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XXI'V. | NDI GENOUS | SSUES
1. The Commi ssion considered agenda item 24 at its 31st to 34th meetings,
from1l to 2 April, and at its 57th and 58th nmeetings, on 11 April 1997. 1/
2. For the documents issued under agenda item 24, see annex .. to the

present report. For a list of resolutions and decisions adopted by the

Conmi ssion, see annex .. to the present report.

3. At the 31st neeting, on 1 April 1997, the Chairperson-Rapporteur of the
wor ki ng group established in accordance with Commi ssion on Human Ri ghts

resol ution 1995/32 of 3 March 1995, M. José Urrutia, introduced the report of
t he working group (E/CN. 4/1997/102).

4, In the general debate on agenda item 24, statenments 2/ were nmade by the
followi ng menbers of the Conm ssion: Argentina (33rd), Bangladesh (32nd),
Brazil (33rd), Canada (33rd), Chile (32nd), China (32nd), Denmark (on behal f
of the Nordic Countries)(31lst), Ml aysia (32nd), Mexico (33rd), Nicaragua
(33rd), Russian Federation (32nd), Ukraine (31st),

5. The Commi ssion heard statenents by the observers for: Australia (32nd),
Estoni a (32nd), New Zeal and (32nd), Peru (32nd), Spain (32nd). The observer
for Switzerland al so nade a statenment (32nd).

6. The Conmi ssion al so heard statements by the foll ow ng non-governnenta
organi zations: Anerican Association of Jurists (32nd), Anti-Slavery
International (34th), Asian Cultural Forum on Devel oprment (32nd), Centro de
Est udi os Europeos (34th), Commi ssion of the Churches on International Affairs
of the World Council of Churches (32nd), International Federation of Rura
Adult Catholic Mwvenents (32nd), Indian Law Resource Center (32nd), Indi genous
Worl d Association (32nd), International Association of Educators for World
Peace (33rd), International Educational Devel oprment, Inc. (33rd),
International Indian Treaty Council (34th), International League for Human

Ri ghts (32nd), International League for the Rights and Liberation of

Peopl es (32nd), International Organization for the Devel opnent of Freedom of
Educati on (32nd), International Organization of |ndigenous Resource

Devel opnent (32nd), International Wirk Group for |ndigenous Affairs (32nd),
Inuit Circunpolar Conference (32nd), Liberation (33rd), Pax Chri st
International (33rd), Permanent Assenbly for Human Ri ghts (32nd),

Saam Council (33rd), Society for Threatened Peoples (33rd), United Towns
Agency for North-South Cooperation (34th), War Resisters' Internationa

(34th).
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7. Statenents in exercise of the right of reply or its equival ent were made
by the representative of the Philippines and the observer for Thailand (34th).
8. At the 57th and 58th neetings, on 11 April 1997, the Comm ssion took up
consideration of the draft resolutions and decisions submtted under agenda
item 24

A permanent forum for indigenous people in the United Nations system

9. At the 57th nmeeting, on 11 April 1997, the representative of Denmark

i ntroduced draft resolution E/CN. 4/1997/L.63, sponsored by Argentina, Belgium
Beni n, Bolivia, Canada, Chile, Col onmbia, Cyprus, Dennmark, Dom nican Republic,
El Sal vador, Estonia, Finland, G eece, Cuatenmla, Honduras, Iceland, Latvia,
Mexi co, Nepal, the Netherlands, New Zeal and, Ni caragua, Norway, Peru

Portugal , the Russian Federation, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Ukraine, Uruguay
and Venezuela. Costa Rica, Ecuador and Equatorial Guinea subsequently joined
t he sponsors.

10. In accordance with rule 28 of the rules of procedure of the functiona
commi ssions of the Econom ¢ and Social Council, the attention of the

Commi ssion was drawn to the estinated adm nistrative and progranme budget

implications 3/ of the draft resol ution

11. The draft resolution was adopted wi thout a vote. For the text of the
resolution as adopted, see chapter Il, section A resolution 1997/ 30.
12. In view of the adoption of resolution 1997/30, the Conm ssion took no

action on draft decision 9 recommended by the Sub- Comm ssion on Prevention of
Di scrimnation and Protection of Mnorities for adoption by the Comm ssion
(see E/CN. 4/1997/2-E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1996/ 41, chap. |, sect. B).

