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Australia*, Bolivia*, Canada, Chile, Col onbia, Dennmark,
Estonia*, Finland*, G eece*, CGuatenala*, Honduras*,
Mexi co, New Zeal and*, N caragua, Norway*, Peru*,

Spai n*, Sweden* and Switzerland*: draft resolution

1997/ ... Wrking G oup on |Indi genous Popul ati ons of
t he Sub- Conmi ssion on Prevention of
Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities
and the International Decade of the Wirld's
| ndi genous Peopl e

The Commi ssion on Hunan Ri ghts,

Conscious that, in various situations, indigenous people are unable to
enjoy their inalienable human rights and fundanental freedons, determined to
do everything possible to pronote the enjoynment of the human rights and
fundament al freedons of indigenous people, and bearing in m nd that
i nternational standards nust be devel oped on the basis of the diverse

situations and aspirations of the world' s indigenous peopl e,

* In accordance with rule 69, paragraph 3, of the rules of procedure of
the functional commissions of the Econom c and Social Council

GE. 97-11906 (E)
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Bearing in mnd that one of the purposes of the United Nations, as set

forth in the Charter, is the achievenent of international cooperation in
solving international problens of an economic, social, cultural or

humani tarian character and in pronoting and encouragi ng respect for human
rights and fundanental freedons for all w thout distinction as to race, sex,
| anguage or religion

Affirmng its recognition of the value and diversity of the cultures and

forms of social organization of indigenous people, and that the devel opnent of
i ndi genous people within their countries will contribute to the
soci o- econom ¢, cultural and environnmental advancenent of all the countries of
t he worl d,

Recal ling that the goal of the International Decade of the Wrld's
I ndi genous People is to strengthen international cooperation for the solution
of problens faced by indi genous people in such areas as human rights, the
environnent, devel opnent, education and health, and that the thenme of the
Decade is “Indi genous people: partnership in action”

Recogni zi ng the inportance of consultation and cooperation with
i ndi genous people in planning and inpl ementing the programre of activities for
the Decade, the need for adequate financial support fromthe internationa
comunity, including support fromw thin the United Nations and the
speci al i zed agencies, and the need for adequate coordinati on and comuni cation
channel s,

Recalling also Economi ¢ and Social Council resolution 1982/ 34 of

7 May 1982, in which the Council authorized the Sub-Commi ssion on Prevention
of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities to establish annually a working
group on indi genous popul ations with the mandate to revi ew devel opnent s
pertaining to the pronotion and protection of the human rights and fundanmenta
freedons of indigenous people, giving special attention to the evol ution of
standards concerning the rights of indigenous people,

|
Report ononhh@rWieki ngnGodupi enr | nilhgénous aRdp &t at eohs oaf of h&él Sobi Coesi Ssi on

1. Takes note of the report of the Sub-Commi ssion on the Prevention
of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities on its forty-eighth session
(E/ CN. 4/ 1997/ 2- E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1996/ 41) and of the report of the Wbrking G oup on
its fourteenth session (E/ CN. 4/Sub.?2/1996/21 and Corr.1);
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2. Urges the Wrking Group to continue its conprehensive revi ew of
devel opnents and of the diverse situations and aspirations of the Wrld's
i ndi genous peopl e, and wel cones its proposal to highlight specific themes of
the International Decade of the World's |Indigenous People at its future
sessi ons;

3. Invites the Working Group to take into account in its
del i berati ons on devel opnents pertaining to the pronotion and protection of
the human rights of indigenous people the work, within the framework of their
respecti ve mandates, of all thematic special rapporteurs, special
representatives, independent experts, working groups and expert sem nars as
it pertains to the situation of indigenous people;

4, Recommends to the Econonmic and Soci al Council that the Working
Group be authorized to neet for five working days prior to the forty-ninth
session of the Sub-Conmm ssion

5. Invites the Working Group to continue its consideration as to
whet her there are ways in which the contribution of expertise fromindi genous
people to the work of the Working G oup m ght be enhanced, and encourages al
the initiatives that can be taken by Governnents, organizations of indigenous
peopl e and non-governnental organizations to ensure the full participation of
i ndi genous people in the activities related to the tasks of the Working G oup

6. Takes note of paragraph 6 of Sub-Conm ssion resolution 1996/ 31
regardi ng the working paper on the concept of indigenous people prepared by
t he Chai rperson- Rapporteur of the Wrking Goup (E/ CN 4/ AC. 4/ 1996/ 2);

7. Requests the Secretary-General

(a) To gi ve adequate resources and assistance to the Wrking Group in
di scharging its tasks, including adequate disseni nation of information about
the activities of the Working Group to Governnents, specialized agencies,
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons and organi zati ons of indi genous people, in
order to encourage the w dest possible participation in its work;

