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QUESTI ON OF THE HUVAN RI GHTS OF ALL PERSONS SUBJECTED TO
ANY FORM OF DETENTI ON OR | MPRI SONVENT

QUESTI ON OF A DRAFT OPTI ONAL PROTOCOL TO THE CONVENTI ON AGAI NST TORTURE
AND OTHER CRUEL, | NHUMAN OR DEGRADI NG TREATMENT OR PUNI SHMENT

Argentina, Austria, Benin, Bosnia and Herzegovina*, Brazil

Bulgaria, Chile, Costa Rica*, Cyprus*, Czech Republic, Dennmark,

Dom ni can Republic, El Salvador, Finland*, France, Gernany,

G eece*, Guatemal a*, Honduras*, Hungary*, ltaly, Liechtenstein*,

Luxenmbour g*, Mexico, Netherlands, N caragua, Norway*, Peru*,

Pol and*, Portugal *, Romani a*, Russi an Federation, Senegal *,

Sl ovaki a*, Slovenia*, South Africa, Spain, Sweden*, Switzerl and*,

The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Ukraine, Uruguay,

United Kingdomof Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States
of America and Venezuela*: draft resolution

1997/ ... Question of a draft optional protocol to the Convention
agai nst Torture and O her Cruel, |nhuman or Degradi ng
Treat nent or Puni shnent

The Commi ssion on Hunan Ri ghts,

Recalling its resolution 1992/43 of 3 March 1992, by which it
establ i shed an open-ended working group to el aborate a draft optional protoco
to the Convention against Torture and Gt her Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishnment, using as a basis for its discussions the draft text
proposed by the Governnent of Costa Rica (E/CN 4/1991/66), and decided to

consi der the question at its forty-ninth session

* |n accordance with rule 69, paragraph 3, of the rules of procedure of
the functional commissions of the Econom ¢ and Social Council
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Recal ling al so the subsequent resolutions on the subject, in particular
resolution 1996/22 of 23 July 1996 of the Econom ¢ and Social Council in which

the Council authorized the working group to nmeet in order to continue its
wor k,

Recalling further that the World Conference on Human Rights firmy

declared that efforts to eradicate torture should, first and forenost, be
concentrated on prevention and called for the early adoption of an optiona
protocol to the Convention against Torture and O her Cruel, |nhuman or
Degradi ng Treatnent or Punishnment, which is intended to establish a preventive
system of regular visits to places of detention,

1. Takes note of the report of the working group on the draft
optional protocol to the Convention against Torture and O her Cruel, |nhuman
or Degrading Treatnent or Punishnent, (E/ CN.4/1997/33 and Add.1), and warmy
wel cones the progress made during the working group's fifth session

2. Requests the open-ended working group to neet for a period of two
weeks prior to the fifty-fourth session of the Comm ssion in order to continue
its work, with a view to conpleting expeditiously a final and substantive
text, and to report on its work to the Conmi ssion at that session

3. Requests the Secretary-General to transmt the report of the
wor ki ng group to all Governnents, the specialized agencies, the chairpersons
of the human rights treaty bodies and to intergovernmental and
non- gover nnent al organi zations, and to invite themto submt their coments to

t he wor ki ng group

4, Al so requests the Secretary-General to invite Governnents, the
speci al i zed agencies and rel evant intergovernnental and non-governnenta
organi zations, as well as the Chairperson of the Commttee against Torture and
the Speci al Rapporteur on the question of torture, to participate in the

activities of the working group

5. Further requests the Secretary-General to extend all the necessary
facilities to the working group for its neeting prior to the fifty-fourth
session of the Conm ssion;

6. Decides to exam ne the report of the working group at its
fifty-fourth session under the sub-itementitled “Question of a draft optiona

protocol to the Convention against Torture and O her Cruel, |nhuman or
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Degradi ng Treatnent or Punishment” in the context of the agenda itementitled

“Question of the human rights of all persons subjected to any form of

detention or inprisonment”;

Soci al

7. Recommends the followi ng draft resolution to the Econom ¢ and
Counci | for adoption

“The Econom ¢ and Soci al Counci |l

“Recal ling Commi ssion on Human Ri ghts resolution 1997/.. of
April 1997,

“1. Aut hori zes an open-ended wor ki ng group of the Conm ssion on
Human Rights to neet for a period of two weeks prior to the fifty-fourth
session of the Conmission in order to continue the el aboration of a
draft optional protocol to the Convention against Torture and O her
Cruel , Inhuman or Degradi ng Treatnent or Punishnment;

“2. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to extend to the working
group all necessary facilities for its neetings and to transmt the
report of the working group (E/ CN. 4/1997/33 and Add. 1) to Governnments,
the specialized agencies, the chairpersons of the human rights treaty
bodi es and the intergovernnental and non-governnental organizations

concerned.”



