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Austria, Belarus, Brazil, Bulgaria, Chile, Croatia, Czech Republic,
El Sal vador, Ethiopia, Finland*, France, Gernmny, Hungary*, India,
Israel*, ltaly, Republic of Korea, Mexico, Philippines, Poland*,
Romani a*, Russian Federation, Slovenia*, South Africa, Sweden*,
Switzerland* and Ukraine: draft resolution

1997/... Preparations for the fiftieth anniversary of the
Uni versal Declaration of Human Ri ghts

The Commi ssion on Hunan Ri ghts,

Recal ling that the General Assenbly, in adopting the Universa
Decl aration of Human Ri ghts on 10 Decenber 1948, recognized the inherent
dignity and the equal and inalienable rights of all nmenbers of the human
famly as the foundation of freedom justice and peace in the world,
Considering that the fiftieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration
provi des an opportunity for the United Nations and Menber States to redouble
their efforts to pronote awareness and strengt hened observance of the rights

set out in the Declaration

* |In accordance with rule 69, paragraph 3, of the rules of procedure of
the functional commissions of the Econom ¢ and Social Council
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Recogni zi ng the Declaration as the source of inspiration and the basis
of the subsequent progress in the field of human rights, and taking note of
the improvenments in the field of human rights during the past five decades
owi ng to national and international solidarity and efforts,

Concerned that the international human rights standards are not fully

and universally respected and that human rights continue to be violated in al

parts of the world, and that people still suffer msery and are deprived of
the full enjoynent of their civil, cultural, economc, political and socia
rights,

Convi nced of the necessity of respecting human rights and fundanent al
freedons and determ ned that new steps should be taken, nationally and with
the increased cooperation and solidarity of the international community, with
a view to achieving substantial progress in human rights,

Recal ling the significance and the nessage of the Vienna Decl aration and
Programe of Action which enphasizes that all human rights are universal
i ndi visible, interdependent and interrelated, and that denocracy, devel opnent
and respect for human rights and fundanental freedons are interdependent and
mut ual 'y reinforcing,

Stressing the inmportance of ensuring the full integration of the human
rights of wonen into all preparations for and cel ebrations of the fiftieth
anni versary of the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts,

Recogni zi ng the fundanental inportance of tolerance as an essenti al
el enment in pronoting a culture conducive to the acceptance of diversity and
pluralism and thereby to the fuller enjoynent of human rights,

M ndful that everyone is entitled to a social and international order in
which the rights and freedons set forth in the Universal Declaration of Human
Ri ghts can be fully realized

Convinced that in the light of the existing | evel of standard-setting in
the field of human rights, the prinordial task of the United Nations at
present is to pronote universal accession to the existing internationa
i nstruments and better inplenentation of themby all the States parties,

Wel coming the international and national initiatives already undertaken
in the context of the fiftieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of
Human Ri ghts, and commending the efforts of individuals in all regions of the

world to pronote the Universal Declaration
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1. Requests the Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Ri ghts to continue
to coordinate within the United Nations systemthe preparations for the
fiftieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts, bearing in
m nd the provisions of the Vienna Declaration and Programe of Action for
eval uati on and foll ow up

2. Invites Governnments to review and assess progress made in the field
of human rights since the adoption of the Universal Declaration, to identify
obstacles to progress in this area and ways in which they can be overconme, and
to undertake additional efforts to devel op progranmes of education and
information, with a viewto dissenmnating the text and arriving at a better
under st andi ng of the universal nessage of the Declaration

3. Al so invites Governnents to undertake, in the context of the

fiftieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts, nationa
programmes for its celebration and to ensure wi de participation, including by
the public adm nistration, national institutions, non-governmnental

organi zati ons, academi c circles and all elenments of civil society;

4, Enphasi zes in this regard the primary inportance of grass-roots
initiatives in pronoting, through education and the nmedia, a human rights
culture, and encourages all actors to pursue further activities, including the
exchange of experiences on the pronotion of human rights;

5. Urges those Governments that have not yet ratified the main human
rights instrunents that are based on the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts
to consider doing so, and calls on all Governments to inplenent fully their
i nternational obligations in the field of human rights;

6. Invites the human rights treaty bodies to give appropriate
attention, within their mandates and nmet hods of work, to the fiftieth
anni versary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and to reflect on how
they m ght contribute to the preparations;

7. Uqges the Hi gh Conm ssioner/Centre for Human Rights and the
Department of Public Information to cooperate closely in the inplementation of
information activities |eading up to and during the fiftieth anniversary of
the Uni versal Declaration of Human Ri ghts.

8. Calls upon relevant United Nations organs and agencies, in the
light of the principles set forth in the Universal Declaration of Human

Ri ghts, to make, within their respective nmandates and fields of action, an
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assessnment of, and to put forward pertinent conclusions on, the state of
i npl enentation and the inpact of existing international human rights
i nstruments;

9. Invites relevant United Nations organs and agencies, in
coordi nation with the Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights, to mark the
anniversary by intensifying their own contributions to United Nations
systemw de efforts to pronote and protect human rights;

10. Encourages national institutions, such as human rights commi ssions,
onbudsnmen and others, to play a promnent role in the activities marking the
fiftieth anniversary, and to give due regard to this issue at the next
i nternati onal workshop of national institutions;

11. Invites non-governnmental organizations to participate fully in the
preparations for the fiftieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, to intensify their canpaign for greater understandi ng and
better use of the Declaration, and to communi cate their observations and
recommendati ons to Governnents, national institutions, regional organizations
and the Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts;

12. Decides to review at its fifty-fourth session the state of the
preparations for the fiftieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights and to give the matter attention conmensurate with its historica

significance.



