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FURTHER PROMOTI ON AND ENCOURAGEMENT OF HUMAN RI GHTS AND
FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS, | NCLUDI NG THE QUESTI ON OF THE
PROGRAMVE AND METHODS OF WORK CF THE COWM SSI ON

Bangl adesh, China, |ndonesia, lrag*, Jordan*, Mongolia*,
Nepal ., Philippines, Republic of Korea and Sri Lanka:
draft resol ution

1997/ ... Reqional arrangenents for the pronotion and
protection of human rights in the Asian and
Pacific region

Recal ling resolution 45/2 adopted by the Econonic and Social Comr ssion
for Asia and the Pacific on 5 April 1989,

Bearing in mnd that intergovernnental arrangenents for the pronotion

and protection of human rights have been established in other regions,

* |n accordance with rule 69, paragraph 3, of the rules of procedure of
the functional commissions of the Econom ¢ and Social Council

GE. 97- 12068 (E)
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Wl coming the hol ding of the Colloquiumon Human Rights in Manila on 16
and 17 January 1994, the first in a series of workshops to be organi zed by the
Institute of Strategic and International Studies of the Association of
Sout h- East Asian Nations, intended, inter alia, to facilitate the process of
devel opi ng a subregi onal human rights body for the protection and pronoti on of
human rights in countries of the Association of South-East Asian Nations, in
fulfilment of the decision of the Association to consider the establishnment of
an appropriate nmechani smon hunman rights,

Recogni zi ng the val uabl e contribution that independent nationa
institutions can nake in the field of human rights to the concept of regiona
arrangenents,

Recogni zi ng al so that non-governmental organizations involved in the

field of human rights have an inportant role to play in this process,

Wel coming the contribution to the devel opnment of regional human rights
arrangenents made by the fifth workshop on regional human rights arrangenents
in the Asian and Pacific region held in Aman from5 to 7 January 1997,
particul arly the workshop's concl usi ons,

Reiterating that such workshops should be organi zed regularly, and if
possi bl e annual | y as proposed by the Government of the Republic of Korea and
endorsed by the Commission in its resolution 1995/48,

M ndful that the agreenents reached at the fifth workshop were built
upon the acconplishnents of previous workshops,

1. Wel cones the report of the Secretary-General (E/CN. 4/1997/44) and
the progress achieved in the inplenmentati on of Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts
resolution 1996/ 64 of 23 April 1996

2. Al so wel cones the regional workshops on various hunman rights

i ssues which have been held in the Asian and Pacific region, including the
wor kshop held in Manila from7 to 11 May 1990, the workshop held in Jakarta
from26 to 28 January 1993, the workshop held in Seoul from18 to

20 July 1994, the workshop held in Kathmandu from 26 to 28 February 1996 and
t he workshop held in Anman from5 to 7 January 1997;

3. Reaffirms that all human rights are universal, indivisible and
interrelated, that the international comunity nust treat human rights
globally in a fair and equal manner, on the sane footing and with the sane
enphasis and that, while the significance of national and regiona

particularities and various historical, cultural and religious backgrounds
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must be borne in mnd, it is the duty of States, regardless of their
political, economc and cultural systens, to pronpte and protect all human
rights and fundanmental freedons,

4, Reaffirms that regional arrangements play a fundanmental role in
pronoting and protecting human rights and that they should reinforce universa
human rights standards, as contained in international human rights
i nstruments, and their protection;

5. Takes into account the Bangkok Decl aration wherein it is

recogni zed that while human rights are universal in nature, they nust be
considered in the context of a dynami c and evol ving process of internationa
normsetting, bearing in mnd the significance of national and regi ona
particularities and various historical, cultural and religious backgrounds;

6. Reaffirms, in accordance with the Amman wor kshop concl usi ons, that
all human rights, civil and political, econom c, social and cultural
including the right to self-determ nation of people under colonial or alien

dom nation or foreign occupation, as well as the right of return, are

uni versal, interdependent and indivisible and are legal rights stricto sensu;
7. Recogni zes the need to devel op strategies for the pronotion and

progressive realization of the right to devel opment and to elim nate obstacles
in this regard;

8. Endorses the conclusions of the fifth workshop, including the
recognition of the inportance of step-by-step progress towards the
establ i shment of a regional arrangenent for the pronotion and protection of
human rights in the Asian and Pacific region, which nust energe from and be
directed to the needs and priorities set by Governments of the region

9. Wel cones the hosting for the first tine of a workshop on regiona
arrangenents for the pronotion and protection of human rights in the Asian and
Pacific region in Wst Asia, and recognizes the need to ensure that the
i ssues, concerns and priorities of West Asia will continue to be effectively
addressed in future workshops;

