UNITED
NATIONS E

: : Distr.
Economic and Social Ll M TED
Councill

E/ CN. 4/ 1997/ L. 43
7 April 1997

Oiginal: ENG.ISH

COWM SSI ON ON HUMAN RI GHTS
Fifty-third session
Agenda item 16

REPORT OF THE SUB- COMM SSI ON ON PREVENTI ON CF DI SCRI M NATI ON
AND PROTECTI ON OF M NORI TIES ON | TS FORTY- SEVENTH SESSI ON

Australia,* Austria, Belarus, Belgium®* Brazil, Bulgaria,

Canada, Czech Republic, Denmark, El Sal vador, Estonia,?*

Finland,* France, Gabon, Gernany, Greece,* Honduras,*

India, Ireland, Italy, Madagascar, Netherl ands,

New Zeal and.,* Ni caragua, Norway,* Philippines, Portugal,k *

Romania,* Slovakia,* Slovenia,* Spain,* Ukraine,

United Kingdomof Great Britain and Northern Ireland and
Uruguay: draft resolution

1997/... Work of the Sub-Conmm ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation
and Protection of Mnorities

The Commi ssion on Hunan Ri ghts,

Reaffirm ng its resolution 1996/25 of 19 April 1996

Recalling the terns of reference of the Sub-Conm ssion on Prevention
of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities as defined by the Conm ssion
and its particular responsibilities established, inter alia, in Conmm ssion
resolutions 8 (XXIl11) of 16 March 1967 and 17 (XXXVI1) of 10 March 1981,
Econom ¢ and Social Council resolutions 1235 (XLII) of 6 June 1967 and
1503 (XLVII1) of 27 May 1970, and the rel evant resolutions of the
General Assenbly,

* |In accordance with rule 69, paragraph 3, of the rules of procedure of
the functional commissions of the Econom c and Social Council
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Recalling also its resolution 1992/66 of 4 March 1992, in which it

provi ded certain guidelines for the work of the Sub-Conm ssion, and Econom c
and Social Council resolution 1991/32 of 31 May 1991 on strengthening the
i ndependence of the expert nmenbers of the Sub-Comm ssion

Taking note of the report of the working group on the nethods of work
of the Sub-Comm ssion (E/ CN. 4/Sub. 2/1994/3) and of Sub-Conm ssion
deci sion 1994/117 of 26 August 1994,

Taking note also of the reports of the Sub-Conmi ssion and its Chairman
on the forty-eighth session (E/ CN. 4/1997/2-E CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1996/ 41 and
E/ CN. 4/ 1997/ 79) ,

1. Reaffirms that the Sub-Comm ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation
and Protection of Mnorities can best assist the Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts by
providing it with recommendati ons based on the views and perspectives of
i ndependent experts, which should be appropriately reflected in the report of
t he Sub-Commi ssion, as well as in the expert studies carried out under its

auspi ces;

2. Expresses its appreciation of the steps undertaken by the
Sub- Commi ssion to reformand i nprove its nethods of work, in particular the
rationalization of its draft provisional agenda for its forty-ninth session,
the initiation of a study on howto revise its work schedule for inproved
consul tati on anmong nmenbers (decision 1996/ 112), the decision to limt the
initiation of new studies (decision 1996/113), the conpilation of the existing
rul es of procedure and procedural questions to be resolved (decision 1996/ 114)
and the decision to avoid duplication with the work of the Conm ssion on Human
Ri ghts by not taking action during its forty-ninth session on human rights
situations under consideration in the public procedures of the Comm ssion
(decision 1996/ 115);

3. Requests the Sub-Conm ssion to continue thoroughly reviewing its
wor ki ng nethods with a viewto inproving further its efficiency and avoi di ng
duplication with the Conmi ssion and its nmechani snms, taking into account the
views of Menber States, and, in this context, calls upon the Sub-Comr ssion

(a) To focus on its primary role as an advisory body of the Comr ssion

on Human Ri ghts;
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(b) To refrain henceforth fromduplicating action by the Comm ssion on
Human Rights with regard to country situati ons under consideration in the
public procedures of the Conm ssion unless, in exceptional cases, new and
particularly grave circunstances arise;

(c) To give particular attention to the process of selection of
studi es and, when choosing subjects for study, to take into account
recommendati ons of the Conmm ssion on Human Rights and the treaty bodies,
expl ai ning the choice made so as to enable the Conm ssion adequately to assess
the need for a specific study;

(d) To inprove further the independence and the inpartiality of
Sub- Commi ssi on nenbers, in particular in discussions concerning the situation
in a State of which a nenber of the Sub-Conmi ssion is a national;

(e) To facilitate efficient and effective participation of
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons;

(f) To i nprove consultations with special rapporteurs undertaking
studi es for the Sub-Conm ssion

(9) Further to enhance cooperation with nmechani sns of the Conm ssion
and, within their conpetence, with all relevant bodies, including the human
rights treaty bodies and relevant United Nations research institutions;

(h) To focus strictly on questions relating to human rights in
accordance with its nandate;

4. Calls upon the Sub-Commi ssion to devote sufficient time at its
forty-ninth session to the discussion of its working nethods and to prepare
speci fic recommendati ons on that issue for consideration by the Conm ssion on
Human Ri ghts;

5. Reaffirms that nenbers of the Sub-Comm ssion should di scharge
their functions in their personal capacity and calls upon States to nom nate
as nenbers and alternates independent experts of recogni zed conpetence in the
field of human rights, as well as to respect fully the i ndependence of el ected
menbers and al ternates

6. Requests States nom nating candi dates for the Sub-Comm ssion to
submt nom nations sufficiently early to enable the nmenbers of the Comm ssion

to assess thoroughly the qualifications of the non nees;



E/ CN. 4/ 1997/ L. 43
page 4

7. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to give strong support
to the Sub-Commi ssion and, in particular, to ensure that Sub-Comm ssion
docunents are available in all the official United Nations |anguages in good
time before the session;

8. Al so requests the Secretary-Ceneral, in responding to requests

from the Sub-Commission to solicit information from Governnments and
i ntergovernmental and non-governmental organizations, to agree to such
requests only after they have been approved by the Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts;
9. Invites the Chairman of the Conmmission to informthe
Sub- Conmi ssion on the debate under this item
10. Requests the Chairman of the Sub-Commission at its forty-ninth
session to report to the Commission at its fifty-fourth session on significant

aspects of the work of the Sub-Commi ssion



