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V. QUESTI ON OF THE REALI ZATION I N ALL COUNTRI ES OF THE ECONOM C, SOCI AL AND
CULTURAL RI GHTS CONTAI NED I N THE UNI VERSAL DECLARATI ON OF HUMAN RI GHTS
AND I'N THE | NTERNATI ONAL COVENANT ON ECONOM C, SOCI AL AND CULTURAL
RI GHTS, AND STUDY OF SPECI AL PROBLEMS WHI CH THE DEVELOPI NG COUNTRI ES
FACE IN THEI R EFFORTS TO ACHI EVE THESE HUMAN RI GHTS, | NCLUDI NG

(a) PROBLEMS RELATED TO THE RI GHT TO ENJOY AN ADEQUATE STANDARD OF
LI VING FORElI GN DEBT, ECONOM C ADJUSTMENT PCLI Cl ES AND THEI R
EFFECTS ON THE FULL ENJOYMENT OF HUMAN RI GHTS AND, | N PARTI CULAR
ON THE | MPLEMENTATI ON OF THE DECLARATI ON ON THE RI GHT TO
DEVEL OPMENT;

(b) THE EFFECTS OF THE EXI STI NG UNJUST | NTERNATI ONAL ECONOM C CRDER ON
THE ECONOM ES OF THE DEVELOPI NG COUNTRI ES, AND THE OBSTACLE THAT
THI S REPRESENTS FOR THE | MPLEMENTATI ON OF HUVAN RI GATS AND
FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS
1. The Commi ssion considered agenda item5 concurrently with item6
(see chap. VI) at its 13th to 18th nmeetings, from 18 to 21 March, and at
its 36th neeting, on 3 April, at its 56th neeting on 11 April, and at its
63rd meeting on 15 April 1997. 1/
2. For the documents issued under agenda item5, see annex .. to the
present report. For a list of resolutions and decisions adopted by the
Conmi ssion and statenents by the Chairman, see annex .. to the present report.
3. At the 14th neeting, on 19 March 1997, the Special Rapporteur on the
adverse effects of the illicit novenent and dunmpi ng of toxic and dangerous
products and wastes, Ms. Fatma Zohra Ksentini, introduced her report
(E/CN. 4/1997/19). At the 18th neeting, on 21 March 1997, the Specia
Rapporteur made her concl udi ng remarKks.
4, At the 16th nmeeting, on 20 March 1997, the Chairperson-Rapporteur of the
open- ended wor ki ng group on structural adjustnment programes and economi c,
social and cultural rights, Ms. Lilia Bautista, introduced the report of the
wor ki ng group (E/CN. 4/1997/20).
5. At the 17th nmeeting, on 20 March 1997, the Special Rapporteur of the
Sub- Commi ssion on the Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of
M norities on human rights and extrene poverty, M. Leandro Despouy,
i ntroduced his final report (E/ CN. 4/Sub.2/1996/13), on the understanding that
this did not create a precedent for special rapporteurs of the Sub-Comm ssion
and that there were no financial inplications.
6. In the general debate on agenda item5, statements 2/ were made by the

foll owi ng nenbers of the Conmission: Algeria (17th), Angola (18th),
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Argentina (15th), Bangladesh (16th), Bhutan (18th), Brazil (16th),

Canada (16th), Chile (16th), China (14th), Cuba (14th), Ecuador (16th),

Egypt (15th), El Salvador (18th), India (16th), Japan (14th), Ml aysia (18th),
Mexi co (15th), Nepal (16th), Netherlands (on behalf of the European

Uni on) (14th), Nicaragua (18th), Pakistan (16th), Republic of Korea (15th),
Russi an Federation (17th), South Africa (14th), Uganda (16th), Uruguay (16th),
Zi mbabwe (18th).

7. The Conmi ssion heard statenents by the observers for: Arnmenia (16th),
Costa Rica (15th), Honduras (13th), Iraqgq (16th), Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
(16th), Marshall Islands (13th), Norway (18th), Poland (16th), Swazil and
(13th), Tunisia (16th), Yenmen (14th).

8. Statements were al so made by the observers for the Food and Agriculture
Organi zation of the United Nations (16th) and the United Nations Centre for
Human Settl enents (Habitat) (13th).

