intended by
Marcel Mauss: devel opi ng under certain conditions, it brought together
and fused all kinds of ideas about the state of society, the econony and
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politics. It thus becane a powerful nyth against which it was difficult to
take action without a global political will on the part of societies, |eaders
and States.

36. Any effort of resistance was certainly to be wel coned, but the
yout h-ori ented canpai gns pursued for several years by the Council of Europe
still represented only a very nodest step in that direction. The European

Uni on had decided to hold a European Year agai nst Raci sm and, even better, had
made fundi ng avail able for that purpose, but many organi zati ons believed that
it would be nore useful at the practical |evel for Europe to make the fight
agai nst racismone of the principles of the Treaty of the European Union, now
that the text was being brought up to date.

37. Peopl e shoul d not fool thenselves by saying that racismand i mrigration
were two distinct problenms: neasures in Europe generally, and in Germany and
France in particular, which made the status of inmgrants nore precarious at
the sane time, strengthened, in the public mind, the idea that immgration and
unenpl oyment were |inked and provided grist for the mlIl of racist propaganda.
What hope was there of the racist extrene right being weakened if the parties
in power borrowed its argunents? Faced with the advance of racist ideas both
in Europe and worl dw de, citizens nust stand their ground. Political |eaders
shoul d not forget that they were citizens too, and that they would be judged
by their actions.

38. Ms. WOLTE (Wonen's International League for Peace and Freedom

said that, as UNESCO noted in its contribution to the Conm ssion's
fifty-third session (E/CN. 4/1997/70), there was a clear rise in racism and
xenophobia in the world, even though it had just been proven in South Africa
that racismin its institutionalized formof apartheid could be vanqui shed and
di smantl ed. Her organi zati on was convinced that a concerted effort by al
Governnments could bring racismand racial discrimnation to a halt and it
deplored the lack of real interest by States Menbers of the United Nations in
the Third Decade to Conbat Raci sm and Racial Discrimnation. A particular
danger for societies canme fromdiscrimnation hidden in |aws and poli cies.
The tendency to blanme rising unenpl oynent and budget deficits in Europe on
immgrants and to deprive themof their economc, social and cultural rights
was a way of venting people's increasing frustration at the inmmgrants
expense.

39. For peace to exist there nust be respect for the dignity and rights of
all, whether citizens, refugees, inmgrants, asylum seekers or tourists.

Her organi zati on wel conmed the European Union's decision to declare 1997 the
Eur opean Year agai nst Raci sm and was encouraged by the grow ng invol verent of
Eur opean youth in fighting the scourge of racism However, the Schengen
Agreenment had al so marked the first step in closing Europe's frontiers to
aliens. Policies and laws relating to asyl um seekers had been tightened
everywhere. There had even been an increase in certain inhuman practices
such as “preventive detention” for asylum seekers or persons w thout a valid
residence permit in CGermany. That country's policy concerning the children of
i mm grants, especially Turks, Mroccans, Tunisians and nationals of the forner
Yugosl avi a, who now needed a visa or a special residence permt, discrimnated
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agai nst sone nationalities and severely inpeded the integration of foreigners
into German society. An estimated 800,000 children who had been born in
Germany or had lived there for nost of their lives were affected.

40. Her organization asked Governnents to act on the recommendati ons made by
the Speci al Rapporteur on contenporary forms of racism racial discrimnation
xenophobi a and related intolerance in his 1996 report on his mssions to
France, Germany and the United Kingdom (E/ CN. 4/1996/72 and Add.2 to 4),
especially those concerning immgration and the integration of foreigners.

It also called on those States which had not yet ratified the Internationa
Convention on the Elimnation of All Fornms of Racial Discrimnation to do so
wi t hout delay and urged themto lend their financial support to strengthen the
activities of the Decade to Conmbat Raci sm and Racial Discrimnation

41. M. GUPTA (Afro-Asian Peoples' Solidarity Organization) said that the
docunents before the Comm ssion clearly showed the ambival ence of all those
who sought to chanpion norality in politics in the name of human rights. In
his report (E/CN. 4/1997/71), the Special Rapporteur pointed to the various
forms of econom c, social and cultural discrimnation that persisted in the
United States. All over the world, inmgrants had becone scapegoats for
economic crises or insecurity. In that context, the lack of interest,

support and financial resources for the Third Decade to Conbat Raci sm and
Racial Discrimnation and its related Progranme of Action - over which the
CGeneral Assenbly had expressed regret, as indicated in the Secretary-General's
report (E/CN. 4/1997/68) - was truly disturbing. The facts nmentioned in the
report of the semi nar to assess the inplenmentation of the Internationa
Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forms of Racial Discrimnation with
particular reference to articles 4 and 6 (E/ CN. 4/1997/68/ Add. 1) were even nore
serious: the report explained, for exanple, that it was perfectly possible
for appeals to racial hatred to be | aunched on the Internet in the

United States and di sseninated around the gl obe.

