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QUESTI ON OF THE VI OLATI ON OF HUMAN RI GHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS
IN ANY PART OF THE WORLD, W TH PARTI CULAR REFERENCE TO COLONI AL
AND OTHER DEPENDENT COUNTRI ES AND TERRI TORI ES

Argentina, Australia*, Austria, Belgiunt, Bulgaria, Canada, Chile,
Cyprus*, Czech Republic, Dennmark, Estonia*, Finland*, France,
Gernmany, Greece*, Hungary*, lceland*, Ireland, Italy, Kenya*,
Latvia*, Liechtenstein*, Luxenbourg*, Madagascar, Netherl ands,
Norway*, Pol and*, Portugal*, Romania*, San Marino*, Senegal*,
Sl ovaki a*, Slovenia*, South Africa, Spain*, Sweden*, Switzerl and*,
The Fornmer Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia*, United Kingdom of
Geat Britain and Northern Ireland and Uruguay: draft resolution

1997/ ... Extrajudicial, summry or arbitrary executions

The Commi ssion on Hunan Ri ghts,

Recal ling the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts, which guarantees
the right to life, liberty and security of person

Having regard to the relevant provisions of the International Covenant

on Civil and Political Rights and the other conventions, protocols,

decl arations and resolutions that formthe | egal framework of the mandate of
t he Speci al Rapporteur on extrajudicial, sunmary or arbitrary executions,

i ncl udi ng those enunerated in Commr ssion resolution 1992/72 of 5 March 1992
and Ceneral Assenbly resolution 47/136 of 18 Decenber 1992,

* |In accordance with rule 69, paragraph 3, of the rules of procedure of
the functional commissions of the Econom ¢ and Social Council
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M ndful of General Assenbly resolutions on the subject of summary or
arbitrary executions, of which the latest is 51/92 of 12 Decenber 1996,

Recalling also Economic and Social Council resolution 1984/50 of

25 May 1984 and the Safeguards guaranteeing protection of the rights of those
facing the death penalty annexed thereto and Econom c and Soci al Counci
resolution 1989/64 of 24 May 1989 on their inplenentation, as well as the
Decl aration of Basic Principles of Justice for Victins of Crinme and Abuse

of Power, adopted by the General Assenbly in its resolution 40/ 34 of

29 Novenber 1985

Deeply alarnmed at the persistence, on a |arge scale, of extrajudicial

summary or arbitrary executions, in all parts of the world,

Di smayed that in a nunber of countries inpunity, the negation of
justice, continues to prevail and often renmains the main cause of the
conti nued occurrence of extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions in
t hose countri es,

Convi nced of the need for effective action to conbat and to elim nate
the abhorrent practice of extrajudicial, sunmary or arbitrary executions,
which represent a flagrant violation of the fundanental right to life,

1. Strongly condemms once again all the extrajudicial, summary or

arbitrary executions that continue to take place throughout the world;
2. Demands that all Governments ensure that the practice of
extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions be brought to an end and that

they take effective action to conbat and elim nate the phenonmenon;

3. Notes that inmpunity continues to be a nmjor cause of the
per petuation of violations of human rights, including extrajudicial, summary
or arbitrary executions;

4, Reiterates the obligation of all Governments to conduct exhaustive
and inpartial investigations into all suspected cases of extrajudicial,
arbitrary or summary executions, to identify and bring to justice those
responsi bl e, to grant adequate conpensation to the victins or their famlies
and to adopt all necessary neasures to prevent the recurrence of such
executions;

5. Encourages the Governnents of all States in which the death
penal ty has not been abolished to conply with their obligations under relevant

provi sions of international human rights instrunments, taking into account the
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saf eguards and guarantees referred to in Econom ¢ and Soci al Counci
resol utions 1984/50 of 25 May 1984 and 1989/64 of 24 May 1989;

6. Takes note of the report of the Special Rapporteur, including his
recommendati ons (E/ CN. 4/1997/60 and Add. 1);

7. Notes the inportant role the Special Rapporteur has played towards
the elimnation of extrajudicial, sumary or arbitrary executions and
encourages himto continue, within the framework of his mandate, to seek the
views and comments of all concerned, including Governments, in order to be
able to respond effectively to reliable information that cones before himand
to follow up on comunications and country visits;

8. Requests the Special Rapporteur, in carrying out his nmandate;

(a) To continue to exanm ne situations of extrajudicial, summary or
arbitrary executions and to subnmt on an annual basis his findings, together
wi th concl usions and recomendations, to the Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts, as
wel | as such other reports as the Special Rapporteur deens necessary in order
to keep the Conm ssion on Human Rights infornmed about such serious situations
of extrajudicial, sumrary or arbitrary executions as warrant its i mredi ate
attention;

