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The Secretary-General has received the following witten statement,
which is circulated in accordance with Economnmi ¢ and Soci al Counci
resol ution 1296 (XLIV).

[26 March 1997]

1. Al ways, and no doubt throughout the world, whatever the country,
mnorities have suffered injustice in flagrant, repeated violations of the
Uni versal Decl aration of Human Ri ghts.

2. This statenent will not deal with the mnorities currently before the
public eye. Instead it will focus on the minorities who are rarely if ever
spoken of, and often then in daming terns.

3. Each nation has an identity represented by a culture, a |anguage, a
religion and an ethnic group. However, in every nation there is one
constituent that belongs but is set apart by ethnic group, |anguage or

culture. Wrld history shows that a “dom nant - dominated” relationshipis

qui ckly established. This would be Iess of a msfortune if the mnority
enjoyed all their human rights. But that, in fact, is not the case, for in
each nation, the mnority tends to be neglected, marginalized, kept apart from
the life of the nation.

GE. 97- 11558 (E)



E/ CN. 4/ 1997/ NGO 98
page 2

4, At the threshold of the twenty-first century, such a state of affairs is
intolerable. To our great regret, we cannot but be aware that a great nmany
States, including the npost industrialized and the richest, and even States
that claimto be the cradles and nost ardent defenders of denocracy, follow
policies of exclusion. This is howthe “shanty towns and ghettos” of our
great nmetropolises are filled. Al official reports by institutional services
go to show that the people in themare “marginal, delinquent and nal adj ust ed”
unsuited to work, unsuited to decent housing, unsuited to participating in the
life of the nation. Thus the authors justify the policy of excluding these
people, while attenpting to explain that the situation is due to the ethnic or
religious origins of groups often in the mnority in the countries concerned.

5. However, we cannot accept this as an excuse for the lack of interest
States show these minority groups. It is too easy to say that 70 per cent of
the Puerto Ricans in New York are illiterate, or that the gypsies in France
are also illiterate and unsuited to work. We will not list all such

i nstances, but every nation is confronted with this type of problem

6. Those of us who, in the course of our work, have had the advantage -
even the honour - of seeing what life is like in these “ghettos”, have been
astounded at the poverty - well below the bare m ninum- that children, wonen,
men, entire famlies, are living in, all of themresigned to this precarious
state but displaying i mense human richness and warnth. W have al so

di scovered that they have a | anguage and a culture.

7. So why are these nen, wonen, children and fanilies excluded fromthe
l[ife of the nation? Sinply because of a phenonenon akin to racism caused by
fear and ignorance. Sonmetines it is easier to admt failure than to | ook for
the real cause of a problem

8. All we have to do is respect these people's right to develop their
identity, and this would generate a new cultural richness beneficial to the
nation. Utimtely, the situation is due to the lack of institutiona
representation for these mnority groups. Allowing themto be represented
woul d enabl e national and international institutions to |earn about their
probl ems and di scover what they want and what they have to propose.

9. We therefore feel it is inportant for the international conmunity to

pronmote the establishnent of such a representative institution through the
Conmi ssi on on Human Ri ghts.



