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XI'V. STATUS OF THE | NTERNATI ONAL COVENANTS ON HUMAN RI GHTS

1. The Conmi ssion consi dered agenda item 14 concurrently with item 15 (see
chap. XV) at its 12th to 13th neetings, on 18 March, and at its 36th and

37th meetings, on 3 April 1997. 1/

2. For the documents issued under agenda item 14, see annex .. to the
present report. For a list of resolutions and decisions adopted by the

Conmmi ssion, see annex .. to the present report.

3. In the general debate on agenda item 14, statenments 2/ were nmade by the
foll owi ng nenbers of the Conmi ssion: Belarus (13th), Brazil (13th),

China (12th), India (13th), Ireland (13th), Italy (12th), Nepal (12th),

Phi l'i ppi nes (12th), Russian Federation (13th), Uruguay (12th).

4, The Commi ssion heard statenents by the observers for Norway (13th),

Sl ovakia (12th), Spain (13th).

5. The Conmi ssion al so heard statements by the follow ng non-governnenta
organi zations: Anerican Association of Jurists (12th), Ammesty Internationa
(12t h), Himal ayan Research and Cul tural Foundation (13th), Indian Council of
Education (12th), International Conm ssion of Jurists (12th), Internationa
Educati onal Devel opnent, Inc. (12th), International Organization for the
Devel opnent of Freedom of Education (12th), Transnati onal Radica

Party (12th), Wonen’s International League for Peace and Freedom (12th), World
Uni versity Service (12th).

Status of the International Covenants on Hunan Ri ghts

6. At the 36th nmeeting, on 3 April 1997, the observer for Norway introduced
draft decision E/CN. 4/1997/L.18, entitled “Status of the Internationa
Covenants on Human Ri ghts”, sponsored by Norway. Denmark, Equatorial GCuinea,
Fi nl and, Romani a, Ukraine and Venezuel a subsequently joined the sponsor

7. The draft decision was adopted without a vote. For the text of the

deci sion as adopted, see chapter Il, section B, decision 1997/...

Question of the death penalty

8. At the sane neeting, the representative of Italy introduced draft
resolution E/CN. 4/1997/L. 20, sponsored by Angola, Australia, Austria, Belgium
Bolivia, Brazil, Colonbia, Costa Rica, Croatia, Cyprus, the Czech Republic,
Denmar k, the Dom ni can Republic, Ecuador, Estonia, Finland, France, Cernany,
Greece, Haiti, Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia

Li echtenstein, Luxenmbourg, Malta, the Marshall |slands, Nepal
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the Netherl ands, New Zeal and, N caragua, Norway, Papua New Gui nea, Portugal
Romani a, San Marino, Slovakia, Slovenia, South Africa, Spain, Sweden,

Switzerl and, the forner Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Uruguay and Venezuel a.
Chi |l e and Lithuania subsequently joined the sponsors. Angola, Nepal and Papua
New Gui nea subsequently wi thdrew as sponsors.

9. At the sanme neeting, the representative of Malaysia introduced
anmendnents proposed to draft resolution E/ CN. 4/1997/L.20 contained in

docunent E/CN. 4/1997/L.35, sponsored by Bangl adesh, Egypt, Indonesia, Iran
(Islam c Republic of), the Lybian Arab Jamahiriya, Ml aysia, N geria, Papua
New Gui nea, Republic of Korea, Saudi Arabia, Singapore, Thailand and the
United Arab Emirates. Bhutan, Brunei Darussalam Pakistan and the Syrian Arab
Republ i ¢ subsequently joined the sponsors.

10. Statenents in connection with the proposed anendnments contained in
docunent E/CN. 4/1997/L.35 were nmade by the representatives of Brazil and
Italy.

11. In connection with draft resolution E/CN. 4/1997/L.20 and the proposed
amendments contai ned in docunent E/CN. 4/1997/L.35, statenments in explanation
of vote before the vote were nmade by the representatives of Algeria, Brazil
Canada, Col onbia and I ndia.

12. In connection with draft resolution E/CN 4/1997/L.20, statenents in

expl anation of vote before the vote were made by the representatives of

Bangl adesh, Egypt, Japan, Nepal, the Republic of Korea and the United States
of Anerica.

13. In connection with the draft amendnents contained in docunent

E/ CN. 4/ 1997/ L. 35, statenents in explanation of vote before the vote were nade
by the representatives of Chile, China, Denmark and Irel and.

