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1997/60. Situation of human rights in Iraqg

The Commi ssion on Hunan Ri ghts,

Reaffirm ng that all Menber States have an obligation to pronmpote and
protect human rights and fundanental freedons as stated in the Charter of the
United Nations and as el aborated in the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts,
the International Covenants on Human Ri ghts and ot her applicable human rights
i nstruments,

M ndful that Irag is a party to the International Covenants on Hunman
Ri ghts and to other international human rights instrunments, and to the Geneva
Conventions of 12 August 1949 on the protection of victinms of war,

Recal ling

(a) Previ ous resolutions of the General Assenbly and the Commr ssion on
Human Ri ghts on the subject, npst recently CGeneral Assenbly resolution 51/106
of 12 Decenber 1996 and Commi ssion on Human Rights resol ution 1996/ 72 of
23 April 1996;

(b) Security Council resolution 688 (1991) of 5 April 1991, in which
t he Council demanded an end to repression of the Iraqi civilian popul ation and
insisted that Iraq cooperate with humanitarian organi zati ons and that the
human rights of all Iraqi citizens be respected; Security Counci
resolution 686 (1991) of 2 March 1991 in which the Council called on Iraqg to
rel ease all Kuwaitis and nationals of other States who might still be held in
detention; Security Council resolution 687 (1991) of 3 April 1991 and
Security Council resolution 986 (1995) of 14 April 1995, by which the Counci
authorized States to permt inports of Iraqi oil in order to allowlraq to
purchase humani tari an suppli es;

1. Wel cones the report on the situation of human rights in Iraq
subm tted by the Special Rapporteur (E/ CN. 4/1997/57) and the observations on
t he general situation, including in the northern region, and the concl usions
and recomendati ons contained therein, and notes his dismay that there has
been no inprovenent in the situation of human rights in the country;

2. Strongly condems

(a) The massive and extrenely grave violations of human rights and of
i nternational humanitarian | aw by the Governnent of Iraqg, resulting in an
al | - pervasi ve repressi on and oppression sustained by broad-based

di scrimnation and wi despread terror
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(b) Suppression of freedom of thought, expression, religion
i nformati on, association, assenbly and novenent through fear of arrest,

i mpri sonment and ot her sanctions, including the death penalty;

(c) Summary and arbitrary executions, including political killings,
enforced or involuntary di sappearances, routinely practised arbitrary arrests
and detention and consistent and routine failure to respect due process and
the rule of |aw

(d) W despread, systematic torture in its nost cruel forns, and the
enact ment and inpl ementati on of decrees prescribing cruel and i nhuman
puni shment, namely nutilation, as a penalty for offences and diversion of
medi cal care services for such nutil ations;

3. Calls upon the Government of Iraq

(a) To abide by its freely undertaken obligations under internationa
human rights treaties and international humanitarian | aw and respect and
ensure the rights of all individuals, irrespective of their origin, ethnicity,
gender or religion, within its territory and subject to its jurisdiction

(b) To bring the actions of its mlitary and security forces into
conformty with the standards of international law, in particular those of the
I nternational Covenant on Civil and Political Rights;

(c) To cooperate with United Nations human rights nmechani sns, in
particular by receiving a return visit by the Special Rapporteur to lIraq and
all owi ng the stationing of human rights nonitors throughout Iraq pursuant to
the rel evant resolutions of the General Assenbly and the Comm ssion on
Human Ri ghts;

(d) To restore i ndependence of the judiciary and abrogate all |aws
granting inpunity to specified forces or persons killing or injuring
i ndi vidual s for any purpose beyond the adm nistration of justice under the
rule of Iaw as prescribed by international standards;

(e) To abrogate all decrees that prescribe cruel and inhunman
puni shment or treatment and to ensure that torture and cruel punishment and
treatment no | onger occur;

(f) To abrogate all |laws and procedures, including Revol ution Comrand
Counci | Decree No. 840 of 4 Novenber 1986, that penalize free expression and
to ensure that the genuine will of the people shall be the basis of authority

of the State;
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(9) To cooperate with the Tripartite Comri ssion to establish the
wher eabouts and resolve the fate of the remaining several hundred m ssing
persons, including prisoners of war, Kuwaiti nationals and third country
nationals victins of the illegal Iraqi occupation of Kuwait, to cooperate with
the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary D sappearances for that purpose
and to pay conpensation to the fam lies of those who died or disappeared in
custody of the Iraqi authorities, through the mechani sm established by the
Security Council in resolution 692 (1991) of 20 May 1991

(h) To cease immediately its repressive practices ainmed at the Iraq
Kurds in the north, Assyrians, Shi'a, Turkomen, the population of the southern
mar sh areas, where drainage projects have provoked environnmental destruction
and a deterioration of the situation of the civilian popul ation, and other
ethnic and religious groups;

(i) To cooperate with international aid agencies and non-governnenta
organi zations to provide humanitarian assi stance and nonitoring in the
northern and southern areas of the country;

(J) To release inmediately all Kuwaitis and nationals of other States
who nmay still be held in detention

(k) To ensure equitable distribution without discrimnation to the
I ragi popul ation of the humanitarian supplies purchased with the proceeds of
Iragi oil, in inplenmentation of Security Council resolution 986 (1995) and the
menor andum of understanding with the Secretary-CGeneral of May 1996 on this
i ssue, and cooperate with international humanitarian agencies for the
provi sion w thout discrimnation of relief to those in need throughout Iragq;

() To cooperate in the identification of mne fields existing
t hroughout Iraq with a viewto facilitating their marking and eventua
cl earing;

4, Deci des

(a) To extend the nmandate of the Special Rapporteur, as contained in
resolution 1991/74 of 6 March 1991 and subsequent resolutions, for a further
year, and requests the Special Rapporteur to subnmit an interimreport on human
rights in lraq to the General Assenbly at its fifty-second session and to
report to the Commission at its fifty-fourth session

(b) To request the Secretary-Ceneral to continue to give all necessary

assistance to the Special Rapporteur to enable himto discharge his mandate
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fully, and to approve the allocation of sufficient human and materia
resources for the sending of human rights nonitors to such |ocations as woul d
facilitate inproved information on the situation of human rights in Iraq;

(c) To continue the exam nation of the situation of human rights in
Irag at its fifty-fourth session under the agenda itementitled “Question of

the violation of human rights and fundanental freedonms in any part of the

wor | d”.
66t h neeting
16 April 1997
[ Adopted by a roll-call vote of 31 to none,
with 22 abstentions. See chap. X ]
1997/61. Extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions
The Commi ssion on Hunman Rights,
Recal ling the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts, which guarantees
the right to life, liberty and security of person, and the rel evant provisions

of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,

Having regard to the | egal framework of the nandate of the Speci al

Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions, including
t hose enunerated in Conm ssion resolution 1992/72 of 5 March 1992 and
CGeneral Assenbly resolution 47/136 of 18 Decenber 1992,

M ndf ul of General Assenbly resolutions on the subject of summary or
arbitrary executions, of which the latest is 51/92 of 12 Decenber 1996,

Recalling also Economic and Social Council resolution 1984/50 of

25 May 1984 and the Saf eguards guaranteeing protection of the rights of those
facing the death penalty annexed thereto and Econom c and Soci al Counci
resolution 1989/64 of 24 May 1989 on their inplenentation, as well as the
Decl aration of Basic Principles of Justice for Victins of Crinme and Abuse

of Power, adopted by the General Assenbly in its resolution 40/ 34 of

29 Novenber 1985

Deeply alarnmed at the persistence, on a |arge scale, of extrajudicial

summary or arbitrary executions, in all parts of the world,

Di smayed that in a nunber of countries inpunity, the negation of
justice, continues to prevail and often renmains the main cause of the
conti nued occurrence of extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions in

t hose countries,
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Convi nced of the need for effective action to conbat and to elimnate
the abhorrent practice of extrajudicial, sunmary or arbitrary executions,

which represent a flagrant violation of the fundanental right to life,

1. Strongly condemms once again all the extrajudicial, summuary or
arbitrary executions that continue to take place throughout the world,;

2. Demands that all Governnments ensure that the practice of
extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions be brought to an end and that
they take effective action to conbat and elim nate the phenonmenon;

3. Notes that inmpunity continues to be a najor cause of the

per petuation of violations of human rights, including extrajudicial, summary
or arbitrary executions;

4, Reiterates the obligation of all Governments to conduct exhaustive
and inpartial investigations into all suspected cases of extrajudicial,
arbitrary or summary executions, to identify and bring to justice those
responsi bl e, to grant adequate conpensation to the victins or their famlies
and to adopt all necessary neasures to prevent the recurrence of such
executions;

5. Encourages the Governnents of all States in which the death
penal ty has not been abolished to conply with their obligations under relevant
provi sions of international human rights instrunments, taking into account the
saf eguards and guarantees referred to in Econom c and Soci al Counci
resol utions 1984/50 of 25 May 1984 and 1989/64 of 24 May 1989;

6. Takes note of the report of the Special Rapporteur, including his
recommendati ons (E/ CN. 4/1997/60 and Add. 1);

7. Notes the inportant role the Special Rapporteur has played towards
the elimnation of extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions and
encourages himto continue, within the framework of his nmandate, to coll ect
information fromall concerned and to seek the views and coments of
Governnments in order to be able to respond effectively to reliable informtion
that comes before himand to follow up on comuni cati ons and country visits;

8. Requests the Special Rapporteur, in carrying out his nmandate;

(a) To continue to exanmi ne situations of extrajudicial, summary or
arbitrary executions and to submt on an annual basis his findings, together
wi th concl usions and reconmmendations, to the Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts, as

wel | as such other reports as the Special Rapporteur deens necessary in order
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to keep the Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts infornmed about such serious situations
of extrajudicial, sumrary or arbitrary executions as warrant its i mredi ate
attention;

