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Argentina, Belgiunt, Benin, Bolivia*, Canada, Chile, Colonbia, Cyprus*,
Denmar k, Doni ni can Republic, El Salvador, Estonia*, Finland*, G eece*,
Guat emal a*, Honduras*, lceland*, lLatvia*, Mexico, Nepal, Netherl ands,
New Zeal and*, Ni caragua, Norway*, Peru*, Portugal*, Russian Federation
Spai n*, Sweden*, Switzerland*, Ukraine, Uruguay and Venezuel a*:

draft resolution

1997/... A permanent forum for indi genous people in the
United Nations system

The Commi ssion on Hunan Ri ghts,

Recal ling the recomendati ons pertaining to indigenous people included in the
Vi enna Decl arati on and Progranmme of Action adopted by the World Conference on Human
Ri ghts (A/ CONF. 157/23), in particular the recommendati on that the establishment of
a permanent forum for indigenous people in the United Nations system should be
consi dered,

Recalling also the recommendati ons of the United Nations Conference on

Envi ronment and Devel opnent to invol ve indi genous people and their conmmunities in
the United Nations programes of environment and devel opment as stated in

article 22 of the Rio Declaration on Environnent and Devel opnent and chapter 26 of
Agenda 21,

* |In accordance with rule 69, paragraph 3, of the rules of procedure of the
functional comm ssions of the Econom ¢ and Social Council.
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Recal ling further that the programme of activities for the Internationa
Decade of the World's |Indigenous People adopted by the General Assenbly inits
resol uti on 50/ 157 recogni zes anong the inportant objectives of the Decade that
consi deration should be given to the establishnent of a permanent forum for
i ndi genous people in the United Nations system

Bearing in mnd its previous resolutions 1994/28 of 4 March 1994,

1995/ 30 of 3 March 1995 and 1996/41 of 19 April 1996, as well as
Ceneral Assenbly resolutions 49/214 of 23 December 1994, 50/157 of
21 Decenber 1995 and 51/78 of 12 Decenber 1996,

1. Wel cones the Secretary-CGeneral's review of the existing
mechani sms, procedures and programmes within the United Nati ons concerning
i ndi genous peopl e (A/51/493);

2. Takes note of the recommendation of the CGeneral Assenbly in
Assenbly resol ution 50/157 that the Comm ssion on Human Rights, draw ng on the
results of the Copenhagen workshop (E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ AC. 4/1995/7 and Add. 1-3) and
the Secretary-Ceneral's review, consider the convening of a second workshop on

t he possible establishnent of a permanent forum for indigenous people;

3. Wel cones the offer of the Governnent of Chile to host such a
wor kshop;
4, Requests the Hi gh Commi ssioner/Centre for Human Ri ghts to convene

the second workshop for a period of three days prior to the fifteenth session
of the Working G oup on |Indigenous Popul ati ons, in accordance wi th established
United Nations practice and with the participation of representatives of
Governnments, organi zations of indi genous peopl e, non-governnent al

organi zations and United Nations bodi es, organizations and specialized
agencies and with, inter alia, the results of the Copenhagen workshop and the
Secretary-Ceneral's review as the basis for discussions;

5. Recogni zes the inportance, in the light of the Secretary-GCeneral's
review, of the participation of relevant United Nations bodi es, organizations
and specialized agencies as well as representatives of organizations of
i ndi genous people in the workshop and in any further consultations on the

matt er;
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6. Takes note of the decision of the Coordinator of the Internationa
Decade of the World's |Indigenous People to contribute to the holding of the
second wor kshop through a contribution fromthe Voluntary Fund for the
International Decade, in line with the recommendati on of the Advisory G oup
for the Voluntary Fund at its April 1996 neeti ng;

7. Requests the Hi gh Commi ssioner/Centre for Human Rights to transmt
the report of the workshop to the Working Group on Indi genous Popul ations at
its fifteenth session, inviting the Wirking Group to express its views, and to
submt the report, together with any comrents arising fromthe di scussions at
the Working Group, to the Conmi ssion on Human Rights at its fifty-fourth
sessi on;

8. Al so requests the H gh Conm ssioner/Centre for Human Rights to

transmt the report of the workshop to Governnents, relevant United Nations
bodi es, organi zations and specialized agencies, and indi genous organi zations
for their coments, and to submt the comments received in a report to the
Commission at its fifty-fourth session

9. Decides to continue its consideration of this matter at its

fifty-fourth session under the agenda itementitled “Indi genous issues”.



