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Col onbia (on behalf of the States Menbers of the United Nations that
are nmenbers of the Movenent of Non-Aligned Countries) and China:
draft resol ution

1997/... Right to devel opnent

The Commi ssion on Hunman Ri ghts,

Quided by the Charter of the United Nations, expressing in particular
the determ nation to pronote social progress and better standards of life in
| arger freedomas well as to enploy international nechanisns for the pronotion
of the econom ¢ and soci al advancenent of all peoples,

Recalling that the Declaration on the Ri ght to Devel opnent adopted by
the General Assenbly in its resolution 41/128 of 4 Decenber 1986 confirnmed
that the right to devel opnent is an inalienable human right and that equality
of opportunity for devel opnent is a prerogative both of nations and of
i ndi vi dual s, who nake up nations,

Noting that the World Conference on Human Rights reaffirmed the right to
devel opnent as a universal and inalienable right and an integral part of al
fundamental human rights,

Noting also that the human person is the central subject of devel opnent
and that devel opnent policy should therefore make the human being the main

partici pant and beneficiary of devel opnent,

GE. 97-12261 (FE)



E/ CN. 4/ 1997/ L. 25/ Rev. 1
page 2

Enphasi zing that all human rights are universal, indivisible and
i nterdependent and interrelated; the international community nust treat human
rights globally in a fair and equal manner, on the sane footing, and with the
sanme enphasis; while the significance of national and regional particularities
and various historical, cultural and religious backgrounds nust be borne in
mnd, it is the duty of States, regardless of their political, econom c and
cultural systens, to pronote and protect all human rights and fundanenta
freedons,

Underlining the fact that realization of the right to devel opnent
requires effective devel opnent policies at the national level, as well as
equi tabl e econom c rel ations and a favourabl e econom ¢ environnment at the

i nternational |evel

Underlining also that the inplementation of the Declaration on the Right
to Devel opnent requires effective devel opnent policies and support at the
i nternational |evel through the effective contribution of States, organs and
organi zations of the United Nations systems and of non-governnental
organi zations active in this field,

Recalling its resolution 1996/15 of 11 April 1996, in which it decided
to establish an intergovernnmental group of experts with a nmandate to el aborate
a strategy for the inplenentation and pronotion of the right to devel opment,
and Ceneral Assenbly resolution 51/99 of 12 Decenber 1996,

Recogni zi ng that States have the primary responsibility for the creation
of national and international conditions favourable to the realization of the
right to devel opnent and that the realization of the right to devel opnment
requires full respect for the principles of international |aw concerning
friendly relations and cooperation anmong States in accordance with the Charter
of the United Nations,

Recalling the need for coordination and cooperation throughout the
United Nations systemfor a nore effective pronotion and realization of the
right to devel opnent,

Underlining the inportant role of the H gh Conm ssioner for Human Ri ghts
in the pronmotion and protection of the right to devel opnment, as mandated in
paragraph 4 (c) of General Assenbly resolution 48/ 141,

Recogni zi ng the need for the Intergovernnental G oup of Experts to

inmplenment its mandate in all its aspects,
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Taking into account the conclusions reached by the Intergovernnental

Group of Experts on international and national aspects of the right to
devel opnent,

Noting with concern that the Declaration on the R ght to Devel opnent is

insufficiently dissem nated and should be taken into account, as appropriate,
in bilateral and nultilateral cooperation progranmes and nati onal devel opnent
strategi es and policies and activities of international organizations,

M ndful of the close relationship between di sarmanent and devel opnent,
that progress in the field of disarmanent woul d consi derably pronote progress
in the field of devel opnent and that resources rel eased through di sar manment
measures shoul d be devoted to the econonmi ¢ and social devel opment and
wel | -being of all peoples and, in particular, those of the devel oping
countries,

Affirms the need to apply a gender perspective in the inplenmentation of
the right to developnent, inter alia by ensuring that wonen play an active
role in the devel opnent process,

Cenera

1. Reaffirnms the inportance of the right to devel opnent for every

human person and all peoples in all countries, in particular the devel oping

countries, as an integral part of their fundamental human rights;

2. Recogni zes that the Declaration on the Right to Devel opnent
constitutes an integral |ink between the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts

and the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action through its el aboration of
a holistic vision integrating economc, social and cultural rights with civi
and political rights;
States