(b) To respond effectively to information which cones before him in
particul ar when an extrajudicial, sumrary or arbitrary execution is immnent
or seriously threatened or when such an execution has occurred;

(c) To enhance further his dialogue with Governnents, as well as to
foll ow up on recommendati ons made in reports after visits to particul ar
countries;

(d) To continue to pay special attention to extrajudicial, summry or
arbitrary executions of children and to all egations concerning violations of
the right to life in the context of violence against participants in
denonstrations and ot her peaceful public manifestations or agai nst persons
bel onging to mnorities;

(e) To pay special attention to extrajudicial, sunmary or arbitrary
executions where the victins are individuals who are carryi ng out peaceful
activities in defence of human rights and fundamental freedons;

() To continue nonitoring the inplementation of existing
i nternational standards on safeguards and restrictions relating to the
i mposition of capital punishment, bearing in nmnd the comments nade by the
Human Ri ghts Conmittee in its interpretation of article 6 of the Internationa
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, as well as the Second Optiona
Prot ocol thereto;

(9) To apply a gender-perspective in his work;

9. Urges the Special Rapporteur to draw to the attention of the
United Nations Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Ri ghts such situations of
extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions as are of particularly serious
concern to himor where early action mght prevent further deterioration

10. Wl cones the cooperation established between the Speci al
Rapporteur and other United Nations nechanisns and procedures in the field of
human rights and encourages the Special Rapporteur to continue efforts in this
regard;

11. Urges Governnments to undertake all necessary and possi bl e neasures
to prevent loss of life during situations of public manifestations, interna

and comunal viol ence, disturbances, tension and public energency or armed
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conflicts, and to ensure that the police and security forces receive thorough
training in human rights matters, in particular, with regard to restrictions
on the use of force and firearns in the discharge of their functions;

12. Appeal s to all CGovernnents to ensure that all persons deprived of
their liberty are treated with humanity and with respect for the inherent
dignity of the human person and that conditions in places of detention conform
to the Standard M nimum Rules for the Treatnent of Prisoners and, where
applicable, in the 1949 Geneva Conventions and the 1977 Protocols thereto in
relation to the treatnent of prisoners in arned conflicts, and other pertinent
i nternational instrunments;

13. Strongly urges all Governnents:

(a) To cooperate with and assist the Special Rapporteur so that his
mandate may be carried out effectively, including, where appropriate, by
issuing invitations to the Special Rapporteur when he so requests, in keeping
with the usual ternms of reference for m ssions by Special Rapporteurs of the
Commi ssi on on Human Ri ghts;

(b) To respond to the conmunications transmtted to them by the
Speci al Rapporteur;

14. Expresses its appreciation to those Governnents that have invited

t he Special Rapporteur to visit their countries, asks themto examn ne
carefully the recomendati ons nade by him invites themto report to the
Speci al Rapporteur on action taken on these reconmendati ons, and requests
ot her Covernnents, including those nentioned in the report of the Specia
Rapporteur, to cooperate in a simlar way;

15. Expresses its concern that a nunber of Governnents nentioned in

the report of the Special Rapporteur have not replied to specific allegations
and reports of extrajudicial, sunmary or arbitrary executions transmtted to
them by the Special Rapporteur

16. Encour ages Governnents, United Nations bodi es and organs, the
speci al i zed agenci es and intergovernnmental and non-governnental organizations,
as appropriate, to initiate, coordinate or support progranmes designed to
train and educate mlitary forces, |aw enforcenent officers and government
officials, as well as nenbers of the United Nati ons peace-keepi ng or observer
m ssi ons, on human rights and humanitarian | aw i ssues connected with their
wor k, and appeals to the international community to support endeavours to that

end;
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17. Requests the Secretary-General to provide the Special Rapporteur
fromw thin existing resources, with additional human, financial and materia
resources, in order to enable himto carry out his nmandate effectively,

i ncl udi ng through country visits;

18. Al so requests the Secretary-Ceneral to continue to use his best

endeavours in cases where the m ninum standard of |egal safeguards provided
for in articles 6, 9, 14 and 15 of the International Covenant on Civil and

Political Rights appears not to be respected;

19. Further requests the Secretary-General to continue, in close
col l aboration with the United Nations Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights, in
conformty with his mandate established by the General Assenbly inits
resol ution 48/ 141 of 20 Decenber 1993, to ensure that personnel specialized in
human rights and humanitarian | aw i ssues formpart of United Nations m ssions,
where appropriate, in order to deal with serious human rights violations, such
as extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions;

20. Decides to consider the question of extrajudicial, summary or
arbitrary executions as a matter of priority at its fifty-fourth session under
the itementitled “Question of the violation of human rights and fundanenta
freedons in any part of the world, with particular reference to colonial and
ot her dependent countries and territories”

66t h neeting

16 April 1997
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. X ]

1997/ 62. Human rights in Cuba

The Commi ssion on Hunan Ri ghts,

Recalling its resolution 1996/69 of 23 April 1996 regarding the
extension of the mandate of the Special Rapporteur of the Comm ssion to review
and report on the situation of human rights in Cuba and to maintain direct
contact with the Governnent and citizens of Cuba,

Recal ling also General Assenbly resolution 51/113 of 12 Decenber 1996

regardi ng the situation of human rights in Cuba,

Reaffirm ng that all Menber States have an obligation to pronmpote and
protect human rights and fundanental freedons as stated in the Charter of the
United Nations and el aborated in the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts,
the International Covenants on Human Rights and ot her applicable human rights

i nstrunents,
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Consi dering the report on the situation of human rights in Cuba
submtted to the Commi ssion by the Special Rapporteur (E/ CN. 4/1997/53),

Prof oundly concerned at continued violations in Cuba of human rights and

fundamental freedons enunerated in the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts,
such as freedons of thought, conscience and religion, opinion and expression
assenbly and associ ation, and rights associated with the adm nistration of
justice,

Di smayed by the violation of right to life by the Governnent of Cuba in
shooting down two unarned civilian aircraft on 24 February 1996,

1. Commends the report of the Special Rapporteur and his efforts to

carry out his mandate concerning the situation of human rights in Cuba;

2. Calls upon the Government of Cuba to permt the Special Rapporteur
the opportunity to carry out his mandate in full, in particular by allow ng

himto visit Cuba;

3. Expresses particular concern that the Governnent of Cuba has

failed to carry out its conmtnment, common to all Menber States, to cooperate
with the Comm ssion on Human Rights, in conformty with Articles 55 and 56 of
the Charter of the United Nations;

4, Calls upon the Government of Cuba to consider acceding to human
rights instrunents to which it is not yet a party;

5. Regrets profoundly the numerous reports of violations of human

rights and fundanmental freedons, as described in the report of the

Speci al Rapporteur, and urges the Governnent of Cuba to ensure freedom of
expression and assenbly and the freedomto denonstrate peacefully, including
by allowi ng political parties and non-governnental organizations to function
freely in the country and by reformng legislation in this area;

6. Calls upon the Government of Cuba to carry out the reconmendati ons
contained in the report of the Special Rapporteur to bring its observance of
human rights and fundanmental freedonms into conformty with international |aw
and applicable international human rights instruments and to end al
violations of human rights including, in particular, the detention and
i mprisonnment as well as harassnent of and threats agai nst human rights
def enders and others who are engaged in the peaceful exercise of their rights,
and to grant access to the prisons by non-governmental humanitarian

organi zations and international hunanitarian agenci es;
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7. Calls especially upon the Gover nnent of Cuba to rel ease the

numer ous persons detained for activities of a political nature, including
those specifically nentioned in the report of the Special Rapporteur who
suffer frominadequate nedical care while inprisoned or whose rights as
journalists or jurists are inpeded or denied;

8. Calls upon the Government of Cuba to ensure that workers' rights
are safeguarded including through i ndependent and generalized collective

bar gai ni ng systens;

9. Decides to extend the nmandate of the Special Rapporteur for one
year;

10. Requests the Special Rapporteur to maintain direct contacts with
the Governnent and citizens of Cuba as specified in past resolutions of the
Commi ssi on;

11. Requests that the existing nechani snms of the Commi ssion on Human
Ri ghts continue giving attention to the situation of human rights in Cuba;

12. Invites the Special Rapporteur and the existing thematic
mechani sms of the Commission to cooperate fully and exchange information and
findings on the situation of human rights in Cuba;

13. Requests the Secretary-General to provide all necessary assistance
to the Special Rapporteur

14. Requests the Special Rapporteur to submit an interimreport to the
CGeneral Assenbly at its fifty-second session and to report to the Comr ssion
at its fifty-fourth session on the results of his endeavours pursuant to the
present resolution

15. Invites the Government of Cuba to consider the possibility of

requesting the establishnment of a progranme of advisory services.

