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QUESTI ON OF THE VI OLATI ON OF HUMAN RI GHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS
IN ANY PART OF THE WORLD, W TH PARTI CULAR REFERENCE TO COLONI AL
AND OTHER DEPENDENT COUNTRI ES AND TERRI TORI ES

Bel gi unt, Egypt (on behalf of the African G oup), Gernany,
Ireland, Italy, Netherlands and Spain*: draft resolution

1997/... Situation of human rights in Rwanda

The Commi ssion on Hunman Ri ghts,

Quided by the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration
of Human Ri ghts, the Convention on the Prevention and Punishnent of the Crine
of Genoci de and ot her applicable human rights and humani tari an | aw st andards,

Recalling its resolutions S-3/1 of 25 May 1994, 1995/91 of 8 March 1995
and 1996/76 of 23 April 1996

Wl coming the comm tments of the Government of Rwanda to protect and
pronmote respect for human rights and fundanental freedons as well as to
elimnate inpunity,

Noting the massive return to the country from Zaire and the
United Republic of Tanzania of over 1 million Rwandan refugees who left the

country in 1994,

* |In accordance with rule 69, paragraph 3, of the rules of procedure of
the functional commissions of the Econom c and Social Council
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Taking note with concern of the report of the Special Rapporteur
(E/CN. 4/ 1997/ 61) and the report of the Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts on
the activities of the Human Rights Field Operation in Rwanda (E/ CN. 4/1997/52)

concerning violations of human rights and fundamental freedons in Rwanda,

Reaffirm ng that the protection and pronotion of human rights are
necessary for sustaining the process of national reconstruction and
reconciliation in Rwanda,

Wel coming the restructuring of the judicial systemand the start of
prosecuti on of those suspected of having committed the crinme of genocide and
t he massacres in Rwanda,

1. Takes note of the reports of the Special Rapporteur on the
situation of human rights in Rwanda and the United Nations Hi gh Commi ssioner
for Human Rights on the activities of the Human Rights Field Operation in
Rwanda;

2. Reiterates its strong condemnati on of the crinme of genocide,
crimes against humanity and all other violations of human rights which were
perpetrated i n Rmanda, and expresses its concern at the continuation of human
rights violations in Rwanda;

3. Remai ns deeply concerned at the continued suffering experienced by

the survivors of the genocide and the massacres, especially the nost
vul nerabl e persons, and urges the Covernnment of Rwanda and the internationa
comunity to provide themw th the necessary assi stance;

4, Reaffirms that all persons who comm tted or authorized acts of
genoci de or other grave violations of international humanitarian | aw and those
who are responsible for grave violations of human rights are individually
responsi bl e and accountabl e for those violations;

5. Calls upon the Government of Rwanda to investigate wi th vigour
and where possible to prosecute and puni sh, cases of rape and ot her sexua
vi ol ence that occurred during and after the genocide, and to take steps to
facilitate the participation of women, particularly genocide survivors and
recent returnees, in all phases of social and econom c reconstruction, with
particular attention to matters concerning ownership of property;

6. Also calls upon the Governnment of Rwanda to extend an invitation

to the Special Rapporteur on viol ence against wonen to visit Rwanda, for the
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pur pose of studying the issue of sexual violence, its consequences and its
rel ati onship to the ongoing work of the International Crimnal Tribunal for
Rwanda as well as of national tribunals;

7. Wel cones the start of the trial of those suspected of the crinme of
genoci de and crinmes agai nst humanity in Rwanda, remai ns concerned at the
condi tions under which the first genocide trials have been conducted,
especially with respect to |l egal representation, and encourages the Governnent
of Rwanda to renew its commtnent and its efforts to guarantee fair trials in

accordance with internationally agreed standards and principles;

8. Expresses its concern with respect to conditions of detention
which are not in conformity with international standards, appeals to the
Government of Rwanda to take further action to inprove these conditions and
urges the international community to assist the Governnent of Rwanda in that
field;

