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Egypt (on behalf of the African G oup): draft resolution

1997/... Situation of human rights in Burund

The Commi ssion on Hunan Ri ghts,

Quided by the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights and the International Covenants on Human Ri ghts,

Reaffirm ng its conplete determ nation with regard to respect for the
principles of the rule of |aw, which involves denpcracy, national unity,
pluralismand respect for human rights and fundanmental freedons,

Reaffirm ng also that all States have the right and duty to pronote and

protect human rights and to fulfil their obligations under the various
instruments to which they are parties;

Recalling its resolution 1996/1 of 27 March 1996

Recalling also Security Council resolution 1072 (1996) of
30 August 1996,

Aware of the fact that Burundi is a party to the 1951 Conventi on

relating to the Status of Refugees, to the 1967 Protocol relating to the
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Status of Refugees, to the Organization of African Unity Convention Governing
the Specific Aspects of Refugee Problems in Africa, to the Internationa
Covenant on Civil and Political R ghts and to the International Covenant on
Econom ¢, Social and Cultural Rights,

Concerned about the coup d'état which took place on 25 July 1996 in
Bur undi

Enphasi zing that the primary responsibility for peace lies with the
peopl e of Burundi,

Noti ng the undertakings of the new authorities to restore peace and
security with a view to pronoting soci o-econoni c devel opnent,

Enphasi zi ng that the Government of Burundi is responsible for ensuring
the safety of its population as well as that of personnel of internationa

humani t ari an organi zati ons, refugees, returnees and di spl aced peopl e,

Acknow edgi ng the efforts made by the United Nations, the Organization
of African Unity and the European Union ainmed at contributing to a peacefu
settlenent of the Burundian crisis,

Taking into account the conclusions of the regional sunmits, including

those held in Arusha, Nairobi and Brazzaville, on the situation in the G eat
Lakes region, and in Burundi in particular

Consi dering the decisions, conclusions and recomrendati ons adopted by
the Council of Mnisters of the Organization of African Unity in Tripoli

Recogni zing the inportant role of wonen in the reconciliation process
and the search for peace, and urging the Governnent to integrate theminto the
comunity and inprove their living conditions,

1. Takes note of the interimreport of the Special Rapporteur
(A/ 51/ 459, annex) on the situation of human rights in Burundi, and his second
report (E/CN. 4/1997/12 and Corr.1), as well as its addendum of 7 March 1997,

2. Supports the efforts made by the United Nations, the Organization
of African Unity and the European Union nediators in the search for a |asting
solution to the problens of the Geat Lakes region, and especially the efforts
made by the Special Representatives of the Secretary-Ceneral of the
United Nations and the Organi zation of African Unity;

3. Encourages the Organization of African Unity, particularly through
its Mechanismfor Conflict Prevention, Managenent and Resol ution, to put an

end to the further deterioration of the situation
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4. Appeals to the countries of the region which inposed sanctions on
Burundi to carry out an objective evaluation of the situation prevailing in
the country as the result of the inplenmentation of sanctions and to review the
sanctions in the light of progress in the peace process;

5. Strongly condemms the massacres of innocent civilians by al

parties, summary and extrajudicial executions, enforced di sappearances,

arbitrary arrests and detention, violence and restrictions on novenent;

6. Encourages all the parties to the conflict to work towards endi ng
the cycle of violence and unacceptable killings of innocent people, including

refugees, and in particular wonen, children and the elderly;

7. Regrets that the changes which occurred on 25 July 1996 were
unconstitutional but notes the intention of the transitional governnent to
call a general election after three years in power;

8. Strongly condemms the nurder of three workers fromthe del egation

of the International Conmittee of the Red Cross which took place at Migina in
the Ci bitoke province on 4 June 1996, and urges the Government of Burundi to
publish the results of the investigations carried out in this connection and
to bring the culprits to justice;

9. Urges the CGovernnent of Burundi and, in particular, the arned
forces of Burundi, as well as the other parties involved in the hostilities,
scrupul ously to respect the principles and rules of international humanitarian
law and to facilitate the activities of the International Conmittee of the Red
Cross so that it may carry out its nandate;

10. Notes the functioning of the Crim nal Appeal Court and requests
the Governnent of Burundi to do everything possible to facilitate its work so
as to eradicate inpunity quickly;

11. Expresses its satisfaction at the dismantling of the radio

stations whi ch broadcast nessages of hatred and violence, as well as the
sanctions taken against | ocal newspapers which were pursuing the sane
obj ectives;

12. Encour ages the Burundian authorities in their efforts to pronpote
conditions for reformand national reconciliation

13. Supports the Governnment of Burundi in its conmtment to continuing
t he di al ogue anong the Burundi ans, including arned factions, in order to reach

a lasting political settlenent and to pronote a climte of reconciliation
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14. Urges the international comunity to continue to provide
humani tari an assi stance needed by di spl aced persons and returnees in Burundi
15. Calls upon the Government of Burundi to continue to cooperate
with the Human Rights Field Operation in Burundi and to provide it with access
t hroughout the country;
16. Calls for the expansion of the Hunan Rights Field Operation to
35 observers as planned and agreed;

17. Makes a strong appeal to the international comunity to commt

itself resolutely to contributing to reconciliation and confidence-building in
the G eat Lakes region;

18. Wel cones the international efforts to reach a durable solution to
the conflict in Burundi and calls on all parties to work constructively with
the international nediators;

19. Requests States not to allowtheir territories to be used as bases
for incursions or attacks against other States, in violation of the principles
of international |aw and of the Charter of the United Nations;

20. Condemms the illegal sale and distribution of weapons and rel ated
material s which disturb peace and security in the region

21. Urges States and international and governnental organizations to
cooperate with any initiatives ainmed at the reconstructi on of Burundi and
calls upon international financial institutions to support these initiatives;

22. Wl comes with satisfaction the inplenentation of a programe of

techni cal assistance, and invites the United Nations Hi gh Comm ssioner for
Human Ri ghts/ Centre for Human Rights to provide ongoi ng assi stance,
particularly in the field of justice and the training of menbers of the arned
forces and the police, and to pronote human rights;

23. Requests the Special Rapporteur to report to the Conmmi ssion on
Human Rights at its fifty-fourth session under agenda item 10 and to the

CGeneral Assenbly at its fifty-second session