66t h nmeeting

16 April 1997

[ Adopted by a roll-call vote of 19 to 10,
with 24 abstentions. See chap. X ]

1997/63. Situation of human rights in East Tinor

The Commi ssion on Hunan Ri ghts,

Reaffirm ng that all Menber States have an obligation to pronpote and
protect human rights and fundanental freedons as stated in the Charter of the
United Nations and as el aborated in the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts,

the International Covenants on Human Ri ghts and ot her applicable instrunments,
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M ndful that Indonesia is a party to the Convention on the Rights of the
Child, the Convention on the Elinination of Al Forns of Discrimnation
agai nst Wonen and to the Geneva Conventions of 1949 on the protection of
victims of war,

Recalling its resolution 1993/97 of 11 March 1993, and bearing in mnd
statenments by the Chairman of the Conmi ssion on the situation of human rights
on East Tinor at its forty-eighth, fiftieth, fifty-first and fifty-second
sessi ons,

1. Wl cones

(a) The report of the Secretary-General (E/ CN 4/1997/51) and his
recent nom nation of a special representative;

(b) The continuing efforts of the Indonesian National Comm ssion on
Human Rights to investigate human rights violations, and its decision to
establish an office in Dili, East Tinor;

(c) The commitnents by the Governnent of Indonesia to continue the
di al ogue under the auspices of the Secretary-Ceneral for achieving a just,
conprehensive and internationally acceptable solution to the question of
East Ti nor;

2. Expresses its deep concern

(a) At the continuing reports of violations of human rights in
East Tinor, including reports of extrajudicial killings, disappearances,
torture and arbitrary detention as reported in the reports of the Specia
Rapporteur on torture (E/CN. 4/1997/7), the Special Rapporteur on
extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions (E/ CN. 4/1997/60), the Wrking
Group on Arbitrary Detention (E/CN. 4/1997/4 and Add. 1) and the Working G oup
on Enforced or Involuntary Di sappearances (E/ CN. 4/1997/34);

(b) At the lack of progress made by the |Indonesian authorities towards
conplying with their comm tnents undertaken in statements agreed by consensus
at previous sessions of the Conm ssion

(c) That the Government of |Indonesia has not yet invited thematic
rapporteurs and working groups of the Conmi ssion to East Tinor, in spite of
conmi tments undertaken to do so in 1997

(d) At the policy of systematic migration of persons to East Tinor;

3. Calls upon the Government of |ndonesia

(a) To take the necessary neasures in order to ensure full respect for

the human rights and fundanental freedons of the people of East Tinor;
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(b) To ensure the early rel ease of East Tinorese detained or convicted
for political reasons and to clarify further the circunmstances surrounding the
violent incident that took place in Dili in Novenber 1991

(c) To ensure that all East Tinorese in custody are treated humanely
and in accordance with international standards, and that all trials in
East Tinor are conducted in accordance with international standards;

(d) To cooperate fully with the Comm ssion and its thematic
rapporteurs and working groups and to invite these rapporteurs and worKking
groups to visit East Tinor, in particular the Special Rapporteur on torture,
inline with the commitnent undertaken to invite a thematic rapporteur in
1997;

(e) To undertake all necessary action in order to upgrade the
menor andum of intent of 26 October 1994 on technical cooperation into the
envi saged nmenorandum of understandi ng, and requests in this regard the
United Nations Hi gh Conm ssioner for Human Rights to report on the follow up
to the menorandum of intent;

() To bring about the envisaged assi gnnent of a progranme of ficer of
the Ofice of the United Nations Hi gh Conm ssioner for Human Rights at the
Jakarta office of the United Nations Devel opnment Progranmme, as followup to
the comm tnent undertaken, and to provide this officer with unhindered access
to East Ti nor;

(9) To provide access to East Tinor for human rights organi zati ons;

4, Deci des

(a) To consider the situation in East Tinmor at its fifty-fourth
sessi on under the agenda itementitled “Question of the violation of human
rights and fundanental freedons in any part of the world” on the basis of the
reports of special rapporteurs and working groups and that of the
Secretary- Ceneral ;

(b) To encourage the Secretary-Ceneral to continue his good offices
m ssion for achieving a just, conprehensive and internationally acceptable
solution to the question of East Tinor and in this franmework to encourage the
all-inclusive intra-East Tinorese dial ogue to continue under the auspices of
the United Nations.

66t h nmeeting

16 April 1997

[ Adopted by a roll-call vote of 20 to 14,
with 18 abstentions. See chap. X ]
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1997/64. Situation of human rights in Myannar

The Commi ssion on Hunan Ri ghts,

Reaffirm ng, that all Menber States have an obligation to pronote and
protect human rights and fundanental freedons as stated in the Charter of the
United Nations and as el aborated in the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts,
the international Covenants on human rights and ot her applicable human rights
i nstruments,

M ndful that Myanmar is a party to the Convention on the Rights of the
Child and the Geneva Conventions of 1949 on the protection of victins of war,

Recal | ing previous resolutions of the General Assenbly and the
Commi ssion on Human Rights on the subject, nost recently General Assenbly
resol ution 51/117 of 12 Decenber 1996 and Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts
resolution 1996/80 of 23 April 1996

1. Vel cones

(a) The report by the Special Rapporteur (E/ CN. 4/1997/64);

(b) The report of the Secretary-General on his discussions with the
Gover nment of Myanmar (E/ CN. 4/1997/129);

(c) The continui ng cooperation by the Governnment of Myanmar with the
O fice of the United Nations Hi gh Conm ssioner for Refugees for the voluntary
repatriation and reintegration of returnees from Bangl adesh

(d) The schedul ed visit of a special envoy of the Secretary-Ceneral to
Myanmar from7 to 10 May 1997, in the discharge of the good offices functions
of the Secretary-General, for discussions with the Governnent and ot her
political |eaders of Myanmar as he mmy consider appropriate, in order to
assist in the inplenentation of General Assenbly resolution 51/117 and of the
present resolution;

2. Expresses its deep concern

(a) At the continuing violations of human rights in Myanmar, as
reported by the Special Rapporteur, including extrajudicial, summary or
arbitrary executions, death in custody, torture, arbitrary and politically
notivated arrest and detention, absence of due process of law, including
trial of detainees in secrecy without proper |egal representation, severe
restrictions on freedons of opinion, expression, novenent, assenbly and
association, forced relocation, forced | abour by children as well as adults,
i ncluding portering for the mlitary, abuse of wonmen and children by

government agents and oppression of ethnic and religious mnorities;
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(b) At the absence of significant steps towards the establishment of
denocratic governnent after the denocratic elections of 1990, while noting
that according to the Special Rapporteur, the absence of respect for the
rights pertaining to denocratic governance is at the root of all the major
vi ol ati ons of human rights in Myannar;

(c) That the Government of Myanmar has not yet agreed to a visit by
t he Speci al Rapporteur;

(d) That nmost of the representatives denocratically elected in 1990
have been excluded from participating in the neetings of the Nationa
Convention, that severe restrictions have been inposed on del egates, including
menbers of the National League for Denocracy, who have withdrawn and
subsequently were excluded, at the end of 1995, fromthe sessions of the
Convention and who were unable to neet or distribute their literature, and
that one of the objectives of the Convention is to maintain the participation
of the arned forces (Tatmadaw) in a leading role in the future political life
of the State, and concludes that the National Convention does not appear to
constitute the necessary steps towards the restorati on of denocracy;

(e) At the restrictions placed upon Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and ot her
political |eaders, at harassnment, detention and forced resignations of elected
representatives, at the recent attack agai nst Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and ot her
menbers of the National League for Denpbcracy and at the mass arbitrary arrest
of and the harsh sentences inposed on nmenbers of the National League for
Denocracy and ot her supporters of denocratic groups in Myanmar, including
persons peacefully exercising their right to freedom of expression during the
recent student denonstrations;

(f) At the forced relocation and other violations of the rights
of persons belonging to minorities, resulting in a flow of refugees to
nei ghbouring countries, and at the recent attacks on nmenbers of the Karen
ethnic group, resulting in death, destruction and di spl acenment;

(9) At violations of the rights of children in contravention of
the Convention on the Rights of the Child, in particular by the |ack of
conformity of the existing legal franework with this Convention, by
systematic recruitnment of children into forced |abour, and by discrimnation

agai nst children belonging to ethnic and religious mnority groups;
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3. Calls upon the Government of Myanmar

(a) To guarantee an end to violations of the right to life and
integrity of the human being, to ensure full respect for human rights and
fundanmental freedons, including freedom of thought, opinion, expression
associ ati on and assenbly, the right to a fair trial by an independent and
inmpartial judiciary and the protection of the rights of persons belonging to
ethnic and religious mnorities, and to urgently inprove conditions of
detention;

(b) To take urgent and neani ngful neasures to ensure the establishnent
of denocracy in accordance with the will of the people as expressed in the
denocratic elections held in 1990 and, to this end, to engage at the earliest
possi bl e date in a substantive political dialogue with the |eaders of
political parties returned at the elections of 1990, including Daw Aung San
Suu Kyi, and with | eaders of ethnic groups, as the best means of pronoting
national reconciliation and restoration of denocracy, and to ensure that
political parties and non-governnmental organizations can function freely;

(c) To cooperate fully with the rel evant nechani sns of the Comm ssion
in particular the Special Rapporteur, and to ensure his access to Myanmar
wi t hout preconditions, in order to allow himfully to discharge his nmandate,
and to cooperate with the Secretary-General or his representatives, including
t hrough access to any person deemed appropriate by the Secretary-CGeneral or
t he Speci al Rapporteur;

(d) To ensure the safety of all political |eaders, including Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi, and to rel ease i medi ately and unconditionally detained politica
| eaders and all political prisoners, to ensure their physical integrity and to
permt themto participate in a neaningful process of national reconciliation

(e) To consi der beconming a party to the International Covenant on
Cvil and Political Rights, the International Covenant on Econom c, Social and
Cultural Rights, and the Convention against Torture and O her Cruel, |nhuman
or Degrading Treatnent or Punishnent, as well as to other human rights
i nstruments;

(f) And all other parties to the hostilities in Myanmar to respect
fully their obligations under international humanitarian |aw, including
article 3 conmmon to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, to halt the

use of weapons against the civilian population, to protect all civilians,
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i ncl udi ng persons belonging to ethnic or religious mnorities, fromviolations
of humanitarian law, and to avail thenselves of services as may be offered by
i mpartial humanitarian bodi es;

(9) To fulfil its obligations as a State party to the Forced Labour
Convention, 1930 (No. 29) and to the Freedom of Association and Protection of
the Right to Organize Convention, 1948 (No. 87) of the International Labour
Organi zation, and to cooperate nore closely with the International Labour
Organi zation, in particular with the Conmm ssion of Inquiry appointed in
accordance with article 26 of the Constitution of the International Labour
Or gani zati on;