9. Appeals to the international conmunity to contribute further
financial and technical support to the Governnent of Rwanda for the
strengthening of Rwanda's judicial systemand for the reconstruction of human
rights infrastructure;

10. Encourages the efforts of the Governnent of Rwanda to reconstruct
a State based on the guarantee of respect for human rights and fundanenta
freedons in accordance with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and
ot her relevant international instrunents;

11. Expresses its grave concern at the deterioration in the human

rights situation in Rwanda since the beginning of January 1997, in particular
the increase in the killing of and attacks agai nst genoci de survivors and

wi t nesses by nenbers of the former Forces Arnmées Rwandai ses, |nterahamwe
mlitia or other insurgents, and the killing of unarned civilians by sone

el ements of the security forces;

12. Notes the commitnment of the Governnent of Rwanda to investigate

extrajudicial executions committed by sone nmenbers of the security forces, and
call s upon the conmpetent national authorities to conduct these investigations
pronmptly and with all due rigour

13. Condemms in the strongest ternms any acts of viol ence or

intimdation against the staff of the United Nations or any other

i nternational staff serving in Rwanda, especially the assassination of five
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human rights observers - one Canbodi an, one United Kingdom and t hree Rwandan
nationals - that of three Spani sh nenbers of Midecins du nonde and that of a
Canadi an national, and pays tribute to their nenory;

14. Appeal s to the CGovernnent of Rwanda to continue to ensure the
security of United Nations staff, humanitarian personnel and all individuals
serving in the country;

15. Expresses its satisfaction at the wel cone extended by the

Governnment of Rwanda to the Rwandan refugees who left the country in 1994 upon
their massive return in Novenmber 1996, and calls upon the Governnent of Rwanda
to guarantee their safety and right to property;

16. Calls upon States, United Nations bodies and agenci es and ot her
i nternational organizations to intensify their efforts to contribute further
financial and technical support to the efforts of the Governnent of Rwanda
ainmed at the resettlement of all the refugees and survivors of the 1994
genoci de and massacres, as well as the inplementation of the nationa
reconstruction and resettl ement progranme;

17. Reaffirnms the inportance of the continuation of the Human Ri ghts
Field Operation in Rwanda, wel comes the cooperation the Governnment of Rwanda
has conti nuously extended to it and calls upon the Government of Rwanda to
ensure the security and safety of the staff of the Operation and access for
that staff throughout Rwanda;

18. Reiterates its requests that all States concerned cooperate fully

with the International Crimnal Tribunal for Rwanda and to ensure that al
those guilty of the crinme of genocide, crinmes against humanity and ot her grave
violations of human rights conmtted in Rwanda are brought to justice in
accordance with international principles of due process;

19. Expresses its appreciation for the work the Special Rapporteur has

carried out in the past three years in the fulfilnment of his nmandate;

20. Requests the Chairman of the Conmm ssion to appoint a special
representative with the mandate to make recomendati ons on how to inprove the
human rights situation in Rwvanda, to facilitate the creation and effective
functioning of an independent national human rights conm ssion in Rwanda, and
further to make recommendati ons on situations in which technical assistance to

the Governnent of Rwanda in the field of human rights may be appropriate
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21. Requests the special representative to report to the
General Assenbly at its fifty-second session and to the Commi ssion on Human
Rights at its fifty-fourth session in accordance with his nandate;

22. Requests the Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Rights to continue to
report regularly on the activities and findings of the Human Rights Field
Operation in Rwanda, and to nake those reports widely and pronptly avail able
to both the Conm ssion on Human Rights and the General Assenbly;

23. Calls upon all States to respond to the appeal of the
United Nations Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Rights to contribute urgently to
the costs of the Human Rights Field Operation in Rwvanda, and to work for
| asting solutions to the problemof its financing including through the
regul ar budget of the United Nations;

24. Requests the United Nations Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights to
submt a report on the inplenmentation of the present resolution, under agenda
item 10, to the Commi ssion on Human Rights at its fifty-fourth session and to

the General Assenbly at its fifty-second session