42. It should al so be pointed out that, of the 147 States parties to the
Convention, the few that had nmade reservations to article 4 were for the nost
part “advanced denocracies”. Watever the technical reasons given, the fact

remai ned that raci smwas not about to disappear frompublic Iife in those
countries, even if their constitutions or laws officially proclained the

contrary. 1t was often not only the agents of State power but the hol ders of
soci al and economi c power who violated the fundanmental rights of triba
groups, mnorities and di sadvantaged social strata. It was necessary for

States, and particularly the devel oped ones, to take the initiative in
bui | di ng awareness and also in providing their financial support for the
Programe of Action for the Third Decade to Conbat Raci sm and Racia

Di scrimnation, which needed support not only in words. |f the devel oped
denocraci es were sincere in their conmtnent to conbat racism they should
begin by treating the mnorities and inmgrants in their territories humanely
i nstead of using human rights as a pretext for putting conditions on trade and
aid for devel oping countries.

43. The Conmi ssion on Human Rights nust intensify its efforts in the
struggl e against racism It was to be hoped that tangi ble progress would
be made by the end of the Third Decade.
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44, M. BONARDI (International League for the Rights and Liberation of

Peopl es), speaking on behal f of Black African people living in Mauritania

al ongsi de the Arab-Berber people known collectively as Mors, denounced the
systematic policy of racial discrimnation inposed by the latter on the

former in all areas. That policy had resulted, particularly after the
veritabl e genocide during the “Senegal ese-Muritani an events” of 1989, in the
deportation to Senegal and Mali of nore than 100,000 Bl ack Mauritani ans whose
homes, fields and livestock had been taken over by Mwors. Since that tine,

t housands of the Black Mauritanians remaining in the south of the country had
been the victinms of killings, especially anbng the mlitary, disappearances,
torture and hum liation, or had been discharged frommlitary service w thout
conpensation, yet the persons responsible for those crines were sure of going
unpuni shed since an anmmesty had been decreed in June 1991. He cited in
particul ar the cases of three Black officers executed after a summary trial
and of persons detained for speaking out against racismin Mauritania, who had
died in custody under atrocious conditions after a trial during which they had
not had a | awyer to defend them

45. The list of instances of harassnment of the Black conmunity in
Mauritania was | ong: progressive exclusion fromall econom c activities,

di sm ssal or furlough of cadres and officials who refused to join the
Denmocrati c and Social Republican Party, expropriation of |and for the benefit
of Morish businessmen, refusal to issue identity cards and other essentia

of ficial papers, and identity checks solely for Black Mauritanians travelling
i nside the country; those practices were conmbined with the cultural genocide
of Black Mauritanians, victins of Arabization and of the refusal to provide
for general instruction in other Black African | anguages. All those facts,
as attested in nunerous accounts, including a publication by Human Ri ghts

Wat ch/ Africa, fostered a Mauritanian Arab ethnocracy and underm ned a

mul ticultural and rultilingual Mauritania.

46. Hi s organi zation called on the Commission to mandate the Speci al
Rapporteur, M. Maurice @ él e- Ahanhanzo, to investigate racismin Mauritania

47. Ms. G RMA (African Association of Education for Devel opment) said that,
after studying the docunents presented to the Comm ssion, her organization

was nore than ever convinced that new approaches were indi spensable to conbat
raci sm racial discrinmnation, xenophobia and intolerance. All observers,

i ncl udi ng UNESCO, the Secretary-General of the United Nations and the
participants in the semnar to assess the inplenmentation of the Internationa
Convention on the Elimnation of All Forms of Racial Discrimnation with
particul ar reference to articles 4 and 6, had noted that those scourges were
on the rise and assum ng new forns. They had al so noted with concern that the
i nternational comunity was showing little ardour in conbating them despite
the i mm nent danger they represented. There had, of course, been a few

i nternational sem nars, but concerted efforts had to be nmade at the gl oba

| evel without further delay to prevent the political exploitation of those
phenonena by extrem st novements. It was essential to protect those human

bei ngs who were exposed to constant humiliation and suffering, used as
scapegoats and driven fromtheir hones and their countries by ethnic hatred,
often to endure a ghetto existence abroad in “difficult suburbs”. It was high
time that the world said “no” to an atnosphere of hate that was unhealthy for
all.
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48. A fragile social harnony still prevailed in countries such as France,
for exampl e, because civil society there was generous and determ ned, but in
Africa, in countries where civil and political rights were non-existent, where
ethnic politics was the order of the day, where the dom nating ethnic group
was continuously harassing civil society, the bulwark it presented was indeed
weak.

49. There could be no stability in countries where racial discrimnation and
ethnic strife were ranmpant, where sone believed that their prosperity neant
the rejection and suffering of other human beings, where the interest of one
ethnic or racial group prevailed over the general interest, where the building
of roads, schools, hospitals and other facilities took no account of the
country as a whole, or where jobs were reserved for a specific group. As

t hi ngs now stood, only a world conference on raci smand intol erance, pronoting
a vigorous and innovative approach to the various aspects and manifestations
of intolerance, would have the required psychol ogical inpact to nmobilize the

i nternational comunity effectively agai nst racism

The neeting rose at 12.10 p. m