(h) To create the necessary conditions to renmove the causes of
di spl acement and of refugee flows to nei ghbouring countries and to create
conditions conducive to their voluntary return and their full reintegration
in safety and dignity, in close cooperation with the Ofice of the
United Nations Hi gh Conmi ssioner for Refugees;

(i) To fulfil its obligation to end inpunity of perpetrators of
human rights violations, including menbers of the nmilitary, and to
i nvestigate and prosecute alleged violations comitted by government
agents in all circunstances;

(j) To investigate the circunstances which led to the death in
June 1996 of M. Janes Leander N chols while detained by the Governnent of
Myanmar, and to prosecute any person who could be held responsible

4, Deci des

(a) To extend the mandate of the Special Rapporteur, as contained
in Comm ssion resolution 1992/58 of 3 March 1992, for a further year, and
requests the Special Rapporteur to submit an interimreport to the
General Assenbly at its fifty-second session on human rights in Myanmar and
to report to the Commission at its fifty-fourth session, and to keep a gender
perspective in mnd when seeking and anal ysi ng information;

(b) To request the Secretary-Ceneral to continue to give all necessary
assistance to the Special Rapporteur to enable himto discharge his mandate
fully;

(c) To request the Secretary-Ceneral to continue his discussions with
t he Government of Myanmar and anyone in Myanmar he may consi der appropriate in
order to assist in the inplenentation of General Assenbly resolution 51/117

and of the present resolution
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(d) To continue the exam nation of the situation of human rights in
Myanmar during its fifty-fourth session under the agenda itementitled
“Question of the violation of human rights and fundamental freedons in any
part of the world”.

67th neeting

16 April 1997
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. X ]

1997/65. Situation of human rights in Afghani stan

The Commi ssion on Hunman Ri ghts,

Quided by the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights, the International Covenants on Human Ri ghts and accepted
humani tarian rules, as set out in the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 and
t he Additional Protocols thereto of 1977

Reaffirm ng that all Menber States have an obligation to pronpote and
protect human rights and fundanental freedonms and to fulfill the obligations
t hey have freely undertaken under the various international instrunents,

Recal | i ng Econonmic and Soci al Council resolution 1984/37 of 24 May 1984,
in which the Council requested the Chairman of the Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts
to appoint a special rapporteur to exam ne the situation of human rights in
Af ghani st an,

Recal ling that Afghanistan is a party to the Convention on the
Preventi on and Puni shnent of the Crinme of Genocide, the International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights, the International Covenant on Economic, Socia
and Cultural Rights, the Convention against Torture and O her Cruel, |nhuman
or Degrading Treatnent or Punishnent and the Convention on the Rights of the
Child, and that it has signed the Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forns
of Discrimnation agai nst Wnen,

Recalling in particular its resolution 1996/75 of 23 April 1996, in

whi ch the Comm ssion decided to extend the mandate of the Special Rapporteur

on the situation of human rights in Afghanistan for one year and requested

himto consider subnmitting a report to the General Assenbly at its

fifty-first session, and Econonic and Social Council decision 1996/280 of

24 July 1996, in which the Council approved the Comm ssion's decision
Concerned that arned confrontation persists in certain parts of the

territory of Afghanistan,
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Awar e that peace and security in Afghanistan are conducive to the ful
restoration of all human rights and fundanmental freedons, the voluntary return
of refugees to their homeland in safety and dignity, the clearance of
m nefields in many parts of the country, and the reconstruction and
rehabilitation of Afghanistan

Noting General Assenbly resolution 51/195 of 17 Decenber 1996 and
Security Council resolution 1076 (1996) of 22 October 1996,

Deeply concerned at reports of violations and abuses of human rights and

humanitarian law, including the right to life, to |iberty and security of
person and to freedom of opinion, expression, religion and association

Concerned in particular at reports of violations and abuses agai nst

wonen and children, especially regarding access to basic education for girl
children, and access by wonen to enploynment and training and their effective

participation in political, econom c, social and cultural life,

Concerned also that a unified judicial system cannot be established
t hroughout the country under the prevailing circunstances, and stressing the
necessity, until one is created, for regional adm nistrations to assune
responsibility for the protection of the human rights of those peopl e under
their control, in accordance with internationally accepted standards of human
rights,

Commendi ng the activities carried out for the welfare of the Afghan
peopl e by various agencies and programmes of the United Nations, as well as by
the International Committee of the Red Cross and ot her humanitarian
organi zati ons, including non-governnental organizations,

Wl coming the special enphasis that the United Nations Special M ssion
to Afghani stan has placed on human rights issues in its discussions with the
Af ghan parties,

1. Takes note with appreciation of the final report of the Special

Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Afghani stan (E/ CN. 4/ 1997/ 59)
and of the concl usions and reconmendati ons contai ned therein;

2. Notes with deep concern the intensification of arned hostilities

i n Af ghani stan, which have resulted in the destruction of houses and in forced
evictions, including on the ground of ethnicity, and calls on all parties

i nvol ved i medi ately to cease such hostilities, to engage in a politica

di al ogue ai med at achi eving national reconciliation and the return of

di spl aced persons to their hones;
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3. Notes with concern the ongoing deterioration of the situation of

human rights in Afghani stan as reported by the Special Rapporteur and depl ores
the viol ati ons and abuses of human rights and humanitarian | aw, including the
rights to life, liberty and security of person, freedomfromtorture and from
ot her forns of cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishnment, freedom of
opi ni on, expression, religion and association, and freedom from discrim nation
on the basis of gender

4, Expresses its deep concern at the frequent practice of arbitrary

arrest and detention and of sunmary trials, which have resulted in summary
executions, throughout the country, as well as the application of fornms of
puni shment that do not conformto the Convention against Torture and O her
Cruel , Inhuman or Degradi ng Treatnent or Punishnment;

5. Calls on all the Afghan parties, in accordance with internationa
human rights instrunents, fully to respect and act in accordance with al
human rights and fundanental freedons, regardl ess of gender, ethnicity or
religion;

6. Urges all the Afghan parties to restore respect for all the human
rights of women, without delay, and in particular to take neasures to ensure:

(a) The effective participation of wonen in civil, cultural, economc,
political and social |ife throughout the country;

(b) Respect for the right of wonmen to work, and reintegration in their
enpl oynent ;

(c) The right of wonmen and of girls to education w thout
di scrimnation, the reopening of schools and the admi ssion of wonmen and of
girls to higher |levels of education

(d) Respect for wonen's right to security of person, and that those
responsi bl e for physical attacks on wonen are brought to justice;

(e) Respect for wonen's freedom of movenment and effective access to
facilities necessary to protect their right to the highest attainable standard
of physical and nental health;

7. Encour ages the Special Rapporteur to continue to pay attention to
the human rights of wonen and of children and to apply a gender perspective in
a simlar manner as in his report to the Comm ssion at its fifty-third

sessi on;
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8. Demands that all the Afghan parties fulfill their obligations
and commtnents regarding the safety of all diplomtic m ssions and of
United Nations personnel and other international personnel as well as their
prem ses in Afghani stan, and cooperate fully with the United Nations and
associ ated bodies as well as w th non-governnental organizations, including
humani tari an organi zati ons, national and international, and other agencies;

9. Endorses the Special Rapporteur’'s condemation of the abduction
from United Nations prem ses of the former President of Afghanistan
M. Najibullah, and of his brother, and their subsequent summary execution

10. Urges the Afghan authorities to provide sufficient and effective
renedies to the victins of grave violations and abuses of human rights and of
accepted humanitarian rules and to bring the perpetrators to trial in
accordance with internationally accepted standards;

11. Strongly urges all the Afghan parties to work and cooperate fully

with the United Nations Special Mssion to Afghanistan with a viewto
achi eving a conprehensive political solution |leading to the cessation of arned
confrontation and the establishnment of a denpcratic government el ected through
free and fair elections, to be held throughout the country and based on the
right to self-deternmination of the people of Afghanistan

12. Recogni zes that the pronotion and protection of human rights
shoul d be an essential elenment in the achievenent of a conprehensive solution
to the crisis in Afghanistan, and therefore invites the Special M ssion and
the Speci al Rapporteur to exchange rel evant information and to strengthen
mut ual consul tation and cooperation

13. Urges all the Afghan parties to respect fully internationa
humanitarian law, to protect civilians, to halt the use of weapons agai nst the
civilian population, to stop the laying of |andm nes, especially
anti - personnel mnes, and urges all the Afghan parties to prohibit the
drafting and the recruitnent of children as para-conbatants and to ensure
their reintegration into society;

14. Invites the United Nations to offer, once national reconciliation
i s achi eved and upon request of the governnental authorities, advisory
services and technical assistance concerning the drafting of a constitution
whi ch shoul d enbody internationally accepted human rights principles and the

hol di ng of direct elections;
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15. Stresses the inportance of human rights educati on and
awar eness-buil ding in both urban and rural areas, and encourages the
i nternational comunity to assist in this regard,

16. Encourages the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cul tural
Organi zation to study, with the contribution of its conpetent commttees,
appropriate ways and nmeans to restore the Afghan system of education and
cultural heritage, in particular the restoration of the Kabul nmuseum and ot her
hi storical sites;

17. Urges all States to respect the full national independence and
territorial integrity of Afghanistan and non-interference in its interna
affairs, and takes note with concern of the report of the Special Rapporteur
wherein he is infornmed of the presence of foreigners anong prisoners of war;

18. Calls for the unconditional and sinmultaneous rel ease of al
prisoners of war, wherever they are held, including forner Soviet prisoners of
war, and for the tracing of the many Afghans still missing as the result of
t he war;

19. Calls upon all warring parties in Afghanistan to refrain from
arbitrarily detaining civilian foreign nationals, and urges their captors to
rel ease them i medi ately

