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FURTHER PROMOTI ON AND ENCOURAGEMENT OF HUMAN RI GHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL
FREEDOVE, | NCLUDI NG THE QUESTI ON O THE PROGRAMME AND METHODS OF
WRK G- THE COW SSI ON

Af ghani stan*, Argentina, Australia*, Bulgaria, Canada, Chile, Coatia*,

Cyprus*, Dennark, Dom nican Republic, France, Germany, reece*, Haiti*,

Hungarv*, lreland, Italy, ©Mudagascar*, Netherl ands, N caragua, Norway*,

Pol and*, Portugal *, Republic of Korea, Ronania*, Russian Federation,
Sl ovaki a*, Spai n*, Sweden*, Switzerland*, the forner Yugosl av Republic
of Macedoni a*, Tuni sia* and lKkraine: draft resolution

1997/ ... Devel opnent _of public infornmation activities in the field of
hunan rights, including the Wrld Public |Information Canpai gn

for Human R ghts

The Commi ssion on Hunan R ghts

Reaffirmng that activities to inprove public know edge in the field of
human rights are essential to the fulfilment of the principles and purposes of
the United Nations set out in Article 1, paragraph 3, of the Charter of the
United Nations, and that carefully designed progranmres of teaching, education
and information are essential to the achi evenent of |asting respect for hunman

rights and fundanental freedons,

* In accordance with rule 69, para. 3, of the rules of procedure of the
functional comm ssions of the Economi c and Social Council.
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Recalling previous CGeneral Assenbly and its own resolutions on this
subj ect

Recogni zing the significant effect of United Nations initiatives on
public information activities in the field of human rights, in particular
those undertaken by the H gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights,

Taking note of the valuable role that non-governnental organizations can
play in this endeavour,

Believing that the Wrld Public Informati on Canpai gn for Human R ghts is
a val uabl e conplenent to the activities of the United Nations ained at the
further pronotion and protection of human rights and fundanental freedons, and
recalling the inportance attached by the Wrld Conference on Human Rights to
strengthening the Wrld Canpai gn,

1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the

Secretary-General on the devel opment of public information activities in the
field of human rights, including the Wrld Public Information Canpai gn for
Human R ghts (E/ CON 4/1997/36), which contains, inter alia, a conprehensive
review of the relevant programmes of information and publication undertaken by
the H gh Conmi ssioner and by the Departnent of Public Information;

2. Appreciates the neasures taken by the Departnent of Public
Information and the H gh Conm ssioner/Centre for Human R ghts to ensure the
further production and effective dissem nation of human rights information
materials in regional and |ocal |anguages, in close cooperation wth regional,
national and |ocal organizations as well as with Governnents, in particular as
a conponent of the technical assistance projects in the field of human rights;

3. Urges the H gh Conmi ssioner/Centre for Human Rights and the
Departrment of Public Information to cooperate closely in the realization of
the information and publication programmes in the field of hunan rights,

i ncluding the inplenentation of the new infornmation strategy and the rel evant
preparatory work for the fiftieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of
Human R ghts

4. Encourages the H gh Conm ssioner/Centre for Human Rights to
conti nue the devel opnent of training courses and materials such as targeted
training manual s for professional audiences, referred to in the report of the

Secr et ary- General
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5. V| cones the establishment of an Internet site by the H gh
Conmi ssioner for Human R ghts and encourages the H gh Conm ssioner/ Centre for
Human R ghts to nmake available in a tinmely fashion on the website
Uni ted Nations docunents and publications as well as databases for the
pronotion of human rights, in the official |anguages of the United Nations,
and encourages the efforts of the Departnent of Public Information with
respect to conputer-accessible informati on on human rights;

6. Urges the Departnent of Public Information, in cooperation wth
the H gh Conmi ssioner/Centre for Human Rights, to utilize fully and
effectively United Nations information centres for the purpose of
di ssemnating, within their designated areas of activity, basic information
and reference materials on hunman rights and fundanmental freedons, in the
of ficial |anguages of the United Nations;

7. Urges the Departnent of Public Information to produce, in
cooperation with the H gh Comm ssioner/Centre for Hunan Ri ghts, information
material, in particular audio-visual material, on all aspects of hunan rights
in connection with the World Public Information Canpaign for Human Rights, the
fiftieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human R ghts and the
Uni ted Nations Decade for Human Rights Educati on;

8. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to take advantage as nmuch as
possi bl e of the collaboration of non-governnental organizations in the
i npl enentation of the World Public Information Canpaign, in the preparation of
public information activities for the fiftieth anniversary of the Universal
Decl aration of Human Rights and in the activities relating to the
Uni ted Nations Decade for Human Rights Educati on;

9. Encourages all Menber States to make special efforts to provide,
facilitate and promote publicity for the activities of the United Nations in
the field of human rights, including considering the creation of national
committees for the fiftieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights and for the United Nati ons Decade for Human R ghts Education, to accord
priority to the dissenmnation in their respective national and |ocal |anguages
of the Universal Declaration of Human R ghts, the International Covenants on
Human R ghts and other international instrunments and to provide infornation
and education on the practical ways in which the rights and freedons enjoyed

under these instrunents can be exerci sed;



E/ ON 4/ 1997/ L. 73
page 4

10. Encourages all Menber States to devel op specific progranmres and
strategies for ensuring the widest human rights education and di ssem nati on of
public information and, in drawing up national action plans for the pronotion
and protection of human rights, to include broad-based educati on and public
i nformati on programes on hurman rights and to inplenment a gender perspective
in accordance with the reconmrendati ons adopted by the Wrld Conference on
Human R ghts and the Fourth World Conference on Wnen;

11. Calls upon the H gh Conmm ssioner for Human R ghts to coordi nate
and harnoni ze human rights infornation strategies within the United Nations
system in close cooperation with all relevant United Nati ons agenci es and
bodi es;

12. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to nake avail abl e adequat e
resources fromw thin the regul ar budget of the United Nations in order to
all ow the H gh Commi ssioner/Centre for Hunan R ghts and the Departnent of
Public Information to inplenment fully their expanded publications progranme;

13. Al so requests the Secretary-CGeneral to submt to the Conm ssion

at its fifty-fifth session, a report on public infornation activities, with
speci al enphasis on the activities relating to the Wrrld Public Information
Canpai gn for Human Rights and those for the fiftieth anniversary of the
Uni versal Declaration of Human R ghts, including information on
expenditures incurred in the biennium 1996-1997 and t hose envi saged for the
bi enni um 1998- 1999;

14, Decides to continue its consideration of the question at its
fifty-fifth session under the agenda itementitled "Further pronotion and
encour agenent of human rights and fundanental freedons, including the question

of the programre and met hods of work of the Comm ssion”.