(b) To transmt the reports of the Wirking G oup to CGovernnents
organi zati ons of indi genous people and intergovernmental and non-governnenta
organi zations, as soon as possible, for specific comrents and suggesti ons;

8. Appeals to all Governnents, organizations and individuals in a
position to do so to consider contributing to the United Nations Vol untary

Fund for Indigenous Popul ati ons;
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International Decade of the World's | ndi genous People

9. Takes note of the report of the H gh Conm ssioner for Human Ri ghts
(E/ CN. 4/ 1997/ 101) ;

10. Invites the Working Group on I ndigenous Popul ati ons to continue
its review of activities undertaken during the International Decade of the
Worl d's | ndi genous Peopl e, and encourages Governnents and intergovernnenta
and non-governnental organizations to provide information on the
i mpl enentati on of the goals of the Decade, in accordance wi th paragraph 16 of
the annex to General Assenbly resolution 50/157 of 21 Decenber 1995;

11. Wel cones the affirmation by the General Assenbly that a nmgjor
objective of the Decade is the adoption of a declaration on the rights of
i ndi genous people and its recognition that anong the inportant objectives of
the Decade is the consideration of the possible establishnment of a pernmanent
forum for indigenous people within the United Nations;

12. Recommends that the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for Human
Ri ghts assume responsibility for coordination of the Decade;

13. Requests the Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Rights to consider
organi zi ng, taking into account the United Nations Decade for Human Ri ghts
Educati on and recogni zing the inportance of strengthening the capacity of
i ndi genous people to develop their own solutions to their problens, a workshop
for research and hi gher education institutions focusing on indi genous issues
in education, to inprove exchange of information between such institutions and
to encourage future cooperation, in consultation w th indigenous people and in
col l aboration with the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultura
Organi zation and other relevant United Nations bodies;

14. Requests the Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Ri ghts, noting the
request by the General Assenbly to the Secretary-Ceneral to produce an annua
report reviewing activities within the United Nations system under the
programme of activities for the Decade, and to subnit an update of this report
to the Comm ssion on Human Rights at its fifty-fourth session under the agenda
itementitled “Indi genous issues”

15. Enphasi zes the inportant role of international cooperation in
pronmoting the goals and activities of the Decade and the rights, well-being

and sust ai nabl e devel opment of i ndi genous peopl e;
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16. Encour ages Governnents to support the Decade by contributing to
the Voluntary Fund for the Decade;

17. Al so_encourages Governments, as appropriate, recognizing the

i nportance of action at the national level for the inplementation of the goals
and activities of the Decade, to support the Decade, in consultation with
i ndi genous peopl e, by

(a) Preparing rel evant programes, plans and reports in relation to
t he Decade and establishing national committees or other nmechani snms invol ving
i ndi genous people to ensure that the objectives and activities of the Decade
are planned and inplemented on the bases of full partnership wth indigenous
peopl €;

(b) Seeki ng nmeans of giving indigenous people greater responsibility
for their own affairs and an effective voice in decisions on matters which
af fect them

(c) Identifying resources for activities designed to inplenent the
goal s of the Decade;

18. Appeal s to intergovernnmental and non-governmental organizations to
support the Decade by identifying resources for activities designed to
i npl enment the goals of the Decade, in cooperation with indi genous peopl e;

19. Encour ages Governnents to consider contributing, as appropriate,
in support of the achievenent of the goals of the Decade, to the Fund for the
Devel opnent of I ndigenous Peoples of Latin Anerica and the Cari bbean

20. Recommends that the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for Human
Ri ghts, when devel opi ng programmes within the framework of the Internationa
Decade for the World' s Indi genous People and the United Nati ons Decade for
Human Ri ghts Education, give due regard to the devel opnent of human rights
trai ning for indigenous people;

21. Encourages the United Nations H gh Conmi ssioner for Human Ri ghts
to cooperate with the Departnment of Public Information in preparing and
di ssem nating infornmation on the International Decade of the Wrld's
I ndi genous Peopl e, taking due care to portray accurately the information
regardi ng i ndi genous peopl e;

22. Invites the United Nations financial and devel opnental
institutions, operational programres and specialized agencies, in accordance

with the existing procedures of their governing bodies;
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(a) To give increased priority and resources to inproving the
condi tions of indigenous people, with particular enphasis on the needs of
t hese people in devel oping countries, including by the preparation of specific
programes of action for the inplenentation of the goals of the Decade, within
their areas of conpetence;

(b) To | aunch special projects, through appropriate channels and in
col | aboration with indi genous people, for strengthening their comunity-I|eve
initiatives, and to facilitate the exchange of information and experti se anong
i ndi genous peopl e and other relevant experts;

(c) To designate focal points or other nechanisns for coordination
with the Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts/Centre for Human Ri ghts of
activities relating to the Decade;

23. Deci des to consider the International Decade of the Wrld' s
I ndi genous People at its fifty-fourth session under the agenda itementitled

“1 ndi genous issues”.