20. Calls upon the Afghan parties to treat all suspects and convicted
or detained persons in accordance with relevant international instrunents;

21. Appeals to Menber States and to the international community to
provi de on a non-discrimnatory basis adequate humani tari an assistance to the
peopl e of Afghanistan and to the Afghan refugees in the neighbouring
countries;

22. Encourages the United Nations Special Envoy to Afghanistan to
exert efforts to ensure a gender perspective in the selection of his staff, in
order to enhance the role of wonen in preventive diplomacy, peace-making and
peace- keepi ng;

23. Urges the Afghan parties to continue to extend their ful
cooperation to the Commi ssion on Hurman Rights and its Special Rapporteur, and
to facilitate access to all sectors of society;

24. Decides to extend the mandate of the Special Rapporteur for one

year, and requests the Special Rapporteur to report on the situation of human
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rights in Afghanistan to the Conm ssion at its fifty-fourth session and to
consider submitting a report to the General Assenbly at its fifty-second
sessi on;

25. Requests the Secretary-General to give all necessary assistance to
t he Speci al Rapporteur;

26. Requests the High Comm ssioner for Human Rights to ensure a human
rights presence in the context of the United Nations activities in Afghanistan
in order to provide professional advice to all the Afghan parties, as well as
to the intergovernnental and non-governnental organizations active in the
field,;

27. Decides to continue its consideration of the human rights
situation in Afghanistan, as a matter of high priority, under the agenda item
entitled “Question of the violation of human rights and fundanental freedons
in any part of the world, with particular reference to colonial and other

dependent countries and territories”

67th nmeeting

16 April 1997

[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. X ]

1997/66. Situation of human rights in Rwanda

The Commi ssion on Hunan Ri ghts,

Quided by the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights, the Convention on the Prevention and Punishnent of the Crine
of Genoci de and ot her applicable human rights and humani tari an | aw st andards,

Recalling its resolutions S-3/1 of 25 May 1994, 1995/91 of 8 March 1995
and 1996/76 of 23 April 1996

Wel coming the comm tments of the Governnment of Rwanda to protect and
pronmote respect for human rights and fundanental freedons as well as to
elimnate inpunity,

Noting the massive return to the country from Zaire and the
United Republic of Tanzania of over 1 million Rwandan refugees who left the
country in 1994,

Taking note with concern of the report of the Special Rapporteur
(E/CN. 4/ 1997/ 61) and the report of the Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts on
the activities of the Human Rights Field Operation in Rwanda (E/ CN. 4/1997/52)

concerning violations of human rights and fundamental freedons in Rwanda,
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Reaffirm ng that the protection and pronotion of human rights are
necessary for sustaining the process of national reconstruction and
reconciliation in Rwanda,

Wl coming the restructuring of the judicial systemand the start of
prosecuti on of those suspected of having committed the crinme of genocide and
t he massacres in Rwanda,

1. Takes note of the reports of the Special Rapporteur on the
situation of human rights in Rwanda and the United Nations Hi gh Commi ssioner
for Human Rights on the activities of the Human Rights Field Operation in
Rwanda;

2. Reiterates its strong condemnati on of the crinme of genocide,

crinmes against humanity and all other violations of human rights which were
perpetrated i n Rnanda, and expresses its concern at the continuation of human

rights violations in Rwanda;

3. Remai ns _deeply concerned at the continued suffering experienced by
the survivors of the genocide and the massacres, especially the nost
vul nerabl e persons, and urges the Covernnment of Rwanda and the internationa
comunity to provide themw th the necessary assi stance;

4, Reaffirms that all persons who comm tted or authorized acts of
genoci de or other grave violations of international humanitarian | aw and those
who are responsible for grave violations of human rights are individually
responsi bl e and accountabl e for those violations;

5. Calls upon the Government of Rwanda to investigate with vigour
and where possible to prosecute and puni sh, cases of rape and ot her sexua
vi ol ence that occurred during and after the genocide, and to take steps to
facilitate the participation of women, particularly genocide survivors and
recent returnees, in all phases of social and econom c reconstruction, with
particular attention to matters concerning ownership of property;

6. Al so calls upon the Governnment of Rwanda to extend an invitation

to the Special Rapporteur on viol ence against wonen to visit Rwanda, for the
pur pose of studying the issue of sexual violence, its consequences and its
relati onship to the ongoing work of the International Crimnal Tribunal for
Rwanda as well as of national tribunals;

7. Wel conmes the start of the trial of those suspected of the crinme of
genoci de and crinmes agai nst humanity in Rwanda, remains concerned at the

condi tions under which the first genocide trials have been conducted,
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especially with respect to |l egal representation, and encourages the Governnent
of Rwanda to renew its conmtment and its efforts to guarantee fair trials in

accordance with internationally agreed standards and principles;

8. Expresses its concern with respect to conditions of detention
which are not in conformty with international standards, appeals to the
Government of Rwanda to take further action to inprove these conditions and
urges the international community to assist the Governnent of Rwanda in that
field;

9. Appeals to the international conmunity to contribute further
financial and technical support to the Governnent of Rwanda for the
strengthening of Rwanda's judicial systemand for the reconstruction of human
rights infrastructure;

10. Encourages the efforts of the Governnent of Rwanda to reconstruct
a State based on the guarantee of respect for human rights and fundanenta
freedons in accordance with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and
ot her relevant international instrunents;

11. Expresses its grave concern at the deterioration in the human

rights situation in Rwanda since the beginning of January 1997, in particular
the increase in the killing of and attacks agai nst genoci de survivors and

wi t nesses by nenbers of the former Forces Arnmées Rwandai ses, |nterahamwe
mlitia or other insurgents, and the killing of unarned civilians by sone

el enments of the security forces;

12. Notes the comm tment of the CGovernnent of Rwanda to investigate
extrajudicial executions committed by sone nmenbers of the security forces, and
call s upon the conmpetent national authorities to conduct these investigations
pronmptly and with all due rigour

13. Condemms in the strongest ternms any acts of viol ence or

intimdation against the staff of the United Nations or any other
i nternational staff serving in Rwanda, especially the assassination of five
human rights observers - one Canbodi an, one United Kingdom and t hree Rwandan
nationals - that of three Spanish nenbers of Midecins du nonde and that of a
Canadi an national, and pays tribute to their nmenory;

14. Appeal s to the CGovernnent of Rwanda to continue to ensure the
security of United Nations staff, humanitarian personnel and all individuals

serving in the country;
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15. Expresses its satisfaction at the wel cone extended by the

Governnment of Rwanda to the Rwandan refugees who left the country in 1994 upon
their massive return in Novenber 1996, and calls upon the Governnent of Rwanda
to guarantee their safety and right to property;

16. Calls upon States, United Nations bodies and agenci es and ot her
i nternational organizations to intensify their efforts to contribute further
financial and technical support to the efforts of the Governnent of Rwanda
aimed at the resettlement of all the refugees and survivors of the 1994
genoci de and massacres, as well as the inplementation of the nationa
reconstruction and resettl ement progranme;

17. Reaffirms the inportance of the continuation of the Human Ri ghts
Field Operation in Rwanda, wel comes the cooperation the Governnment of Rwanda
has conti nuously extended to it and calls upon the Government of Rwanda to
ensure the security and safety of the staff of the Operation and access for
that staff throughout Rwanda;

18. Reiterates its requests that all States concerned cooperate fully

with the International Crimnal Tribunal for Rwanda and to ensure that al
those guilty of the crinme of genocide, crinmes against humanity and ot her grave
violations of human rights conmtted in Rwanda are brought to justice in
accordance with international principles of due process;

19. Expresses its appreciation for the work the Special Rapporteur has

carried out in the past three years in the fulfilnment of his mandate;

20. Requests the Chairman of the Comm ssion to appoint a special
representative with the mandate to make recomendati ons on how to inprove the
human rights situation in Rwvanda, to facilitate the creation and effective
functioning of an independent national human rights conm ssion in Rwanda, and
further to make recommendati ons on situations in which technical assistance to
the Governnent of Rwanda in the field of human rights may be appropriate

21. Requests the special representative to report to the
General Assenbly at its fifty-second session and to the Comm ssion on Human
Rights at its fifty-fourth session in accordance with his nandate;

22. Requests the Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Rights to continue to
report regularly on the activities and findings of the Human Rights Field
Operation in Rwanda, and to nake those reports widely and pronptly avail able

to both the Conm ssion on Human Rights and the General Assenbly;
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23. Calls upon all States to respond to the appeal of the
United Nations Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Rights to contribute urgently to
the costs of the Human Rights Field Operation in Rwvanda, and to work for
| asting solutions to the problemof its financing including through the
regul ar budget of the United Nations;

24. Requests the United Nations Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights to
submt a report on the inplenmentation of the present resolution, under agenda
item 10, to the Commi ssion on Human Rights at its fifty-fourth session and to

the General Assenbly at its fifty-second session

67th nmeeting

16 April 1997

[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. X ]

1997/67. Situation of human rights in Equatorial Guinea and
assistance in the field of human rights

The Commi ssion on Hunan Ri ghts,

Recalling its resolution 1996/ 66 of 23 April 1996

Qui ded by the principles enbodied in the Charter of the United Nations,
the Uni versal Declaration of Human Ri ghts and the Internati onal Covenants on
Human Ri ghts,

Reaffirm ng that all States have the obligation to pronpte and protect
human rights and fundanental freedonms and to fulfil the obligations they have
undertaken under the various international instruments in this field,

Bearing in mnd that since the adoption by the Econonic and Soci al
Council of its decision 1993/277 of 28 July 1993 and the appoi nt ment of

