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Letter dated 7 April 1997 fromthe Chargé d' affaires a.i. of the Pernmanent
M ssion of the Syrian Arab Republic to the United Nations O fice at Geneva
addressed to the Chairman of the Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts

I have the honour to transmit to you, in your capacity as Chairman of
the fifty-third session of the Comm ssion on Hunman Rights, a statenent setting
forth ny Government's position in regard to the allegations contained in
docunent E/CN. 4/1997/ NGO 23 of 5 March 1997, trusting that you will have it
circulated as an official docunent under item 8 of the session's agenda.

(Signed) Taher AL-HUSSAM

GE. 97-11714 (E)
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1. The Governnent of the Syrian Arab Republic respects the Internationa
Federati on of Human Ri ghts Leagues as a non-governnental organization enjoying
consultative status with the Econom c and Soci al Council. However, ny

Government w shes to express its deep regret at the said Federation's
ill-considered granting of ongoing affiliate status to the so-called

“Organi zation of Conmittees for the Defence of Denocratic Freedons and Human
Rights in Syria”.

2. The al | egati ons and accusations contained in the Federation's said

|l etter addressed to the Secretary-Ceneral and published in the above-nentioned
docunent are old, false and unfounded and the Permanent M ssion of the Syrian
Arab Republic to the United Nations O fice at Geneva has already replied
thereto in its notes 12/92 of 26 March 1992, 40/93 of 12 October 1993 and

26/ 96 of 25 June 1996 addressed to the Centre for Human Ri ghts.

3. The above-nentioned Syrian notes clearly stated that the nanes nenti oned
in the Federation's letter were those of crimnals against whom court
judgenents had been handed down in accordance with donmestic |egislation
Contrary to the Federation's allegations, they were not the names of defenders
of human rights. The persons in question were detained due to their

menber ship of a prohibited clandesti ne organi zation that acts against the
security of the State with funding from external bodies and uses bonbs,
assassination, terrorismand incitenment to armed insurrection as a neans to
achieve its despicable ains.

4, Those Syrian notes clearly indicated that the persons in question were
tried in public and defended by 10 conpetent |awers. They admtted their
guilt and were sentenced to various penalties, depending on the type of crine
commtted by each of themand the provisions of the law. Three were acquitted
for lack of evidence, four were sentenced to a three-year term of

i mpri sonment, four others were sentenced to a five-year term of inprisonment
and six were sentenced to terns of inprisonment ranging from8 to 10 years.
This provides a clear indication of the fairness and | awful ness of their tria
and of the sentences handed down agai nst them Some were covered by the
general ammesty promul gated by the President of the Republic on 13 March 1992,
while others conpleted their sentences and were subsequently rel eased.

5. Wth regard to the other allegations and accusati ons agai nst Syria
contained in the Federation's letter, it is evident that they are totally

i nconsistent with the informati on nade available to the Centre for Human

Ri ghts and the special rapporteurs, which confirns that the Government of the
Syrian Arab Republic is cooperating with a view to safeguardi ng human rights
and fundanental freedons.