9. The Conmi ssion al so heard statements by the foll ow ng non-governnenta
organi zations: African Association of Education for Devel opment (17th),

Ameri can Association of Jurists (16th), Centre Europe-Tiers Mnde (14th),
Christian Denocrat International (17th), Himal ayan Research and Cul tura
Foundation (14th), Human Ri ghts Advocates (13th), Indian Council of Education
(17th), Indigenous World Association (15th), International Association of
Denocrati c Lawers (17th), International Association of Educators for World
Peace (14th), International Educational Devel opnent, Inc. (15th),

I nternational Federation of Social Wrkers (14th), International Federation
Terre des Homres (14th), International Islanm c Federation of Student

Organi zations (18th), International Indian Treaty Council (15th),

International League for the Rights and Liberation of Peoples (17th),

I nternational Movenment ATD Fourth World (17th), International Organization for
t he Devel opnment of Freedom of Education (15th), International Progress

Organi zation (13th), Liberation (17th), Mnority R ghts Goup (13th),

Pax Christi International (17th), Pax Romana (13th), Sierra C ub Legal Defense
Fund, Inc. (15th), Transnational Radical Party (15th), United Towns Agency for
Nort h- Sout h Cooperation (joint statenent with International Association of
Educators for World Peace) (14th), War Resisters International (15th), Wnen' s
International Denocratic Federation (17th), Wwnen's International League for
Peace and Freedom (17th), World Muslim Congress (17th), World Organi zation
agai nst Torture (17th), World Peace Council (15th).
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10. Statenents in exercise of the right of reply or its equival ent were made
by the representatives of Mexico (17th) and the Philippines (17th) and by the
observers for Arnmenia (17th) and Azerbaijan (17th).

Hunman rights and unil ateral coercive neasures

11. At the 36th neeting, on 3 April 1997, the representative of Col onbia

i ntroduced draft resolution E/CN. 4/1997/L. 13, sponsored by China and Col onbi a

(on behalf of the States Menbers of the United Nations that are nmenmbers of the

Moverent of Non-Aligned Countries). Equatorial Guinea subsequently joined the

sponsors.

12. A statenent in explanation of vote before the vote was made by the

representative of the United States of Anerica

13. At the request of the representative of the United States of Anmerica,

aroll-call vote was taken on the draft resolution, which was adopted by

37 votes to 8, with 7 abstentions. The voting was as foll ows:

In favour: Al geria, Angola, Argentina, Bangl adesh, Bel arus, Benin,
Bhut an, Brazil, Cape Verde, Chile, China, Colonbia, Cuba,
Dom ni can Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Sal vador, Ethiopia,
Gabon, Guinea, India, Indonesia, Midagascar, Ml aysia,
Mexi co, Mozambi que, Nepal, N caragua, Pakistan
Phi |'i ppi nes, Russi an Federation, South Africa, Sri Lanka,
Uganda, Uruguay, Zaire, Zi nbabwe.
Agai nst : Bul gari a, Canada, Cernmany, Japan, Netherlands, Republic of

Korea, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland, United States of Anerica.

Abst ai ni ng: Austria, Czech Republic, Dennmark, France, Ireland, Italy,
UKkr ai ne.
14. For the text of the resolution as adopted, see chapter |1, section A,

resolution 1997/7.

Hunan rights and the environnent

15. At the 36th neeting, on 3 April 1997, the Comnm ssion took up

consi deration of draft decision E/CN 4/1997/L.19, sponsored by Ukraine.
Equat ori al Gui nea and Venezuel a subsequently joined the sponsor

16. The draft decision was adopted without a vote. For the text of the

deci sion as adopted, see chapter Il, section B, decision 1997/...
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The right to food

17. At the 36th neeting, on 3 April 1997, the representative of Cuba

i ntroduced draft resolution E/CN. 4/1997/L.21/Rev.1, sponsored by Angol a,
Bangl adesh, Benin, Caneroon, China, Colonbia, Cuba, Denocratic People’'s
Republ i ¢ of Korea, Donmi nican Republic, El Salvador, Ethiopia, France,
Guatemal a, Haiti, lran (lIslam c Republic of), Iraq, Ireland, Italy,
Madagascar, Mozanbi que, Nepal, N caragua, Nigeria, Pakistan, Papua New CGui nea
Portugal , Rwanda, Senegal, South Africa, Swaziland, Syrian Arab Republic,
Uganda, Viet Nam and Yenen. Algeria, Canada, Denmark, Equatorial Guinea,
Egypt, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Mozanmbi que, Nepal, Norway, Peru, the
Uni ted Republic of Tanzania and Togo subsequently joined the sponsors.
18. Statenents in explanation of vote before the vote were nade by the

representatives of Argentina and the United States of America.