M. Al ejandro Artuci o as Special Rapporteur of the Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts,
t he Government of Equatorial Cuinea has received the advisory services of the
Speci al Rapporteur and the Centre for Human Ri ghts, and the Special Rapporteur
has observed progress in the field of human rights and fundanental freedons,
as indicated in his reports (E/ CN. 4/1996/67 and E/ CN. 4/ 1997/ 54),

Taking note of the observation of the Special Rapporteur contained in
his | atest report that the Government of Equatorial Guinea is a party to the
I nternational Covenant on Econonic, Social and Cultural Rights, the
I nternational Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the Optional Protoco
thereto, as well as to the Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forns of
Di scrim nati on agai nst Wonen, and his observations that there is politica
will on the part of the authorities and that efforts nade in this regard have

led to progress in the situation of human rights and fundanental freedons,
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Consci ous that some progress has been nade in the field of human rights
and fundanental freedons in Equatorial Guinea,

Noting with concern the conti nued exi stence of deficiencies or

conditions that |lead to violations and abuses of human rights, including the
i mpunity enjoyed by some State officials who have perpetrated or instigated
human rights violations, the failure to provide for an independent judiciary,
t he excessive encroachnent of military jurisdiction into crimnal matters, the
insufficient publicity given to | aws and governnment acts, the continued, if
| ess blatant, repression of dissidents and opponents of the Government, the
exi stence, albeit on a | esser scale, of torture and ill-treatnent of
prisoners, limtations, also on a declining scale, on the exercise of the
right of assenbly and other political rights, discrimnation against persons
bel onging to distinct ethnic groups, and failure to conplete procedures that
woul d al |l ow | egal recognition of non-governnental organizations,

Encour agi ng the Governnent, the political parties and governmental and
non- gover nnental organi zations to continue their efforts in pronoting and
protecting human rights and fundanmental freedons,

Noting with satisfaction that in January 1997 the Governnent and the

political parties of the opposition resuned political dialogue to revise the

Nat i onal Pact concluded in 1993,

1. Expresses its thanks to the Special Rapporteur for his report
(E/CN. 4/ 1997/ 54) and wel cones his report and the atnosphere of understanding,
assi stance and cordiality which the authorities of Equatorial Guinea provided
hi m during his m ssion

2. Expresses its appreciation of the efforts of the Governnent of

Equat ori al Guinea in welcom ng the advisory and the techni cal assistance,
which has led to sone progress in the field of human rights and fundanenta
freedons in Equatorial Cuinea;

3. Notes with interest that the continuity of the process of

denocratization in Equatorial Cuinea has |ed the Government and the politica
parties of the opposition to resume their political dialogue in order to
revise the National Pact concluded in 1993;

4, Invites the Governnment, in anticipation of the |egislative
el ections for the entire House of Representatives of the People, to be held in

1998, to take all the necessary neasures to guarantee transparency and respect
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for the electoral lawin force in Equatorial Guinea in order to facilitate the
free participation of all political parties in the electoral process and, for
this purpose, to continue the dialogue with all political parties, which may
contribute to the advancenent of the process of denocratization

5. Also invites the Governnent to reformthe electoral legislation in

accordance with the recommendati ons of the United Nations el ectoral adviser
and those of the Special Rapporteur contained in his report;

6. Encour ages the Governnent to pay particular attention to the
enj oyment of econonic, social and cultural rights;

7. Al so _encourages the Governnment to continue the positive efforts it

has al ready undertaken to put an end to the relegation of wonmen to an inferior
position and discrimnmination against them and to extend their effective
participation in the educational, professional, social and political spheres;

8. Furt her encourages the Government to inplenent the recomrendations

made by the Special Rapporteur, inter alia with respect to:

(a) The periodic and regular publication of |aws, decrees and
governnment al acts;

(b) Accession to the Convention against Torture and other Cruel
I nhuman or Degradi ng Treatnment or Punishnment and to the Internationa
Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forns of Racial Discrimnation

(c) The adoption of |egislative and admi nistrative neasures to
guarantee the full independence and inpartiality of the judiciary, to ensure
due process of law and the enforcenment by the security forces of judicia
decisions and to put into effective operation the renedy of habeas corpus;

(d) The Iimtation of the jurisdiction of military courts to trying
strictly mlitary offences commtted by mlitary personnel

(e) The transm ssion of precise instructions to the forces of order
and security against arbitrary arrests and for respect of the right of the
i ndi vidual to security, integrity and freedomand to put an end to the
intimdation and harassnent of political party activities and of citizens in
gener al

(f) The imedi ate term nation of all acts of torture and cruel
i nhuman or degradi ng treatnent or punishnent and the inposition of crimna
and disciplinary penalties for those responsible for such human rights

vi ol ati ons;



E/ CN. 4/ 1997/ L. 11/ Add. 6
page 31

(9) The dismantling of police and mlitary checkpoints responsible for
such human rights violations;

(h) The term nation of the inpunity of those responsible in various
ways for human rights viol ations;

(i) Opposition to any sign or synptom of discrimnation against ethnic
mnorities;

9. Wel cones the inprovenent in the conditions of prisoners and
det ai nees introduced by the authorities, and requests that these efforts
continue in accordance with the Special Rapporteur's reconmendati ons;

10. Requests the United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for Human
Ri ghts/ Centre for Human Rights to establish a technical cooperation programre
for strengthening the national capacities of Equatorial Guinea in the field of
human ri ghts;

11. Requests the Centre for Human Rights and the Special Rapporteur to
continue their technical assistance projects in partnership with the
Government of Equatorial Guinea, in cooperation with the United Nations
Devel opnent Progranmme and ot her United Nations agencies working in the field
of human rights;

12. Decides to renew the nmandate of the Special Rapporteur for one
year;

13. Requests the Secretary-General to provide the Special Rapporteur
with all the assistance necessary for the discharge of his mandate;

14. Requests the Special Rapporteur to report to the Comrission at its
fifty-fourth session;

15. Decides to consider the question at its fifty-fourth session under
the agenda itementitled “Question of the violation of human rights and
fundamental freedons in any part of the world, with particular reference to
col oni al and ot her dependent countries and territories”

67th neeting

16 April 1997
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. X ]

1997/68. Report of the United Nations Hi gh Conni ssi oner
for Human Ri ghts

The Commi ssion on Hunan Ri ghts,

Recal | i ng General Assenbly resolution 48/ 141 of 20 Decenber 1993,
establishing the mandate of the United Nations Hi gh Conmm ssioner for Human

Ri ghts for the pronotion and protection of all human rights,
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Reaffirmng its conmtnment to the Vienna Declaration and Programre of
Action adopted by the World Conference on Human Ri ghts, held at Vienna from 14
to 25 June 1993,

Recalling its resolution 1996/78 of 23 April 1996 in which it requested
the Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights to continue to report to the Conm ssion
about the neasures taken and the progress made in the inplenentation of the
Vi enna Decl arati on and Programre of Action,

Noting the decisive and inportant role played by the United Nati ons High
Conmi ssi oner for Human Rights, in accordance with General Assenbly
resol ution 48/ 141, in order to renove the obstacles and nmeet the challenges in
the promotion of all human rights and in preventing persistent violations of
human rights around the world, as reflected in the Vienna Declaration and
Programe of Action,

Havi ng exami ned the report of the United Nations Hi gh Comm ssioner for
Human Rights (E/ CN.4/1997/98 and Add. 1),

1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the United Nations

Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Rights, entitled “Building a partnership for human
rights” (E/ CN.4/1997/98 and Add.1);

2. Thanks the Hi gh Conmi ssioner for Human Rights for his efforts in
strengthening the United Nations activities in the field of human rights, in
spite of the prevailing financial constraints;

3. Recogni zes the efforts of the H gh Conmi ssioner in enhancing the
Centre for Human Rights and in endowing it with an adequate adm nistrative
structure, which allows it to put into practice the pronmotion and protection
of all human rights and fundanental freedons;

4, Recogni zes the inportance of continuing to support the High
Conmi ssioner/Centre for Human Rights in its activities, taking into account
that the duplication of its functions nust be avoi ded because they constitute
an integral part of the United Nations for the pronotion and protection of al
human ri ghts;

5. Expresses its satisfaction at the constructive nmanner in which the

United Nations Hi gh Conmi ssioner for Human Ri ghts has carried out his
functions;

6. Decides to continue the consideration of this question at its
fifty-fourth session under the sane agenda item

67th nmeeting

16 April 1997

[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. XXII.]
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1997/ 69. Conprehensive inplenentation of and followup to
the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action

The Commi ssion on Hunan Ri ghts,

Recal | i ng General Assenbly resolution 48/ 121 of 20 Decenber 1993,
in which the Assenbly endorsed the Vienna Declaration and Programme of
Action, adopted by the Wirld Conference on Human Rights, as well as its
resol ution 1994/95 of 9 March 1994, in which the Conm ssion decided to review
annual ly the progress towards the full inplenentation of the reconmendati ons
contained in the Vienna Declaration and Progranme of Action

Considering that the pronotion of universal respect for and observance
of human rights and fundanmental freedons is one of the basic purposes of the
Charter of the United Nations and one of the main priorities of the
or gani zati on,

Recalling Part 11, paragraph 100, of the Vienna Declaration and
Programe of Action, in which the Wrld Conference on Human Ri ghts requested
the Secretary-Ceneral to invite, on the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary
of the Universal Declaration of Hunman Rights, all States and all organs and
agencies of the United Nations systemrelated to human rights to report to him
on the progress made in the inplenentation of the Vienna Declaration and
Programme of Action and to submit a report to the General Assenmbly at its
fifty-third session, through the Conm ssion on Human Rights and the Econom c

and Soci al Council

Recalling also that regional and, as appropriate, national human rights
institutions, as well as non-governnmental organizations, my present their
views to the Secretary-General on the progress made in the inplenentation of
the Vi enna Decl aration and Programre of Action, and that special attention
shoul d be paid to assessing the progress towards the goal of universa
ratification of international human rights treaties and protocols adopted
within the framework of the United Nations,

