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The Secretary-Ceneral has received the following witten statement,
which is circulated in accordance with Econoni c and Soci al Counci
resol ution 1296 (XLIV).

[8 April 1997]

The human rights situation in the Islanic Republic of Iran

1. 1996 was one of the worst years as far as hunman rights abuses in Iran
were concerned. The adoption of new | aws gave suppression | ega
justification. The United Nations Special Representative's February 1997
report noted that public executions had doubled relative to the previous year
Most political executions have been carried out in secret and many dissidents
were arrested and executed under the pretext of non-political offences or
“disloyalty to Islamand the State”. The Interior Mnister acknow edged t hat
in the last three nonths of the Iranian year (Decenber 1996 through

February 1997) 730 people were arrested on drug-trafficking charges every day.
Many of these detainees were political activists

2. Worren are denied their nost rudinentary rights. Mre wonen are joining
t he Resistance against the Iranian regime every day. After 15 years of
struggl e agai nst the m sogynous regime in lran, these pioneering women occupy
key positions as | eaders of the Resistance novenent. The role of women in the
denocratic opposition of Iran, and the fact that this nmovenment is led by a
Musl i m worman, cause the nost serious challenge to the phenonenon of
fundanent al i sm
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3. Religious mnorities are suppressed. Several nenbers of Sunni and
Christian minorities have reportedly been nurdered in the past year, while the
Bahai's continue to be suppressed.

4, The Speci al Representative in his February report to the Conm ssion
stated that the Islanmic Republic of Iran did not invite himto visit Iran
because of the resolution approved by the Conmission at its fifty-second
sessi on expressing concern over the continued violation of human rights in
Iran. This is a clear attenpt to blackmail the international conmunity to
keep silent over the human rights situation in Iran

5. Despite an unprecedented crackdown and hundreds of suppressive mlitary
manoeuvres in the past nonths, public opposition against the regi ne has
spread. Credible international nmedia report a considerable influx of youth
joining the denocratic opposition's National Liberation Army of Iran. The
young generation joining the resistance has sounded the alarmbells for the
regime. To counter this phenonenon and to thwart popul ar uprisings, the
Iranian reginme has resorted to greater crackdown. During the Kermanshah
denonstrations at |east 50 were killed and nore than 1,000 were arrested. The
protests, however, are continuing throughout the country.

6. Seven years have passed since the cowardly assassination of

Prof essor Kazem Raj avi, the representative of the National Council of

Resi stance of lran, on 24 April 1990 in Coppet by terrorists dispatched from
Tehran. The Swiss investigating magi strate, Judge Rol and Chatel ai n, concl uded
that 13 nmenbers of the lranian official services who carried diplomatic
passports were directly involved in the nurder

7. In 1996, 32 Iranian dissidents were assassi nated abroad, an
unprecedented 300 per cent increase conpared with the previous year. Judicia
i nvestigations into the assassination in Turkey of Ms. Zahra Rajabi, a senior
menber of the National Council of Resistance of Iran, confirmed that a deputy
consul in the Iranian consulate in |Istanbul commanded the hit-squad. The
regime's senior officials have actively pursued the nmurder of dissidents in
and outside Iran.

8. According to the report: “lran: State of Terror” published by the
British Parliamentary Human Rights Group, “In 1996, artillery became part of
the Iranian Governnent's arsenal of terrorist weaponry in the assassination
pl ot agai nst Maryam Raj avi, the President-elect of the Iranian Resistance.”
The weapons were discovered at the Bel gian port of Antwerp. |In January 1997,
three of the same weapons were sinmultaneously fired at the office of the

muj ahedi n opposition in the m ddl e of Baghdad. Several innocent people were
killed or wounded. Such policies pose great danger to peace and stability in
the sensitive Mddle East region

9. Iran's rulers are continuing their active opposition to the M ddl e East
peace process and the export of fundamentalism abroad. Their endeavours to
obtai n nucl ear weapons is a source of deep concern for the internationa
conmunity. After a 3%year trial, the indictnment by Germany's Federa
Prosecutor has inplicated the Iranian regine, on the basis of a mass of
irrefutabl e evidence, with State-sponsored terrorism It identified the
Tehran regine's | eaders, Ali Khamanei and Hashem Rafsanjani, as the main
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principals behind the assassination of Iranian dissidents in Berlin. For
years, State-sponsored terrorismhas been one of the Iranian reginme's nmain
foreign policy instrunents by way of support for terrorist groups and
incitement to nmurder foreign nationals such as Sal man Rushdi e.

10. These devel opnments, especially the proceedings in Gernany's Federa
Court, clearly reflect the need to reconsider the case of Professor Rajavi's
murder. It is only appropriate that the Swi ss Confederation and judicia

system undert ake the necessary neasures via-a-vis the Iranian Governnent's
refusal to extradite two of the killers who were regrettably returned to Iran
by the French Governnent.

11. We believe that the current session of the Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts
must take note of the threefold rise in executions in Ilran in 1996 and al so
the alarm ng increase in extraterritorial killings. 1t nmust strongly condem
the flagrant and systematic violations of human rights in Iran and continue to
monitor the situation of human rights in Iran until it secures the necessary
and practical guarantees that human rights in Iran are respected, sonething
whi ch shows no signs of happening at present.

12. I n backing the declaration by 1,750 parlianmentarians in Europe and
North Anmerica in 1995, we believe that the adoption of a decisive policy

i ncl udi ng an econom ¢ and di pl omati c boycott of the Iranian regime, is

i mperative. Mreover, support for Maryam Rajavi, the President-elect of the
Nat i onal Council| of Resistance, who, as a synbol of unity, is backed by the
majority of the Iranian people, will contribute to the establishment of
denocracy in Iran and peace and stability in the region. This resistance and
its 580-nenber parlianent, which has conmtted itself to holding free

el ections and the creation of a secular and pluralist Government, is the best
answer to the om nous spectre of fundanentalismas the new gl obal threat.

13. These undeni abl e facts denonstrate that the policy of appeasenent
vis-a-vis the Iranian reginme has backfired. “Critical dialogue” has failed
and its continuation only invites the nullahs to persist in suppression and
the export of terrorism Today, therefore, there is growi ng opposition in
Europe to the continuation of critical dialogue.