14. At the 37th meeting, on 3 April 1997, the Conmm ssion resuned

consi deration of draft resolution E/CN 4/1997/L.20 and the proposed anendnents
to the draft contained in docunent E/CN. 4/1997/L. 35.

15. At that neeting, in connection with draft resolution E/ CN 4/1997/L.20, a
statenment in explanation of vote before the vote was made by the
representative of Ml aysia.

16. At the request of the representative of Malaysia, roll-call votes were

taken on each of the seven paragraphs contained in docunment E/CN. 4/1997/L. 35.
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17. Par agraph 1 of document E/CN.4/1997/L.35 was rejected by 17 votes to 24,
with 11 abstentions. The voting was as foll ows:
In favour: Al geria, Bangl adesh, Bhutan, China, Cuba, Egypt, India,
I ndonesi a, Japan, Mal aysi a, Pakistan, Philippines, Republic
of Korea, Sri Lanka, Uganda, United States of Anerica,
Zi mbabwe.
Agai nst : Argentina, Austria, Belarus, Brazil, Bulgaria, Canada,
Chil e, Col ombia, Czech Republic, Denmark, Dom nican
Republ i ¢, Ecuador, France, Germany, Ireland, Italy, Mexico,
Mozambi que, Nepal, Netherlands, Nicaragua, South Africa,
Ukr ai ne, Uruguay.
Abst ai ni ng: Angol a, Benin, Cape Verde, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Gabon
Qui nea, Madagascar, Russian Federation, United Ki ngdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Zaire
18. Par agraph 2 of document E/CN.4/1997/L.35 was rejected by 19 votes to 27,
with 5 abstentions. The voting was as foll ows:
In favour: Al geria, Bangl adesh, Benin, Bhutan, China, Cuba, Egypt,
Gui nea, India, Indonesia, Japan, Ml aysia, Pakistan
Phi |'i ppi nes, Republic of Korea, Sri Lanka, Uganda,
United States of Anerica, Zi nbabwe.
Agai nst : Angol a, Argentina, Austria, Belarus, Brazil, Bulgaria,
Canada, Cape Verde, Chile, Colonbia, Czech Republic,
Denmar k, Domi ni can Republic, Ecuador, France, GCermany,
Ireland, Italy, Mexico, Mozambi que, Nepal, Netherl ands,
Ni caragua, South Africa, Ukraine, United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Uruguay.
Abst ai ning: El Sal vador, Ethiopia, Gabon, Madagascar, Zaire.
19. Par agraph 3 of document E/CN.4/1997/L.35 was rejected by 17 votes to 23,
with 12 abstentions. The voting was as foll ows:
In favour: Al geria, Bangl adesh, Bhutan, China, Cuba, Egypt, India,
I ndonesi a, Japan, Mal aysi a, Pakistan, Philippines, Republic

of Korea, Russian Federation, Sri Lanka, Uganda, Zi mbabwe.



Agai nst :

Abst ai ni ng:
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Angol a, Argentina, Austria, Belarus, Brazil, Canada, Chile,
Col onbi a, Czech Republic, Denmark, Dom nican Republic,
Ecuador, France, CGermany, Ireland, Italy, Myzanbique,

Nepal , Netherl ands, Nicaragua, South Africa, Ukraine,

Ur uguay.

Beni n, Bul garia, Cape Verde, El Sal vador, Ethiopia, Gabon
Gui nea, Madagascar, Mexico, United Kingdom of Geat Britain

and Northern Ireland, United States of Anmerica, Zaire.

20. Par agraph 4 of docunent E/CN.4/1997/L.35 was rejected by 15 votes to 27,

with 10 abstentions. The voting was as foll ows:

In favour:

Agai nst :

Abst ai ni ng:

Al geria, Bangl adesh, Bhutan, China, Cuba, Egypt, India,
I ndonesi a, Japan, Mal aysi a, Pakistan, Philippines, Republic
of Korea, Sri Lanka, Zi nbabwe.

Angol a, Argentina, Austria, Belarus, Brazil, Bulgaria,
Canada, Cape Verde, Chile, Colonbia, Czech Republic,
Denmar k, Domi ni can Republic, Ecuador, France, GCermany,
Ireland, Italy, Mexico, Mozambi que, Nepal, Netherl ands,
Ni caragua, Russi an Federation, South Africa, Ukraine,
Ur uguay.