Recogni zi ng that the interdependence of denocracy, devel opment and
respect for human rights, as stated in the Vienna Declaration and Programme of
Action, requires a conprehensive and integrated approach to the pronotion and
protection of human rights and that adequate inter-agency cooperation and
coordi nation are essential in order to ensure such a fully integrated approach

t hr oughout the United Nations system
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Noting that the Hi gh Conm ssioner for Human Ri ghts has established a
per manent di al ogue with the United Nations programes and agenci es whose
activities deal with human rights in order to maintain systemati c exchanges of
i nformati on, experience and experti se,

Wel coming the fact that the call of the World Conference on Human Ri ghts
for a United Nations system w de approach to human rights issues has been
reflected in the reconmmendati ons of major international conferences organized
by the United Nations in the econom c, social and related fields,

Noti ng the ongoing efforts to ensure a coordinated followup to major
i nternational conferences in the econonic, social and related fields,

Recal |l ing that each year the Economi c and Social Council shall carry
out, within the framework of its coordination segnent, a review of
cross-cutting themes common to major international conferences and/or
contribute to an overall review of the inplenentation of the programme of
action of a United Nations conference, in accordance with agreed
concl usions 1995/1 of the Econonmic and Social Council,

Recalling its resolution 1996/78 of 23 April 1996, as well as Econonic
and Soci al Council decision 1996/283 of 24 July 1996,

Havi ng considered the report of the Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Ri ghts
(E/CN. 4/1997/98 and Add. 1), in particular chapter VIII, entitled “1998 - Human
Ri ghts Year”,

1. Reaffirms the inportance of the promption of universal respect
for, and observance and protection of, all human rights and fundanenta
freedons in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, as expressed in
the Vi enna Decl aration and Progranmme of Action

2. Recogni zes that the international comrunity shoul d devise ways
and neans to renove current obstacles and neet the challenges to the ful
realization of all human rights and to prevent the continuation of human
rights violations resulting therefromthroughout the world;

3. Calls upon all States to take further action with a viewto the
full realization of all human rights in the light of the recomendati ons of
t he Conference;

4, Urges all States to continue to give w despread publicity to the
Vi enna Decl aration and Progranme of Action, in particular in the context of

the public information and human rights education activities for the fiftieth
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anni versary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, including through
trai ning programes, human rights education and public information, in order
to pronote increased awareness of human rights and fundanmental freedons;

5. Calls upon all special representatives, special rapporteurs,

i ndependent experts and thematic working groups of the Comm ssion to take
fully into account the reconmendations contained in the Vienna Declaration and
Programme of Action within their respective nandates;

6. Requests the Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Ri ghts, the
CGeneral Assenbly and ot her organs and bodies of the United Nations system
related to human rights to take further action with a viewto the ful
i mpl enentation of all the recommendati ons of the Conference;

7. Requests the Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Rights to continue to
coordi nate the human rights pronotion and protection activities throughout
the United Nations system as set out in General Assenbly resolution 48/141,

i ncludi ng through a permanent dial ogue with the United Nations agenci es and
programes whose activities deal with human rights;

8. Invites the Adm nistrative Conmttee on Coordination to continue
to discuss the inplications of the Vienna Declaration and Programme of
Action for the United Nations system wth the participation of the High
Conmi ssioner, in particular in the context of the preparations for the
1998 five-year review,

9. Takes note of the intention of the Hi gh Conmmi ssioner to invite al
States and all organs and agencies of the United Nations systemrelated to
human rights to carry out a thorough evaluation of the inplenentation of the
Vi enna Decl arati on and Progranme of Action, as part of the five-year review
foreseen in Part 11, paragraph 100, of the Vienna Declaration and Progranme of
Acti on;

10. Calls upon all States to contribute actively to the preparations
of the 1998 five-year review,

11. Wl conmes the inter-agency coordination of the H gh Commi ssioner
with all United Nations programes and agenci es whose activities deal with
human rights for the preparations of the 1998 five-year review, and calls upon
themto contribute actively to this process;

12. Encour ages regi onal and national human rights institutions as well
as non-governnental organizations to present, on this occasion, their views on
the progress nmade in the inplenmentation of the Vienna Decl aration and

Programe of Action;
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13. Wl cones and supports Econom ¢ and Soci al Counci
deci sion 1996/ 283 of 24 July 1996, in which the Council endorsed the

recommendati on of the Comm ssion to consider devoting the coordination
segnment at its substantive session of 1998 to the question of the coordinated
followup to, and inplementation of, the Vienna Declaration and Progranme
of Action as part of the 1998 five-year review foreseen in Part 11,
par agraph 100, of the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action

14. Requests the Hi gh Commi ssioner to continue to report on the
nmeasures taken and the progress achieved in the conprehensive inplenmentation
of the Vienna Declaration and Progranme of Action, in particular concerning
the 1998 five-year review,

15. Decides to consider this question at its fifty-fourth session
under the agenda itementitled “Followup to the Wrld Conference on Human
Ri ghts”.

67th neeting

16 April 1997

[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. XXII.]

1997/ 70. CQuestion of a draft declaration on the right and
responsibility of individuals, groups and organs
of society to pronote and protect universally
recogni zed human rights and fundanental freedons

The Commi ssion on Hunan Ri ghts,

Recalling its decision 1984/116 of 16 March 1984, by which it
establ i shed an open-ended working group to draft a declaration on the right
and responsibility of individuals, groups and organs of society to pronote

and protect universally recognized human rights and fundanental freedons,

Recalling also its subsequent resolutions, in particular
resol ution 1996/81 of 23 April 1996, in which it authorized further neetings
of the working group

Recalling further that the Wrld Conference on Human Ri ghts recomended

speedy conpl eting and adoption of the draft declaration
Conscious of the inportance of taking into account the opinions of all
interested States and intergovernnental and non-governmental organizations

before finalizing the draft declaration

Consci ous also of the inportance of the adoption of the draft
declaration in the context of the fiftieth anniversary of the Universa

Decl arati on of Human Ri ghts,



E/ CN. 4/ 1997/ L. 11/ Add. 6

page 37
1. Takes note of the report of the working group (E/ CN. 4/1997/92);
2. Urges the working group, without prejudice to the inportance of

wor ki ng towards consensus, to conplete its task pronptly and submit the draft
declaration to the Comm ssion

3. Decides to continue its work with a view to adopting the draft
declaration at its fifty-fourth session

4, Al so decides to make avail able an appropriate neeting tine for the

wor ki ng group prior to and during the fifty-fourth session of the Comm ssion
5. Recommends the followi ng draft resolution to the Econom ¢ and
Soci al Council for adoption;

“The Econom ¢ and Soci al Counci |l

Taki ng note of Commission on Human Ri ghts resol ution 1997/ 70 of
16 April 1997,

1. Aut hori zes the open-ended working group of the Comm ssion on
Human Rights to neet for a period of eight working days prior to the
fifty-fourth session of the Conmi ssion in order to finalize its
el aboration of a draft declaration on the right and responsibility of
i ndi vi dual s, groups and organs of society to pronote and protect
uni versal ly recogni zed hurman rights and fundanental freedons;

2. Requests the Secretary-General to extend all necessary
facilities, within existing United Nations resources, to the working

group for its neetings.”

67th nmeeting

16 April 1997

[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. XX ]

1997/ 71. Hunman rights and bioethics

The Commi ssion on Hunan Ri ghts,

Recalling that, according to the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts,
recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights of
all menbers of the human famly is the foundation of freedom justice and
peace in the world,

Recalling also the ideal of free human beings enjoying freedom from fear

and want, as recogni zed by the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts and the
I nternational Covenants on Hunan Ri ghts,

Seeking to preserve the dignity and integrity of the human being,
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Recalling the right of everyone, as recognized by the Internationa
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, to enjoy the benefits of
scientific progress and its applications,

Convinced, in accordance with the International Covenant on Econonic
Social and Cultural Rights, of the benefits to be derived fromthe
encour agenent and devel opment of international contacts and cooperation in the
scientific field,

Recalling the provisions of the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights, whereby no one shall be subjected without his free consent
to nmedical or scientific experinmentation

Recalling also the Principles of Medical Ethics relevant to the role of

heal th personnel, particularly physicians, in the protection of prisoners and
det ai nees against torture and other cruel, inhuman or degradi ng treatnent or
puni shiment, adopted by the General Assenbly in its resolution 37/194 of

18 Decenber 1982

Enphasi zi ng that, under the Convention on the Rights of the Child,
States are obliged to protect children against any form of violence,

Aware of the rapid devel opnment of the life sciences and the dangers that
certain practices may pose to the integrity and dignity of the individual

Seeking to ensure that scientific progress benefits individuals and
devel ops in a manner respectful of fundamental human rights,

Recalling in this connection its resolutions 1991/45 of 5 March 1991 and
1993/91 of 10 March 1993,

Referring to decision 1994/108 of 19 August 1994 of the Sub- Commi ssion
on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities regarding this
guesti on,

Recogni zing in this regard the need for international cooperation in
order to ensure that mankind as a whole benefits fromthe life sciences and to
prevent them from being used for any purpose other than the good of mankind,

Taking note of the adoption by the Council of Mnisters of the Counci
of Europe, on 19 November 1996, of the Convention for the Protection of Human
Ri ghts and Dignity of the Human Being with regard to the Application of
Bi ol ogy and Bi onedi ci ne,

Taking note of the draft international declaration on the human genomne
and the protection of human rights, currently being prepared by the

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, which is
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i ntended to establish the principle of the fundanental unity of all menbers of
the human family and to ensure recognition of the dignity inherent in each of
them in the light of scientific and technol ogi cal devel opnments in the areas
of biology and genetics,

