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QUESTI ON OF THE HUVAN RI GHTS OF ALL PERSONS SUBJECTED
TO ANY FORM OF DETENTI ON OR | MPRI SONMENT

Af ghani stan*, Argentina, Bolivia*, Brazil, Canada, China, Col ombia,
Ecuador, El Sal vador, Guatenmnl a*, Honduras*, Japan, Peru*,
Russi an Federation, Turkey* and Uruguay: draft resolution

1997/ ... Host age-taking

The Commi ssion on Hunan Ri ghts,

Recal ling the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts, which guarantees
the right to life, liberty and security of person, freedomfromtorture or
degrading treatnment, freedom of novenment and protection fromarbitrary

detention,

Taking into account the International Convention against the Taking of
Host ages, adopted by the General Assenbly in its resolution 34/146 of
17 Decenber 1979, which al so recogni zes that everyone has the right to life,
liberty and security of person and that the taking of hostages is an offence
of grave concern to the international comunity, as well as the Convention on
the Prevention and Punishnment of Crinmes against Internationally Protected
Persons, including D plomatic Agents, adopted by the CGeneral Assenmbly inits
resolution 3166 (XXVII1) of 14 Decenber 1973,

* |In accordance with rule 69, paragraph 3, of the rules of procedure of
the functional commissions of the Econom ¢ and Social Council
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Bearing in mnd the pertinent Security Council resolutions condemi ng

all cases of hostage-taking, as well as the statenment of the press nade by its
Presi dent on 19 Decenber 1996, condemming the taking of hostages by terrorist
el enent s,

Recalling its resolution 1996/ 62 and ot her previous resolutions on the
subject, in particular its resolution 1992/23 of 28 February 1992, in which it
condemmed the taking of any person as hostage,

Deeply concerned that, despite the efforts of the internationa

comunity, acts of hostage-taking, in different forns and manifestations,
including, inter alia, those commtted by terrorists and arnmed groups, have
i ncreased in many regions of the world,

Expressing its outrage at the continuing rmanifestations of brutality and

vi ol ence in connection with hostage-taking, including the killing of innocent
peopl e and their use as human shiel ds,

Especially alarnmed at the taking hostage of wonen and chil dren,

expressing its distress at the violence conmmitted agai nst i nnocent victims,
and sharing the anxiety and suffering of the fanm|ies concerned,

Appealing for the humanitarian action of the International Conmittee of
the Red Cross and its delegates to be respected, in accordance with the Geneva
Conventions of 1949 and its Additional Protocols,

Recogni zi ng that hostage-taking calls for resolute, firmand concerted
efforts on the part of the international comunity in order, in strict
conformty with international human rights standards, to bring such abhorrent
practices to an end,

1. Reaffirnms that hostage-taking, wherever and by whonever conmmtted,
is an illegal act ainmed at the destruction of human rights and is, under any
ci rcunstance, unjustifiable;

2. Strongly condemms all acts of hostage-taking, anywhere in the

wor | d;

3. Demands that all hostages be rel eased i mediately and w t hout any
precondi ti ons;

4, Calls upon States to take all necessary neasures, in accordance
with relevant provisions of international |aw and international human rights
standards, to prevent, conbat and punish acts of hostage-taking, including by

strengthening international cooperation in this field,;
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5. Invites rel evant non-governnental organizations to join States in
condemmi ng acts of hostage-taking;
6. Urges all thematic special rapporteurs and working groups to

address, as appropriate, the consequences of hostage-taking in their
forthcom ng reports to the Conmmi ssion

7. Decides to consider this question at its fifty-fourth session
under the same agenda item



