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QUESTI ON OF THE VI OLATI ON OF HUMAN RI GHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL
FREEDOMS | N ANY PART OF THE WORLD, W TH PARTI CULAR REFERENCE
TO COLONI AL AND OTHER DEPENDENT COUNTRI ES AND TERRI TORI ES

Australia*, Belgiunt, Bulgaria, Canada, Czech Republic,
Denmar k, Gernany, Honduras*, Hungary*., Iceland*, Israel*,
Italy, Nicaragua, Ronmania*, Slovenia*, Spain*, Sweden*,
the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedoni a*,

United States of Anerica, United Kingdom of G eat

Britain and Northern Ireland: draft resolution

1997/... Human rights in Cuba

The Commi ssion on Hunan Ri ghts,

Recalling its resolution 1996/69 of 23 April 1996 regarding the
extension of the mandate of the Special Rapporteur of the Comm ssion to review
and report on the situation of human rights in Cuba and to maintain direct
contact with the Governnent and citizens of Cuba,

Noti ng CGeneral Assenbly resolution 51/113 of 12 Decenber 1996 regarding

the situation of human rights in Cuba,

* |n accordance with rule 69, paragraph 3, of the rules of procedure of
the functional commissions of the Econom ¢ and Social Council

GE. 97- 12056 (E)



E/ CN. 4/ 1997/ L. 94
page 2

Reaffirm ng that all Menber States have an obligation to pronpote and
protect human rights and fundanental freedons as stated in the Charter of the
United Nations and el aborated in the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts,
the International Covenants on Human Ri ghts and ot her applicable human rights
i nstruments,

Consi dering the report on the situation of human rights in Cuba
submtted to the Commi ssion by the Special Rapporteur (E/ CN. 4/1997/53),

Prof oundly concerned at continued violations in Cuba of human rights and

fundamental freedons enunerated in the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts,
such as freedons of thought, conscience and religion, opinion and expression
assenbly and associ ation, and rights associated with the adm nistration of
justice,

Di smayed by the violation of right to life by the Governnent of Cuba in
shooting down two unarned civilian aircraft on 24 February 1996,

1. Commends the report of the Special Rapporteur and his efforts to

carry out his mandate concerning the situation of human rights in Cuba;

2. Calls upon the Government of Cuba to permt the Special Rapporteur
the opportunity to carry out his mandate in full, in particular by allow ng

himto visit Cuba;

3. Expresses particular concern that the Governnent of Cuba has

failed to carry out its conmtnment, common to all Menber States, to cooperate
with the Comm ssion on Human Rights, in conformty with Articles 55 and 56 of
the Charter of the United Nations;

4, Calls upon the Government of Cuba to consider acceding to human
rights instrunents to which it is not yet a party;

5. Regrets profoundly the numerous reports of violations of human

rights and fundanmental freedons, as described in the report of the

Speci al Rapporteur, and urges the Governnent of Cuba to ensure freedom of
expression and assenbly and the freedomto denonstrate peacefully, including
by allowi ng political parties and non-governnental organizations to function
freely in the country and by reformng legislation in this area;

6. Calls upon the Government of Cuba to carry out the reconmendati ons
contained in the report of the Special Rapporteur, to bring its observance of
human rights and fundanmental freedonms into conformty with international |aw
and applicable international human rights instruments and to end al

violations of human rights including, in particular, the detention and
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i mprisonnment as well as harassnent of and threats agai nst human rights

def enders and others who are engaged in the peaceful exercise of their rights,
and to grant access to the prisons by non-governnmental humanitarian

organi zations and international humanitarian agencies;

7. Calls especially upon the Gover nnent of Cuba to rel ease the

numer ous persons detained for activities of a political nature, including
those specifically nentioned in the report of the Special Rapporteur who
suffer frominadequate nedical care while inprisoned or whose rights as
journalists or jurists are inpeded or denied;

8. Calls upon the Government of Cuba to ensure that workers' rights
are safeguarded including through i ndependent and generalized collective

bar gai ni ng systens;

9. Decides to extend the nmandate of the Special Rapporteur for one
year;

10. Requests the Special Rapporteur to maintain direct contacts with
the Governnent and citizens of Cuba as specified in past resolutions of the
Commi ssi on;

11. Requests that the existing nechani snms of the Commi ssion on Human
Ri ghts continue giving attention to the situation of human rights in Cuba;

12. Invites the Special Rapporteur and the existing thematic
mechani sms of the Commission to cooperate fully and exchange informati on and
findings on the situation of human rights in Cuba;

13. Requests the Secretary-General to provide all necessary assistance
to the Special Rapporteur

14. Requests the Special Rapporteur to submit an interimreport to the
CGeneral Assenbly at its fifty-second session and to report to the Comr ssion
at its fifty-fourth session on the results of his endeavours pursuant to the
present resolution

15. Invites the Government of Cuba to consider the possibility of

requesting the establishnment of a progranme of advisory services.



