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The Secretary-Ceneral has received the following witten statenent which is
circulated in accordance wi th Economi ¢ and Soci al Council resolution 1296 (XLIV).

[7 April 1997]

1. The Anglican Consultative Council, through the Anglican Comrunion O fice at
the United Nations, representing 70 mllion persons in 164 different countries, is
pl eased to share its thoughts with the Comm ssion on Human Rights at its
fifty-third session.

2. The Anglican United Nations Ofice has received significant information

i dentifying the oppression of Christian and other minority groups w thin Pakistan
We are especially concerned about horrific incidents which have taken place in
rural areas in Pakistan where Christian conmunities have been harned and victim zed
by certain crimnal elenents within the country.

3. The Roman Cat holic Church in Khanewal was attacked twi ce as a nob | ead

by certain fundanental elenents burned the church and set it ablaze. Oher
Protestant Christian centres, houses of worship and properties have been either
burned, seized or destroyed. The village of Shantinager, in the district of
Khanewal , i n southern Punjab, which has a popul ati on of about 10,000 Christians and
contai ned 13 churches, a school and a hospital, was badly damaged.
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4, It nmust be said that the Governnent of Pakistan made an earnest effort
to rescue the people fromharm admnistered first-aid treatnent, and sought
to provide humanitarian assi stance. However, it nay also be said that the
Gover nment of Paki stan must offer stronger public support to the victim zed.

It is distressing to hear that after this incident, no national |eader visited
the site to offer words of support to those who had |ost their homes and
property, or to guarantee their safety from future attacks.

5. It is understandabl e that no Governnent can guard against all forms of
anti-social behaviour. It is also understandable that no Governnment can
protect its people at all tinmes fromentities which seek to exploit people and
situations along religious lines. It nust be said that one of the basic

pur poses of a strong Governnment is to actively prosecute those who are guilty
and to chanpion those whose rights and freedons have been vi ol at ed.

6. The Anglican United Nations O fice has al so received news about the

i nfringement of the rights of other mnority groups in Pakistan. It is our
under st andi ng that considerable progress to pronote nati onal peace and
reconciliation can be achieved through di al ogue and through third-party

medi ati on. We appeal therefore to this body to urge the Governnent of

Paki stan to use its good offices to give audience to those whose rights have
been abri dged and to ensure the equal protection of all its citizens.

7. In an age where those who pursue parochial interests seemto be nore
vocal than the interests and aspirations of what appears to be a silent

maj ority, assenblies of CGovernnents, in bodies like these, nmust work together
to foster dialogue and the managenent of conflict through negotiation

8. The Anglican Consultative Council commends all the nenber CGovernnents of
this august body to support all efforts to ensure that the rights of mnority
groups are protected. Part of this appeal involves a request that the Specia
Rapporteur on religious intolerance be provided with the necessary resources
to carry out his mandate to devel op policy reconmendations. It has cone to
our attention that nuch of the difficulty encountered in facilitating the work
of the Special Rapporteur involves the provision of resources at |evels which
are not commensurate with his charge

9. The protection of minority groups in any country, and in this specific
case of Christians in Pakistan, cannot be guaranteed until a Governnent
musters the political will to achieve the sane. The Governnent of Pakistan
and ot her nmenber Governments of this Commi ssion nmust devise firm standards of
public accountability if the confidence of the political systemis to be
sust ai ned.

10. Many Governnents woul d probably share the view that the rights of
mnority comunities within their territorial boundaries should not be
abridged. Many Governnents have al so enacted specific national legislation to
support this concern. However, much nore may be done by Governments when they
publicly and openly express their comritnent to protect the rights of mnority
comunities. The political will to achieve this end nust exist, and the
political machinery to inplenment it nust be made available to nmake this goal a
reality.
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11. In this context, we urge the Governnent of Pakistan to step up efforts
to express its deternmination to protect the rights of the Christian community
i n Paki stan whose nenbers have suffered at the hands of certain groups. W

al so urge this Comm ssion to develop a nmore formal nechanismfor facilitating
di al ogue and reconciliation in the wake of violent conflict. This protection
wi |l not encroach upon the sovereignty of any State. Indeed, religious bodies
and non-governnental organi zations can conplenment the work of the Specia
Rapporteur on religious intolerance, especially in those areas where
governnmental efforts have nmet with limted success.



