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[5 April 1997]

The human rights situation in Cuba

Increase in repression

1. During 1996 and the beginning of 1997, repression by the Cuban
authorities only increased. Sone exanples were:

(a) The reaction of the authorities to the convening of a neeting
of Concilio Cubano, a non-violent coalition of nore than 100 dissi dent
groups: on 24 February 1996, hundreds of menbers of Concilio were harassed,
intimdated and detained; the neeting was prohibited, two | eaders are stil
i mprisoned. The canpai gn agai nst Concilio Cubano is a clear violation of the
right of freedom of association and expression

(b) On 25 February 1996, two civilian aeroplanes were shot down by the
Cuban Air Force, wi thout warning and above international territory. Four
civilians were killed. The timng of this brutal nurder - a day after the
meeti ng of Concilio Cubano was scheduled to take place - suggests it was neant
to distract international attention fromthe internal repression against
Conci l i o Cubano;
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(c) Since February 1996 State repression of the churches has
i ncreased, especially at grass-roots level. Schoolchildren are harassed for
being Catholics. A Catholic priest in Havana has been directly threatened
with the security of his parishioners if he continues to hold informal prayer
services. |In several different places security agents have visited priests
sayi ng the same phrase: “l1 amhere to stop the growh of your church.” Also
many Protestant churches suffer severe repression

(d) During the first nonths of 1997, independent journalists,
organi zed in APIC (Cuban | ndependent Press Agency), suffered increased
repression. They were subjected to different kinds of humliations, prolonged
i nterrogations, forced to abandon their hones, were beaten and smashed down.
This was evidently part of a governnent strategy to break down the independent
press movement in Cuba

Political prisoners

2. The situation of at |east 1,300 political prisoners (this is the nunber
of registered political prisoners according to internal dissident groups)
remai ns desperate. Prisoners are psychologically tortured, brutally beaten
and sonetinmes threatened with death. In general, prisoners suffer froma
chronic lack of food, nedical assistance and nedici nes, which have serious
consequences for their health.

New strategy of repression against well-known dissidents

3. The strategy of repression against internationally known dissidents
seenms to have changed. Wile in the past one could be inprisoned for years,
nowadays you are intinmdated in a nore subtle, but nonetheless still in a
systematic way. Instead of years of inprisonnent, dissidents are now usually
detained for shorter periods. Detainees are subjected to prol onged
interrogations. Dissidents used to receive phone calls (by phone machi nes
calling every 20 mnutes, 24 hours a day, or by officials presumably of

State security expressing vulgar insinuations), their children are socially

isolated, famly nmenbers and friends are intimdated so that they will break
all contact with them In many cases, well-known dissidents have been forced
into exile under the threat of arrest and trial. However, for |esser-known

di ssidents nothing has changed. Under the pretext of “economc crines” they
can still be inprisoned for years.

No legislation for independent groups

4, The Cuban authorities continue to systematically ignore applications by
i ndependent groups to be legalized. For exanple, the Christian Liberation
Moverrent (Movimento Cristiano de Liberaci 6n) has conplied with all the
necessary steps for legislation, according to the Cuban Constitution.

However, the Mvenent only neets harassnment fromthe authorities and tota

sil ence concerning their request for |legislation. The authorities, by doing
so, condemn the Movenent to act cl andestinely which makes them vul nerable to
persecution. This happens to all independent organizations that request

| egi sl ation.
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Recomendat i ons

5. The international debate on the (illegal) Title Ill of the United States
Hel ms/Burton Act is limted only to business interests of the United States
and the European Union and distracts the attention from human rights
violations in Cuba itself. The international community, including the

United States and the European Union, should coordinate and i ncrease pressure
on the Cuban authorities to inprove its human rights record.

6. Since foreign investnent have the effect of subsidizing the totalitarian
State, the United Nations, the United States of Anerica, Latin America and
t he European Union should cooperate in establishing a code of conduct - in

accordance with the Organi zation for Econonm c Cooperation and Devel opment and
I nternational Labour Organization standards - for investors in Cuba. This
code should at least include (1) the right of workers to organi ze thensel ves
i ndependently in trade unions; (2) the right of workers to be contracted
directly by the conpany and not through State agencies; and (3) the right of
workers to be paid directly by the conpany and not through the State which
currently receives the salaries for the workers in dollars but pays themin
wort hl ess Cuban pesos at the official rate.

7. It should be perm ssible for any visitor to Cuba, whether they are
representing Governnents, non-governnental organizations or foreign conpanies,
to be able to establish contact not only with the Governnent but also with the
i ndependent di ssi dent novenent.

8. Pax Christi supports the so-called “Appeal from Havana” signed

on 10 Decenber in Havana by 40 independent Cuban organi zations. W recomrend
that the Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts support this appeal publicly and urge the
Cuban authorities to conply with the follow ng nine points of the appeal

1. Legal i ze pro-denocracy and human rights organi zati ons that devel op
their activities independently of the authorities.

2. Announce an i mredi ate and unconditional ammesty for all those who
are inprisoned for political reasons.

3. Eli mi nate the provisions of the Cuban Penal Code that are contrary
to those of the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts, such as
those concerni ng assenbly, association and illicit manifestation
eneny propaganda, distribution of false news, clandestine
publications, non-violent rebellion, illegal departure fromthe
national territory and others that contravene the nenti oned
standards. Also, the death penalty should be abolished.

4, Ratify the International Covenant on Econonic, Social and Cul tural
Ri ghts and the International Covenant on Civil and Politica
Ri ghts and sign the Optional Protocol of the latter
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Ratify the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949.

Integrate the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in the current
Consti tution.

Re-establish the Tri bunal of Constitutional and Social Guarantees.

Permit the United Nations Special Rapporteur on Cuba to enter
Cuban national territory so that he can conmply with his nmandate.

Dem litarize Cuban society.



