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FURTHER PROMOTI ON AND ENCOURAGEMENT OF HUMAN RI GHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL
FREEDOMS, | NCLUDI NG THE QUESTI ON OF THE PROGRAMVE AND METHODS OF
WORK OF THE COWM SSI ON

HUMAN RI GHTS, MASS EXODUSES AND DI SPLACED PERSONS

Argentina, Austria, Bulgaria, Colonbia, Cyprus*, Czech Republic,

Denmark, Finland*, France, Gernmany, Greece*, Hungary*, Irel and,

Italy, Mbzanbi que, Netherlands, Norway*, Peru*, Portugal*,
Republic of Korea, Sweden* and Uruguay: draft resolution

1997/ ... Internally displaced persons

The Commi ssion on Hunan Ri ghts,

Deeply disturbed by the alarm ngly high nunbers of internally displaced

persons throughout the world who receive i nadequate protection and assi stance,
and conscious of the serious problemthis is creating for the internationa
comunity,

Noting with concern that many serious situations of internal

di spl acement do not receive sufficient attention and response,

* |n accordance with rule 69, paragraph 3, of the rules of procedure of
the functional commissions of the Econom ¢ and Social Council

GE. 97- 11843 (E)
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Conscious of the human rights and the humanitarian di nensions of the
probl em of internally displaced persons and the responsibilities this poses
for States and the international community to explore nmethods and neans better
to address their protection and assi stance needs,

Recalling the relevant nornms of international human rights instrunents,
of international humanitarian | aw and anal ogous refugee |aw,

Recal ling the enphasis in the Vienna Declaration and Programe of Action
on the need to devel op gl obal strategies to address the problem of interna
di spl acenent,

Bearing in mnd Ceneral Assenbly resolutions 49/169 of 23 Decenber 1994
and 50/ 195 of 22 Decenmber 1996 and, in particular, the call by the Cenera

Assenbly on the Comm ssion to consider the question of establishing an
appropriate legal framework for the internally displaced, on the basis of the
report of the representative of the Secretary-General

Recogni zi ng that the protection of internally displaced persons would be
strengthened by identifying, reaffirm ng and consolidating specific rights for
their protection,

Wl comi ng the cooperation established between the representative of the
Secretary-Ceneral and the United Nations H gh Commi ssioner for Human Ri ghts,
the United Nations Hi gh Conm ssioner for Refugees, the United Nations
Devel opnent Programme, the Department of Humanitarian Affairs and the World
Food Programre as well as the International Conmittee of the Red Cross and
ot her relevant international and regional organi zations and agenci es,

Reaffirm ng the finding of the representative of the Secretary-Genera
that a central coordination nmechanismto assign responsibilities in emergency
situations is essential, and welconming in this context the establishment, by
the Inter-Agency Standing Committee, of the Task Force on Internally Displaced
Per sons,

Wl coming the decision by the Inter-Agency Standing Comrittee to invite
the representative of the Secretary-GCGeneral to participate in its relevant
nmeetings, as well as in its Task Force, and encouraging further strengthening
of this collaboration in order to pronote better assistance, protection and

devel opnent strategies for internally displaced persons,
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Recalling its resolution 1996/52 of 19 April 1996
1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the representative

of the Secretary-General on internally displaced persons (E/ CN. 4/1997/43 and
Add. 1) ;

2. Commends the representative of the Secretary-General for the
activities undertaken so far, despite the limted resources available to him
and for the catalytic role he continues to play to raise the |evel of
consci ousness about the plight of internally displaced persons;

3. Expresses its appreciation to those Governnents and

i ntergovernmental and non-governnmental organi zati ons which have provided

assi stance and protection to internally displaced persons and have supported
the work of the representative of the Secretary-Ceneral, urges themto
continue to do so and calls upon others to provide support for the efforts of

the representative

4, Encour ages the representative of the Secretary-Ceneral through
conti nuous di al ogue with Governnents and all intergovernnmental and

non- gover nnent al organi zati ons concerned to continue his analysis of the
causes of internal displacenent, the needs of those displaced, neasures of
prevention and ways to strengthen protection, assistance and solutions for the
internally displaced, taking into account specific situations;