19. The draft resolution was adopted without a vote. For the text of the
resol ution, as adopted, see chapter Il, section A, resolution 1997/8.
Adverse effects of the illicit novenent and dunping of toxic and dangerous

products and wastes on the enjoynent of human rights

20. At the 36th neeting, on 3 April 1997, the representative of Egypt
i ntroduced draft resolution E/CN. 4/1997/L.22 sponsored by Egypt on behal f of
the G oup of African States. Equatorial Guinea subsequently joined the
sponsors.
21. Statements in explanation of vote before the vote were made by the
representatives of Denmark, the Netherlands and the United States of Anerica.
22. At the request of the representative of the United States of America, a
roll-call vote was taken on the draft resol ution, which was adopted by 32
votes to 12, with 8 abstentions. The voting was as follows:
In favour: Al geria, Angola, Argentina, Bangl adesh, Benin, Bhutan,
Brazil, Cape Verde, Chile, China, Col onbia, Cuba, Ecuador
Egypt, El Sal vador, Ethiopia, CGabon, Guinea, India,
I ndonesi a, Madagascar, Mexico, Myzanbi que, Nepal
Ni caragua, Pakistan, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Uganda,

Uruguay, Zaire, Zi nbabwe.
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Agai nst : Austria, Canada, Denmark, France, Cermany, ltaly, Japan
Net her | ands, Russi an Federation, Ukraine, United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States
of Ameri ca.
Abst ai ni ng: Bel arus, Bul garia, Czech Republic, Dom nican Republic,
I reland, Ml aysia, Philippines, Republic of Korea.
23. At the same neeting, statenents in explanation of vote after the vote

were made by the representatives of Japan and the Phili ppines.
24. For the draft resolution as adopted, see chapter Il, section A
resolution 1997/9.

Effects on the full enjoynent of human rights on the econon c adj ust nent
policies arising fromforeign debt and, in particular, on the inplenentation
of the Declaration on the Right to Devel opnent

25. At the 36th neeting, on 3 April 1997, the representative of Cuba
i ntroduced draft resolution E/CN. 4/1997/L. 23 sponsored by Angola, Benin
Camer oon, China, Cuba, the Denocratic People’ s Republic of Korea, Egypt,
Haiti, Iran (Islam c Republic of), Iraq, Madagascar, Mbzanmbi que, Nigeri a,
Swazi |l and, the Syrian Arab Republic, Uganda, Viet Nam and Yenen.
Equat ori al Gui nea, Gabon, Ghana, the Sudan, the United Republic of Tanzania
and Zi nbabwe subsequently joined the sponsors.
26. At the request of the representative of the United Ki ngdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, a roll-call vote was taken on the draft
resol ution, which was adopted by 34 votes to 15, with 3 abstentions. The
voting was as foll ows:
In favour: Al geria, Angola, Argentina, Bangl adesh, Benin, Bhutan,
Brazil, Cape Verde, Chile, China, Colonbia, Cuba,
Dom ni can Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Sal vador, Ethiopia,
Gabon, Guinea, India, Indonesia, Midagascar, Ml aysia,
Mexi co, Mozambi que, Nepal, N caragua, Pakistan
South Africa, Sri Lanka, Uganda, Uruguay, Zaire, Zi nmbabwe.
Agai nst : Austria, Belarus, Bulgaria, Canada, Denmark, France,
Germany, lreland, Italy, Japan, Netherl ands,
Russi an Federation, Ukraine, United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of
Amer i ca.

Abst ai ni ng: Czech Republic, Philippines, Republic of Korea.
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27. At the same neeting, statenents in explanation of vote after the vote
were made by the representatives of Japan and the Philippines.

28. For the text of the resolution as adopted, see chapter |1, section A,
resol uti on 1997/ 10.

Human rights and extrene poverty

29. At the 36th nmeeting, on 3 April 1997, the representative of France

i ntroduced draft resolution E/CN. 4/1997/L. 24, sponsored by Afghanistan

Al geria, Angola, Argentina, Austria, Bangladesh, Belgium Benin, Caneroon,
Chile, Col onbia, Congo, Costa Rica, Cote d' lvoire, Cuba, Cyprus, Dennmark, the
Dom ni can Republic, Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Finland, France, Germany,
Greece, Cuatemala, Haiti, Ireland, Italy, Madagascar, Mozambi que, Nepal

Ni caragua, Papua New Gui nea, Peru, Poland, Portugal, the Russian Federation
Rwanda, San Marino, Slovakia, South Africa, Spain, Sw tzerland, Uganda and
Venezuel a. Australia, Bhutan, Brazil, Bulgaria, Cape Verde, the Czech
Republ i ¢, Ecuador, Equatorial Guinea, Honduras, Mexico, Mngolia, Mzanbique,
Norway, the Philippines, the Republic of Korea, Romania, Senegal, Sweden,
Togo, Uruguay and Ukrai ne subsequently joined the sponsors.