Convi nced of the need to develop a life sciences ethic at the nationa
and international |evels,

1. Takes note with satisfaction of the report of the
Secretary-Ceneral (E/ CN. 4/1995/74);

2. Invites Governments, the specialized agencies and ot her
organi zations of the United Nations system in particular the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization and the Wrld Health
Organi zation, and other intergovernnental, particularly regional
organi zati ons and non-governnental organizations to informthe
Secretary-Ceneral of activities being carried out to ensure that the life
sci ences develop in a manner respectful of human rights and beneficial to
humanity as a whol e;

3. Also invites Governnents to informthe Secretary-Ceneral of

| egi sl ative or other neasures taken to this end;

4, Draws the attention of Governments both to the inportance of

research on the human genone and its applications for the inprovenent of the
heal th of individuals and mankind as a whole and to the need to safeguard the
rights of the individual and his dignity as well as his identity and unity,
and to the need to protect the confidentiality of genetic data concerning a
named person;

5. Invites Governments to consider establishing independent,
mul tidisciplinary and pluralist comrittees of ethics to assess, notably in
conjunction with the International Bioethics Committee of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, the ethical, social and
human questions raised by the bionedical research undergone by human bei ngs
and, in particular, research relating to the human genone and its
applications; it also invites themto informthe Secretary-General of the
establ i shment of any such bodies, with a view to pronoting exchanges of
experi ence between such institutions;

6. Requests the Sub-Conmi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and

Protection of Mnorities, under the agenda item “Human rights and scientific
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and technol ogi cal devel opnments”, to consider ways of ensuring that the life
sci ences develop in a manner fully respectful of human rights and beneficia
to humanity as a whole and to meke reconmendations to that effect;
7. Requests the Secretary-General to prepare a report on the basis of
t hese contributions for consideration by the Comm ssion at its fifty-fifth
sessi on.
67th neeting

16 April 1997
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. XI.]

1997/ 72. Right to devel opnent

The Commi ssion on Hunan Ri ghts,

Quided by the Charter of the United Nations, expressing in particular
the determ nation to pronote social progress and better standards of life in
| arger freedomas well as to enploy international nechanisns for the pronotion
of the econom ¢ and soci al advancenent of all peoples,

Recalling that the Declaration on the Ri ght to Devel opnent adopted by
the General Assenbly in its resolution 41/128 of 4 Decenber 1986 confirnmed
that the right to devel opnent is an inalienable human right and that equality
of opportunity for devel opnent is a prerogative both of nations and of
i ndi vi dual s, who nake up nations,

Noting that the World Conference on Human Rights reaffirmed the right to
devel opnent as a universal and inalienable right and an integral part of al
fundamental human rights,

Noting also that the human person is the central subject of devel opnent
and that devel opnent policy should therefore make the human being the main
partici pant and beneficiary of devel opnent,

Enphasi zi ng that all human rights are universal, indivisible and
i nterdependent and interrelated; the international community nust treat human
rights globally in a fair and equal manner, on the sane footing, and with the
same enphasis; while the significance of national and regional particularities
and various historical, cultural and religious backgrounds nust be borne in
mnd, it is the duty of States, regardless of their political, econom c and
cultural systens, to pronote and protect all human rights and fundanenta

freedons,
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Underlining the fact that realization of the right to devel opnent
requires effective devel opnent policies at the national level, as well as
equi tabl e econom c rel ations and a favourable econom c environnment at the
i nternational |evel

Underlining also that the inplementation of the Declaration on the Right

to Devel opnent requires effective devel opnent policies and support at the

i nternational |evel through the effective contribution of States, organs and
organi zations of the United Nations systems and of non-governnental

organi zations active in this field,

Recalling its resolution 1996/15 of 11 April 1996, in which it decided
to establish an intergovernnmental group of experts with a nmandate to el aborate
a strategy for the inplenentation and pronotion of the right to devel opment,
and Ceneral Assenbly resolution 51/99 of 12 Decenber 1996,

Recogni zi ng that States have the primary responsibility for the creation
of national and international conditions favourable to the realization of the
right to devel opnent and that the realization of the right to devel opment
requires full respect for the principles of international |aw concerning
friendly relations and cooperation anmong States in accordance with the Charter
of the United Nations,

Recalling the need for coordination and cooperation throughout the
United Nations systemfor a nore effective pronotion and realization of the
right to devel opnent,

Underlining the inportant role of the H gh Conm ssioner for Human Ri ghts
in the pronmotion and protection of the right to devel opnent, as mandated in
paragraph 4 (c) of General Assenbly resolution 48/ 141,

Recogni zi ng the need for the Intergovernnental G oup of Experts to
inmplenment its mandate in all its aspects,

Taking into account the conclusions reached by the Intergovernnental

Group of Experts on international and national aspects of the right to
devel opnent,

Noting with concern that the Declaration on the Ri ght to Devel opnent is

insufficiently dissem nated and should be taken into account, as appropriate,
in bilateral and nultilateral cooperation progranmes and nati onal devel opnent

strategi es and policies and activities of international organizations,
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Affirms the need to apply a gender perspective in the inplenmentation of
the right to developnent, inter alia by ensuring that wonen play an active
role in the devel opnent process,

1. Reaffirms the inportance of the right to devel opnent for every
human person and all peoples in all countries, in particular the devel oping

countries, as an integral part of their fundamental human rights;

2. Recogni zes that the Declaration on the Right to Devel opnent
constitutes an integral |ink between the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts

and the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action through its el aboration of
a holistic vision integrating econom c, social and cultural rights with civi
and political rights;

3. Urges all States to elimnate all obstacles to devel opment at al
| evel s, by pursuing the pronotion and protection of econom c, social
cultural, civil and political rights and by inplenenting conprehensive
devel opnent programmes at the national |evel, integrating these rights into
devel opnent activities, and by pronoting effective international cooperation

4, Al so urges all States to further pronote the right to devel opnment
as a vital elenment in a bal anced human rights programe;

5. Requests the Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights to:

(a) Exam ne ways and neans to provide the Declaration on the Right to
Devel opnment with a profile commensurate with its inportance

(b) Di ssemi nate the present resolution to all Governnents,

i ntergovernmental organi zati ons, non-governnmental organization, menbers of
treaty bodies and academic institutions, inviting views on ways and neans as
speci fied in subparagraph (a) above, including the Declaration's relationship
with inportant human rights instrunments, such as those constituting the
International Bill of Human Ri ghts;

6. Reaffirms the need for States to cooperate with a viewto
pronoti ng, encouragi ng and strengtheni ng universal respect for and observance
of all human rights and fundamental freedons for all, w thout any distinction
as to race, sex, language or religion

7. Calls upon the H gh Comm ssioner to continue to accord priority to
the right to devel opnent and provi de comrensurate support in terms of staff,

services and resources for its programmtic followup, within his nandate
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8. Requests the High Commi ssioner to ensure w despread di ssem nation
and pronotion of the Declaration on the Right to Devel opment, in close
cooperation with States and intergovernnmental organi zations, nationa
institutions, acadenia and interested non-governnental organizations
wor |l dwi de, inter alia through workshops and sem nars;

9. Recommends that activities being organized as part of the
celebration of the fiftieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human
Ri ghts should, inter alia, project the role and inportance of the right to
devel opnent ;

10. Invites the H gh Comm ssioner to continue to consult regularly, on
a formal or informal basis, with all States on the followup to the
Decl aration on the Right to Devel opment and to request themto informthe
Hi gh Commi ssioner of their efforts to inplenment the Declaration

11. Notes that the Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights has initiated a
di al ogue with the Wrld Bank with regard to the right to devel opnent, and in
this connection stresses that:

(a) Such a di al ogue should contribute to identifying the obstacles to
the full inplenentation of the Declaration on the Ri ght to Devel opnent;

(b) Such di scussions should contribute to initiatives, policies,
programmes and activities that pronote the right to devel opnent;

(c) Such di scussions should al so focus on nai nstreamnm ng a gender
perspective in the inplenentation of the Declaration on the Right to
Devel opnent regardi ng devel opi ng assi stance;

(d) And calls upon the Hi gh Commi ssioner to inform Menber States on a
regul ar basis through informal meetings on the progress of the dial ogue;

12. Wel conmes the initiative of the Hi gh Comr ssioner to organize
regi onal sem nars, and calls upon the Hi gh Commi ssioner to ensure that such
sem nars focus on all aspects of the realization of the right to devel opnent;

13. Not es the procedures adopted by the Wirking G oup of
I ntergovernnental Experts in the conduct of its work during its first session
and the report (E/CN.4/1997/22) it subnmitted to the Comm ssion on Hurman Ri ghts
at its fifty-third session and calls upon the Wrking G oup to:

(a) Encourage participation of Menber States, internationa
institutions and non-governmental organizations in its deliberations,

inter alia through a greater use of public neetings;
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(b) Continue to inplenent its mandate contained in Conm ssion on Human
Ri ghts resol ution 1996/ 15, nanely the el aboration of a strategy for the
i mpl enentati on and pronotion of the right to devel opnent as set forth in the
Decl arati on on the Right to Devel opnent;

(c) Continue to give due consideration to reconmendati ons for the
elimnation of obstacles already identified to the realization of the right to
devel opnent ;

(d) Continue to explore ways and neans for the promption of
i nternati onal cooperation, dialogue and partnership for the realization of the
right to devel opnent;

(e) G ve due consideration to the possibility of establishing a
foll ow-up nechani sm or enhancing existing ones, to the Declaration on the
Ri ght to Devel opnent;

14. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the General Assenbly
at its fifty-third session and to the Conmi ssion on Human Rights at its
fifty-fourth session a conprehensive report on the inplenmentati on of the
various provisions of the present resol ution.

67th neeting

16 April 1997
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. VI.]