Wrking Group of the Comm ssion on Hunman Ri ghts to el aborate a draft
declaration in accordance with paragraph 5 of General Assenbly
resolution 49/214 of 23 Decenber 1994

13. The representative of Canada introduced draft resolution

E/ CN. 4/ 1997/ L. 70, sponsored by Australia, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile,
Cyprus, Denmark, Finland, Geece, Guatemala, Mxico, New Zeal and, Ni caragua,
Norway, Peru, Sweden and Switzerland. Argentina, Ecuador, Estonia and the
United States of America subsequently joined the sponsors.

14. A statenment in connection with the draft resolution was nade by the

representative of the United States of Anerica
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15. In accordance with rule 28 of the rules of procedure of the functiona
commi ssions of the Econom c and Social Council, the attention of the

Commi ssion was drawn to the estinmated adm nistrative and progranme budget
implications 3/ of the draft resol ution

16. The draft resolution was adopted wi thout a vote. For the text of the
resolution as adopted, see chapter Il, section A resolution 1997/31.

Wrking Group on | ndi genous Popul ati ons of the Sub-Conmm ssion on Prevention of

Di scrimnation and Protection of Mnorities and the International Decade of
the Worl d's | ndi genous Peopl e

17. The observer for New Zeal and introduced draft resolution

E/ CN. 4/ 1997/ L. 77, sponsored by Australia, Bolivia, Canada, Chile, Col onbia,

Denmar k, Estonia, Finland, Geece, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, New Zeal and,
Nicaragua, Norway, Peru, Spain, Sweden and Switzerland. Argentina, Brazil,

the Philippines and the Russian Federation subsequently joined the sponsors.
18. In accordance with rule 28 of the rules of procedure of the functiona
conmi ssions of the Econonic and Social Council, the attention of the

Conmmi ssion was drawn to the estinmated adm nistrative and progranme budget

implications 3/ of the draft resol ution

19. The draft resolution was adopted wi thout a vote. For the text of the
resolution as adopted, see chapter Il, section A resolution 1997/ 32.
20. In view of the adoption of resolution 1997/32, the Conm ssion took no

action on draft decisions 7 and 8 recommended by the Sub-Comm ssion on
Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities for adoption by the
Conmi ssion (see E/CN. 4/1997/2-E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1996/ 41, chap. |, sect. B).

Protection of the heritage of indigenous people

21. The Commi ssion considered draft decision 10, reconmended by the
Sub- Commi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities
for adoption by the Comm ssion (see E/CN. 4/1997/2-E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1996/ 41,

chap. |, sect. B).
22. The Chairman anended the draft decision by deleting the follow ng
sentence: “The Conmi ssion requests the Secretary-Ceneral to convene, at the

earliest possible opportunity, a technical neeting of representatives of the
Wrld Intellectual Property Organization, the United Nations Educati onal
Scientific and Cultural Organization, the United Nations Environment
Programme, the United Nations Devel opment Progranme, the Food and Agriculture

Organi zation of the United Nations and the Wrld Trade Organization with the
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Speci al Rapporteur to consider how they can contribute to her work in this
field, and to transmt the report of this neeting to the Sub-Comi ssion on
Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities and the Comm ssion
on Human Rights.”

23. The draft decision, as anended, was adopted w thout a vote, For the
text of the decision, as adopted, see chapter Il, section B, decision 1997/..

Study on treaties, agreenents and other constructive arrangenents between
States and i ndi genous popul ati ons

24. The Commi ssion considered draft decision 12, reconmended by the
Sub- Commi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities
for adoption by the Conm ssion (see E/CN. 4/1997/2-E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1996/ 41,

chap. |, sect. B).
25. The draft decision was adopted without a vote, For the text of the
deci sion as adopted, see chapter |1, section B, decision 1997/..

Study on indigenous |and rights
26. At the 58th nmeeting, on 11 April 1997, the observer for Cyprus
i ntroduced draft decision E/CN. 4/1997/L.98, sponsored by Bolivia, Cameroon

Cyprus, Ethiopia, Ceorgia, Geece, Pakistan and the Russian Federation
Canada, Chile, Guatemal a and Peru subsequently joined the sponsors.

27. A statenment in connection with the draft resolution was nade by the
observer for New Zeal and.

28. The draft decision was adopted without a vote. Statenents in

expl anation of vote after the vote were nmade by the representatives of Japan
and the Netherl ands.

29. For the text of the decision as adopted, see chapter Il, section B
deci si on 1997/..

30. In view of the adoption of decision 1997/.., the Conm ssion took no
action on draft decision 11, recommended by the Sub- Commi ssion on Prevention
of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities for adoption by the Comm ssion
(see E/CN. 4/1997/2-E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1996/ 41, chap. |, sect. B).