(b) To respond effectively to information which conmes before him in
particul ar when an extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary execution is immnent
or seriously threatened or when such an execution has occurred;

(c) To enhance further his dialogue with Governnents, as well as to
foll ow up on recommendations made in reports after visits to particul ar
countries;

(d) To continue to pay special attention to extrajudicial, summary or
arbitrary executions of children and to all egations concerning violations of
the right to life in the context of violence against participants in
denonstrations and ot her peaceful public manifestations or agai nst persons
bel onging to mnorities;

(e) To pay special attention to extrajudicial, sunmary or arbitrary
executions where the victins are individuals who are carrying out peacefu
activities in defence of human rights and fundanmental freedons;

(f) To continue nonitoring the inplementation of existing
i nternational standards on safeguards and restrictions relating to the

i mposition of capital punishment, bearing in nmnd the comments nade by the
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Human Ri ghts Conmittee in its interpretation of article 6 of the Internationa
Covenant on Civil and Political R ghts, as well as the Second Optiona
Prot ocol thereto;

(9) To apply a gender-perspective in his work;

9. Urges the Special Rapporteur to draw to the attention of the
Uni ted Nations Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Ri ghts such situations of
extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions as are of particularly serious
concern to himor where early action mght prevent further deterioration

10. Wl cones the cooperation established between the Speci al
Rapporteur and other United Nations nechanisns and procedures in the field of
human rights and encourages the Special Rapporteur to continue efforts in this
regard;

11. Urges Governnments to undertake all necessary and possi bl e neasures
to prevent loss of life during situations of public manifestations, interna
and comunal viol ence, disturbances, tension and public energency or armed
conflicts, and to ensure that the police and security forces receive thorough
training in human rights matters, in particular, with regard to restrictions
on the use of force and firearns in the discharge of their functions;

12. Appeal s to all CGovernnents to ensure that all persons deprived of
their liberty are treated with humanity and with respect for the inherent
dignity of the human person and that conditions in places of detention conform
to the Standard M nimum Rules for the Treatnent of Prisoners and, where
applicable, in the 1949 Geneva Conventions and the 1977 Protocols thereto in
relation to the treatnent of prisoners in arned conflicts, and other pertinent
i nternational instrunents;

13. Strongly urges all Governnents:

(a) To cooperate with and assist the Special Rapporteur so that his
mandate may be carried out effectively, including, where appropriate, by
issuing invitations to the Special Rapporteur when he so requests, in keeping
with the usual ternms of reference for m ssions by Special Rapporteurs of the
Commi ssi on on Human Ri ghts;

(b) To respond to the conmunications transmtted to them by the
Speci al Rapporteur;

14. Expresses its appreciation to those Governnents that have invited

t he Special Rapporteur to visit their countries, asks themto examn ne

carefully the recomendati ons nade by him invites themto report to the
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Speci al Rapporteur on action taken on these reconmmendati ons, and requests
ot her Covernnents, including those nentioned in the report of the Specia
Rapporteur, to cooperate in a simlar way;

15. Expresses its concern that a nunber of Governnents nentioned in

the report of the Special Rapporteur have not replied to specific allegations
and reports of extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions transmtted to
them by the Special Rapporteur

16. Encour ages Governnents, United Nations bodi es and organs, the
speci al i zed agenci es and intergovernmental and non-governnental organizations,
as appropriate, to initiate, coordinate or support progranmes designed to
train and educate mlitary forces, |aw enforcenent officers and government
officials, as well as nenbers of the United Nati ons peace-keepi ng or observer
m ssi ons, on human rights and humanitarian |aw i ssues connected with their
wor k, and appeals to the international community to support endeavours to that
end;

17. Requests the Secretary-General to provide the Special Rapporteur
fromw thin existing resources, with additional human, financial and materia
resources, in order to enable himto carry out his nmandate effectively,

i ncludi ng through country visits;

18. Al so requests the Secretary-Ceneral to continue to use his best

endeavours in cases where the m ninum standard of |egal safeguards provided
for in articles 6, 9, 14 and 15 of the International Covenant on Civil and

Political Rights appears not to be respected;

19. Further requests the Secretary-General to continue, in close
col | aboration with the United Nations Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights, in
conformty with his mandate established by the General Assenbly inits
resol ution 48/ 141 of 20 Decenber 1993, to ensure that personnel specialized in
human rights and humanitarian | aw i ssues formpart of United Nations m ssions,
where appropriate, in order to deal with serious human rights violations, such
as extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions;

20. Decides to consider the question of extrajudicial, summary or
arbitrary executions as a matter of priority at its fifty-fourth session under
the itementitled “Question of the violation of human rights and fundanenta
freedons in any part of the world, with particular reference to colonial and

ot her dependent countries and territories”