5. Recalls the conpilation and analysis of |egal nornms submitted by
the representative of the Secretary-General, which concludes that while
present international |aw covers many aspects of particular relevance to
internally displaced persons, there are several significant areas in which the
law fails to provide sufficient protection

6. Encourages the representative of the Secretary-Ceneral to
continue, on the basis of his conpilation and analysis of |legal norns, to
devel op a conprehensive framework for the protection of internally displaced
persons and wel cones the preparation of guiding principles to this end, and
requests the representative to report thereon to the Comrission at its
fifty-fourth session;

7. Enphasi zes the need for better inplenentation of existing

international |aw applicable to internally displaced persons;
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8. Requests the Secretary-General to ensure the rapid publication, in
all the United Nations working | anguages, and its w de di ssem nation, of the
conpil ation and anal ysis of |egal nornms submitted by his representative and
encourages Governments to translate it into other |anguages;

9. Wl cones the specific attention paid by the representative of the
Secretary-Ceneral to the special assistance, protection and devel opment needs
of internally displaced wonen and chil dren and encourages himto continue to
address these needs;

10. Thanks Governments which have invited the representative of the
Secretary-Ceneral to visit their countries and invites themto give due
consi deration, in their dialogue with the representative, to his
recommendati ons and suggestions and to meke avail able i nformation on neasures
t aken t hereon;

11. Calls upon all Governments to facilitate the activities of the
representative of the Secretary-Ceneral, in particular those Governnents with
situations of internal displacenment which have not yet extended invitations or
responded positively to requests for information fromthe representative;

12. Commends the representative of the Secretary-Ceneral for his
efforts to pronote a conprehensive strategy for better protection, assistance
and devel opnent for internally displaced persons, and | ooks forward to the
conprehensi ve study being prepared by himand to the reconmendati ons therein

13. Encourages the representative of the Secretary-Ceneral and the
United Nations Hi gh Conmi ssioner for Human Rights, as well as the
United Nations Hi gh Comm ssioner for Refugees, the United Nations Devel opnent
Programme, the Departnent for Humanitarian Affairs, the Wrld Food Progranmre,
the International Conmittee of the Red Cross and all other rel evant
humani t ari an assi stance and devel opment organi zations to further enhance their
col | aboration by devel opi ng frameworks of cooperation to pronpote protection
assi stance and devel opnent for internally displaced persons;

14. Urges these organi zations, especially through the Inter-Agency
Standing Conmittee and its Task Force on Internally Displaced Persons, to
continue to focus on problens relating to and solutions for internally
di spl aced persons, including the setting up of a nore conprehensive and
coherent system of collecting data on their situation and to strengthen their

col l aboration with the representative of the Secretary-General
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15. Wel conmes the initiatives undertaken by regional organizations,
such as the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe, the
Organi zation of African Unity and the Organi zation of Anerican States, to
address the assistance, protection and devel opment needs of internally
di spl aced persons, and encourages themto strengthen these activities and
their cooperation with the representative;

16. Wel cones the attention paid by rel evant rapporteurs, working
groups, experts and treaty bodies to issues of internal displacenent, and
calls upon themto continue to seek information on situations which have
al ready created or could create internal displacement and to include rel evant
i nformati on and recomendations thereon in their reports and make them
available to the representative of the Secretary-Ceneral

17. Calls upon the United Nations Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Ri ghts
to devel op projects, in cooperation with Governnents, relevant internationa
organi zations and the representative of the Secretary-General, to pronote the
human rights of internally displaced persons, as part of the programre of
advi sory services and technical cooperation, and to include in his report to
t he Conmi ssion information on their inplenmentation

18. Requests the Secretary-General to provide his representative, from
within existing resources, with all necessary assistance to carry out his
mandat e effectively, and encourages the representative of the
Secretary-Ceneral to continue to seek the contribution of |ocal, national and
regi onal institutions;

19. Decides to continue its consideration of the question at its

fifty-fourth session.