3. Urges all States to elimnate all obstacles to devel opment at al
| evel s by pursuing the pronotion and protection of economc, social, cultural
civil and political rights and by inplenmenting conprehensive devel opnent
programmes at the national level, integrating these rights into devel opnent
activities, and by pronoting effective international cooperation

4, Al so urges all States to further pronote the right to devel opnment
as a vital elenent in a bal anced human rights programe;

5. Requests the Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights to:

(a) Exam ne ways and neans to provide the Declaration on the Right to

Devel opment with a profile commensurate with its inportance
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(b) Di ssemi nate the present resolution to all Governnents,

i ntergovernmental organizations, non-governmental organization, menbers of
treaty bodies and academic institutions, inviting views on ways and neans as
speci fied in subparagraph (a) above, including the Declaration's relationship
with inportant human rights instrunents, such as those constituting the
International Bill of Human Ri ghts;

6. Reaffirnms the need for States to cooperate with a viewto
pronoti ng, encouragi ng and strengtheni ng universal respect for and observance
of all human rights and fundamental freedons for all, w thout any distinction
as to race, sex, language or religion

Hi gh Conmmi ssi oner for Human Ri ghts

7. Calls upon the H gh Commr ssioner to continue to accord priority to
the right to devel opnent and provi de comrensurate support in ternms of staff,
services and resources for its programmtic followup, within his nandate

8. Requests the High Commi ssioner to ensure w despread di ssem nation
and pronotion of the Declaration on the Right to Devel opment, in close
cooperation with States and intergovernnmental organi zations, nationa
institutions, acadenia and interested non-governnental organizations
wor |l dwi de, inter alia through workshops and sem nars;

9. Recommends that activities being organized as part of the
celebration of the fiftieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human
Ri ghts should, inter alia, project the role and inportance of the right to
devel opnent ;

10. Invites the H gh Comm ssioner to continue to consult regularly, on
a formal or informal basis, with all States on the followup to the
Decl aration on the Right to Devel opment and to request themto informthe
Hi gh Commi ssioner of their efforts to inplenment the Declaration

11. Notes that the Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Rights has initiated a
di al ogue with the Wrld Bank with regard to the right to devel opnent, and in
this connection stresses that:

(a) Such a di al ogue should contribute to identifying the obstacles to
the full inplenentation of the Declaration on the Ri ght to Devel opnent;

(b) Such di scussions should contribute to initiatives, policies,

programmes and activities that pronote the right to devel opnent;



E/ CN. 4/ 1997/ L. 25/ Rev. 1
page 5

(c) Such di scussions should al so focus on nai nstream ng a gender
perspective in the inplenentation of the Declaration on the Right to
Devel opnent regardi ng devel opi ng assi stance;

(d) And calls upon the Hi gh Commi ssioner to inform Menber States on a
regul ar basis through informal meetings on the progress of the dial ogue;

12. Wel conmes the initiative of the Hi gh Comr ssioner to organize
regi onal sem nars, and calls upon the Hi gh Commi ssioner to ensure that such
sem nars focus on all aspects of the realization of the right to devel opnent;

Wrking Group of |ntergovernnental Experts

13. Not es the procedures adopted by the Wirking G oup of
I ntergovernnental Experts in the conduct of its work during its first session
and the report (E/CN.4/1997/22) it subnmitted to the Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts
at its fifty-third session and calls upon the Wrking G oup to:

(a) Encourage participation of Menber States, internationa
institutions and non-governmental organizations in its deliberations,
inter alia through a greater use of public neetings;

(b) Continue to inplenent its mandate contained in Conm ssion on Human
Ri ghts resol ution 1996/ 15, nanely the el aboration of a strategy for the
i mpl enentati on and pronotion of the right to devel opnment as set forth in the
Decl arati on on the Right to Devel opnent;

(c) Continue to give due consideration to reconmendati ons for the
elimnation of obstacles already identified to the realization of the right to
devel opnent ;

(d) Continue to explore ways and neans for the promption of
i nternati onal cooperation, dialogue and partnership for the realization of the
right to devel opnent;

(e) G ve due consideration to the possibility of establishing a
foll ow-up nechani sm or enhancing existing ones, to the Declaration on the
Ri ght to Devel opnent;

14. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the General Assenbly
at its fifty-third session and to the Conm ssion on Human Rights at its
fifty-fourth session a conprehensive report on the inplenmentati on of the

various provisions of the present resol ution.