Beni n, El Sal vador, Ethiopia, Gabon, Guinea, Mdagascar
Uganda, United Kingdom of Geat Britain and

Northern Ireland, United States of Anmerica, Zaire.

21. Par agraph 5 of document E/CN.4/1997/L.35 was rejected by 14 votes to 26,

with 12 abstentions. The voting was as foll ows:

In favour:

Agai nst :

Abst ai ni ng:

Al geria, Bangl adesh, Bhutan, China, Cuba, Egypt, India,

I ndonesi a, Japan, Mal aysi a, Pakistan, Philippines, Republic
of Korea, Zinbabwe.

Argentina, Austria, Belarus, Brazil, Bulgaria, Canada,
Cape Verde, Chile, Colonbia, Czech Republic, Denmark,
Dom ni can Republic, Ecuador, France, Germany, Ireland,
Italy, Mexico, Mbzanbi que, Nepal, Netherlands, N caragua,
Russi an Federation, South Africa, Ukraine, Uruguay.
Angol a, Benin, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Gabon, Guinea,
Madagascar, Sri Lanka, Uganda, United Ki ngdom of

Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of

Anerica, Zaire.
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22.

Par agraph 6 of docunent E/CN.4/1997/L.35 was rejected by 13 votes to 25,

with 14 abstentions. The voting was as foll ows:

23.

In favour:

Agai nst :

Abst ai ni ng:

Al geria, Bangl adesh, Bhutan, China, Cuba, Egypt, I|ndonesi a,
Japan, Mal aysi a, Pakistan, Philippines, Republic of Korea,
Zi mbabwe.

Angol a, Argentina, Austria, Belarus, Brazil, Bulgaria,
Canada, Chile, Col ombia, Czech Republic, Dennmark,
Dom ni can Republic, Ecuador, France, Germany, Ireland,
Italy, Mexico, Nepal, Netherlands, Nicaragua,

Russi an Federation, South Africa, Ukraine, Uruguay.

Beni n, Cape Verde, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Gabon, Cuinea,

I ndi a, Madagascar, Mzanbi que, Sri Lanka, Uganda,

Uni ted Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Irel and

United States of Anerica, Zaire.

Par agraph 7 of docunent E/CN.4/1997/L.35 was rejected by 13 votes to 27,

with 12 abstentions. The voting was as foll ows:

24.

taken on draft

In favour:

Agai nst :

Abst ai ni ng:

Al geria, Bangl adesh, Bhutan, China, Cuba, Egypt, India,
I ndonesi a, Japan, Mal aysi a, Pakistan, Philippines, Republic
of Korea

Angol a, Argentina, Austria, Belarus, Brazil, Bulgaria,
Canada, Cape Verde, Chile, Colonbia, Czech Republic,
Denmar k, Domi ni can Republic, Ecuador, France, GCermany,
Ireland, Italy, Mexico, Mobzambi que, Nepal, Netherl ands,
Ni caragua, Russi an Federation, South Africa, Ukraine,
Ur uguay.

Beni n, El Sal vador, Ethiopia, Gabon, CGuinea, Madagascar
Sri Lanka, Uganda, United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, United States of America, Zaire,

Zi mbabwe.

At the request of the representative of Malaysia, a roll-call vote was

resolution E/CN. 4/1997/L.20, which was adopted by 27 votes to

11, with 14 abstentions. The voting was as follows:



In favour:

Agai nst :

Abst ai ni ng:

25. For the text
resolution 1997/ 12.
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Angol a, Argentina, Austria, Belarus, Brazil, Bulgaria,
Canada, Cape Verde, Chile, Colonbia, Czech Republic,
Denmar k, Domi ni can Republic, Ecuador, France, GCermany,
Ireland, Italy, Mexico, Mozambi que, Nepal, Netherl ands,

Ni caragua, Russi an Federation, South Africa, Ukraine,

Ur uguay.

Al geria, Bangl adesh, Bhutan, China, Egypt, Indonesia,
Japan, Mal aysi a, Pakistan, Republic of Korea, United States
of Anerica.

Beni n, Cuba, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Gabon, Cuinea, India,
Madagascar, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Uganda, United Ki ngdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Zaire, Zi nbabwe.

of the resolution as adopted, see chapter Il, section A



