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QUESTI ON OF THE HUVAN RI GHTS OF ALL PERSONS SUBJECTED TO ANY FORM
OF DETENTI ON OR | MPRI SONVENT

QUESTI ON OF ENFORCED OR | NVOLUNTARY DI SAPPEARANCES
Letter dated 1 April 1997 fromthe Pernanent Representative of Angol a

to the United Nations Ofice at Geneva addressed to the Chairman of
the Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts

The Permanent M ssion of Angola to the United Nations O fice at Geneva
avails itself of this opportunity to present its best conmplinments to the
Chairman of the fifty-third session of the Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts and
requests himto circulate the attached letter as an official docunent of the
Conmi ssi on on Human Ri ghts.

(Signed) Adriano PARREI RA
Anmbassador
Per manent Representative

* The annex is reproduced in the | anguage of submni ssion only.
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Annex

Wth this letter | react to the report of the Wrking Goup on Enforced
or Involuntary Di sappearances on Angola, as presented in docunent
E/ CN. 4/ 1997/ 34, paragraphs 47-50.

At its fifty-first session, the Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts, through
resolution 1995/38 (para. 4) finally defined the mandate of the Working G oup
which was reiterated word for word in the Comm ssion's resolution 1996/ 30 | ast
year. We quote: [to] “act as a channel of comruni cation between famlies of
t he di sappeared persons and the Government concerned, with a view to ensuring
that sufficiently docunented and clearly identified individual cases are
i nvestigated and to ascertain whether such information falls under its nmandate
and contains the required el enents”.

Concerning the four cases of alleged enforced or involuntary
di sappearance nentioned in the report, which date from 1977 (that means
20 years ago), | reaffirmthat not a single conplaint was legally initiated.
No request for a crimnal inquiry was ever either nade or registered in the
books of the conpetent organs, such as the National Adm nistration for
Crimnal Investigation, or in any provincial Police Departnment. That is the
equi val ent of saying that the internal |egal resources were never used, and no
effort was ever nmade to resort to donestic remedies. |Instead of conformng to
its mandate, the Wbrking Goup sinply ignored its intrinsic criteria.

Mor eover, by asking the Special Representative of the Secretary-Genera
in Angola to be of assistance in these “cases”, the Wrking Goup, a
subsi di ary organ of the Conm ssion, gravely attenpted agai nst the sovereignty
of a Menber State. (We were recently informed by the secretariat of the
Wor ki ng Group that the Special Representative of the Secretary-Ceneral in
Angol a did not answer that peculiar request, which may be proof of a far
better sense of nodesty and respect for the institutions of a foreign State.)

The Working G oup, as well as other United Nations human rights bodies,
is aware of the efforts devel oped by the CGovernnment of Angola to guarantee
conti nuous di al ogue and open cooperation. The discontinuation of previous
cases, also dating from 1977, is the best testinony certifying that the
Wor ki ng Group recogni zes absolute transparency in our nethods. Let me also
say that as concerns Angola, no new cases were submitted to the attention of
t he Worki ng G oup.

Al'l ow nme pl ease once nore to confirmthe readiness of my CGovernnent to
take swift and appropriate action to deal with any instances of enforced
di sappearances. | guarantee that Angol a has conprehensive | egal safeguards to
prevent such an occurrence.

In the light of the above-nentioned el enments, | ask you, M. Chairnman

to encourage the Wrking Goup on Enforced or Involuntary Di sappearances to
consi der the discontinuation of these cases.

(Signed) Adriano PARREI RA
Per manent Representative



