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QUESTI ON OF THE VI OLATI ON OF HUMAN RI GHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS
I N ANY PART OF THE WORLD, W TH PARTI CULAR REFERENCE TO COLONI AL AND
OTHER DEPENDENT COUNTRI ES AND TERRI TORI ES

Egypt (on behalf of the African G oup): draft resolution

1997/ ... Assistance to Equatorial Guinea in the
field of human rights

The Conmmi ssion on Hunan Ri ghts,

Recalling its resolution 1996/ 66 of 23 April 1996,

Qui ded by the principles enbodies in the Charter of the United Nations,
the Uni versal Declaration of Human Ri ghts and the Internati onal Covenants on
Human Ri ghts,

Reaffirm ng that all States have the obligation to pronmpte and protect
human rights and fundanental freedoms and fulfil the obligations they have
undertaken under the various international instruments in this field,

Bearing in mnd that since the adoption by the Econonic and Soci al

Council of its decision 1993/277 of 28 July 1993 and the appoi ntment of

M. Al ejandro Artuci o as Special Rapporteur of the Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts,
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t he Government of Equatorial Cuinea has received the advisory services of the
Speci al Rapporteur and the Centre for Human Ri ghts, and the Special Rapporteur
has observed progress in the field of human rights and fundanmental freedons,
as indicated in his reports (E/ CN. 4/1996/67 and E/ CN. 4/ 1997/ 54),

Takes note of the observation of the Special Rapporteur contained in his
| atest report that the Governnent of Equatorial Guinea is a party to the
I nternational Covenant on Econonic, Social and Cultural Rights, the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the Optiona
Protocols thereto, as well as to the Convention on the Elimnation of Al
Fornms of Discrimnation agai nst Wonen, and his observations that there is
political will on the part of the authorities and that efforts nade in this
regard have led to progress in the situation of human rights and fundanmenta
freedons,

Consci ous that some progress has been nade in the field of human rights
and fundanental freedons in Equatorial GCuinea,

Encour agi ng the Governnent, the political parties and governmental and
non- gover nnental organi zations to continue their efforts in pronoting and
protecting human rights and fundanmental freedons,

Noting with satisfaction that in January 1997 the Governnent and the

political parties of the opposition resuned political dialogue to revise the
Nati onal Pact concluded in 1993,

1. Wel cones the at nosphere of understandi ng, assistance and
cordiality which the authorities of Equatorial Guinea have provided for the
Speci al Rapporteur during his visits, particularly that of Decenber 1996;

2. Expresses its appreciation of the Governnents efforts in wel com ng

t he provision of advisory services and technical assistance, which have led to
sonme progress in the field of human rights and fundanental freedonms in
Equat ori al Gui nea;

3. Notes with interest that the continuing process of denocratization

in Equatorial Guinea has led the Government and the political parties of the
opposition to resune their political dialogue in order to revise the Nationa
Pact concl uded in 1993;
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4, Invites the Government, in anticipation of the elections for the
entire House of Representatives of the People, to take all the necessary
measures to guarantee transparency and respect for the electoral law in force
in Equatorial Guinea in order to facilitate the free participation of al
political parties in the electoral process;

5. Also invites the Governnent to continue the reform of the

el ectoral legislation in accordance with the reconmendati ons of the
United Nations electoral adviser and those of the Special Rapporteur contained
in his report;

6. Encour ages the Governnent to continue its actions ained at
pronmoting the enjoynment of economic, social and cultural rights;

7. Wel cones the inprovenent in the conditions of prisoners and
det ai nees introduced by the authorities, and requests that these efforts
continue in accordance with the Special Rapporteur's reconmendati ons;

8. Requests the United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights to
open a technical cooperation office for strengthening the national capacities
of Equatorial Cuinea in the field of human rights;

9. Requests the Centre for Human Rights to devel op a technica
cooperation project in partnership with the Government of Equatorial Guinea
and in cooperation with the United Nations Devel opment Progranme and ot her
United Nations bodi es and agenci es;

10. Decides to examine this question at its fifty-fourth session

under the itementitled “Advisory services in the field of human rights”.