10. Al so wel cones the invitation of the Islamic Republic of Iran to

host the sixth Wbrkshop on Regi onal Arrangenents for the Promption and

Protection of Human Rights in the Asian and Pacific Region in Tehran;
11. Notes that national institutions can nake an i nportant

contribution to the ongoing process of devel opi ng regional human rights

arrangenents in the Asian and Pacific region, including in areas such as human
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ri ghts education, nutual cooperation and information sharing and wel cones, in
this respect, the establishnment of the Asia-Pacific Forum of National Human
Ri ghts Institutions;

12. Al so notes the contribution of representatives of non-governnental
organi zati ons and national human rights institutions in these workshops;

13. Further notes that the Asian and Pacific countries have devel oped

a nunber of nodels of national institutions in accordance with their own
nati onal conditions and wel cones the establishnent, in this regard, of a
nati onal comm ssion of human rights by the Government of Sri Lanka;

14. Requests the Secretary-General to facilitate the realization of
that activity under the regul ar budget of the United Nations for the programrme
of advisory services and technical assistance in the field of human rights;

15. Encourages all States in the Asian and Pacific region to consider
further the establishnment of regional arrangenents for the pronotion and
protection of human rights, taking into consideration the conclusions of the
fifth workshop

16. Al so encourages all Governnents in the Asian and Pacific region to

consi der making use of the facilities offered by the United Nations, under the
programe of advisory services and technical assistance for the pronotion and
protection of human rights, to further strengthen national human rights
capacities;

17. Requests the Secretary-General to give adequate attention to the
countries of the Asian and Pacific region by allocating nore resources from
exi sting United Nations funds to enable the countries of the region to benefit
fromall the activities under the programme of advisory services and technica
assistance in the field of human rights and recogni zes the contribution of the
techni cal cooperation programme of the Centre for Human Rights in facilitating
t he devel opment of regional arrangenents and other technical cooperation
activities in the region;

18. Encourages all States nenmbers and associ ate nenbers of the
Econom ¢ and Social Conmi ssion for Asia and the Pacific and other parties to
make full use of the depository centre of the Conm ssion, and requests the
Secretary-General to maintain a continuing flow of human rights material to

its library;
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19. Stresses that the regi onal cooperation programre could focus,
inter alia, upon the request of Governnents concerned, on strengthening the
rol e of national human rights institutions in pronmoting the realization of al
human rights, including, in particlar, economc, social and cultural rights;
realizing the right to devel opnent; devel opi ng nmet hodol ogi es for effective
i mpl enentati on of human rights education; elaborating guidelines for nationa
action plans in the field of human rights; and devel opi ng strategies for
cooperati on on comon probl ens, which should be inplemented by draw ng upon
the expertise within the region to the fullest extent;

20. Al so stresses, in accordance with the conclusions of the Amman

wor kshop and the assurances of the High Comn ssioner for Human Ri ghts, that
the Centre's technical cooperation progranme and the United Nations human
rights nmonitoring will renmmin separate activities;

21. Requests the Secretary-General and the United Nations Devel opnent
Programme to support this regional technical cooperation initiative and to
provi de resources for its inplenmentation

22. Al so requests the Secretary-Ceneral, in accordance with the

conclusions of the fifth workshop, to establish an open-ended team conpri sed
of representatives of interested Governnents of the region and, in
consultation with the Centre for Human Ri ghts, national institutions and
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons, to:

(a) Ensure the effective preparation of the next workshop

(b) Desi gn a regional technical cooperation programme to facilitate
t he devel opment of regional arrangenents;

23. Calls upon the Centre for Hunman Rights to provide specific
i nformati on on progranmes avail able under the Voluntary Fund for Technica
Cooperation in the Field of Hunman Rights, to facilitate better access and
fuller utilization of these programmes by all countries in the Asian and
Paci fic region;

24. Encourages States in the Asian and Pacific region to request
assi stance for such purposes as regional and subregi onal workshops, sem nars
and i nformati on exchanges designed to strengthen regi onal cooperation for the
pronmoti on and protection of human rights to assist in the devel opnent of

regi onal arrangenents;
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25. Al so encourages the ratification, by all States, of internationa

human rights instruments, particularly the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights and the International Covenant on Economi c, Social and
Cul tural Rights;

26. Further encourages all States and regi onal and subregi ona

organi zations in the Asian and Pacific region to devel op progranmes for human
rights education in that region

27. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the Conmission at its
fifty-fourth session a further report incorporating information on the
progress achieved in the inplenentation of the present resol ution;

28. Decides to continue its consideration of the question at its
fifty-fourth session under the agenda itementitled “Further pronotion and
encour agenent of hurman rights and fundanmental freedons, including the question

of the programe and met hods of work of the Comm ssion”