30. The representative of France orally revised the draft resolution by
inserting after operative paragraph 7 (e) a new sub-paragraph, which read as
foll ows:

“Submit to the Conmission at its fifty-fourth session, in
accordance with agreed conclusions 1996/ 1 of the Econom ¢ and Soci al
Council, a report, to be prepared by the Centre for Human Ri ghts and the
Division for the Advancenment of Wonen, on the obstacles encountered and
progress achieved in the field of wonen's rights relating to econonic
resources, the elimnation of poverty and econom c devel opment, in

particular for wonen living in extreme poverty;”

31. The draft resolution, as orally revised, was adopted w thout a vote.
For the text of the resolution, see chapter Il, section A, resolution 1997/11.
32. In view of the adoption of resolution 1997/11, the Conmi ssion took no

action on draft decision 3 recommended by the Sub-Comm ssion on Prevention of
Di scrimnation and Protection of Mnorities for adoption by the Comm ssion
(see E/CN. 4/1997/2-E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1996/ 41, chap. |, sect. B).

Econom c, social and cultural rights

33. At the 56th nmeeting, on 11 April 1997, the observer for Portuga
i ntroduced draft resolution E/CN. 4/1997/L. 26/ Rev.1, sponsored by Bel arus,



E/ CN. 4/ 1997/ L. 10/ Add. 5
page 8

Bel gium Bul garia, Chile, the Czech Republic, Denmark, Equatorial Guinea,

Fi nl and, France, Germany, G eece, Italy, Luxenbourg, Mudagascar, Mlta,

Mexi co, Nepal, Norway, Peru, Poland, Portugal, Romania, the Russian
Federation, Slovakia, South Africa, Spain, Switzerland, Uganda, Ukraine and
Venezuel a. Australia, Austria, Canada, Cape Verde, India, Ireland, the

Phi | i ppi nes, Sweden and Uruguay subsequently joined the sponsors.

34. A statenent in explanation of vote before the vote was made by the
representative of the United States of Anerica

35. The draft resolution was adopted wi thout a vote. For the text of the
resolution as adopted, see chapter Il, section A resolution 1997/17.

Ef fects of structural adjustnent policies on the full enjoynent of human
rights
36. At the 36th nmeeting, on 3 April 1997, the representative of the

Phi |'i ppi nes introduced draft decision E/CN. 4/1997/L.27, sponsored by the

Phi | i ppi nes. Equatorial Guinea subsequently joined the sponsor.

37. In accordance with rule 28 of the rules of procedure of the functiona

conmi ssions of the Econonic and Social Council, the attention of the

Commi ssion was drawn to the estinmated adm nistrative and progranme budget

implications 3/ of the draft decision

38. At the request of the representative of the United Ki ngdom of

Great Britain and Northern Ireland, a roll-call vote was taken on the draft

deci si on, which was adopted by 36 votes to 13, with 3 abstentions. The voting

was as foll ows:

In favour: Al geria, Angola, Argentina, Bangl adesh, Benin, Bhutan,
Brazil, Cape Verde, Chile, China, Colonbia, Cuba,
Dom ni can Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Sal vador, Ethiopia,
Gabon, Guinea, India, Indonesia, Midagascar, Ml aysia,
Mexi co, Mozambi que, Nepal, N caragua, Pakistan
Phi |'i ppi nes, Republic of Korea, South Africa, Sri Lanka,
Uganda, Uruguay, Zaire and Zi nbabwe.
Agai nst : Austria, Belarus, Bulgaria, Canada, France, Gernmany,

Italy, Japan, Netherlands, Russian Federation, UKraine,
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and
United States of Anerica.

Abst ai ni ng: Czech Republic, Denmark, Ireland.
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39. For the text of the decision as adopted, see chapter Il, section B
deci si on 1997/ ..

Human rights and incone distribution

40. At its 36th nmeeting, on 3 April 1997, the Conmi ssion considered draft

deci sion 4, recomrended by the Sub-Comr ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation
and Protection of Mnorities for adoption by the Conmm ssion (see

E/ CN. 4/ 1997/ 2- E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1996/ 41, chap. |, sect. B)

41. At the request of the representative of CGermany, consideration of the
draft deci sion was postponed.

42. At the 63rd neeting, on 15 April 1997, the proposed anendnents to draft
decision 4 by the representative of the Netherlands (on behalf of the

Eur opean Union) (E/ CN. 4/1997/L.104) were adopted wi thout a vote.

43. The draft decision, as anended, was adopted w thout a vote. For the

text of the decision as adopted, see chapter Il, section B, decision 1997/..



