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The Secretary-Ceneral has received the following witten statenent
which is circulated in accordance with Econom c and Social Council
resol uti on 1296 (XLIV).

[5 April 1997]

1. From 22-27 March 1997, a del egation of Pax Christi International (PX)
(nanely nmenbers of our Dutch section) visited the Wabéa region of Col onbia.
The del egati on was joi ned by a menber of the Dutch Parlianment. They
interviewed representatives of the various church and civilian sectors of
parties in conflict and nunicipal and governnent officials in the region.
Thei r observations are the follow ng.

2. Since the Pax Christi visit in March 1996, the human rights situation
in Wabd has not inproved. |Individual killings of civilians have conti nued.
Impunity is as high as ever: alnost 100 per cent of crimes go unpuni shed.
The nunber of displaced persons in Wab& has reached hundreds of thousands.
Recently the Governnment of Antioquia has prom sed nore assistance to the

di spl aced victinms. However, at the time of the PXI visit the mayors of the
cities were still left alone with the i nmense probl emof the displaced. Since
February 1997 the civilian popul ation of U aba Chocd, especially around the
village of R o Sucio - an area traditionally dom nated by the guerrilla -
is increasingly intimdated, harassed and threatened by groups that call
thensel ves paramlitary or self-defence groups. They force people to | eave
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their land and hones, |eaving cattle and crops behind to die. As a means

of pressure, executions are committed in front of the village popul ation
One wel I -known recent execution is that of a young peasant in the village of
Vijao, Martino Lopez, whose body was decapitated and cut into pieces by
paramlitaries on 27 February 1997, as a warning to the village popul ation.
As of the present tinme, the authorities have not taken adequate action.

3. In the sanme period, the surroundings of several villages belonging to
the community of R o Sucio were bonbed by planes of the Col onbian Air Force,
in order to force the population to | eave their hornel ands

4. As a result of these actions the civil population flees in panic by
boat, foot, nule, bus or otherwi se to the neighbouring cities of Panana.

In this process, nmany famlies are broken up; usually the father is |ost or
killed. Against these paranilitary actions neither the guerrilla (who pretend
to protect the civilian population) nor the Arny (who al so pretend to protect
the civilian popul ation) are able or willing to provide effective protection
to the civilians. After these atrocities the abandoned villages are usually
occupied by the official Arny. The nethods described above create a
concentration of land in the hands of owners who have renai ned | argely
unknown.

5. The regional Arny conmmrander, General Rto Al ejodel R o Rojas of

the 17th Brigade in Carepahas, declared that he is not able to guarantee the
return of the thousands of displaced - nostly women and children - to their
homes. At the nmonent the refugees are gathered in i nhumane conditions, in
primtive refugee canps in cities such as Turbo and Apartado.

6. The guerrilla in the region (mainly EPL and FARC) have | ost considerabl e
territory in Urabd as a result of nmlitary defeats or because of voluntary
surrender to the so-called self-defence organi zati on ACCU (Aut odef ensas
Canpesi nas Cérdoba y Wraba) and the Army. The ACCU is an illega

organi zation, but to a large extent it has assunmed the role of the State to
receive, protect and help |l egalize the status of ex-guerrillas, granting them
l and and technical assistance in their reintegration process. 1In this way the
ACCU ains at setting the rules for a new society w thout the guerrilla and
their assunmed political allies.

7. Basic to the problemof Waba is the absence of effective State
authorities, the actual power is in the hands of groups that operate at the
margin of the law As a reaction to the paranmilitary strategy of “guerrilla
cleansing”, the guerrilla try to regain territory in Uraba. In this process
many civilians are killed, by the guerrilla as well as (para) mlitary forces,
because they are - rightly or wongly - suspected of cooperating with the
adversary. In recent years hundreds of |ocal adm nistrators, nenbers of
muni ci pal councils, mayors, and community workers as well as I|ndians have been
killed.

8. The State forces, especially the Arny, are not considered neutral by the
popul ati on but are seen as part of the conflict. Thus, they are inadequate to
protect unarmed civilians since chasing the guerrilla seens to be the Arny's
main aim Fear, terror and inpunity seemto be the real ruling powers in

Ur aba.
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9. Breaking with the logic of this continuous process of nutua
retaliations, on 26 March 1997 the ACCU responded to the request of a priest
of the diocese of Wraba and of the Dutch section of PXI and handed over the
last five kidnapped civilians (famly nmenbers of the guerrilla | eaders of the
guerrilla coalition Coordi nadora Cuerrillera Sinmdn Bolivar). No condition was
imposed. It was nmeant as a gesture of goodwill, to break the vicious circle
of ki dnappi ngs and vi ol ence. However, so far the guerrilla have responded in
a negative way. They refused to dialogue with the ACCU, denouncing it as
illegal, and put such conditions on the peace talks with the central

Covernnent that the authorities are unlikely to conply with the demands

(e.g. demlitarization of large parts of Colonbian territory). The guerrilla
al so did not show sincere willingness to release the 60 soldiers they captured
in Septenber 1996 at the nilitary base in Las Delicias, Caqueta.

10. Am dst the continually increasing violence, the diocese of Apartado is
pronoti ng “peace comunities” ( conuni dades de paz ) where armed forces, both
legal and illegal, have no access. People should be able to defend thensel ves

wi thout arns and reconstruct their |ives w thout being forced to be invol ved
in any way with any party to the armed conflict.

11. O Sunday, 23 NMarch 1997, San José de Apartado, an area including

28 small villages, was proclained a conuni dad de paz in the presence of the
del egation including the menber of the Dutch Parlianent and representatives

of Pax Christi Netherlands. The del egati on was requested by the comunities
and the church to nonitor the initiative in order to hel p guarantee the

devel opnent of this vulnerable civil peace attenpt.

12. Recommendat i ons:

(a) Pax Christi International appeals to all parties to the conflict
to respect the initiative of the civilian popul ation of the peace communities
to regain its autonony and not to be forced to cooperate with any political or
armed force;

(b) Pax Christi International appeals to the provincial and nationa
CGovernnents to undertake serious action in order to protect the civilian
popul ati on agai nst vi ol ence and to guarantee the victins of displacenent safe
return to their homes and | ands. For immediate relief the UNHCR programme for
internal ly displaced persons coul d possibly provide assistance;

(c) Pax Christi calls upon the international comunity to increase its
presence in the area of Urabd and to participate in the devel opnent of peace
communities by nonitoring this peace initiative and contributing to the peace
and devel oprent progr anmes

(d) Pax Christi International calls upon the European Uni on and
specifically European mnultinationals not to contribute to the chronic viol ence
in Col onbi a by paying large ransons for their nationals kidnapped by the
guerrilla and paying protection noney (to guerrilla or to (para) mlitary) in
order to guarantee their safe foreign investnment. Instead of paying to
support violence, Pax Christi calls upon European countries and investors to
contribute constructively to a policy at European |evel against kidnappings in
Col onbi a.



